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Climate Adaptation from the 

perspective of Fraser River Delta 

Shorebirds 

 

 
After earning a master’s degree in 
International Environmental Policy at the 
University of Northern British Columbia, 
James had the opportunity to work with 
WWF-Canada on topics ranging from 
eelgrass and marine planning to 
hydropower and the Water Sustainability 
Act.  This experience established a base of 
knowledge he is now applying to the 
context of the Fraser Estuary Key 
Biodiversity Area.  On behalf of Birds 
Canada, James is building support for the 
development of a Fraser River Estuary 
Management Plan for this KBA. 
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Dunlin Over the Fraser River  David Bradley 

 

SPEAKERS 2022, via ZOOM 

 

Feb  1 - James Casey, Birds Canada - Climate Adaptation and Shorebirds  
Mar 1 -  David Hoar - Underwater in Micronesia (tentative title) 
Apr  5 - Martin Gregus Jr. - Before They Sink (South Pacific Islands under Threat) 
May 3 - Kristin Hill - Bird-Friendly Coffee and Certification 
June 7- Ron Long - Chasing Wild Orchids and other Botanical Adventures in Western 
             Australia 

 

 
Great Blue Herons, Iona, January 26th Brian Avent  



 

Poster by Geof Hacker  



From Jim Kneesch, our ZOOM Master: 

Please join us for our monthly Delta Nats meeting followed by a presentation at 8:00 
pm by James Casey - "Climate Adaptation and Shore Birds" 

Click on the Zoom Link below to join the meeting: 

I will open the Zoom meeting at 7:00 for conversation before the meeting starts at 
7:30. 

If you are unfamiliar with Zoom, please follow the link below to get an introduction to 
attending a Zoom meeting. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E 

When you join the meeting, your microphone will be muted (off).  

You can turn your microphone and video on or off by clicking on the icons on the lower left of 
the tool bar on your windows Desktop screen.  (Other devices may have the tool bar at the top 
of the screen).  Move your mouse up or down to activate the tool bar. 

Please mute (off) your microphone during the meeting.  

You can use the Chat feature to pose questions and comments to the group. 

To see who is in the meeting, select Participants on the tool bar 

To talk, physically  raise your hand and when acknowledged by the Chair - press and hold your 
space bar to talk. 

See you on Tuesday. 

Delta Naturalists is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Delta Naturalists' Zoom Meeting and Presentation 
Time: Feb 1, 2022, 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89904926525?pwd=STV4R01HRlRKbXZPbHphdTIvWEZndz09 
 

Meeting ID:  899 0492 6525 
Passcode:  780622 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89904926525?pwd=STV4R01HRlRKbXZPbHphdTIvWEZndz09


Raptors Tagged at YVR 
 

Terry Carr: Over the years we have seen raptors with large white wing tags. These are birds 
that have been relocated from YVR. 
 
These sightings should be reported giving the location, tag number and whether it is on the 
right or left wing.  (Ed. Note: Report to YVR Wildlife Management  kkirkby@anatumbc.org ) 
 
On Dec 15 we saw a Northern Harrier harassing a tagged Rough-legged Hawk at Terra Nova. 
That bird had been relocated from YVR to Chilliwack on Nov 5. 
 

 

 

  

mailto:kkirkby@anatumbc.org


 

      Common Redpoll  David Hoar 

 

Spotted Towhee        David Hoar 



 

 

 

Kildeer at Boundary Bay, December 30th 

 

 

In a Southlands ditch, late January   David Hoar  



NATURE NOTES UPDATE 
 

Watch for Delta Naturalists’ Nature Notes in the online and print copies of the Delta Optimist.  

