
 

The Boundary Bay-Roberts Bank-Sturgeon Bank 
(Fraser River Estuary) BC 017  

Key Biodiversity Area (KBA) is also the  
top-rated Important Bird Area in Canada.  

 

“Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) are the most important places in 
the world for species and their habitats. They have grown out of the 
global success of the Important Bird Areas (IBA) Program which 
has been active in BC for 25 years. KBAs allow for the identifica-
tion, mapping, monitoring and conservation of the areas most  
critical for nature. The Fraser River Estuary is one of the most  
significant bird sites in Canada, if not the world, and the expansion 
to KBAs allows it to be recognized not just for the numerous birds 
species which congregate here, but also the rich diversity of other 
animals and plants that depend on these habitats.  

 

The Fraser River Estuary IBA Area exceeds global, continental and 
national criteria for the diversity and numbers of birds supported. It 
provides habitat to millions of birds migrating along the Pacific Fly-
way. The estuary and adjacent uplands support over 300 different 
species of birds. It supports one of Canada’s highest numbers and 
diversity of wintering waterfowl, (the maximum single day count 
was 240,000) utilizing Boundary Bay, with an additional 50,000 
Brant. Boundary Bay supports one of Canada’s largest winter pop-
ulations of raptors with 22 species recorded. Raptors are attracted 
to populations of voles and wintering songbirds utilizing grasslands 
and salt marshes of the Bay. A key Canadian nesting population of 
Barn Owls is concentrated in the Fraser River delta. Notable heron-
ries of Great Blue Heron ssp. fannini are adjacent to the bay. 18 
species of gulls are recorded in Boundary Bay. Key species are: 
Western Grebe, Red-necked Grebe, Great Blue Heron ssp. fannini, 
Trumpeter Swan, Snow Goose, Northern Pintail, American Wigeon, 
Mallard, Black-bellied Plover, Western Sandpiper, Dunlin,  
Glaucous-winged Gull and Barn Owl. 
 

This area has important and threatened habitats of rare and  
endangered ecosystems - Coastal Douglas-fir forest and a wet 
domed peat bog - along with natural habitats of mixed conifer/
deciduous forests, old fields, hedgerows, farmland, wetlands,  
nutrient-bearing streams and estuaries.  The shoreline includes salt 
marshes, expansive mud flats and eelgrass beds that provide  
habitat to a myriad of macro-algae, epiphytic micro-algae, marine  
invertebrates and fish, that in turn feed many species. The rocky 
shore and deep waters beyond low tide provide habitat for dozens 
of bird species feeding on fish, crab, mussels and other marine life, 
and for numerous marine mammals. The estuaries, brackish 
marshes and upland forests provide biologically rich habitat for 
songbirds, woodpeckers, hawks, owls and numerous mammals, 
insects, amphibians and reptiles. During spring and fall, songbirds 
migrate through the woodlands. Many stay and nest along with 
hummingbirds, flycatchers, sparrows and thrushes. In winter, 
grassy fallow fields and flooded crop fields provide for thousands of 
waterfowl and wintering raptors. 

1. Point Roberts, Whatcom County, Washington  

This community lies just south of the Canada-US border and  
requires a passport to access. This is a premier area from which 
to view marine birds. Lighthouse Marine Park, 16ha (40ac) and Lily 
Point Marine Park, 36ha (89ac) of marine shoreline and 16ha 
(40ac) of tideland are hot spots for loons, grebes, alcids and winter-
ing waterfowl, including Brant and Harlequin ducks.  Songbirds, 
Bald Eagle and hummingbirds frequent the forest at Lily Point. You 
may see seals, sea lions, harbour porpoise, and in season, even 
grey, humpback whales and orca. Caution: may be windy and cold. 
Access: From Highway 17 follow 56 St. in Tsawwassen to the  
border crossing. From Tyee Drive, follow signs to Lighthouse Park 
and Lily Point. 

 

City of Delta 
 

2. George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary 
This sanctuary comprises 343ha (850ac) with 4km (2.5mi) of trails 
along managed habitats of forest, hedge, old field, ponds and estu-
arine marsh for many thousands of birds on the Pacific Flyway. 299 
bird species have been seen here including Sandhill Crane, Pere-
grine Falcon, Northern Harrier, 7 species of owl, songbirds, ducks 
and shorebirds. Massive flocks of Snow Geese are seen in the 
fields around the Sanctuary during winter and fall and spring migra-
tion. You might spot local uncommon species such as Black-
crowned Night-Heron, Northern Goshawk or American Bittern, in 
this protected winter habitat. www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com 
Access: Follow River Rd. from Ladner to Westham Island Bridge, 
follow Westham Island Rd. (becomes Robertson Rd.) where it ends 
at the Alaksen NWA gate. Turn into the Reifel Bird Sanctuary drive-
way entrance on the left. Open daily 9 am - 4 pm, a small fee is 
charged for entry.  Facilities: parking, gift shop, washroom,  
warming hut, viewing tower, bird blinds, benches, picnic areas, 
wheelchair accessible trails. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Alaksen National Wildlife Area (NWA) 
The Alaksen National Wildlife Area is located along the eastern 
edge of the Reifel Bird Sanctuary and is the location of Environment 
Canada’s Pacific Wildlife Centre. The spacious grounds are open to 
the public during the week during business hours. Walking trails 
take the visitor through woodland, along sloughs and the Fraser 
River. Songbirds, herons, hawks, owls and waterfowl can be seen 
in season. Access: Follow directions to the Reifel Bird Sanctuary 
above but before the last turn go straight into the Alaksen NWA 
parking lot. Open Monday to Friday only, 8 am - 4 pm, you must 
check in and out at the office. Trail maps and information  
available.  
Facilities: parking, washroom, benches. 
 

