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All meetings are on ZOOM. 

 
Delta Nats Web site http://dncb.wordpress.com 

Delta Nats Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats 
 

 

Creative Astrophotography and 
Hummingbirds in Slow Motion. 

 
 

 

Dr. Christian Sasse 

Dr. Christian Sasse's passion encompasses 
both eagle photography and 

astrophotography. 

 

 

Dr. Sasse’s academic background as an 
electrical engineer and physicist, 
particularly his knowledge of optics and the 
physical properties of light, has shaped his 
photography. 

His photography uniquely captures colors 
and patterns due to his keen sense of how 
objects reflect, refract, diffract, and 
transmit light.  

Dr. Sasse runs a popular Facebook 
and YouTube channel where he uses 
innovative techniques to bring wildlife and 
astronomy to his subscribers – an 
experience that immerses his viewers into 
an active dialogue during his live events. He 
is now the astronomer-in-charge 
for iTelescope. 

In 2017 and 2018 Christian's photography 
was featured in National Geographic 
articles on astrophotography and eagles, 
and by Nikon USA

http://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats
http://facebook.com/SassePhoto/
http://www.youtube.com/sassephoto
https://www.itelescope.net/


 

 
              C. Sasse 

SPEAKERS 2021-22, via ZOOM 

Contact jkneesch@telus.net for the ZOOM link. 

 
Dec 7 - Dr. Christian Sasse – Astrophotography 
Jan 4 - Sarah Schreier – Fraser River White Sturgeon  
Feb 1 - James Casey, Birds Canada – Climate Adaptation and Shorebirds  
Mar 1 - Martin Gregus Jr. – Topic TBA 

Please join us for our monthly Delta Nats meeting followed by a presentation at 8:00 pm 
by Dr. Christian Sasse - "Creative Astrophotography and Hummingbirds in Slow Motion" 

Festive finery and tasty beverages optional 

Click on the following link to join the meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84864186486?pwd=ZGJlTm5CN1ZHWXlCRmtwdTlQZThGdz09 

I will open the Zoom meeting at 7:00 for conversation before the meeting starts at 7:30.If you are unfamiliar 
with Zoom, please follow the link below to get an introduction to attending a Zoom meeting. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86195638619?pwd=MlBpcEpwUEdUTXU0NjRWU2szN1d5Zz09
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E


WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

Ms. Thea Beckman, Vancouver 

 

 
Sanderlings    Brian Avent 

 
NATURE NOTES UPDATE 

 
Watch for Delta Naturalists’ Nature Notes in the online and print copies of the Delta Optimist.  

Contributions and feedback are welcomed.  Please contact Elizabeth Perrin at 

perrinep@telus.net or Syd Barber at syd.barber@telus.net 

 

Helping Barn Owls in Our Area – Peter Ward, Cascade Bird Box Team – Online April 22 
Grassland Set-Asides – Drew Bondar, Delta Farmland  and Wildlife Trust– Online May 11, in 
print May 13 
The Ups and Downs of Backyard Beekeeping – Nicki Brockamp – Online June 8, in print June 
10 
Regional Parks Snap & Share – Kim Houghton, Boundary Bay Park Association – Online June 
22, in print June 24 
Exploring Delta’s Biodiversity – Anne Murray – Online July 5 
The Barn Swallows of Tsawwassen – Anita DenDikken – Online July 21, in print July 22 
Gardening for Butterflies – Pam Swanigan – Online August 3 
Help Nature Come Home – Joe Stephenson- Online August 17, in print August 19 
The Silent Invasion (The Two Pinks of Summer) – David Hoar – Online August 27, in print 
September 2 
The Magic of Mushrooms – NIcki Brockamp –  Online September 14, in print September 16. 
Tree Swallows Boxes – Peter Ward – Online October 6th, submitted for publication October 7. 
Bird Monitoring on the Fraser River Delta -- James Casey, Birds Canada.  Online Nov. 9 
Supporting the Pollinator’s Path -- Morgan Powell, DFWT, online Nov. 24, in print, Nov. 25 
Puddle Ducks, Pondweeds and Pirates, Kathleen Fry, Reifel Bird Sanctuary, to be submitted 
December 3 for publication December 9.  

mailto:perrinep@telus.net
mailto:syd.barber@telus.net


FINANCIAL and MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 
September 01 – November 30th:  
   
Income:             $13,929.00 
Disbursements:          2,364.24 
Bank balance:              20,075.28 
 
Total members              134   
Total membership fees 2021-2022   $3,584.00         
 
Members received a detailed report on December 3rd.  
 

