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Martin Gregus Jr.  Before They Sink - South Pacific Islands Under Threat
 

  

 

 

 

 

‘Before they Sink’ is a living documentation 
of one of our most endangered 
ecosystems.  The deep blue waters of our 
oceans are dotted with hundreds of 
thousands of green islands, small pieces of 
paradise each unique with its own history 
and natural beauty.  Some of these islands 
rise high up into the sky, while most barely 
break above the surrounding waves. 

Unlike our landlocked countries, these 
island nations are now fast becoming ever 
more threatened by the very element that 
made them so unique.  As glaciers a world 
over begin to melt, and the oceans rise, 
these islands are slowly being swallowed 
back into the blue. 

 

 

Tuesday, April 19th, 2022 
General Meeting 7:30 P.M.               Special Presentation 8:00 P.M. 

April meeting ZOOM link information is on page 12 

http://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats


Martin is the youngest member of the 
Gregus Creative Group. Currently living in 
Vancouver, he was  born into a family of 
artists in Bratislava, Slovakia. 
  
He is a wildlife photographer, 
cinematographer, drone pilot and guide. 
Specializing in documenting polar bears and 
other wildlife in the Canadian Arctic, his 
work has helped researchers and 
documentary film crews gain a new 

perspective on the secretive lives of the 
Arctic’s most spectacular animals.  
 
Martin’s article on living among polar bears 
was published in Canadian Geographic 
magazine.  His work has been recognized in 
some of the world’s most prestigious 
contests, most recently in 2021 when he 
won the Rising Star Portfolio Award in the 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
Competition hosted by the Natural History 
Museum in London, England

 
 

SPEAKERS 2021-22, via ZOOM 

 

Apr 19 Martin Gregus Jr.    Before They Sink - South Pacific Islands under Threat 
May 3  Kirstin Hill                 Bird-Friendly Coffee and Certification 
June  7  Ron Long                   Chasing Wild Orchids and other Botanical Adventures in 

 Western Australia 
Sept 6  Terry Carr   Butterflies and Other Bugs in Delta 
  

 
 

 

 
 

Fawn Lilies 

 
Trillium

By Noreen Rudd At Hi Knoll 

 



NATURE NOTES UPDATE 
 

Watch for Delta Naturalists’ Nature Notes in the online and print copies of the Delta Optimist.  

Contributions and feedback are welcomed.  Please contact Elizabeth Perrin at 

perrinep@telus.net or Syd Barber at syd.barber@telus.net 

January – Owls - Anne Murray, DNS – online in Delta Optimist Jan. 25 
February – no Nature Notes Column – Special article on Tom Bearss Bursary/Endowment 
March – Fascinating, Misunderstood Bats, by Nicki Brockamp, DNS – online in Delta Optimist 
March 30 
April – Bioblitz – James Casey, Birds Canada 
May – TBA – Ducks Unlimited 
June – Peter Ward, Cascade Bird Box Team – Bird ID by listening 
 

Recent updates to our web site DNS, includes: 

• Weekly Birding Reports: https://dncb.wordpress.com/2022/ 
•  
• Our New Brochures: https://dncb.wordpress.com/dns-brochures/ 
•  
• New Nest Box Maps and pictures: https://dncb.wordpress.com/nestbox/ 
•  
• Nature Notes is an archive of articles published in the Delta Optimist (and online      
newspaper) 

 

 

Pied-billed Grebes at Colony farm 

Noreen Rudd photos 

 

 

Cinnamon Teal at Centennial Beach 

mailto:perrinep@telus.net
mailto:syd.barber@telus.net
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/2022/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/dns-brochures/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/nestbox/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/dns/publications/nature-notes/


 

             Geof Hacker  



Garter Snakes in Boundary Bay 

Have you seen these Garter Snakes around Delta? dncb.wordpress.com © 2022 

What do you know about Garter Snakes?  

• They are widely distributed in western 

Canada.  

• You can find all these common Garter 

Snakes in the Fraser River estuary.  

• Each species can vary in colour and size.  

• The females are larger than the males.  

• They eat slugs, worms, fish (except for the 

Northwestern species), frogs, nestling birds, 

and small mammals.  

• The Western Terrestrial is one species of 

Garter Snake that sometimes coils its body 

around its prey while biting (constriction).  

• The young are born alive July through 

September.  

