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All in-person meetings and activities cancelled until further notice. 
All meetings are on ZOOM. 

 
Delta Nats Web site http://dncb.wordpress.com 

Delta Nats Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats 

 

Martin Gregus Jr. on ZOOM 
 

 

Living Amongst Polar Bears 

 

Join me for a unique story and a once in a lifetime experience as my team and I set out 

to explore a remote corner of the Hudson Bay.  Camping with the arctic’s apex 

predator we got an inside look at the summer lives of 27 polar bears that fed, nursed, 

and played within feet of our camp. 

Martin’s article on this experience was recently published in Canadian Geographic. You 

can find it here:   www.cangeo.com  

http://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats
http://www.cangeo.com/


SPEAKERS 2021, via ZOOM 

Contact jkneesch@telus.net for the ZOOM link. 

 

Apr 6 -   Martin Gregus Jr. – Polar Bears at Hudson’s Bay 

May 4 -  Deborah Jones – Rain Gardens 

Jun 1 -   Dale Hjertaas – On Safari in East Africa 
 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

Bill Ramey, Vancouver, BC 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

March 2021 

No activity in March 

Bank balance:  $8370.53 

 

 
 
This PBS program is available online: 
 

https://www.pbs.org/video/to-the-ends-of-the-earth-birds-of-east-africa-
fof80m/ 
 
Introduced by esteemed conservationist Jane Goodall and narrated by National Geographic's Bill 
Jones, this documentary focuses on what humanity has in common with other species. Wildlife 
photographer Todd Gustafson captures stories of competition, courtship, family, hunting and flight to 
illustrate the hidden life of East African birds. 

Aired: 04/14/20 

Expires: 04/13/22 

Rating: TV-G 
life of East African birds. 

Aired: 04/14/20 
Expires: 04/13/22 
Ra 

https://www.pbs.org/video/to-the-ends-of-the-earth-birds-of-east-africa-fof80m/
https://www.pbs.org/video/to-the-ends-of-the-earth-birds-of-east-africa-fof80m/
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The First Tom Bearss Bursary Awarded  

 

Audrey and Syd learned on Thursday, 

April 1st, that UBC awarded Tom’s 

bursary for the first time.  This is very 

gratifying.  It is the culmination of a year 

of development work and financial 

contributions from many DNS members, 

as well as from Tom’s family and friends.   

The $2,000 bursary was divided in two 

and awarded to two students in the 4th 

year of the Bachelor of Science Natural 

Resource Conservation program.  This 

interdisciplinary degree, housed in the 

Faculty of Forestry, is one of five 

attached to the Bearss Bursary.  The 

other four are in the Faculty of Science.   

Our Science Faculty contact, when 

telling us about the bursary award, said 

this about the degree involved: “This 

major is rigorous in terms of natural 

sciences with a focus on solving 

conservation issues.  This includes the 

management of renewable natural 

resources, and landscape and local 

planning for terrestrial and aquatic 

ecosystems.  Graduates from this 

program have the opportunity to 

become a Registered Professional 

Biologist or Forester." 

Syd and Audrey hope to learn more 

about the bursary recipients to share 

with DNS members.   

This month, the DNS executive will issue 

the 2nd annual invitation to donate to the 

Tom Bearss Bursary Fund.  At last 

report, it was at $13,500 and growing.  

Our goal is to build it to the $50,000 

endowment level over the next couple of 

years, again with the help of Tom’s 

family and friends.  If we can achieve 

this goal, the bursary will sustain itself, 

hopefully in perpetuity.   

Stay tuned! 

 

 
Western Meadowlark      Noreen Rudd  



NATURE NOTES UPDATE 
 

Our Nature Notes initiative is off to a 

great start. 

  

The first column, “Life on the Slough” by 

Valerie Fuller, was published online 

March 22 and appeared in the March 25 

print edition. 

  

A column submitted by Ducks Unlimited 

Canada will be included in the Optimist’s 

article on Earth Day to be published 

April 8.  It will be identified as a Nature 

Notes column. 

  

Peter Ward’s column on the Cascade 

Bird Box Team’s efforts to boost Barn 

Owls’ breeding population by providing 

them with deluxe accommodation will be 

submitted for publication April 29. 

  

We are waiting for confirmation from 

Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust that 

they will provide a column for May 13. 

  

Nicki Brockamp will write a column on 

backyard beekeeping for June 10 

publication. 

  

Pam Swanigan has offered a column for 

August 19. Topic to be decided. 

  

Other DNS contributions, including 

columns from the Birds and Biodiversity 

Committee on the release of brochures, 

two of which are close to completion, 

will be scheduled as soon as possible 

along with articles from partners.  

  

Elizabeth and Syd thank those who 

have, or have promised to, contribute. 