Contributions and feedback are welcomed.  Please contact Elizabeth Perrin at 

perrinep@telus.net or Syd Barber at syd.barber@telus.net 

Helping Barn Owls in Our Area – Peter Ward, Cascade Bird Box Team – Online April 22 
Grassland Set-Asides – Drew Bondar, Delta Farmland  and Wildlife Trust– Online May 11, in 
print May 13 
The Ups and Downs of Backyard Beekeeping – Nicki Brockamp – Online June 8, in print June 
10 
Regional Parks Snap & Share – Kim Houghton, Boundary Bay Park Association – Online June 
22, in print June 24 
Exploring Delta’s Biodiversity – Anne Murray – Online July 5 
The Barn Swallows of Tsawwassen – Anita DenDikken – Online July 21, in print July 22 
Gardening for Butterflies – Pam Swanigan – Online August 3 
Help Nature Come Home – Joe Stephenson- Online August 17, in print August 19 
The Silent Invasion (The Two Pinks of Summer) – David Hoar – Online August 27, in print 
September 2 
The Magic of Mushrooms – NIcki Brockamp –  Online September 14, in print September 16. 
Tree Swallows Boxes – Peter Ward – Online October 6th, submitted for publication October 7. 
Bird Monitoring on the Fraser River Delta -- James Casey, Birds Canada.  Online Nov. 9 
Supporting the Pollinator’s Path -- Morgan Powell, DFWT, online Nov. 24, in print, Nov. 25 
Puddle Ducks, Pondweeds and Pirates, Kathleen Fry, Reifel Bird Sanctuary, online December 
7, in print December 9. 
Owls – Anne Murray – online January 25 
February – consulting with partners - for submission to Optimist Feb. 18 
Fascinating, Misunderstood Bats - Nicki Brockamp - draft received 
Bioblitz - James Casey, Birds Canada - for submission to Optimist April 22 

 
The DNS Nature Notes will continue with monthly columns in the Delta Optimist in 2022 
 

Recent updates to our web site DNS, includes: 

• Weekly Birding Reports: https://dncb.wordpress.com/2021/ 
•  
• Our New Brochures: https://dncb.wordpress.com/dns-brochures/ 
•  
• New Nest Box Maps and pictures: https://dncb.wordpress.com/nestbox/  

mailto:perrinep@telus.net
mailto:syd.barber@telus.net
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/2021/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/dns-brochures/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/nestbox/


Report from the Executive Meeting of January 28, 2022 

 

This is part of the new monthly series of 

abridged reports on the proceedings of DNS 

executive meetings.  Members are welcome 

to ask questions of any executive member 

at any time, including following the short 

verbal report at the monthly general 

meetings.  The executive also welcomes 

suggestions and will entertain any concerns 

brought forward.  

All six executive members were present at 

the Jan. 28 meeting which was held by 

Zoom video conference.  The meeting was 

more of a house keeping meeting than 

usual, as reflected by this relatively short 

report. 

Treasurer Jim reported on the club’s sound 

financial situation.  We are on budget with 

respect to our general operating expenses.  

The executive decided to open a Savings 

account to house the $10,000 gift recently 

received from the dissolving Boundary Bay 

Park Association.   

Elizabeth and Syd reported progress 

confirming the 2022 participation of other 

non-government conservation 

organizations in our Nature Notes column 

initiative with the Delta Optimist 

newspaper.  

The executive deferred yet again, a 

discussion about returning to in-person 

meetings, given the ongoing Covid 

situation.  

The executive’s next meeting is scheduled 

for Friday, Feb. 18.  This will see the 

commencement of our long-planned review 

of internal and especially external DNS 

communications.    

 

FINANCIAL and MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

1-Jan   OPENING BALANCE $19,885.58  

Total Deposits $0.00  

DISBURSEMENTS  

4-Jan Cheque #86 Honorarium (Sarah Schreier) $ 50.00  

7-Jan Interac (BC Nature - insurance) $ 1,706.65  

9-Jan Cheque #87 Donation to OWL $ 500.00  

Total Disbursements $2,256.65  

 

31-Jan  ENDING BANK BALANCE $17,628.93  

FWCU Shares $38.19  

 

Paid up Memberships - Individual 65, Family 36, Total 101 Members 137  



The Great Backyard Bird Count Feb 18-21 
 

An annual four-day event that engages bird enthusiasts of all ages around the world in 
counting birds to create a real-time snapshot of where the birds are. Anyone can participate, 
from beginners to experts. You can count for as little as 15 minutes on a single day, or for as 
long as you like each day of the event. It’s free, fun, and easy – and it helps the birds! The 
Great Backyard Bird Count is a joint program of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Audubon 
with Canadian partner Birds Canada. 

Visit  Great Backyard Bird Count to learn more and get started! 

Connect to Birds, to Nature, and with Each Other 

Birds are everywhere, all the time, doing fascinating things.  Join us, February 18–21, 2022, 

when the world comes together for the love of birds. 

How to Participate 

Be Part of a Global Event 

Watch observation lists roll in from around the world. Each submitted checklist becomes a 

glowing light on our bird sightings map. 

