
Installation and Monitoring
1. Paint the box with an exterior grade 

water-based/food-grade paint with 
primer. 

2. Apply 2-3 coats. Use a medium colour 
such as grey or light green or brown on 
the coast. 

a. Colour is dependent on average summer 
temperatures, contact us prior to 
installation with location. 

3. Apply to all visible surfaces, including 
the edges of the chambers

4. Install the bat box following our 
installation tips (see handout)

5. Register the bat box with the BC 
Community Bat Program 

6. Check for use and overall condition 
annually

a. Minimize flashlight use to <10 sec.

7. Report the roost once it becomes 
occupied

8. Consider joining the BC Annual Bat 
Count to help biologists monitor bats 
and to collect valuable information 

bcbats.ca / 1-855-9BC-Bats
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Installation tips: protecting bats
To ensure bats are safe and continue to use your 
bat box, ensure:

1. Mounting device is attached securely and that 
screws did not penetrate into box chambers when 
attaching.

2. Box is positioned 3 – 5 m above a surface (ground, 
lower roof).

3. Box is located 6 - 8 m from a treeline/hedges to 
provide a travel corridor for emerging bats.

4. Box is well situated away from obstacles (≥ 6 m) 
that could injure bats entering and exiting box.

5. Box is located away from perches that can be used 
by predators (≥ 8 m).

6. Trees or posts used to mount boxes contain a 
predator guard (≥ 4 ft tall, placed ≥ 4 ft off ground).

7. Box is situated close to a freshwater source (≤ 400 
m).

8. Bats are safe from cats.  Keep cats 
inside when bats are active at night 
and early morning, or use a cat bib. 

a. Cat bibs are available from: 
catgoods.com/
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Maintenance
It may take 2 or more years before your bat box is 
used. When built correctly bat boxes can last 10 
years or more

Bat boxes require little maintenance. This may 
include:

1. Checking annually for holes, gaps, and any 
damage from woodpeckers

2. Recaulk, repair, and paint as needed 

3. Checking annually in early spring for wasps nests 
and removing. Simply spray with a hose or scrap 
with long pole when bats are not yet present.

4. Collect and remove guano under the box, using 
a guano catcher or potted plant. Do not use an 
empty bucket as bats can get trapped.

5. Scrap out guano from inside the box (after Sep 
1st) if used by a large colony

6. Assess box for signs of overheating.  If bats are 
low or hanging out of box, add shade to reduce 
internal temperatures.

7. Check for and report any dead bats that have 
fallen out of the box to bcbats.ca
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Thank you for helping bats.
Enjoy the benefits of having bats 

on your property

SCBats: Bat research, conservation and education
By helping bats, we help the entire environment

Report bats, observations and roosts at:
bcbats.ca, or

1-855-9BC-BATS / 1-855-922-2287