4. Roberts Bank and Brunswick Point 
The marshes and mudflats of Brunswick Point are a great place to 
view migrating shorebirds, waterfowl, Bald Eagles, wintering Short-
eared Owls and Snowy Owls some years. A highlight is the West-
ern Sandpiper migration in late April, during which several hundred 
thousand stop to feed on their journey to the Arctic. They return 
south in July and August. In winter, farmland around Roberts Bank 
hosts Trumpeter Swan and Snow Geese and many raptors, includ-
ing occasional rarities like Gyrfalcon and Prairie Falcon. A scope 
and timing of tides (mid-high tide) is helpful for maximum viewing. 
Access: The public dyke at Brunswick Point is at the end of River 
Rd. West in Ladner. Roadside parking is limited; do not block farm 
driveways or trespass onto farmland. Wheelchair accessible. 
 

5. Tsawwassen Ferry Terminal 
At the west end of Highway 17, this area includes the bays around 
the jetty leading out to the ferry terminal. Highlights include a Great 
Blue Heron heronry with several hundred nests on Tsawwassen 
First Nation land on the landward end of the jetty. This part of Rob-
ert’s Bank is also a great area for waterfowl, especially Brant and 
shorebirds, including Black Oystercatcher, Black Turnstone and 
some songbirds. 
Access: The causeway to the ferry terminal is part of Highway 17 
so do not stop on the highway. For parking and to view the heronry 
turn left onto Tsawwassen Drive from Highway 17 at the traffic 
lights and follow the road to a gravel parking area by the beach 
near Tsatsu Shores. From here one can walk along the shoreline.  
 

6. Centennial Beach - Boundary Bay Regional Park 
Boundary Bay is a shallow marine bay and a major preserve of mi-
gratory birds. The park at Centennial Beach has salt marsh, marine, 
sand dune (a rare ecosystem), tidal flat, beach, meadow and 
hedgerow habitats. More than 225 species of birds have been seen 
here including on rare occasions Snowy Owl, Mountain Bluebird 
and Western Meadowlark. The path along the dyke between Cen-
tennial Beach and 12th Avenue provides opportunity for viewing 
waterfowl and shorebirds in season, especially at high tide; the in-
land paths are good for songbirds and raptors. Look for roosting 
and feeding Great Blue Heron, Bald Eagle and Brant – a marine 
goose that flocks here during migration and winter. Caution: the 
tide comes in very fast here over the tidal flats, do not be 
caught out. Access: Reached from the east end of 12 Ave. or from 
the Centennial Beach parking lot off Boundary Bay Rd.,  
Tsawwassen, City of Delta.  Facilities: benches, washroom. 
 

7. Boundary Bay Regional Park – Dyke Path 
The park includes a 20km (12.4mi) trail on the dyke around Bound-
ary Bay between Beach Grove Park in Tsawwassen and Mud Bay 
Park in Surrey (see # 17). In winter, the dyke at the south end of 
64th, 72nd and 104th Streets provides access for viewing of Bald 
Eagle, Northern Harrier, Peregrine Falcon, waterfowl, shorebirds 
and Short-eared Owl (also Snowy Owl some years). Songbirds visit 
the hedgerows in all seasons and Great Blue Herons search for 
prey in the ditches or gather on the mud flats. The intertidal area on 
this part of Boundary Bay is a Wildlife Management Area. Caution: 
the mud flats are unstable, please stay on the dyke for your 
walk. Access: From 17A Ave. in Tsawwassen, park at Beach 
Grove Park; Also  can access from Ladner Trunk Rd., Delta, to the 
south end of 64 and 72 St. or from Hornby Drive to the south end of 
104 St. (park at the Metro Vancouver Delta Heritage Air Park). 
Dykes are closed to traffic, except local farm vehicles; cycling is 
permitted. Park only in designated locations, cars parked in 
other areas may be towed.  Facilities: benches, washroom at 
Beach Grove Park and at the Heritage Air Park. 
 