They hope this initiative will educate and 

inspire interest and love of nature in our 

local community. They are also grateful 

to the Editor of the Delta Optimist for 

being so accepting of this concept. 

 

 
Merlin       Jim Kneesch 



ANNE MURRAY RECEIVES HER PLAQUE FOR DELTA’S HERITAGE AWARD 

 

 

 

On March 18th, Delta Mayor George Harvie presented a framed certificate to Anne 

Murray for her 2021 Friends of Heritage Award which was awarded at the City Council 

meeting on February 22nd.   The award was for her book Tracing Our Past: A Heritage 

Guide to boundary Bay. 

 

 

 

Anne's books can be ordered at: 
A Nature Guide to Boundary Bay, Tracing Our Past (natureguidesbc.com) 
 

http://www.natureguidesbc.com/about_us.html


 
White-Moustached Towhee       Jim Martin  

 

 

Pied-billed Grebe        Jim Kneesch 



 

A Dead Tree’s 

Excellent Adventure 
Presented by Ken Bevis, Stewardship Biologist 

Thursday, April 8, 2021 at 7:00 pm via Zoom 

The important role dead wood plays in the shaping and 

maintenance of habitats, soil, and the forest ecosystem 

 

Sponsored by White Rock/Surrey Naturalist 

*************************************** 

 

 

Langley Nats member, Todd Heakes, is holding a workshop at Campbell Valley Park 

on Friday, 9th, on identifying woodpeckers by their calls and drumming. 

  

Meet at 9am at Campbell Valley 8th Avenue parking lot. Todd will start with a 

presentation followed by a walk in the woods. Registration is a must as we can only 

take nine plus the presenter, so we have four spaces left. We may well do this again in 

April. 

  

Register with Gareth Pugh at 604 649 1027 

 

**************************************** 

 

 

Up to half a billion monarch butterflies lie sleeping, having overwintered in Mexico. As winter ends 
and spring arrives, the sun warms their wings, and the forest comes to life as a cascade of butterflies 
take flight! Robot Spy Hummingbird is right there in the heart of the spectacle. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hq3X60H7aBo 
 
more John Downer videos here: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/JohnDownerProd/videos  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hq3X60H7aBo
https://www.youtube.com/user/JohnDownerProd/videos


Back Yard / Balcony Bird Challenge 
 

 

March high total of 33 species tied Nikki (again!) & Jim K & 2nd highest of 32 Kathryn 

(again!) & Diane!  

Top lister award goes to Grant E of 19 lists for March!   MSB (most seasoned birder) 

award Val W and random draw door prizes go to Peter W & Mike B! 

18 participants this month, total results below and please refer to Glen Bodies March 

spreadsheet! 

Congratulations everyone!  Keep calm, bird on! 
  

33 Nicki B -Northern harrier, VATH 

33 Jim K*- Sharpshined hawk, STJA 

32 Kathryn -Rufous hummingbird, RWBL  

32 Diane K-Stellars jay, ROPI  

31 Grant E -Trumpeter swan, SSHA 

  

28 Vicki H - Double crested cormorant, BRCR 

27 Anne M*- Huttons vireo, CAGO 

27 Mike B -American goldfinch  

26 Val F- American coot, GCKI  

23 Val W- Bald eagle, Bushtit 

22 Ken B*-Hairy woodpecker, PUFI 

21 Peter W*-Chestnut-backed Chickadee 

18 Marion S-Bewicks wren 

17 Liz S* -Barred owl, VGSW 

17 Chris M*-Cooper's hawk, GBHE 

17 Brian A-Red breasted nuthatch, SNGO 

17 Glen B*-Varied Thrush, BEWR 

? Alberta -Western meadowlark/E starling 

* denotes Forest habitat yards (Landsat imagery)  
  

Top winter season Feb/March yard bird photo honours: 

  

Nicki /Bruce of American Robins in snowy fountain; Jim K of Barred Owl in fountain 

bath, Glen B -RBNU & Grant E -DOWO up in the suet!  

 

PLEASE SEND out to above group again you photogs! 

Thanks all for sharing your pix, sightings & making 2021 Covid winter pass 

by!  Welcome spring March arrivals of swallows, Rufous hummers, bluebirds, vulture, 

Osprey! April will bring warblers!  