Watch the Live Map 

 

 

http://gbbc.birdcount.org/
https://www.birdcount.org/participate/
https://ebird.org/gbbc/livesubs?__hstc=64079792.6f0ac7115ed5523ff420487b41a7dad3.1643585112134.1643585112134.1643585112134.1&__hssc=64079792.1.1643585112136&__hsfp=2435099120


 

 

Jim Kneesch and Chris McVittie helping Metro Van park’s Marcus and Lanie to install a couple 
of Barn Owl Boxes on Historical Airport Land near 104th and the Dyke.  Photo by Marcus. 
 
One box is in a hanger and one freestanding near the dyke.   



Tom Bearss Bursary – The end of the beginning  

 

Well folks, we’ve done it!  With the 

University of British Columbia (UBC) and 

Tom’s family at our side, we have endowed 

a bursary for a handful of environmental 

study undergrad degrees at UBC and named 

it after Tom.  The capital donated by DNS 

members, Tom’s family, and Tom’s friends, 

will now be self-sustaining under UBC’s 

stewardship, allowing an annual investment 

in deserving students.  

The accompanying Tom Bearss Bursary 

report from UBC’s Valerie Titford thanks us 

and the other donors, pays tribute to Tom, 

and gives some nuts-and-bolts information 

on what has transpired.  The four bursary 

recipients to date are identified, including 

the two most recent ones.  The report 

includes a thank-you letter written by one 

of the recent bursary recipients.  

The Tom Bearss Bursary Endowment Fund 

stands at $61, 344, net of the $3,100 

already paid out in bursaries.  UBC’s 

endowment funds currently generate a 4% 

annual ‘dividend’.  This will translate, if the 

4% rate remains unchanged, into $2400 

plus for the Bearss Bursary next academic 

year.  UBC’s Enrollment Services division 

will have the sole responsibility and 

authority to adjudicate the awarding of this 

money, guided by criteria we established in 

consultation with UBC.  The Delta 

Naturalists Society (and Tom’s family) will 

receive an annual report on the awarding of 

one or more Tom Bearss Bursaries, plus the 

performance of the underlying, endowed, 

Bursary Fund.  

This leaves us with no further need to 

contribute to the fund – and no ongoing 

administration responsibilities.  We will 

simply have the annual satisfaction of 

seeing our significant investment in some of 

our best and brightest environmental 

scholars.  Take a deep bow, everyone!  

 

 



In Memoriam  

TOM BEARSS BURSARY 

THANK YOU  

Gifts from family and friends in memory of Tom Bearss have created the Tom Bearss Bursary.  

This fund is making a difference to students at UBC.  We deeply appreciate your support in 

keeping Tom’s legacy alive as your help is encouraging our students to achieve their dreams.  

We are honoured to present you with this stewardship report to provide you with an update 

on how the special gifts in memory of Tom Bearss are making an impact.  We are pleased to let 

you know that the Tom Bearss Bursary has received a total of $64,444 from 130 donors.  This 

is an incredible way to support and honour Tom Bearss.   

STUDENT RECIPIENTS 

Year      

2020W     

2020W    

2021W  

2021W   

 

Name 

Anthony Pica 

Danae Shephard 

Mackenzie Douglas 

Sophie Wu 

 

Program 

BSCN, 4th Year 

BSCN, 4th Year 

BSCN, 1st Year 

BSCN, 1st Year 

With thanks from:  
Valerie Titford  
Manager of Development  
Faculty of Science Development and Alumni 
Engagement  

2207 Main Mall Vancouver,  

BC V6T 1Z4   Telephone: 604 822 3404  
Email: valerie.titford@ubc.ca 

 

FUND DESCRIPTION 

Bursaries totalling $2,000 have been made available through an endowment established by 

the Delta Naturalists Society, friends, and family in memory of Tom Bearss (1945-2020), for 

Bachelor of Science students who have completed first year and are specializing in 

Environmental Sciences, Marine Biology, Conservation Biology, Ecology and Environmental 

Biology or Natural Resources Conservation.  Preference will be given to students with BC 

government loan funding. Delta Naturalists Society (DNS) initiated this bursary to foster their 

core values of environmental education and nature conservation, and to honour Tom Bearss, 

their charismatic, long-serving President. Tom was an enthusiastic and tireless advocate of 

these values, including through his blog on DNS weekly birding outings, encouraging 

newcomers at DNS monthly meetings and mentoring youngsters in the local NatureKids 

organization. He received two major awards from BC Nature, one in 2014 and one 

posthumously in 2020, recognizing his contributions to birding and the naturalist community 

in British Columbia. The bursaries are adjudicated by Enrolment Services. 

mailto:valerie.titford@ubc.ca


Dear Delta Naturalists Society,  

Happy 2022 and I hope you and your loved 

ones are staying safe and healthy!  