8. North 40 Park Reserve 
Formerly, the Vancouver Wireless Station (1949 - 1971), the site 
was returned to nature after the station was closed. This park is 
now a dog off-leash park but retains some of the rich habitat for 
hawks, eagles, owls, flycatchers and songbirds that once made it a 
very special destination. Several interpretive signs are placed 
throughout the park to inform about its history during its Wireless 
Station years. Caution: trails well used by dog-walkers. 
Access: On 72 St. between Ladner Trunk Rd. and Churchill St.  
Facilities: benches 
 

9. Deas Island Regional Park 
A 70ha (173ac) park with 5km (3.1mi) of trails through meadows, 
marsh and sand dune habitats. Mixed deciduous forest, shrubs and 
riparian habitat provide shelter and food for owls, raptors, wood-
peckers and songbirds. One of the historic buildings relocated to 
this park houses a colony of Yuma and little brown bats in its attic. 
Striped skunk, mink, opossum and coyote have been seen here. 
Look for Rufous Hummingbirds in spring and ducks swimming in 
the Fraser River. White sturgeon and salmon may be seen jumping 
in the river in summer or fall, respectively. The park is linked to  
Ladner’s Ferry Road via the Millennium Trail (walking and cycling). 
Caution: watch for incoming tides when some trails may be 
flooded.  Access: 2km north of Highway 99, turn left off River Rd. 
onto Deas Island Rd. Facilities: benches, washroom. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Ladner Harbour Park, South Arm Marshes 
Wildlife Management Area 
Both of these natural wooded wetland areas along the Fraser River 
in Ladner are important wintering, migration or breeding habitats for 
waterfowl, shorebirds, raptors, Great Horned Owl and many song-
birds. Cottonwood forests intersected with shady sloughs provide a 
peaceful walking environment. Look for nesting Wood Duck, Marsh 
Wren and springtime warblers. Access: Ladner Harbour Park can 
be reached from River Rd., Ladner, and South Arm Marshes Wild-
life Management Area from Ferry Rd, Ladner. Facilities: parking, 
picnic area and washroom at Ladner Harbour Park. 
 

11. Watershed Park 
11km (6.8mi) of trails take you through coniferous forest and to an 
open meadow lookout with views. Look and listen for songbirds, 
including migrating warblers and vireos in spring. Varied Thrush 
visit the conifers and Red-tailed Hawk and other raptors are regular-
ly seen. There are black-tailed deer in the forest and low-lying areas 
are good places to look for native frogs and newts. Caution: The 
trails are well-used by mountain bikers, walkers and dog-
walkers.  Access: 11600 Kittson Parkway, North Delta. Facilities: 
parking, picnic area, some wheelchair access. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

21. Joe Brown Park 
Adjacent to Panorama Ridge, the trails in this hillside park take you 
through a mixed woodland and by a stream. 106 species of birds, 
coyote, black-tailed deer, muskrat and American beaver have been 
seen here. Caution: watch for horses, they have the right of way. 
Access: 5434 125A St. just west of Colebrook School. Trails can 
connect to the Metro Vancouver / Delta / South Surrey Regional 
Greenway which goes to Mud Bay Park. Washroom at baseball 
field. 
 

22. Sunnyside Acres Urban Forest Park  
A 130ha (321ac) park with over 4.5km (2.8mi) of trails through sec-
ondary transition mixed forest of conifer and deciduous trees, 
shrubs and herbaceous plants. Songbirds, woodpeckers, squirrels, 
black-tailed deer may be seen. Access: entry to park at about 144 
St. and 24 Ave. At 2598 144 St. is a trail entrance with no parking. 
Numerous trails throughout the park with additional access on 148 
St. and also on 28 Ave. Facilities: Parking on 24 Ave., benches. 
 

23. Chantrell Creek Park 
A small wooded park south of a school with ponds. American  
beaver and songbirds can be seen here. Access: 13741 24 Ave. 
street parking on 136 St. 
 

24. Southmere Village Park 
These stormwater holding ponds are surrounded by the Southmere 
neighbourhood off 16th (North Bluff) Avenue and the 149th hundred 
block. Songbirds such as chickadees, Bushtits and Red-winged 
Blackbirds nest here and the trees provide roosting for Bald Eagle 
and Great Blue Heron.  American Wigeon, Mallard, Canada Goose 
are present year round. Pied-billed Grebe, Common and Hooded 
Mergansers are often seen on the water. Access: 1701 Martin 
Drive, street parking off 17 Ave. and Martin Drive. Path extends 
north of 18th or one can walk west to Centennial Park in White 
Rock and walk south through either Anderson or Dupree Ravines 
(steep stairs) to the beach on Marine Drive doing a loop for those 
taking a longer walk. Facilities: benches, wheelchair access,  
washroom at Centennial Park in White Rock. 
 