Debbi (March yard list 36)   



Story – Eagle Take-Out 
 

Hi fellow backyard birders.  Thought I’d share an exciting sighting in my backyard last 
night.  While washing dishes, I looked out kitchen window into our backyard and 
noticed something odd in Hemlock – looked like bunch of leaves on some 
branches.  But where did that come from, I didn’t notice that earlier today?  Did wind 
blow it in?  Then I went to another window and looked up – there a mature Bald Eagle 
is diligently working on something.  Then I panicked – where is our cat? Cat is out!   I 
rushed to bigger window to see the Eagle working on something that looks a bit grey – 
our cat is grey!  But then I saw it – feathers were falling from the source of Eagle’s 
attention and not cat fur.  Whew!  The Eagle was working in earnest to pull the feathers 
out of a Mallard it had caught for dinner.  There were feathers flying 
everywhere!  Guess it was preparing duck take out to return to the nest that is just a 
block away.  First time I’d ever seen that – see attached photos for details.  Lots of 
feathers to clean up the next morning. 
  
Regards, 
Grant Edwards 
 

 

  



Meditation on Crows 
 

 
I have recently become aware of how 
smart crows are.   
 
I witnessed a crow take a Pine Siskin as 
it was sitting on the side of the water 
feature.  The Siskin was likely sick and 
sluggish, and the Crow hopped up, 
grabbed the Siskin, hopped down, killed 
it and flew off with it.  Two days 
later, three times I caught and released 
a Pine Siskin that was struggling, but 
catching it revealed a damaged leg, (not 
salmonella), which interfered with it 
maintaining its balance, but did not 
prevent it from flying.  The Crow 
observed me releasing the bird, and the 
third time I released it, as it was flying 
low over the ground, the Crow followed 
it and caught it on the wing, killed it and 
proceeded to pluck it Hawk style.  
 
In competition with the squirrels for food, 
the Crows are honing their intimidation 
tactics, and have begun to fly very low 
and straight at the squirrels, taking off 
from the roof.  The squirrels started this 
by leaping at the crows to make them 
leave, but the Crows are not worried, 
and only go a few feet before returning 
to the food which is meant for the 
squirrels and other birds.  Their 
persistence in getting rid of interference 
also transferred to a front-end loader 
that took a tree in a neighbour’s yard 
down a month ago - the crows 
screamed and yelled and dove at the 
machine.  It was not a tree that they had 
nested in, but perhaps they were 
scoping it out for the current season. 
 
 

 
American Crow 

 
The Crows have also developed a 
technique for emptying the squirrel-
buster large feeder - they leap up and 
hang on to the ring around the bottom of 
the feeder, while flapping their wings, 
and then push off, releasing the bottom 
which has slid down to cover the feed.  
The feeder releases seed as the bottom 
snaps up, and the feeder swings from 
the Crow pushing off, also releasing 
seed. 
 
When I put out leftover fish or chicken 
skin, or the occasional stale bread, “my” 
two local Crows immediately call their 
friends, who all arrive for the feast.  
Unfortunately, if the amount is small, the 
Crows spend as much time chasing off 
the birds they called in the first place, as 
they do picking up the food.  This is 
NOT smart. They cram their bills to the 
point their calls are muffled, and then fly 
off to cache it somewhere.  I am sure 
the neighbour’s gutters are full of 
leftovers.  I can never figure out how 
much they actually consume, as it 
appears they fly off with most offerings.  
Maybe they eat it later.  



 
Two years ago, their nest was in a tall 
tree which I could see from the front 
window. Unfortunately, I also had a 
bird’s eye view of the Red-tailed Hawk 
as it consumed their one offspring that 
year.  Last year, they nested in a more 
hidden location in the neighbour’s tree 
behind my house. 
 

 
These two Crows clearly recognize us 
and have become much bolder in our 
presence than crows other than this 
pair, when we are outside.  That feels 
pretty good. So even though they like to 
eat our expensive bird seed, we do 
appreciate that they likely keep the yard 
clear of lots of unwanted pests as they 
patrol the yard regularly. 

 
 
Article and photos by Marion Shikaze 

 

 

 

 

Pileated Woodpecker  



 

Slate coloured Junco  Marion Shikaze 

 

 

 

Bewick’s Wren    Noreen Rudd  



 

Sora      Noreen Rudd 

 

 

Virginia Rail     Noreen Rudd



  

 

In late March, the CBBT, (Cascade Bird Box Team), installed a Dual 4 chamber Bat 

Box in West Ladner.  Nicki Brockamp and Bruce Taylor mounted two bat boxes on their 

home.  They hope for resident bats in the near future.   

Delta is home to largest bat colony in B.C., a 3,000-strong contingent living in the attic 

of Burrvilla, a historic house in Deas Island Regional Park. 

Here some facts about bats from Community Bat Programs of BC: 

• There are 10 species of bats in the Greater Vancouver Region. They all eat 

insects and arachnids. 

• B.C.’s largest bat is the Hoary Bat, with a wingspan of about 39 cm (15") and 

weighs as much as a dinner fork. 

• Some species of bats can live up to 40 years. 

• Although bats use echolocation, they can see very well in the dark. 