I am Fei (Sophy) Wu and my pronouns are 

she/her/hers. I am an optimistic, 

compassionate, and resilient global citizen 

with Chinese and Canadian cultural 

experiences and a university student 

passionate about environmental 

conservation and urban sustainability. I am 

currently enrolled in the UBC Faculty of 

Forestry pursuing a BSc. in Natural 

Resources Conservation and am selected as 

a first-year Land One program participant.  

I am writing you this letter to express my 

appreciation for your generosity in making 

this bursary possible for me. I know that 

Valerie may have already passed these 

words along but here they are again (with 

some updated experiences at the end): The 

fact that this bursary is dedicated to 

students pursuing an environmental degree 

reassures my determination to learn and 

contribute to the field of environmental 

conservation and education. Thank you for 

the kind consideration and gesture of 

financially and mentally supporting future 

environmental leaders and influencers. This 

bursary has reduced my worries about 

additional expenses for social events, field 

trips, and outdoor equipment. I am better 

prepared and fully engaged in the university 

community. I would appreciate a chance to 

meet and get to know you all and give back 

to the DNS in whatever ways as needed.  

I decided to pursue a BSc. in Natural 

Resources Conservation at UBC because I 

have always been fascinated by nature and 

nurtured by the environmental 

extracurricular (i.e., United Nations 

Environment Programme youth 

expeditions, my high school’s Sustainability 

Council, Outward Bound Canada Northern 

Ontario Dog Sledding Adventurous Journey) 

and volunteering communities (i.e., Ontario 

Nature, United Nations Association in 

Canada Toronto branch, Green Toronto 

Community Stewardship Program) that I am 

a part of. I was also very excited about the 

opportunities that this specific degree at 

the Faculty of Forestry at UBC open me to: 

the Land One first-year community, dual 

degree with BEd., co-op, and Go Global. 

With these experiences, I hope to build a 

strong foundation in understanding 

ecosystem functions, solving socio-

environmental problems, and promoting 

sustainable practices. Ultimately, I will 

commit to careers in which I can explore 

the natural and cultural wonders of the 

world while educating and designing for 

future generations, hence enriching my 

personal life with constant learning and a 

sense of fulfillment. 

 Here are some fun facts about me: I enjoy 

improvised dancing at open spaces on 

campus as a form of meditation in my free 

time. I speak and write native Mandarin, 

fluent English, proficient French, and 

conversational Spanish.  

And here are some highlights of my 

involvements during my first term at UBC: I 

have run and successfully been elected as 

the Canadian Institute of Forestry (CIF) 

Liaison of the Forestry Undergraduate 



Society (FUS). I have attended and 

contributed ideas at FUS and CIF meetings. 

Specifically, I have hosted an original urban 

nature choreography workshop twice as a 

wellness event for FUS and have promoted 

CIF monthly presentations to the UBC 

Forestry community. I most enjoyed going 

onto field trips such as the UBC Botanical 

Garden, UBC Farm, Malcolm Knapp 

Research Forest, and Earth Apple Organic 

Farm with my Land One family. The FUS 

social events have been valuable for me as 

well in terms of meeting people in various 

degrees and years in Forestry.  

In terms of non-forestry extracurriculars: I 

have become a member and attended 

workshops by Dance Horizons and 

Unlimited Dance Club. I tried out Breaking, 

Popping, and Locking classes and 

committed to rehearsing in Burlesque, 

Dance Horizons Company (open-level 

contemporary), and Dance Horizons Crew 

(open-level hip hop) for which I performed 

at the Dance Horizons Mid Year Show on 

December 5th.  

Please find attached some photos 

corresponding to the highlights. And please 

feel free to reach me at 

feisophywu@gmail.com. 

I look forward to networking and sharing 

my future endeavours with you.  

Sincerely, Sophy  

January 12, 2022 

Editor’s note: 

Unfortunately, I was unable to copy Sophy’s PDF photos.  