DNS Executive Monthly Meeting Highlights 

November 26, 2021  

 

All executive members were present for the 

two-hour (Zoom) meeting chaired by 

President Syd.  Returning members 

welcomed newly elected Lorraine 

Mwenifumbo and David Hoar to the ranks 

The executive reviewed the Action Items 

flowing from the Oct. 15 meeting.  All were 

deemed to be accomplished except for the 

future meeting facility search by Syd and 

Joanne, which has been rescheduled for 

December.  Treasurer Jim reported that we 

now have 133 members, a gain of 11 from 

last year.  

The group had a productive discussion 

about what the executive priorities should 

be for the next year.  Central themes 

included more DNS socializing, hopefully 

including a return to in-person meetings, 

and improvements to internal and external 

communications.  Forging a relationship 

with Metro Vancouver Parks also received 

favourable mention.  The discussion will be 

synthesized into a short, annual workplan 

for the executive.  

Jim reported on the dissolution of the 

Boundary Bay Parks Association (BBPA) and 

its implications for DNS.  The BBPA has 

given us a $10,000 donation to be used 

“towards nature education and habitat 

enhancement in the Boundary Bay area”.  

(See letter published elsewhere in this 

Newsletter). The executive accepted Chris 

McVittie’s offer to lead the development of 

a direct relationship with Metro Vancouver 

Parks to at least partially fill the vacuum left 

by the disappearance of BBPA.  

The executive endorsed Syd’s offer to serve 

as the club representative to BC Nature.  

They also accepted Anita Den Dikken’s offer 

to continue as DNS Environmental 



Coordinator and expressed appreciation for 

Jonathan Mwenifumbo volunteering to be 

Membership Coordinator.  

Two communications agenda items were 

deferred to the next meeting, which will be 

on Friday, Dec. 17.  

The executive welcomes member’s 

questions, comments or concerns about the 

above subjects, or others.  Please contact 

the executive member of your choice.  

 

 

 

Brunswick Point Daikon Cover Crop, December 2        Roger Meyer 

 

 

 

 

 



 
       Poster by Geof Hacker  

 



Ed. Note:  I thoroughly enjoyed reading this birding report.  Perhaps You will, too! 
 

DNCB Outing No. 48B: Centennial Beach, Boundary Bay Regional Park, 
December 2, 2021 

 

As we were gathering in the parking area, 
Terry joined us from the pond area where 
he reported a hawk (possible Merlin) in the 
trees. We headed there, and the bird 
swooped closer revealing itself as 
a Peregrine Falcon. The group collected 
below this bird and got excellent looks with 
the Kowa scope before it headed off. 
Today’s lesson is for those who eBird 
regularly, or are thinking about it, as 
learning the 4-letter lingo (short form) for 
local species certainly speeds up keeping a 
list. I’ll only do some! We started with the 
PEFA in the trees above our group photo. 
At this point there were about a dozen in 
the group photo Terry took, and we were 
later joined by Warren and Lynne as we hit 
the beach, and a bit later by Ladner Bryan at 
the concession and Margaretha near the 
Tower. 

We headed to the beach to look for 
shorebirds. None were along the falling 
tide, but there were numerous gulls, some 
dropping clams to get their morning meal. A 
large raft of about 250 black ducks were in 
the distance, and, using the scope, could be 
identified as predominantly Scoter. Some 
Surf Scoter males (SUSC) could just be made 
out, and one of the birds stretching and 
flapping its wings was clearly a White-
winged Scoter (WWSC) so it was likely a 
mixed flock. We expected to see other 
species but with a brisk westerly wind 
blowing offshore, loons and grebes were 
not seen today. Also, there was no sign of 

Black Oystercatchers (BLOY) off the point. 
 
