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Bat Encounters: What do you do if you come across a bat? 
  
If you come across a bat do not touch it unless necessary. Always wear gloves and keep 
pets and children away. Report all encounters to the Community Bat Programs of BC and 
any contact with skin immediately to your doctor or the Public Health Authority. What 
is the circumstance of your bat encounter? 

1. A LIVE bat FLYING around your house during the night, close doors to contain 
the bat in the room. Then open any doors and windows to the outside and wait, 
the bat will find its way out. If it is early morning the bat may find a spot to sleep 
for the day; it will leave the following night around sunset. To trap a live bat 
flying on your home, wait for it to settle on a wall, wait ~15-20 min before 
approaching to allow it to go into a sleep-like state, see #2 below. 

2. A LIVE bat SLEEPING on your wall INSIDE A BUILDING. Put on gloves 
and grab a container. Approach bat slowly, trap the bat in the container as you 
would do for a spider. Place a piece of carboard behind it. Bring it outside. Place 
it near the base or a tree/fence with container on its side. Bats can not take flight 
from the ground and must crawl up a surface to take flight. 

3. A LIVE bat SLEEPING on OUTSIDE wall. Do not approach and let be. The 
bat will leave on its own.  The bat is using this location as a temporary roost and 
will leave at sunset to feed. It may return to roost in the same location for 
consecutive nights but will generally leave the vicinity within 3-6 days. If the bat 
is in reach of children or pets, please keep them away, advise neighbourhoods, 
and/or relocate (See #2 above). 

4. A LIVE BABY bat (not fully furred), baby bats do not fall far from their roost 
site. You can attempt to place it back into its roost by getting a pole with a cloth 
tied to one end. Place the pole next to the bat and allow it to crawl onto it and 
cling to the end of the pole. Raise the pole to the roost and wait for the bat to 
crawl off towards its roost. If you are unable to reunite the baby with its mother, 
then take it to the Wildlife Rescue Association in Burnaby (604-526-7275). 

 If you are unsure where the roost is, gather the bat and place in a 
cardboard box with airholes. Wait for sunset and sit near the location 
where the bat was discovered. Look to see where bats are emerging. Once 
you’ve located the roost, attempt to lift the baby bat into its roost. Please 
report your bat roost to the BC Community Bat Program and consider 
joining the BC Annual Bat Count from June 1st to August 5th. 

5. A DEAD BABY bat (not fully furred) please gather it for retrieval so it can be 
sent in for testing. To gather the bat, wear gloves, wrap the bat in paper towel and 
double bag it with two Ziploc bags. Place the bat on ice or in your freezer and call 
1-855-922-2287 for pickup. 
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6. A LIVE bat on the GROUND. Bats can not take flight from the ground; a live 
bat on the ground may appear injured but is often healthy and uninjured and likely 
in a sleep-like state. Keep children and pets away. Advise neighbours of bats 
location. Let nature take its course or relocate. To relocate, use a pole/rake/stick 
with a cloth tied on the end to gently lift off ground. Walk bat to the base of a tree 
or fence; a surface it can climb up to allow it to fly to safety. 

7. An INJURED bat with obvious injuries, place it in a box with a lid with a few air 
holes and take it to the Wildlife Rescue Association in Burnaby (604-526-7275). 

8. A BAT flying around in the DAY.  Bats rarely fly during the day; this bat is 
displaying abnormal bat behaviour and may have rabies. Do not touch it and 
ensure that yourself, children, and pets stay away from the bat. Inform 
neighbours/staff of the sighting. If you or a family member had contact with a bat, 
go to your doctor immediately, and/or call your vet. 

9. Any DEAD BAT please report any dead bats year-round to the BC Community 
Bat Program. Dead bats can help with research. Dead bats from Nov 1st - May 
31st are tested for White-nose Syndrome (WNS). Please gather the bat for 
retrieval. Wear gloves, wrap the bat in paper towel, and double bag it in two 
Ziploc bags. Place the bat in your freezer and call 1-855-922-2287 for pickup. 

 WNS is not harmful to humans or pets but has killed millions of 
hibernating bats in NA. WNS is responsible for species becoming 
endangered. To learn more visit www.whitenosesyndrome.org.  

10. Bats living in your HOUSE (refer to BC Community Bat Program’s “Managing 
bats in Buildings” document and contact them to report the roost). If you suspect 
bats are living in your house, sit outside with family members or friends at sunset. 
Try to cover as much of the house as possible or head out multiple nights. Bats 
will come and go from the same location(s) night after night; usually starting their 
emergence 10-15 minutes after sunset. Look and listen for bats. If you discover a 
roost, please contact the BC Community Bat Program to report the roost and 
consider joining the BC Annual Bat Count. 

Bats are protected under the Wildlife Act and can not be disturbed from May 1st – Sept 
1st. Maternity roosts are especially important for bats, as females only have 1 pup each 
year and many do not survive their first winter. Bats play a very important role in our 
ecosystem as they feed on a variety of insects including insect pests.  Please enjoy them, 
as each bat can eat 1000s of insects a night. 
 
Contact SCBats or the BC Community Bat Program for information or advice and to 
learn how to properly manage bats in buildings. We appreciated any information on bats 
and help that you can give them. North American bats face many threats, including 
habitat loss, roost disturbance, WNS, wind turbines, cats, and pesticides. 
 
Thank you for helping and supporting bats! 


