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All in-person meetings and activities cancelled until further notice.  

All meetings are on ZOOM.  

Delta Nats Web site http://dncb.wordpress.com  

Delta Nats Facebook https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

7:30 P.M. 

The Agenda, Executive Report and Proposed Budget was emailed to all members

 

 

Kate Paton 

Wild Vancouver –  

Finding Hope and Joy in Nature. 

  

Ethical wildlife, nature and scenic 

photographer, New Zealander living in 

Vancouver BC. Promoting ethical nature 

and wildlife behavior and photography 

through talks, blog, and social media posts. I 

never give out locations of any of the 

wildlife I watch. I do report some birdlife if I 

think its in the birds’ best interest, but I 

never disclose any owl or endangered 

wildlife species locations. I always respect 

the environment I’m in, usually a Metro 

Vancouver regional park. I don’t litter,  I 

take out what I bring in,  I stay on all the 

marked trails, I never disturb, stress, or bait 

any wildlife or birds.  I do not wear 

camouflage or use hides. You can find me 

on Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, and 

YouTube PacificNorthwestKate Books by 

Kate Paton.  

http://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats
https://www.youtube.com/c/Pacificnorthwestkate


 FUN FACT: Kate Paton grew up in Umtali, Mashonaland East, Zimbabwe 

New Zealander born and grew up in Zimbabwe, Africa, studied meteorology, love travel and 

have an abiding love and respect for nature and wildlife which I try to get across in all my 

videos and photographs. I moved to Vancouver almost ten years ago and fell in love with it - 

and I found my passion - documenting the wonderful variety of wildlife and birds we get here. 

 

SPEAKERS 2021, via ZOOM 

Contact jkneesch@telus.net for the ZOOM link 

Nov 2   Annual General Meeting plus speaker Kate Paton, on ‘Wild Vancouver: Finding 

        Hope and Joy in Nature’  

Dec 7   Dr. Christian Sasse - Astrophotography 

Jan 4    Sarah Schreier – Fraser River White Sturgeon 

Feb 1    James Casey, Birds Canada – Climate Adaptation and Shorebirds 
Mar 1   Martin Gregus Jr. – Topic TBA 

  

 

FINANCIAL and MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

The October 31st bank balance is $10,871.19 and we have 31 family and 61 individuals paid up 
memberships.  

The 2021-2022 budget will be presented at the AGM on November 2nd. 

 

 
Bald Eagle    Glen Bodie  

https://www.facebook.com/Umtali-Mashonaland-East-Zimbabwe-113224745356154/


 
       The race is on – Wigeon vs Mallard    Jim Kneesch 

 

 
Black bellied Plover   David Hoar  



 

 
          Geoff Hacker 



 

 

             Kate Paton 

 



NATURE NOTES UPDATE 

Watch for Delta Naturalists’ Nature Notes in the online and print copies of the Delta Optimist. 

Contributions and feedback are welcomed. Please contact Elizabeth Perrin at 

perrinep@telus.net or Syd Barber at syd.barber@telus.net 

 

The Silent Invasion (The Two Pinks of Summer) – David Hoar – Online August 27, in print 

September 2  

The Magic of Mushrooms – NIcki Brockamp – Online September 14, in print September 16.  

Tree Swallows Boxes – Peter Ward – submitted for publication October 7.  

Return of our Wintering Birds - Kathleen Fry of Reifel Bird Sanctuary – Online October 27, in 

print October 28 

Bird Monitoring in the Fraser River Delta, James Casey, Birds Canada - for November 11 
publication 
  

As you can see, we have had a great diversity of topics, a nice mix of columns from DNS 
members and our partner organizations, and the opportunity to promote the new nature 
brochures produced, and being produced, by our Birds and Biodiversity Committee.  
 