We headed west past the concession 
(picking up Bryan) and saw our first Anna’s 
Hummingbird (ANHU) of the day. There 
were GCSP (remember = Golden-crowned 
Sparrows) and mixed Blackbirds along the 
edge of the parking lot and opposite the 
Dune Trail loop, a Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet (RCKI) flitted along in the blackberry 
vines just off the ground. Over the vines 
numerous ducks could be seen in the 
flooded marsh. American Wigeon and a 
colourful male Northern Shoveler stood out 
amongst the many Mallards and a Northern 
Harrier (NOHA) swooped low over the 
bushes. 
Margaretha joined us as we headed 
towards the Tower, and several Golden-
crowned Sparrows were in the small Red 
Hawthorn trees, one posing nicely for 
photographers. As we neared the Tower, a 
sizable noisy flock of Cackling 
Geese overflew us, a singleton Canada 
Goose flew past over the bay, and a group 
of 18 Brant Geese could be seen landing 
further west amongst a large raft of floating 
Brant. At the water’s edge we still did not 
see shorebirds, so we continued along the 
dyke, and Noreen picked out a Cooper’s 
Hawk as it swooped into the low brush. 
There were Mallard ducks in the ditch along 
with a two pair of Gadwall. There were no 
Green-winged Teal, Northern Pintail, or 
shorebirds in the almost dry Lagoon, but 

https://dncb.wordpress.com/2021/12/02/dncb-outing-no-48b-to-centennial-beach-boundary-bay-regional-park-december-2-2021/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/2021/12/02/dncb-outing-no-48b-to-centennial-beach-boundary-bay-regional-park-december-2-2021/


inshore of the dyke there were 3 Great Blue 
Herons and more ducks. 
 
The large group of Brant Geese could be 
seen off the sand spit, and pockets of gulls 
on shallow spots were evident, as were a 
flight of Northern Pintail ducks passing 
overhead. Along the Beach Grove shore 
there were murmurations of shorebirds and 
as they landed, one large group 
of Sanderling could be seen on one end 
amongst perhaps a thousand or 
more Dunlin. Off the pump house, two 
Greater Yellowlegs were seen just west of 
the main group of gulls. Several Ring-billed 
Gulls were clustered amongst a larger group 
that included Glaucous-winged Gulls and 
probably some hybrid gulls. Perhaps photos 
will reveal the true diversity in this group, as 
on Wednesday I took a photo of the gulls at 
this very spot, and 3 of the 4 gulls 
identifiable by primary wing colour, bill and 
spot, eye, and head streaking were Western 
X Glaucous-winged Hybrid Gulls (Melissa H. 
identified them from my photo), and Anne 
identified Thayer’s (Icelandic Gulls) there 
about 20 minutes before I took the photo. 
Not all gulls are the same is an 
understatement! 
There were numerous House Finch in the 
trees on the newly repaired trail behind the 

pump intake pond as we headed along the 
slough towards the Boundary Bay Road 
entrance. Large numbers of European 
Starlings, a few Golden-crowned Sparrows, 
Spotted Towhee, and Dark-eyed Juncos 
were seen along the new tree plantings and 
a noisy Belted Kingfisher (female) caught 
our attention near the road as a Red-tailed 
Hawk soared overhead. Here we also saw 2 
more Anna’s Hummingbirds, one male 
repeatedly soaring high and plunging down 
doing its characteristic tail-generated 
“chirp” at the bottom of the loop in the 
vicinity of some House Finch beside the 
path. We looked for the Purple Finch seen 
yesterday along the Raptor Trail without 
success, but did see a busy Northern Flicker, 
some American Robins, a female Northern 
Harrier, and many more European Starlings. 
At the north entrance to the Brink’s 
Savannah Trail a Red-tailed Hawk soared 
overhead, and a bit later 2 were seen 
together further to the south. The fairly 
brisk wind made it impossible to hear many 
of the expected small birds, and we did not 
hear the Virginia Rail today in the area 
where 3 or 4 were calling recently. 
We arrived back at the parking area about 
11AM. Although cold and windy, we 
managed to tally 38 species by my eBird 
count.