• Bats are the only mammal naturally capable of true and sustained flight. 

• Bats are clean animals, grooming themselves almost constantly. 



• Bats do not chew or scratch wood or wires like rodents do. Their tiny, sharp teeth 

are used to crunch hard bodied insects. 

• There are over 1,300 known species of bats in the world. Nearly 70 per cent of 

these bats are insectivores. 

• Bats play an important role in our ecosystem by eating insects, including insect 

pests of our forests, crops and gardens. 

• Bats save farmers billions in pesticide application and crop lost each year. 

Bats in Our Community 

Female bats form maternity colonies in April and May each year in preparation for their 

reproductive season. 

Bats may roost in natural and artificial sites such as crevices, trees, buildings, bridges, 

or bat boxes. These habitats are critical for female bats as they only have one young 

each year. 

Bats will feed over fresh and salt water. Take a sunset stroll to observe bats in your 

neighbourhood. 

What You Can Do to Help 

Report known roost sites, dead bats, and unusual late winter bat behavior (e.g., bats 

flying during the daytime) to vancouver@bcbats.ca or 1-855-922-2287 ext. 11. 

If you have installed a bat house, register your bat house at bcbats.ca and join the BC 

Annual Bat Count in June. 

Work with local or regional groups to conserve bat habitats (e.g., old trees and 

buildings, water bodies) on your property and in the community. 

Be a bat advocate, learn about these fascinating animals and educate your friends and 

families about their benefits, and the threats they face. 

To learn more about bats and why we need to protect them, see 

  

Amazing Facts About Bats 

• Bats can live more than 30 years and can fly at speeds of 60 miles per hour (or more!). ... 

• Bats can find their food in total darkness. ... 

• Bats can eat up to 1,200 mosquitoes an hour. ... 

• Baby bats are called pups!  

mailto:vancouver@bcbats.ca


CORRESPONDENCE 

  

Apr 1, 2021 

 
Hi there! 
  
Just wanted to let you know that the 13th Annual Photo Contest is now on and runs for the whole 
month of April. 
  
We have a new format this year, the contest will be posted on our letstalkdelta.ca platform - Earth 
Day Photo Contest | Let's Talk Delta, and you can upload your information and photo directly on this 
webpage. 
  
You have to sign up for the webpage if you haven’t already, (have to be a resident of Delta), but after 
that I think it’s pretty straightforward. I’m still learning this platform myself, but please email me if you 
have any troubles and I will try to help out. 
  
We will be promoting the contest today in the Optimist & North Delta Reporter, and through the month 
of April on social media. I am asking if you could please help spread the word! 
  
Thank you! 
Leeann 
_________________________________                                                                                     
Leeann Graham, EP 
Environmental Officer 
The Office of Climate Action & Environment | City of Delta 
LeGraham@delta.ca | t. 604-946-3282 
<image001.jpg> 
 Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail. 
  

 

Mt. Baker from Centennial Beach  Noreen Rudd 

http://letstalkdelta.ca/
https://letstalk.delta.ca/earthdaycontest
https://letstalk.delta.ca/earthdaycontest
mailto:LeGraham@delta.ca


DNS Executive  

Audrey Coutts Co-President / Newsletter Editor 

makemusichappen@gmail.com 

Syd Barber     Co-President  

Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer / Membership / DNS Facebook Master  

Joanne Van Snellenberg  Secretary / Membership Co-ordinator 

Elizabeth Perrin    Vice President / Program Co-ordinator 

Den Dikken, Anita    Director at Large / BC Nature representative  

 

DNS Support Volunteers  
 
Borrie, Ken     Web Manager  

Carr, Terry      Birding Scheduler / Display Co-ordinator  

Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  

Hacker, Geof     DNS Archivist/Speaker Posters 

MacDonald, Jack    Audio Visual Support  

Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support  

Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 

Birds and Biodiversity Conservation Strategy team: Chair Anne Murray, Terry Carr, 

David Hoar, Nicki Brockamp, Chris McVittie 

Social Committee: Lead Joanne Williamson, Valerie Whitlam 

Delta Nats’ website:    https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 

 

Wildlife Rescue     604-526-7275  

Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  

Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)   604-737-3074  

Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  

OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  

Wildlife Violation Report        1-800-663-9453  

Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE  604-666-3500  

Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  

 

 
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:   http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 

Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:   http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 
Boundary Bay Park Association 
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar 

https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/  https://www.bcnature.ca/about/ 

Bird Studies Canada     BC Breeding Bird Atlas 

 

mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
mailto:Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/
https://www.bcnature.ca/about/
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/index.jsp?lang=EN
http://www.birdatlas.bc.ca/


IN MEMORIAM 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Andrew Bearss     1945 – April 10, 2020    

Never to be forgotten. 

 

 