25. Darts Hill Garden Park 
This lovely park is a 3ha (7.5ac) botanical garden adjacent to an 
extensive natural area. Trails lead one through gardens including 
examples of alpine and native plants. Songbirds observed here in 
season. Access: Parking off 168 St. and 17 Ave. or off 16 Ave. at 
170 St. Note: this park is open by ticketed pre-registration only.  
Visit www.surrey.ca/dartshill  for current information.  
Facilities: Benches, washroom, parking, some paths are  
wheelchair accessible.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
26. Little Campbell Biodiversity Area & Hatchery 
The Little Campbell Hatchery is located here. Previously an old 
growth forest cleared for farming, this riverine forest of mixed coni-
fer and deciduous trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants, provides 
important habitat for salmon in the Little Campbell River (Tatalu) 
flowing west to Boundary Bay. In flood, there are numerous  
wetlands and ponds along the lower riverside trail. The upper trail’s 
shaded forest has more mature conifers and wildflowers. Song-
birds, woodpeckers, Belted Kingfisher, heron, swallows, waterfowl, 
owls and raptors may be seen. Spotted Sandpiper nest on the  
property to the south. Mammals here include North American river 
otter, American mink, black-tailed deer, American beaver, Douglas’ 
squirrel, Townsend’s chipmunk and coyote. Access: 1284 184 St.   
Facilities: parking, the lower trail has wheelchair access, benches, 
picnic tables, interpretive signs and washroom. 
 

27. Redwood Park 
A 50.2ha (124ac) arboretum of mature native and introduced coni-
fers and deciduous trees, native shrubs and herbaceous plants and 
grassy meadow habitats is home to numerous songbirds, wood-
peckers, raptors, squirrels and deer. Access: In South Surrey, 
drive east on 24 Ave. or 16 Ave., turn onto 176 St., then drive east 
on 20 Ave., the park entrance is on your right, 17900 20 Ave.  
Facilities: parking, washroom, benches, picnic shelter and play 
area.  
 

28. Bose Forest Park 
This 7.4ha (18ac) forest  has large western red cedar, Sitka spruce 
and Douglas-firs dominating the forest. Salmonberry, Osoberry and 
wild flowers fill the understory. Rare in Surrey, there is a swamp 
habitat with large swaths of swamp lantern. black-tailed deer,  
coyote, Pacific water shrew and amphibians may be present along 
with owls, woodpeckers, songbirds and butterflies. Access: 6203 
164 St. Facilities: parking, picnic, playground, benches, no wash-
room. Trail is wheelchair accessible but steep in some areas. 
 

29. Surrey Lake Park 
A 2 km (1.24mi) trail takes you east and south around the marsh 
and human-made lake (stormwater detention) and then rises east 
into a mixed forest of deciduous and conifer trees. The trail then 
takes you north, looping back to the lake trail. Waterfowl, songbirds 
and herons can be seen here; check the golf course to the north as 
well. Access: Drive north on 152nd St. and turn east into 7500 152 
St.  Facilities: Parking lot has an informational kiosk, benches. A 
part of the trail is wheelchair accessible.  
 

30. Green Timbers Urban Forest Park & Surrey 
Nature Centre 
The 16km (10mi) trails take you through a secondary forest, around 
a human-made lake, creek, some wetland and fields. Songbirds,  
waterfowl, herons can be seen here. Access: Surrey Nature  
Centre, 14225 Green Timbers Way. Trails provide further walking to 
14600 block 100 Ave. through park trails. Facilities: parking,  
washroom at Surrey Nature Centre, wheelchair access.  
 

31. Godwin Farm Biodiversity Preserve Park 
A 10.5ha (26ac)park with 1.5km (1mi) trails wend past a pond and 
though a grove of redwood trees and around a meadow and  
orchard. There is a 175’ Douglas-fir tree that is over 180 years old. 
Habitats support songbirds, raptors, waterfowl, amphibians, and 
mammals. Access: 9016 164 St. Facilities: parking, wheelchair 
access.  
 

32. Tynehead Regional Park & Hatchery 
The Tynehead Hatchery is located here. This 255ha (631ac) park 
with 15.2km (9.4mi) trails take you through mixed forest, meadows 
and along the salmon bearing Serpentine River. Songbirds, raptors, 
herons, deer, squirrels can be found here. Caution: Cycling is 
permitted on the Perimeter Trail. 
Access: 16689 96 Ave. The Tynehead Perimeter and Birch Grove 
trails are wheelchair accessible. Facilities: parking,  
washroom, picnic areas.  
 
 

Township of Langley  
 

39. Derek Doubleday Arboretum 
A 9.7ha (24ac) park with 1km (6mi) trail through a planted area and 
along a small riparian wetland where songbirds may be seen. Trails 
connect to the Arbour Ribbon Trail to the north. Access: 21559  
Fraser Highway. Facilities: parking, picnic area, washroom. 
 

40. Glen Valley Regional Park 
The eastern section of the park has 3km (1.86mi) of trails along the 
Fraser River. Walking west you will join in the section called Two Bit 
Bar Nature Preserve and the Poplar Bar section is at 9117 272 St.  
Access: 28000 River Rd., east of Fort Langley.  
Facilities: parking, picnic, washroom. 
 

41. Williams Park 
A 2.6km (1.6mi) loop trail leads through a mixed forest and along a 
salmon bearing stream where a variety of birds can be found.  
Access: 68 Ave. and 238 St. Facilities: parking, picnic, washroom, 
playground. 
 