 
 
David Hoar 
 



 
 
Group photo by Terry Carr: Lorna, Lorraine, Glen, Manli, Pat, Mike B1, David, Lee, Noreen, Jacquie, Jonathan, 

Rosemary, Thea 

 

 

Great Blue Heron   Terrance Carr  



 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet    Terrance Carr 

 

 

Golden-crowned Sparrow     Terrance Carr  



Debbi Hlady’s September 2021 Backyard List Final Results 

 
 
Hi everyone!  Steady fall rains are upon us, yet there are still many backyard birds feeding daily! 
Snow geese are up the Fraser valley or south in the Skagit River valley- fewer sightings now. 
A large group of 25-30 Trumpeter Swans have settled into flooded fields along Hwy 99 west of 
DeltaView Care home so many seniors have these lovely birds for their backyard viewing! 
 
I will be away for a week & will report on our Delta final numbers on Dec. 6 before month mtg. 
 
Here are our Delta Nats yard sightings to date/Nov.25 from ebird.  Not sure of a few other Nov. totals. 
Please email me your total & highlights on Nov. 30 thanks! ): 
 
Grant 31 - Varied Thrush 
Nicki. 27 - Iceland Gull 
Val F 23 -  Red-winged Blackbird 
Jim K 19 - Brown Creeper 
Peter19 -  Stellar's Jay (4!) 
Anne 16 - Pine Siskin 
Kathryn 15 - Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Chris M 13 - Red breasted  Nuthatch 
Brian A 11 - Hermit Thrush 
 
Thanks everyone- keep dry, keep calm, keep on birding! 
 
Debbi 33  Belted Kingfisher (two backyard visits now!) 
 
 

 

Surf Scoter (Melanitta perspicillata)   Pat Smart 



DNS Nature Brochures 
 

The following brochures have been created by members of the Delta Naturalists Society and 
are available for download in PDF format (2-sided brochure, with colour photos by DNS 
members). 

The brochures are free, and available for pick up from Delta public libraries: 
Tsawwassen 1321A 56th Street 

Ladner 4683 51st Street 
North Delta 8440 112th Street 

 
Our brochure project is made possible thanks to generous support from the City of Delta, 
Pacific Parklands Foundation, BC Naturalists Foundation and Delta Naturalists Society. 

They are also available on our Delta Naturalists Society website. 
dncb.wordpress.com/dns-brochures/ 
 

Other locations will be available once pandemic restrictions ease.  
 

 

 

See www.dncb.wordpress.com/dns-brochures/ for a list of the DNS photographers for each 

brochure. 

Videos of Nature Vancouver Evening Presentations 
 
https://naturevancouver.ca/videos-of-evening-presentations/  

about:blank
http://www.dncb.wordpress.com/dns-brochures/
https://naturevancouver.ca/videos-of-evening-presentations/


 

 

Brewer’s Blackbird, Centennial Park, December 1st          Jim Kneesch 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Boundary Bay Park Association makes large donation to Delta Nats 

 

The Boundary Bay Park Association (BBPA) 
is dissolving and has made a large 
associated donation to our organization, as 
outlined in their letter to us, which appears 
on the next page.  BBPA has done some 
great work over the years, and it is a shame 

to see them disappear from the local 
organization landscape.   
 
Your executive will carefully steward the 
relationship with Metro Vancouver Parks to 
at least partially fill the vacuum left by the 
dissolution of BBPA. 