We would love to have some columns in reserve in case a scheduled contribution is not 
forthcoming, and we want to keep Nature Notes alive and well, so we encourage all members 
to consider authoring an article and sending it to Elizabeth at perrinep@telus.net and Syd at 
syd.barber@telus.net 
 

 

Rock Wren   David Hoar  

mailto:perrinep@telus.net
mailto:syd.barber@telus.net


 

Murmuration     Jim Kneesch 

 

 

Widgeons and Snow Geese   Jim Kneesch  



REPORT TO DNS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOV 2, 2021 

 

On behalf of the DNS Birds and Biodiversity 

Conservation Committee. 

The beginnings of the DNS Birds and 

Biodiversity Conservation Committee date 

back about eight years when some of us 

within DNS created two bird brochures: 

Birds in Delta and Experience Birding in 

Delta.  Thanks to the City of Delta, 16,000 of 

these brochures were printed and 

distributed.  As a next step, and with the 

support of then President Tom Bearss and 

the DNS Board, we decided to ask Delta 

Municipality to enact a municipal Birds and 

Biodiversity Conservation Strategy.   

After considerable research on similar 

strategies and environmental regulations in 

other municipalities, our team determined 

what we would like such a strategy to 

encompass.  In November 2016, Tom and I 

presented a slide show to Council on the 

DNS proposal, proposing a strategy 

addressing the birds and biodiversity of 

Delta should be in place in time for the 

International Ornithological Congress (IOC) 

in Vancouver in 2018.  Council accepted our 

request and City of Delta staff were 

instructed to create a strategy.  It took 2 

years, with many public consultation 

meetings by the City.  The municipal 

Strategy was finalised and ratified in 

February 2018, in time for IOC, and was 

spoken about on field tours we gave to 

delegates.  

Tom and I presented again to Council in 

August 2019 on behalf of DNS with a 

progress update on the Strategy’s 

implementation and suggested next steps.  

We noted the rising interest in wildlife 

viewing and non-sport recreation in parks 

and called for the creation of brochures on 

various aspects of local biodiversity.  We 

also endorsed the idea of a BioBlitz in 2021, 

together with monitoring progress towards 

the aims of the Municipal Strategy.  Delta 

Municipality again expressed interest in 

financial support for all these initiatives.  

Our Birds and Bio Committee went ahead 

with the brochure project on behalf of DNS 

throughout 2020 and 2021, despite 

difficulties related to the Covid19 epidemic.  

We obtained funding from outside sources: 

City of Delta, Pacific Parklands Foundation 

(MetroVancouver) and BC Naturalists’ 

Foundation, and the core team donated 

considerable time and energy to the 

project.  Other DNS members and external 

experts were extremely helpful with 

assisting in species identification and 

information, review of text, preparation of 

photos, and writing and reviewing grant 

applications, among other tasks.  As of 

October 31, 2021, we have 6 brochures 

completed and two more close to 

completion.  A media release was sent out 

and distribution of brochures to various 

outlets including local libraries, The George 

C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary, and City 

Hall, is ongoing. The website has been 



updated to include information and 

brochure downloads.  

As well as the brochure project, the DNS 

Birds and Biodiversity Conservation 

Committee has continued to engage with 

municipal, regional, and provincial level 

staff, as well as with other non-profit 

organizations, regarding issues around 

access to and facilities at nature areas (e.g., 

Ladner Harbour marsh, North 40, and 

Boundary Bay dyke), photography and 

other recreational activities, vegetation 

control issues, and signage.  We 

coordinated naturalists’ input to the City’s 

Bat event due to be held in October and 

now postponed to April.  The Committee 

will be reviewing our mandate over the next 

few months, as the brochure project nears 

completion.  The DNS Birds and Biodiversity 

Conservation Committee includes Anne 

Murray, Chair, Terry Carr, David Hoar, Chris 

McVittie, Nicki Brockamp, Pamela 

Swanigan, and Glen Bodie.  