42. Derby Reach Regional Park 
12.9km (8mi) of trails take you through coniferous and mixed forest, 
old field, bog (viewing platform) and along the Fraser River. In 
spring, you may hear nesting Sandhill Cranes in the bog. There are 
a wide variety of songbirds and raptors such as Red-tailed Hawk 
and Cooper’s Hawk. Purple Martins are now nesting at Meunch Bar. 
Access: Several entrances, 21801 Allard Crescent.  
Facilities: Campground open March 1- October 31; parking, picnic,  
washroom.  
 

43.  Brae Island Regional Park 
Trails take you through mature second growth and a cottonwood 
forest along the Fraser River. This 68ha (168 acre) Regional Park is 
within the traditional territory of the Kwantlen First Nation. There is 
distinct vegetation and flood tolerant trees along the shoreline and 
trails lead you to Tavistock Point and a marsh habitat. Other birds 
commonly seen include woodpeckers, Belted Kingfisher, Great Blue 
Heron, Bald Eagle and songbirds including wrens, chickadees and 
thrushes.  A campground on the island allows one to explore the 
area for multiple days and enjoy the mountain views. Near the park 
entrance is a 3.2km (2.2m) Fort to Fort Trail ( 22868, 22892 Billy 
Brown Road) connecting to Derby Reach Regional Park (see be-
low). Caution: strong river currents.  Access: In Fort Langley at 
9451 Glover Rd., just northeast of River Rd. Facilities: parking, 
washroom, wheelchair access.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

44.  Campbell Valley Regional Park 
This 535ha (1,321ac) park is in the Hazelmere - Campbell Valley 
and once logged and cleared for farmland; it now has many rich and 
diverse habitats including mixed coniferous—deciduous forest, 
meadow, old field, managed farm fields, wetlands, ponds and ripari-
an habitat (Little Campbell River). There are 20km (12.5 mi) of walk-
ing trails to explore, also boardwalks, numerous benches and inter-
pretive signs. In spring and summer, you may see migrant song-
birds including Western Tanager, Black-headed Grosbeak, Swain-
son’s Thrush and warbler species. Three woodpecker species, 
Chestnut-backed and Black-capped Chickadees, vireos, Red-
breasted Nuthatch, Bushtit and other songbirds, several species of 
owl as well as waterfowl, American beaver, black-tailed deer, salm-
on and squirrels are found here. The Little River Loop trail is 2.2km 
(1.4mi) and has a gentle slope; Perimeter Trail is 3.7km (2.3mi). 
Caution: horses and cyclists may be on some of the trails.  
Access: 20285 8 Ave. or off 16 Ave., just east of 200 St. in South 
Langley also there are other entrances to the park. Facilities:  
parking, washroom, benches, nature centre, wheelchair access. 
 

45. Langley Municipal Nature Park 
A  29ha (73ac) coniferous forest with a continuation of the wetland 
system that runs through Campbell Valley Park (Little Campbell Riv-
er). 1.5km (.9mi) trails and a bridge lead over the creek leads to a 
loop trail. Alternatively continue along the South Langley Regional 
Trail that extends from Campbell Valley Regional Park to 256 St., 
partly along 8 Ave., through rural fields etc. Songbirds,  
woodpeckers, raptors and black-tailed deer may be seen.  
Access: 400 block and 224 St. in South Langley.  
Facilities: parking at the nature park, washroom, informational  
kiosk, wheelchair accessible. 
 

46. Aldergrove Regional Park 
The 14.1km (8.7mi) trails take you through broadleaf, coniferous 
and mixed forest, managed and old field habitat, meadow and wet-
lands.  Migrant and resident songbirds, waterfowl, American beaver 
and amphibians may be seen here. Access: 27240 8 Ave., South 
Langley. Facilities: parking, picnic, washroom, several  
entrances to the park.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
47. Jackman Wetlands Park 
This 23ha (56ac) park with constructed and natural wetlands, old 
field, and young broadleaf forest provides an excellent site for find-
ing water birds. There are open wetlands and ones with a lot of  
cover so many species can be spotted. Nesting Bullock’s Oriole are 
a feature of the park in summer and many other songbirds are 
found here in season. Caution: there is a Frisbee golf course on 
the eastern side of the property (by the parking lot) so this area 
best avoided when folks are “golfing”.  The  Fraser Valley  
Retriever Training Club meets at the park periodically and have 
permission to allow their dogs into the SW wetland. On these 
days stick to the north wetland although it may dry up in  
summer. Access: 1000 block of 272 St., South Langley.  
Facilities: parking, washroom. 
 

48. Seasonal Crow Commute may be seen at 250 St. and 
16 Ave.; check out this site at sunset in the winter months. Over 
35,000 crows gather by the road just south of 16 Ave, before head-
ing into their roost on private property at dusk. 

33. Surrey Bend Regional Park 
Trails take you through a 348ha (860ac) ecological park of old field 
habitat, a secondary forest and a fresh water riverine foreshore on 
the Fraser River. Songbirds, waterfowl, herons, cormorants and 
deer may be seen here. Access: 17775 104 Ave.  
Facilities: parking, washroom, picnic tables, wheelchair access. 
 