 

Boundary Bay Park Association   16 November 2021 
c/o Frank Rogers 
5763 17A Ave. 
Delta, BC  
V4L 1J3 
 
 

Delta Naturalists Society 
PO Box No. 18044, 
1215C Street, Delta, B.C. V4L 2M4 

 
RE: Donation 
 
Dear Syd Barber,  
 
As you may have heard BBPA has been undergoing some organizational challenges since our Coordinator of 
Volunteers moved on to greener pastures. As a Board we have struggled to recruit new directors and 
volunteers.  Consequently, as of November 5, 2021, the Board has voted to dissolve the organization. 
 
Our bylaws require that in the event of the winding-up or dissolution of the society, all the funds and assets of 
the society remaining after payment or satisfaction of all costs, charges, expenses, debts, and liabilities of the 
society must be given, transferred and distributed to such organizations that at the time of the winding-up or 
dissolution of the society,  

a) are registered societies; 
b) have purposes similar to those of the society; 
c) are designated by the members of the society; and 
d) are approved by Metro Vancouver. 

Happily, the Delta Naturalists Society meets those criteria and the Board has voted to make a $10,000.00 
donation to you!  The cheque is enclosed. 
 
We thank you for the help and support you offered to BBPA over the years and make this donation knowing 
that you will ensure its good use towards nature education and habitat enhancement in the Boundary Bay 
area. 
 
We are proud of the many events and initiatives we have presented and of the work done by our volunteers 
over the years - including the installation of Cammidge House within the park. We remember many fun hours 
browsing at our Car Boot Sales, pulling blackberries, or having Santa visit Cammidge House. 
 
We are thankful to have had the opportunity to work in partnership, not only with Metro Vancouver Parks and 
their on-site staff and management but also with local organizations like the Tsawwassen Boundary Bay Lions 
and you, our biggest supporters. 
 
Now the time has come to move on.  
 

Yours truly,  

Frank Rogers, President  



DNS Executive  

Syd Barber      President  
Elizabeth Perrin    Vice President / Program Co-ordinator 
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer / Membership / DNS Facebook Master  
Joanne Van Snellenberg   Secretary  
David  Hoar     Director at Large 
Mwenifumbo, Lorraine   Director at Large 
 

DNS Support Volunteers  
 
Borrie, Ken      Web Manager  
Carr, Terry      Birding Scheduler /  
Coutts, Audrey    Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com 
Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Archivist/Speaker Posters 
MacDonald, Jack    Audio Visual Support  
Mwenifumbo, Jonathan   Membership Co-Ordinator 
Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support  
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 
Birds and Biodiversity Conservation  Chair Anne Murray, Glen Bodie, Nicki Brockamp 

    Strategy team  Terry Carr, David Hoar, Pamela Swanigan 
Chris McVittie  

Social Committee:     Valerie Whitlam 
Delta Nats’ website:    https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
Wildlife Rescue     604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)    604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report          1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE   604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  
 

 
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:   http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:   http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/ 

https://www.bcnature.ca/about/ 

Bird Studies Canada     BC Breeding Bird Atlas 

mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
mailto:Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/
https://www.bcnature.ca/about/
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/index.jsp?lang=EN
http://www.birdatlas.bc.ca/


THE LAST PAGE 

Winter Echo 

 

It is cold and grey on the Avenue.  

It is still autumn  

but the grumpy Old Man of Winter 

is setting up house 

on the horizon.  

The flashes of color on the Avenue  

are jackets of residents and walkers 

hurrying along,  

trying to get home  

before the temperature drops.  

 

The quiet that envelops the Avenue  

is not that of Summer.  

This is clear, distant, and cavernous,  

isolating everyone in their own capsule  

of cold silence.  

The Avenue is still green,  

most of the trees are evergreen.  

The skeletal branches  

of Walnut, Birch, Maple  

stick out in surrender  

between the deep green of the Spruce and 

Pine.  

 

The Avenue is preparing   

for the Season of Cold and Wet. 

 

 

 

 

J. Adams  

 

 
          Eva Elijas 

Wishing all a Happy Holiday Season and a Healthy New Year. 