We are grateful for the help of members 

Jack McDonald (photographic editing help), 

Noreen Rudd (editing) and Ken Borrie 

(website updates), the support of the DNS 

Executive, the generosity of the many 

brilliant DNS photographers who have 

provided their photographs, and the 

external experts who have given their time 

so generously to review our work.  These 

latter contributors are all listed and 

acknowledged on the DNS website 

brochures section. 

Anne Murray 

Chair, DNS Birds and Biodiversity 

Conservation Committee 

 

 
Hovering House Sparrow  David Hoar 



 
River Otters    Noreen Rudd 

 

 
Vine Maple in Autumn    David Hoar  



The following report demonstrates a wide range of conservation concerns and projects 

Birds Canada’s Fraser Delta Bird Stewardship Roundtable 

Harris Barn, Ladner 

Oct. 23, 2021 

DNS Rep Syd Barber’s (highly abbreviated) notes on the proceedings  

1. Introductory remarks by organizer and chair, James Casey 

• Roundtable is a substitute for the cancelled Welcome Back Birds event; facility was already 

booked 

• Really hope to resurrect that event next year; think up ideas for it 

 

2. City of Delta remarks (in absentia; read by James)  

• Authored by Erin Clement  

• Commented on several City environmental initiatives, including new tree protection bylaw 

aiming for 40% canopy coverage (of urban areas) 

 

3. Cats and Birds Program – Stewardship Centre for BC (Anna Skurikhina) 

• Pre-recorded video played; much of it inaudible 

• Objective is to reduce the very serious bird kill by cats through a combination of public 

outreach, research, and resource development 

• Trying to get into Canadian Vet Med colleges to influence their small animal curriculum  

• Seeking a dialogue with City of Delta  

 

4. Garden City Conservation Society – Sharon MacGougan (pre-recorded video) 

• Audio again difficult  

• Sounds like a small, Richmond group focused on conservation and development of yards and 

other small tracts of land as bird habitat  

• They have a house named the Bird Nest House that is available at modest rents to artists 

working on nature related projects – novel 

 

5. Ducks Unlimited – Wetland Conservation in the Delta – Benjamin Kavanagh  

• Reported on four aspects of their current program: control of invasive Spartina spp (salt 

tolerant cord grasses that invades mudflats); habitat programs with farmers; land purchase and 

water management  

• Have affected a massive reduction in Spartina anglica since work began in 2016 

• May be close to eradicating it; the other two species also in decline 

• Financial incentives provided to some farmers to grow waterfowl friendly crops in winter to 

help support the largest wintering waterfowl population in Canada 

• Very localized land purchase (e.g., 10 ha tract gifted them/Reifel on Westham I.) 

• Water management in Alaksen Nat’l Wildlife Area; excited about plans to breach some dikes 

there in effort to restore brackish habitat   



6. South Coast Land Conservation Program – Eric Balke 

• A partnership among the federal and provincial governments, Ducks Unlimited and another 

NGO (whose name I didn’t catch) to manage 11 BC Wildlife Management Areas on the South 

Coast, including 5 in this area 

• Focus of program is habitat management 

• Acknowledged issue of photographer harassment of wildlife  

• He has been tasked with developing a Regional Managers Order under the BC Wildlife Act to 

enable better management of this issue; task is legally complex, and he has no timeline for its 

completion 

• Colleague Jessica Bayley developing a plan to improve WMA signage 

• Program has been engaged in surveying habitat mitigation sites in the Delta to see if they are 

effective; finding that only a minority of them are living up to the ‘no net loss’ prescription they 

were established under but typically can’t go back on the companies involved due to interim 

DFO signoff and/or corporate changes; looking for ways to make them more productive 

• Regional (Fraser delta and NW Washington) wintering snow goose population now in the 

140,000 – 150,000 range, well above target level; concerned about impact on tidal marsh 

habitats 

 