34. Barnston Island Regional Park 
The western tip of the island is Robert Point (Surrey), a 12ha (30ac) 
site with trails, washrooms and picnic area on the Fraser River. The 
eastern 16ha (40ac) Mann Point site (Township of Langley) is a 
wildlife viewing area with no facilities. Access: At the north end of 
176 St., turn east on 104 Ave., there is a parking lot just before the 
ferry dock. Caution: there is NO parking on the island, you can 
walk on the ferry and it is wheelchair accessible. Note that 
most of the 28 ha (69ac) island is private property. 
 

35. Hi-Knoll Park 
There are two areas, one on each side of Colebrook Road. The 
lower trail takes you through riparian marsh and grassy meadows 
along the Nicomekl River flowing west; Belted Kingfisher, waterfowl, 
songbirds, raptors and coyote may be seen here. The upper trail on 
the south side of the road takes you through secondary forest with 
native shrubs. The park is well known for its native wild flowers. 
Songbirds and woodpeckers are common here. Caution: the lower 
trails to the north can be flooded and the upper trail to the 
south has steep sections. Access: 19569 Colebrook Rd. Parking 
on the northside, informational kiosks.  
 

 
 
 
 

City of White Rock 
 

36. Semiahmoo Bay Foreshore and Historic Pier 
The 2.2km (1.2 mi) promenade along the foreshore provides exten-
sive sea views. The 472m (1,548’) historic pier is well worth walking 
out to view sea ducks, gulls, loons and other pelagic birds in sea-
son. Check out the rock jetty for Double-crested, Brandt’s and Pe-
lagic Cormorants, Black Turnstone and Black Oystercatcher. A resi-
dent flock of feral pigeons attract Coopers Hawk. Wintering water-
fowl include loons, grebes, numerous duck species including Harle-
quin Duck and three scoter species. There are a variety of gull spe-
cies seen here and shorebirds will be present in season if there are 
no dogs running off-leash. North American river otter, harbour seal, 
California sea lion, grey and humpback whales can sometimes be 
seen here. At low tide, one can explore the abundant marine inver-
tebrates in the extensive eelgrass meadows and westward towards 
Kwomais Point along the rocky shore. Walking east along the 
beach, one can access the Little Campbell River (Tatalu) estuary 
(below).  Caution: Never walk along the railway tracks, this is a 
very active rail line.  Access: 8 Avenue or Marine Drive west  of 
Highway 99; the Semiahmoo First Nation Reserve, (Little Campbell 
River (Tatalu) estuary) is on the south side of Marine Drive.  
Facilities: Parking along Marine Drive from Finley St. west to High 
St., washroom, benches, wheelchair access, restaurants and shops 
along Marine Drive. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

37. Little Campbell River (Tatalu) Estuary 
The Little Campbell estuary is located on the Semiahmoo First  
Nation Reserve and therefore respectfully best viewed from Marine 
Drive (8th Ave.) south of Stayte Street (160th St.) or from the beach 
when the tide is out. The estuary extends east to Highway 99 and is 
considered the most intact flood plain remaining in the Lower Main-
land. From Marine Drive near the bridge, one may seasonally see 
Great Blue Heron, Green Heron, Belted Kingfisher, shorebirds and 
waterfowl including Bufflehead, Mallard, American Wigeon, North-
ern Pintail, etc. Cliff Swallows once nested under the bridge. Mixed 
forest, shrubs and herbaceous plants all provide habitat for migrat-
ing and resident songbirds. From the beach, one can view the pro-
tected river mouth, and remaining salt marsh. Wintering waterfowl, 
gulls, herons, shorebirds and cormorants may be seen. North 
American river otter, black-tailed deer, raccoon, coyote, salmon and 
butterflies may be seen here. Access: View from Marine Drive (8 
Ave.) and Stayte St.(160 St.) or view from the beach at  low tide.  
Facilities: washroom on Marine Drive as in #36 above,  
restaurants, shops. 
 

City of Langley 
 

38. Brydon Lagoon  
This is a constructed wetland with a level perimeter trail linking to 
High Knoll Park in Surrey and extends east along the Nicomekl  
River to 208 St.. Many waterbirds call this area home throughout 
the year along with resident woodpeckers, songbirds and a  
regularly spotted Green Heron. Access: 5257 197 St.  
Facilities: parking, benches, wheelchair access. 
 
 

12. Burns Bog - Delta Nature Reserve 
Burns Bog is a large, domed peat bog covering 3,500ha (8,600ac). 
Classified as an Ecological Conservancy Area, it is mostly closed to 
the public due to safety and conservation reasons. The bog has 14 
different plant communities and some 175 bird species have been 
documented including Sandhill Crane, nesting raptors, and 41 spe-
cies of mammals including Pacific water shrew, 11 amphibians, six 
reptiles and over 4,000 invertebrates.  
 