• In Fall, they cool and lower their 

metabolic rate, then enter the 

hibernaculum for winter, emerging in 

Spring.  

• Snakes keep growing throughout their 

lives!  

• The saliva is mildly poisonous! Please 

respect and protect our Boundary Bay 

Garter Snakes. 

They are a vital part of the Fraser River Estuary ecosystem! 

Beach Grove Hibernaculum Boundary Bay is 

a very special habitat for numerous animals 

and plants. The Beach Grove dyke is the 

location of one of the largest winter 

congregations (hibernacula) of Garter 

Snakes in the region. The Beach Grove 

Hibernaculum was identified as 

predominantly Western Terrestrial Garter 

Snakes in 2015, when they were 

temporarily removed to a safe location to 

allow engineering work on the dyke. This 

appears to still be the case, although 

Northwestern and Common Garter Snakes 

have also been identified. Please observe 

the snakes in their natural habitat: do not 

handle them. All snakes in British Columbia 

are protected by law under the BC Wildlife 

Act. It is an offence under the Act to harass 

them or to attempt to capture or possess 

them without a licence or permit. It is 

against the law to play with the snakes or 

remove them from their natural habitat.

 
Northwestern Garter Snake  Jim Kneesch 

 
Western Terrestrial Garter J. Mwenifumbo



Delta is participating in the 2022 City Nature Challenge! 

What is the City Nature Challenge?  The City Nature Challenge 2022 (CNC) is an international 
event to motivate people to find and document the biodiversity in their cities.  It is a friendly-
competition to see which city can gather the most observations of nature, find the most 
species, and engage the most people with the overall objective to see what can be 
accomplished when we all work together towards a common goal. 
 
This will be a fun event that Delta Nats can volunteer to help with or just participate in. Choose 
what day(s) and time you would like to help, and whether you want to be at the table or on a 
walk, or both.  

The sign-up sheet for DNS VOLUNTEERS 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eSb4Hr2zzVYOluJLLd-R2700SAPQrYzah4-
FZG7WeyY/edit#gid=0 

Delta Naturalist members will have a table at each site for brochures and to use as a central 
base.  

Location team coordinators: Terry will attend McKitrick Park in North Delta both days, 
together with Nicki and Bruce; Anne and Len will be at Diefenbaker Park in Tsawwassen both 
days; Thea will be at Ladner Harbour Park on Saturday, Roger Meyer will be there on Sunday. 

What volunteering involves: Delta Naturalist members will lead/accompany small group walks 
around each of the parks, on both days, to find species of interest to record on iNaturalist.  
Members offering to be leaders will help in finding species for participants.  It will not be 
necessary to help enter species into iNaturalist or necessarily to identify everything found, 
though you can if you want, of course!  All plants, bugs, birds, trees, fungi etc. are eligible for 
the CNC entries.  The idea is to see a good variety of species of all kinds and to record them.  

If you just want to be part of the event as a participant, you can register below. 

Individuals can also participate on their own.  Take photos and post them to iNaturalist on any 
of the four days of the City Nature Challenge (April 29 to May 2).  Any observations taken by 
any user within Delta’s geographical boundary during the challenge period will automatically 
count as an observation for the challenge. 

If you want some help finding interesting plants, animals, and insects to take photos of, 
members of the Delta Naturalists will be in some of our local parks to help look for species. 

 

https://inaturalist.ca/projects/city-nature-challenge-2022
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eSb4Hr2zzVYOluJLLd-R2700SAPQrYzah4-FZG7WeyY/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1eSb4Hr2zzVYOluJLLd-R2700SAPQrYzah4-FZG7WeyY/edit#gid=0


Saturday, April 30 AND Sunday, May 1 

• McKitrick Park (North Delta) – 9 am to 11 am - Meet in the parking lot behind Sungod. 
• Ladner Harbour Park – 9 am to 11 am - Meet at the picnic shelter. 
• Diefenbaker Park (Tsawwassen) – 9 am to 11 am - Meet at the picnic shelter. 

Register at cae@delta.ca to attend one of the events. 

Please ensure you are familiar with iNaturalist prior to attending the event.  Members of the 
Delta Naturalists are there to help find and identify species in the parks, not to teach 
participants how to use iNaturalist. 

iNaturalist helps you identify the plants and animals around you by suggesting possible IDs.  By 
recording and sharing your observations, you will create research quality data for scientists 
working to better understand and protect nature.  Once you post an observation, the scientific 
community of iNaturalist users will review your observation and agree with your ID or correct 
it. 