7. Raincoast Conservation Foundation – Dave Scott – Fraser Estuary Connectivity Project  

• Their organization is focused on fish research; started in 2016 

• Lots of $$ available now for this, given serious concern about salmon populations  

• Fraser delta brackish marshes are ESPECIALLY important as nurseries for all 5 salmon species 

• Doing lots of field work in the delta 

• Research findings have led them to get involved in habitat restoration, even though that is not 

their focus 

• Were involved with DU and others in recent breaching of Steveston North jetty, which was 

prematurely flushing juvenile salmon out to sea 

• 3, 50-meter-wide breaches created; channels are developing through these breaches and 

sampling reveals significant numbers of juvenile salmon moving through them into the marshes 

behind them.  

• 3 similar breaches of the North Arm jetty to be constructed this winter 

• It receives only about 20% of the flow of the Fraser but about 50% of the juvenile salmon 

moving downstream, according to field research.  

 

8. Delta Naturalists Society – Syd Barber 

• Reported on the routine activities and special projects of DNS pertaining to birds and other 

wildlife  

• Highlighted the major brochure project of the Birds and Biodiversity Committee and made 

copies available to the Roundtable participants  

  



9. The Raptors – Ayla Makowski – Managing Human/Wildlife Interactions at the Vancouver Landfill 

using Birds of Prey 

• Very interesting presentation by this staff falconer of the company/organization 

• They are headquartered on Vancouver Island 

• Have bird control contracts across Canada, including locally at YVR airport and the landfill 

• Use 3 Red – tailed Hawks and 2 Harris’s Hawks at the landfill to manage up to 15,000 gulls 

during the winter 

• Objective is to minimize their presence on the working face of the landfill, so they do not 

interfere with garbage deposition and management there 

• The hawks are amazingly effective, even when just on the handler’s gloved hand 

• The organization has a visitor centre with captive raptors on the Island 

 

10. Smithsonian Migratory Bird Centre – Kirstin Hill – Bird Friendly Coffee Certification  

• Based out of the famous Smithsonian in Washington, DC 

• She has just arrived in Vancouver; sounds like she is going to be based here 

• Their coffee program is relatively new (they have other bird conservation programs) 

• Strong overlap between coffee growing areas and biodiversity hotspots in this hemisphere 

• Sun-grown, monocultural coffee fields are now the norm following clearing of the forests where 

coffee was originally grown 

• Certification of the Bird Friendly coffee is rigorous, according to several criteria (e.g., must be 

40% forest canopy cover and 3 strata present in the canopy) 

• This habitat can support 100s of bird species, compared to just a few dozen in the open coffee 

fields 

• Certifying at levels of the coffee chain: producer, buyers, and roasters  

• Have 15,000 ha under certification now, producing 34 million pounds of coffee 

• Bird Friendly coffee is about $2/lb. more expensive than regular coffee 

• Working to increase demand for it now - some good consumer reaction 

• NOTE: A local roaster was at the workshop providing participants with complimentary, organic, 

Bird Friendly coffee.  He is selling his product for $15/bag, including shipping.  Orders can be 

placed via www.koffeh.com.  

 

11.  Bird and Biodiversity Guide Map – James Casey 

• Birding information is being organized into a publication for south of the Fraser 

• Project is being led by Marg Cuthbert of Friends of Semiahmoo Bay 

• Target audience is (existing) naturalists  

• Looking for $$ and tech support to print and put online 

 

12. Arts projects influenced by nature – Amy Claire Huestis, Kwantlen Polytechnical University, Omar 

Zubair, New York based composer and Jody Sperling, New York based choreographer and dancer.  