The Delta Nature Reserve, 60ha (148ac) is a publicly accessible 
area located in the northeast corner of Burns Bog. Here, board-
walks allow access to explore and look for bog plants such as sun-
dew, Labrador tea, bog cranberry, swamp laurel, cloudberry, crow-
berry and velvet-leaved blueberry. Songbirds and raptors inhabit 
the woodland with its shady undergrowth in this relatively small  
reserve. Beavers live in the banks of waterways, and other smaller 
voles or shrews may be spotted. This is a great place to gain some 
experience with the peaty wetland of the raised bog, and its special-
ised inhabitants.  Access: Off highways 17 & 91 at Great Pacific 
Forum / Planet Ice Delta (sports complex) on Nordel Court where 
there is access to a trail to the Delta Nature Reserve. Wheelchair 
access. *As a part of the Metro Vancouver / Delta / South Surrey 
Regional Greenway from Mud Bay Park, the greenway will be  
extended north from 64th Ave. to the Alex fraser Bridge in the near 
future. 
 

City of Surrey 

13. Kwomais Point Park, South Surrey 
A coastal bluff with mature conifer and some deciduous trees. 
Songbirds, owls and woodpeckers may be seen here as well as  
grey whale from a viewing platform in March or April.   
Access: 1367 128 St. Facilities: parking, benches, washroom, 
wheelchair accessible, venues available for events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14. Blackie Spit Park (& Crescent Beach) 
A 25.5ha (63ac) park situated at the mouth of the Nicomekl River. 
This marine park includes a small sandy peninsula, extensive mud 
flats, some salt marsh, sand dune and a dry forest with coniferous 
and deciduous trees, fruiting shrubs and herbaceous plants. Nearby 
community gardens are also well worth checking for birds. The area 
is renowned for migrating shorebirds (seasonal), raptors, wintering 
waterfowl, migrating and nesting songbirds and hummingbirds.  
Purple Martin nest boxes can be seen on pilings in the estuary. 
North American river otter, American Beaver, tiger beetles, dragon-
flies and butterflies are a few other species that can be looked for in 
this ecologically diverse area. The park can be very busy on sum-
mer weekends. To protect this sensitive ecosystem, always stay on 
trails. Caution: do not walk out onto the mudflats which are tid-
al and unstable. Access: 3136 McBride Ave. Facilities: parking, 
picnic tables, benches, washroom, wheelchair accessible. 
 

15. Crescent Park  
A 52ha (128ac) park with a 2.9km (1.8 mi) loop trail through mature 
secondary forest and ponds. Barred and Great Horned Owls, Red-
tailed Hawk, Bald Eagle, warblers, finches, and sparrows may be 
seen here in season, black-tailed deer sometimes wander through 
the area.  Access: 2610 129 St. off Crescent Rd.  
Facilities: washroom, benches, picnic shelter, playing fields, 
wheelchair accessible. 
 

16. Elgin Heritage Park / Stewart Farmhouse 
The historic Stewart farmhouse connects with open fields, some 
forest, small ponds, fresh and saltwater marshes and a 3km 
(1.86mi) shoreline dyke trail along the Nicomekl River estuary. 
Wander the trail and look for ducks, geese, raptors, and a variety of 
songbirds and migratory shorebirds in season.   
Access: 13601 Crescent Rd. or alternatively at the Stewart Farm-
house, 13723 Crescent Rd. Facilities: washroom, benches, wheel-
chair accessible. 
 

17. Nicomekl Riverfront Park 
The City of Surrey is planning this new park with riparian shrubland, 
some conifers and a herbaceous corridor with a marshy wetland 
developed over a reclaimed golf driving range adjacent to the Ni-
comekl River. This area is likely to increase in biodiversity in the 
coming years. It is currently habitat for a variety of waterfowl and 
songbirds. Great Blue Herons often congregate.  
Access: Primary access is103D Greenbelt (3435 150 St. or 14900 
35 Ave.); Other park areas are at 104G Greenbelt (access from 154 
St. at 154A St.) and  103F Greenbelt by Anderson Creek only 
(14699 Winter Crescent);  Kayak Launch Access: Launch your 
kayak at 102G Greenbelt (3711 Elgin Rd.) to kayak west of the Sea 
Dam (at Elgin Rd.). Launch your kayak at 104G Greenbelt(15496 
40 Ave., east of 40 Ave. bridge) to kayak east of the Sea Dam (at 
Elgin Rd.). Look on City of Surrey Cosmos to confirm locations. 
 

18. Serpentine Wildlife Management Area 
This 105ha (262ac) protected area in the Serpentine River flood 
plain has a grassy dyke surrounding freshwater marsh. Trails trav-
erse old field, managed field habitat and wetlands, hedges are 
good for songbirds. A 3.5km (2.1mi) trail loops around three obser-
vation towers that provide good views of the site. There are Tree 
Swallow, Wood Duck and Barn Owl nest boxes present. Waterfowl, 
songbirds, including nesting Marsh Wrens and Common Yellow- 
throats, herons and raptors may be observed here; occasional rari-
ties are spotted. Virginia Rail are more often heard than seen. 
Mammals to watch for include: muskrat, American beaver, North 
American river otter, coyote, bats and voles.  
Access:  14246 44 Ave. or at a second entrance, 4981 King 
George Blvd. Parking on the north side of the road. Wheelchair  
accessible. 
 

