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Gardening for Bats  
  
All Canadian bats feed exclusively on insects. During the summer months, female bats 
may consume their own weight in insects each night while pregnant and lactating. This 
equates to 1000s of insects per bat per night! 
 
If you enjoy gardening, an easy way to help bats in your neighbourhood is to plant more. 
Add some night plants or beneficial trees to your garden or deck to attract nocturnal 
insects, and important bat prey such as moths. Plants that have white or light-coloured 
flowers, plants that bloom at night, or plants that are fragrant at night are ideal. A simple 
hobby that is especially important for bats in urban areas where foraging habitat is limited.  
 
To further enhance bat habitat, add a garden pond. Fresh drinking water is very important 
for bats. However, they need a clear path to access the water as they drink while flying. 
Please ensure there is access through any vegetation planted around ponds. 
  
Below lists some native plants that are beneficial to bats. For a full comprehensive list 
visit bcbats.ca and see Appendix B of their Bat-Friendly Communities document. 

Bat-friendly plants: 

 Alder: red, green, stika, mountain (Alnus spp) 

 Poplar: trembling aspen, black cottonwood, balsam poplar (Populus spp) 

 Birch: paper, water, scrub (Betula spp) 

 Cherry: choke, pin (Prunus spp) 

 Rose: prickly, baldhip, Nootka, prairie (Rosa spp) 

 Currants: sticky, waxy, skunk, northern black, trailing black (Ribes spp) 

 Spirea: birch-leaved, pyramid, pink (Spirea spp) 

 Honeysuckle: Utah, orange (Lonicera spp) 

 Red-osier Dogwood (Cornus stolonifera) 

 Douglas Maple (Acer glabrum) 

 White-flowered Rhododendron (Rhododendron albiflorum) 

 Hairy Evening Primrose (Oenothera villosa ssp. strigosa) 

 Saskatoon berry (Amelanchier alnifolia) 

 Twinflower (Linnaea borealis) 

 
Please note that if you are planning on enhancing bat habitat in your yard that cats are the 
#1 predators of bats in urban BC. Please care for bats, by keeping cats indoors around 
sunset and sunrise when bats are most active. Consider, also talking to your neighbours to 
inform them that you have a bat garden. 

Thank you for supporting bats! 