• Ms. Huestis, a Fine Arts faculty member at Kwantlen Polytech and artist-in-residence at the 

Richmond Art Gallery, spoke about a project she is involved in with Anderson Elementary 

school to reduce bird strikes on windows using artistic creations  

http://www.koffeh.com/


• The other two presenters spoke to using their mediums to interpret the environment  

• Ms. Sperling talked enthusiastically about an Arctic research expedition she was recently a part 

of and mentioned the emerging discipline of “eco-kinetics”  

• Mr. Zubair suggested that scientists and artists are naturally complementary and should strive 

harder to work together to communicate environmental messages 

•  

13. Birds Canada - Amie MacDonald – Shorebird movement research in the Fraser delta  

• N American shorebird populations down about 40% since the 1970s; long distance migrant 

shorebirds down about 50% 

• Fraser delta annually sees about one million shorebirds, including possibly 60% of all Western 

Sandpipers in the world  

• Doing radio telemetry on local Dunlins to determine regional movement patterns  

• Using the North American MOTUS system so that researchers elsewhere can detect birds radio 

tagged here 

• Have 7 receiving stations in the Lower Mainland and hope to add 2 more 

• Currently capturing and tagging Dunlins (at night) for the second fall 

• Finding some movement between Boundary Bay and Roberts Bank but more localized 

movement within these two areas 

• Two birds caught and radio tagged last spring subsequently showed up in Alaska 

 

14. Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society – Alya Markowski – Invasive European Green Crab Monitoring in 

Boundary Bay  

• This crab somehow came to N. America in the late 1800s 

• Has ravaged eel grass communities on the East Coast since then 

• First detected by DFO here in 2019 

• The Society is collaborating with DFO to monitor Boundary Bay 

• Using two types of live traps baited with cat food 

• Have not caught any European Green Crabs in their traps yet despite considerable trapping 

effort; DFO has caught some in their traps 

• Would welcome support for their project which is costing them about $10,000/yr. 

 

15. A Rocha Canada – Michelle Jackson – Monitoring and Conserving Birds in the Little Campbell River 

watershed 

• Name is Portuguese  

• We take a watershed approach to conservation  

• Prioritize species at risk, in this case Barn Swallows and several amphibians  

• Barn Swallows have seen an 80% decline in numbers in N. America and are designated as 

threatened under SARA 

• This summer were monitoring 31 nests at 16 sites owned by 8 landowners, some of which are 

getting involved and doing the monitoring themselves 

• Also looking at habitat enhancement (i.e., artificial nest foundations) for them  



• Also doing native habitat enhancement in the watershed in collaboration with farmers, and 

leading weekly nature walks 

• Finally, doing water quality monitoring in Boundary Bay where shellfish harvesting has been 

closed for some time due to contaminants  

• Fecal coliform is the worst contaminant 

• Trying to pinpoint where most of it coming from but there are several sources and jurisdictions 

involved, complicating the research 

• Also trying to form an alliance to deal with it 

 

16.  Wrap-up – James Casey – Birds Canada  

• James thanked everybody for coming and participating  

• He will be submitting a summary report to the City of Delta  

 

 

 

  

 

Sandhill Cranes from Reifel.  The first eggs were eaten but the 

family was resilient and found a more secluded spot for a nest and laid 

another egg.  In this photo, the Juvenile was big enough that the 

parents appeared unconcerned about showing off their offspring in the 

pond near the gift shop.     Noreen Rudd 

 

 

 



Tom Bearss Bursary Fund 

 

Your executive is incredibly pleased to 

announce that the bursary DNS established 

at UBC has reached its funding goal of 

$50,000.  In fact, at last report from the 

university, the bursary fund was at $60,000 

and still growing.  We attribute the recent 

surge to a September funding drive that 

Scott Bearss, Tom’s son, initiated within the 

Bearss family and Tom’s circle of friends.  

The overall funding success is a credit both 

to them and the generosity of you, the DNS 

members, over the last 15 months.  