19. Mud Bay Park 
Mud Bay is the east extension of Boundary Bay at the mouth of the 
Serpentine and Nicomekl Rivers. The dyke trail takes one along the 
marine foreshore past salt marsh and saline old field habitat with 
deciduous shrubs and herbaceous plants. Look for migrating shore-
birds and songbirds in season and resident songbirds, raptors,  
waterfowl and insects. Access: 13030 48 Ave. This park can also 
be accessed from Beach Grove Park in Tsawwassen along the 20 
km (12.4mi) Boundary Bay dyke trail. Some birders cycle the dyke 
route. Also see # 7 above. Facilities: parking, benches, washroom, 
wheelchair accessible. 
 

20. Colebrook Park 
A 175ha (432ac) natural area park on a slope with trails through 
mixed conifer and deciduous forest. This woodland park has a  
variety of birds in season, including Bald Eagles, Barred owl and 
different species of woodpeckers, finches and sparrows. In summer 
look and listen for migrant warblers, vireos and tanagers.  
Access: 14311 Colebrook Rd., between Mud Bay Park and King 
George Blvd.  
 
 

Blackie Spit salt marsh, photo: M. Cuthbert 

George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary ponds,  
photo: M. Cuthbert 

 

Little Campbell River  flowing through the  
Little Campbell Biodiversity Park, photo: M. Cuthbert 

Little Campbell River flowing into Semiahmoo Bay at low tide,  
photo: M. Cuthbert 

 

 

Contact Information and Resources: 
Metro Vancouver Regional Parks information and park trails  
brochures: http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/parks  
    
City of Surrey Parks: www.surrey.ca/parks   
 

City of Delta Parks, www.delta.ca/parks-recreation/parks-trails/ 
 

Township of Langley Parks,  
www.tol.ca/recreation-culture/parks-and-amenities 
 

Wildlife Conservation Society of Canada, www.wcscanada.org  
 

Important Bird Area Program in Canada, www.ibacanada.org 
 

Key Biodiversity Areas in Canada, www.kbacanada.org 
 

Nature Canada, www.naturecanada.ca  
 

Birds Canada, www.birdscanada.org 
 

eBird, www.ebird.ca 
 

eBird Rare Bird Alert, 

 https://ebird.org/canada/alert/summary?sid=SN35799 

Vancouver Rare Bird Alert, 

https://bcbirdalert.blogspot.com/p/vancouver-and-fraser-valley.html  

iNaturalist, www.inaturalist.ca  
 

BC Field Ornithologists, https://bcfo.ca 
 

BC Nature, www.bcnature.ca 
 

Delta Naturalists Society, www.dncb.wordpress.com  
 

Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society, www.birdsonthebay.ca 
 

Langley Field Naturalists, www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org  
 

Nature Vancouver,  
www.naturevancouver.ca/birding/birding_birding_sites 
 

Nature Guides BC, www.natureguidesbc.com 
 

North Cascades Audubon Society, 
www.northcascadesaudubon.org 
 

Georgia Basin Habitat Atlas: Boundary Bay,  
www.cmnbc.ca/atlasgallery/georgia-basin-habitat-atlas  
 

BC Bird Trail, https://bcbirdtrail.ca  
 

Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary, www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com 
 

Orphaned Wildlife Rehabilitation Society (OWL), 
www.owlcanada.org 
 

Winter flood along the Little River Loop trail,  
Campbell Valley Regional Park, photo: M. Cuthbert 

Using this Site Guide 
Each numbered site is noted in its general location on the map 
side of this poster. Site descriptions include address, information 
about parking, wheelchair access and washroom availability. 
Disclaimer: We do not warrant conditions on, or safety of, any 
site, and assume no liability for injuries suffered as a result of 
travel or other activities associated with this map guide. 
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Trail Guide 

Nature Viewing Ethics 
Respect Wildlife - Keep your distance to observe but not disturb; 
Respect Habitat - Do not damage or remove plants or berries;  
Do not Approach Young Wildlife - an adult is usually nearby  
waiting for you to leave. 
Control Pets - Keep pets safe and under control with a leash; pets 
can harm wildlife & hinder viewing opportunities. 
Suggestions - move slowly, be patient and quiet, use binoculars or 
spotting scope, choose the right season or time of day. (“Parks & 
Nature Places Around Vancouver”- Nature Vancouver) 

Sandhill Cranes in cattail marsh,  
George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary, photo: M. Cuthbert 

As with all nature parks, do not leave valuables in your vehicle and 
take care to lock your car doors.  

Visit: 

www.birdsonthebay.ca  

Gulls, Historic Pier in Semiahmoo Bay, photo: T. Carr 

Green Heron, Brydon Lagoon, photo: T. Carr 

Includes City of Delta, Point Roberts, City of Surrey, 
City of White Rock, City of Langley and the  

Township of Langley 

Jackman Wetlands Park, photo: Robert Puls 

We respectfully acknowledge the locations 
on this trail guide are on the traditional,  
ancestral & unceded territories of the  

South Coast Salish peoples on whose land  
we live, work & play. 
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