The easiest way to use iNaturalist is to install the iNaturalist app on your smartphone. 
However, you can also take pictures with a digital camera, and then upload them to your 
computer later, on the iNaturalist website. 

Below are some helpful links to help get you started if you are not familiar with iNaturalist. 

www.inaturalist.org/pages/getting+started 

https://www.inaturalist.org/pages/video+tutorials#add_mob 

SFU's John Reynolds also has a presentation to the Burke Mountain Naturalists about how to 
use iNaturalist 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeYWV9uemG4 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

mailto:cae@delta.ca
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inaturalist.org%2Fpages%2Fvideo%2Btutorials%23add_mob&c=E,1,zkJElJ8ml-qWZZtZYLJsmo0OkbaeOXxm9qDWhiM6eHrW31XNqdu8E2ZMLibzLNuXk7amvtbaMZicCb3qZnH2RmBlAss2kmNrSbrijx9-GTQf&typo=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeYWV9uemG4


 

Anna’s Hummingbird  Terra Nova David Hoar 

 

 

  Juvenile Snowy Owl   David Hoar  

 

 

 

Ring-billed Gull   Terra Nova David Hoar 

 



Executive Meeting Report March 18, 2022 

• Executive report, March 2022 

•  

• The March 18, 2022, DNS executive meeting focused almost exclusively on the future 

format of our general monthly meeting so this report will be confined to that topic.   

• Syd reported that 56 members had voted to date regarding their preference for the 

format of future meetings.  Exactly 75% voted for Option #4 – a hybrid in-person/Zoom 

set-up.  Option #3 polled a distant second with 14% of the votes and Options 1 and 2 

received less than a handful of votes each.  Some members made supplementary 

comments to the effect that the hybrid model would be more inclusive for all our 

members, accommodating those that live a long way from South Delta or who 

otherwise might not be inclined to attend an in-person event.  

• The executive affirmed they will now pursue implementation of the members’ 

preference – a hybrid meeting – for implementation in September 2022.  David has 

been doing quite a bit of research on the technical side; he and Jim volunteered to see if 

they can make the necessary technology work.  Joanne and Syd pledged to complete 

their review of potential venues then report back to the executive.  Four venues were 

visited and there are six more on the scouting list.   

• Incidentally, several more members voted just before the March 22 midnight deadline.  

The final tally of votes revealed that 76% of the 63 members who voted, favour hybrid 

meetings.  

• The next executive meeting is set for Friday, April 8.  The agenda will be strongly 

dominated by an examination of how and where to implement the hybrid meeting 

arrangement.  

 
Members are welcome to ask questions of any DNS executive member at any time, 
including following the short, verbal, executive meeting report at the monthly general 
meetings.  The executive also welcomes suggestions and will entertain any concerns 
brought forward.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Fellow Delta Nats:   
 
I am relaying a data sheet and supporting information produced by Metro Vancouver Parks 
interpretation staff,  in case any of you might be able to collect information on snake and 
concurrent human activity on the Boundary Bay dyke this spring.  This is part of a multi-
pronged, cooperative initiative among DNS, Metro Van Parks, and the City of Delta, to 
ameliorate human interference with the snakes on the dyke as they emerge from their 
hibernaculum in the spring.  You will see that any data collected should be submitted directly 
to Metro Vancouver Parks.  They hope to gain a better understanding of the dynamics of snake 
and human use of the dyke in the spring and through that, be able to better judge when to 
invest interpreters time in doing public outreach work on the dyke.  
 
Other facets of this cooperative, public education initiative regarding the Boundary Bay garter 
snakes include:  
-  City of Delta public education signs, erected on the dyke this spring by Boundary Bay 
Regional Park staff 
-  Elizabeth Perrin's letter to the editor of the Delta Optimist, published in this week's Optimist, 
and 
-  a public education pamphlet in the final stages of preparation by a team of DNS folks led by 
Anne Murray.  (Ed. note: the information pamphlet is complete). 
 
We are heartened by the concern shown by Metro Vancouver Parks and the City of Delta.  We 
are hopeful that this resultant cooperative, public education effort will 'move the 
yardsticks'  with respect to public understanding of what constitutes ethical, respectful, and 
lawful behaviour around snakes.  
 