There is only one more step required to 

enshrine this bursary as an endowed fund 

that will sustain the annual bursary on a 

perennial basis – the UBC Senate must 

formally approve the endowment.  We are 

advised this step is just that – a formality – 

and that it will be on the agenda of their 

November meeting.  The $2000 bursary is 

also scheduled to be awarded this fall, for 

the second time, to some deserving 

student(s) in one of the five environmental 

degrees we paired with the bursary.  To 

refresh your memory, these degrees are:    

There is only one more step required to 

enshrine this bursary as an endowed fund 

that will sustain the annual bursary on a 

perennial basis – the UBC Senate must 

formally approve the endowment.  We are 

advised this step is just that – a formality – 

and that it will be on the agenda of their 

November meeting.  The $2000 bursary is 

also scheduled to be awarded this fall, for 

the second time, to some deserving 

student(s) in one of the five environmental 

degrees we paired with the bursary.  To 

refresh your memory, these degrees are:    

• Marine Biology 

• Conservation Biology 

• Ecology and Environmental Biology 

• Environmental Sciences, and 

• Natural Resources Conservation  

The first four degrees are within the Science 

Faculty and Natural Resources Conservation 

is an inter-disciplinary program within the 

Faculty of Forestry.  Undergraduate 

students in their 2nd, 3rd or 4th year in any 

one of these programs are eligible to apply 

for the Tom Bearss Bursary. 

We think our Delta Naturalists Society can 

take a lot of satisfaction in having 

conceived, organized and funded the Tom 

Bearss Bursary in close partnership with the 

University of British Columbia, and Tom’s 

family and friends.  The resultant bursary 

will be a lasting tribute to Tom and will 

provide important university financial 

support to new generations of 

environmental scientists.  

 

 

 

 



 
Bald Eagle    Glen Bodie 

 

 

A hardy bunch of DNS birders, October 26, 2021  Terrance Carr  



DNS Executive  

Audrey Coutts Co-President / Newsletter Editor 
makemusichappen@gmail.com 

Syd Barber      Co-President  
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer / Membership / DNS Facebook Master  
Joanne Van Snellenberg   Secretary  
Elizabeth Perrin    Vice President / Program Co-ordinator 
Den Dikken, Anita     Director at Large / BC Nature Representative  
 

DNS Support Volunteers  
 
Borrie, Ken      Web Manager  
Carr, Terry      Birding Scheduler / Display Co-ordinator  
Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Archivist/Speaker Posters 
MacDonald, Jack    Audio Visual Support  
Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support  
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 
Birds and Biodiversity Conservation Strategy team:  Chair Anne Murray, Terry Carr, 

David Hoar, Nicki Brockamp, Chris McVittie,  
Pamela Swanigan 

Social Committee:     Valerie Whitlam 
Delta Nats’ website:    https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
Wildlife Rescue     604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)    604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report          1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE   604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  
 

 
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:   http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:   http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 
Boundary Bay Park Association 
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar 

https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/  https://www.bcnature.ca/about/ 

Bird Studies Canada     BC Breeding Bird Atlas  

mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
mailto:Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/
https://www.bcnature.ca/about/
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/index.jsp?lang=EN
http://www.birdatlas.bc.ca/


THE LAST PAGES 

AUTUMN = MUSHROOMS 

October 18-19, 2021 

 

 

Bolete Mushroom, Cougar Creek David Hoar 

 

        Coral Fungus, Cougar Creek  David Hoar 

 

 

Cherry Chip, Rmd Nature Park, Glen Bodie 

 

 

 

  Fairy Parachute   Jonathan Mwenifumbo 

 

      Sulfur Tuft Cougar Creek   David Hoar 



 

 

Cherry Chip, Richmond Nature Park, Oct 19 

 

 

Fluted Bird’s Nest, Rmd Nature Park, Oct 19 

 

 

Woolly Inky Cap, Rmd Nature Park Glen Bodie 

 

 

 

 

 

Mushrooming Group:  

Jonathan Mwenifumbo  

Glen Bodie   David Hoar  

Nicki Brockamp   Roger Meyer 

 

The Mushroom Brochure is being worked 

on and some of these photos may appear in 

it.   