 

 
Reflections - Iona Regional Park, January 25th Terrance Carr 

mailto:feisophywu@gmail.com


 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

 

 

 

Jan. 25, 2002 

 

Neal Aven | Manager of Parks 

CITY OF SURREY 

Parks, Recreation and Culture 

13450 104th Ave, 

Surrey, BC, Canada 

V3T 1V8 

 

Dear Mr. Aven:  

 

Re: Al and Jude Grass land dedication  

 

The Delta Naturalists Society wishes to add its voice to the groups suggesting that a park, green 

space, or conservation area should be named in honour of Surrey residents, Al and Jude Grass. 

We concur with the sentiments expressed by Phil Henderson, that Al and Jude “have contributed 

greatly to natural history in BC, especially in education and community engagement,” and that 

“they are shining examples of people dedicated to conservation, to learning about our natural 

surroundings, and respecting and caring for organisms and their habitats (from minute lichens 

and bugs to towering trees, birds and large mammals).” 

 

Al and Jude were involved for decades with many activities that are of continuing importance to 

us today.  The Delta Naturalists are a member club of BC Nature, the federation of BC nature 

clubs.  Jude was President for two terms 1983-1987 and 1991-1993, as well as doing long stints 

as newsletter editor and Regional Coordinator for the Lower Mainland Clubs and serving on 

various committees.  She worked with local Delta hunting groups to further protection of habitat 

around Boundary Bay, an initiative that gradually led to the formation of Wildlife Management 

Areas in later years.  Starting in 1976, Jude was for many years until quite recently the volunteer 

compiler for the Ladner Christmas Bird Count (CBC).  The CBC is part of a continent-wide 

initiative to tally wintering birds, dating back 100 years in North America. Jude had the task of 



compiling all the species seen by dozens of observers in the Delta area, a huge task before the 

days of eBird and electronic tallying.  Not only did she do this year after year, but she also 

organized refreshments for the evening count-up gathering!  Jude has always been a keen birder, 

with a great interest in owls and raptors particularly.  Al is also a keen naturalist, with an eclectic 

range of interests.  He wrote dozens of articles on all aspects of nature from lichens to honeybees, 

generously donating his time to BC Nature and Nature Vancouver for regular columns in 

newsletters, and to clubs all around the Lower Mainland for evening presentations, leading walks, 

and providing nature information.  He was an important mentor and friend to DNS’s former 

President, Tom Bearss, and would often accompany us on walks when we were in Surrey.  Al’s 

knowledge of and interest in locations like Campbell Valley Park, led to the protection of many 

important natural areas.  

 

Al and Jude have shared their extensive knowledge and love of nature with generations of the 

public.  It would be a fitting tribute to name a Surrey Park or protected area in their honour. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Anne Murray, Chair, DNS Birds and Biodiversity Conservation Committee 

 

Syd Barber, President, Delta Naturalists Society 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc Phil Henderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DNS Executive  

Syd Barber      President, BCN Rep. 
Elizabeth Perrin    Vice President / Speaker Co-ordinator 
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer/ DNS Facebook Master  
Joanne van Snellenberg   Secretary 
David  Hoar     Director at Large 
Mwenifumbo, Lorraine   Director at Large, Social Lead 
 

DNS Support Volunteers  
 
Betts, Mike     50-50 Draw Co-ordinator 
Borrie, Ken      Web Manager  
Carr, Terry      Outings Co-ordinator  
Coutts, Audrey    Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com 
Den Dikken, Anita    Environment Co-ordinator 
Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Poster Artist & Historian 
MacDonald, Jack    Audio Visual Support  
McVittie, Chris    MetroVan Parks Co-ordinator 
Murray, Anne    Chair, Biodiversity Committee 
Mwenifumbo, Jonathan   Membership Co-Ordinator 
Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support  
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 
Birds and Biodiversity Conservation  Chair Anne Murray, Glen Bodie, Nicki Brockamp 

    Strategy team  Terry Carr, David Hoar, Pamela Swanigan, Chris McVittie  
Whitlam, Valerie    Social Committee 
TBA      Display Co-ordinator 
Delta Nats’ website:    https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
Wildlife Rescue     604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)    604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report          1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE   604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  

http://www.deltafarmland.ca/   Bird Studies Canada 

http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/   BC Breeding Bird Atlas 
https://www.bcnature.ca/about/     

mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
mailto:Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/index.jsp?lang=EN
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
http://www.birdatlas.bc.ca/
https://www.bcnature.ca/about/
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A foggy afternoon in the Maplewood Conservation Area in North 

Vancouver 

 
 

 

      Photos by Helen Baker 