Syd 

Northern Mockingbird  - over the dyke at 80-88th David Hoar 



 

Too Many E-Mails? 
 
The executive has been made aware of concerns by DNS members that they receive too many 
eMails so perhaps now is an appropriate time to suggest some considerations for etiquette 
that may address the issues.  When you are sending or replying to an email, please consider 
the following points before hitting the SEND button. 
 

• 1.  Is the message intended for one individual and if so, they should be the only 
recipient.  If it is being returned to a group of individuals, are ALL the recipients 
appropriate?   

• 2.  Reply-All should not be the standard for replies unless all parties in the list are 
directly involved in a “conversation”. 

• 3.  Does the Subject Line accurately reflect the content of the message?  All too often 
this part of the message does not get updated to match the subject of the email.  The 
Subject Line serves two purposes, first to inform recipients, and secondly to provide a 
target for any subsequent “search” of email archives. 
 

Keeping these four basic ideas in mind may help to ease the impact of unnecessary emails on 
our members. 
 
David Hoar  

 

 

 

 



Delta Naturalists is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting 

The following is from Jack MacDonald, our April ZOOM Master: 

Please join us for our Monthly General Delta Nats meeting April 19th at 7:10 for casual 
discussion by members.  The meeting starts at 7:30 followed by a presentation at 8:00 pm by 
Martin Gregus 

Click on the Zoom link below to join the meeting. 

If you are unfamiliar with Zoom, please follow the link below to get an introduction to 
attending a Zoom meeting. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E 

When you join the meeting, your microphone will be muted (off).  

You can turn your microphone and video on or off by clicking on the icons on the lower left of 
the tool bar on your windows Desktop screen.(other devices may have the tool bar at the top 
of the screen) Move your mouse up or down to activate the tool bar. 

Please mute (off) your microphone during the meeting.  

You can use the Chat feature to pose questions and comments to the group. 

To see who is in the meeting, select Participants on the tool bar 

To talk, physically  raise your hand and when acknowledged by the Chair - press and hold your 
space bar to talk. 

See you on Tuesday. 
 

Topic: Delta Naturalists' Zoom Meeting 

Time: April 19th, 2022, 07:10 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2194263518?pwd=RTlGN1lyQWtDTi9BZWVpbHpDZTFnZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 219 426 3518 

Passcode: 551966 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2194263518?pwd=RTlGN1lyQWtDTi9BZWVpbHpDZTFnZz09


DNS Executive  

Syd Barber      President, BCN Rep. 
Elizabeth Perrin    Vice President / Speaker Co-ordinator 
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer/ DNS Facebook Master  
Joanne van Snellenberg   Secretary 
David  Hoar     Director at Large 
Mwenifumbo, Lorraine   Director at Large, Social Lead 
 

DNS Support Volunteers  
 
Betts, Mike     50-50 Draw Co-ordinator 
Borrie, Ken      Web Manager  
Carr, Terry      Outings Co-ordinator  
Coutts, Audrey    Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com 
Den Dikken, Anita    Environment Co-ordinator 
Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Poster Artist & Historian 
MacDonald, Jack    Audio Visual Support  
McVittie, Chris    MetroVan Parks Co-ordinator 
Murray, Anne    Chair, Biodiversity Committee 
Mwenifumbo, Jonathan   Membership Co-Ordinator 
Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support  
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 
Birds and Biodiversity Conservation  Chair Anne Murray, Glen Bodie, Nicki Brockamp 

    Strategy team  Terry Carr, David Hoar, Pamela Swanigan, Chris McVittie  
Whitlam, Valerie    Social Committee 
Vacant     Display Co-ordinator 
Delta Nats’ website:    https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
Wildlife Rescue     604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)    604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report          1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE   604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  

http://www.deltafarmland.ca/   Bird Studies Canada 

http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/   BC Breeding Bird Atlas 
https://www.bcnature.ca/about/     

mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
mailto:Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/index.jsp?lang=EN
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
http://www.birdatlas.bc.ca/
https://www.bcnature.ca/about/
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Wishing everyone a happy 2022 Spring 

This year, Judaism’s Passover, Western Christianity’s Easter, and Islam’s holy month of 

Ramadan coincide with the Sikhs’ and Hindu’s Vaisakhi, Jain’s Mahavir Jayanti, the Baha’s 

festival of Ridvan, and the Theravada Buddhist New Year.  

 

 


