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Meetings: Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street, Tsawwassen. 

All in-person meetings and activities cancelled until further notice. 
Delta Nats Web site http://dncb.wordpress.com 

 

Road Tripping from the Namibian Dunes to the Victoria Falls 

A bird focused photo safari 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Noreen Rudd & David Hoar 

 

David Hoar is a retired Molecular Geneticist and 
Noreen Rudd is a retired Medical Geneticist 

who have served on the faculties of University 
of Toronto and University of Calgary before 
retiring in 1991.  

They spent 26 summers exploring the B.C. and 

Alaska Coasts on their power vessel until 

“swallowing the anchor” in 2017 and focusing 

on travels abroad.  In the winters they prefer 

warmer destinations and spent 7 weeks in 

South Africa, Tanzania and Kenya in 1991.   

In early February 2020 they returned to Africa 

to visit Namibia, and the Okavanga Panhandle 

in Botswana, before ending up in Victoria Falls 

as the Covid-19 pandemic began expanding.  

They have travelled to the extremes of the 

Arctic and the Antarctic as well as in SE Asia 

and South and Central America.  While on such 

adventures their focus is on the wildlife and 

particularly the birds. At home in Tsawwassen 

they are active members of the Delta 

Naturalists Casual Birding Group.    

http://dncb.wordpress.com/


Please join us on Tuesday October 6th for our monthly ZOOM DNS meeting, followed by 

our AGM and a presentation by David and Noreen on their most recent birding travels in 

South Africa 

 

Western Cattle Egret      

 

Southern Red Bishop male and female  Rudd / Hoar  



 

 

Black-collared Barbet    Rudd/Hoar 

 

 

**  Stay safe, stay healthy, and stay tuned  ** 



 
Pririt Batis - F 

 

 

 
Game reserve Ostrich in Parking Lot    Rudd/Hoar 



SPEAKERS 2020 & 2021, via ZOOM 

 

Oct 6:  AGM followed by David Hoar and Noreen Rudd – Road tripping from the Namibian Dunes to 

 the Victoria Falls, a bird focussed photo safari. 

Nov 3:  Martin Gregus Jr. -   Raptors and Snowy Owls  

Dec 1: Liron Gertsman -    The Great Gathering –  

         British Columbia's coastal ecosystems above and below the surface. 

TBA:   Dr. Christian Sasse - Astronomy and Photography  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

 

Deborah Parton - Tsawwassen 

Elisabeth Robertson - Tsawwassen 

 

 

 

 

Sociable Weaver Colonial Nest    Rudd / Hoar 

 

 



 

Sunset from Marble Mountain     Rudd / Hoar 

 

 

 

 

Jack Daniels arrives in time for Happy Hour    Rudd / Hoar  



FINANCIAL REPORT 

2019 – 2020 fiscal year 

  Balance forward $4,728.26 

  Income   $6,369.97 

  Expenses  $5,528.34 

  Net income          841.63  

  Bank balance: $5,569.89 

A full report was sent to all members 

 

 

 

Dahlias     Kinga Biro 

 



A REMINDER 

It is going to be a strange year for DNS, but we will be providing ZOOM meetings, presentations, 
Facebook updates, Web Up-dates and newsletters for you and, as well, small informal group outings 
through the coming year. As the world becomes more "normal" we will return to our previous 
program. 
Please continue to support your club, the Delta Naturalists Society.
August 31st is year-end for the Delta Naturalists Society and your annual dues for 2020-2021 may be 
paid through your bank using e-Transfer by:  

• Logging into your online banking account 
• Select "Transfers" 
• Select "e-Transfers" 
• Select "Send Money" 
• First time select "Add Contact " - Enter Name "Delta Naturalists Society"  Enter Email 

Address "deltanaturalists@gmail.com" 
• Fill in transfer details 
• Select "Continue", etc. 

or mailed to: 
 
Delta Naturalists Society 
PO Box No. 18044 
1215C 56th Street 
Delta, BC, V4L 2M4 
 
Cheques should be made out to “Delta Naturalists Society” 

The membership dues are Family $45.00 or Individual $35.00 (If you are affiliated with another BC 
Nature club, the dues are $31.00 and $21.00 respectively - please indicate your club affiliation with 
your payment). 

Membership cards can be requested again this year in lieu of receipts and will be mailed to you in the 
interim. 

Note: If you do not pay your membership dues you will not receive the BC Nature Magazine and the 
regular Delta Naturalists Society benefits. 

You can re-sign your waiver forms at the next physical meeting you attend or print the attached copy 
and send a signed copy with your dues.  The Federation of BC Naturalists (BCN) requests that waiver 
forms be signed for each year that you participate in club events. 
 
Best regards 
Jim Kneesch 
DNS Membership and Treasurer 
 
Waiver form:  https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=67ec3b97e2&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-

f:1675866680902735429&th=1741dfddfe1ed645&view=att&disp=inline 

 

 

mailto:deltanaturalists@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=67ec3b97e2&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1675866680902735429&th=1741dfddfe1ed645&view=att&disp=inline
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=67ec3b97e2&attid=0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1675866680902735429&th=1741dfddfe1ed645&view=att&disp=inline


 

Dahlia in Butchart’s Garden   Kinga Biro 

 



Greater Vancouver Bird Week 
October 3-10, 2020 

 

www.vancouverbirdweek.ca/ 

Get ready to celebrate all things avian! Stanley Park Ecology Society is excited to be returning as 

coordinator for Greater Vancouver Bird Week. From October 3 to 10 there will be workshops and 

walks galore hosted by a variety of partners across the Lower Mainland. From tours led by local 

experts to bird-related arts and crafts, there is sure to be something for everyone. 

Our Mission 

Stanley Park Ecology Society promotes awareness of and respect for the natural world and plays a 

leadership role in the stewardship of Stanley Park through collaborative initiatives in education, 

research and conservation. 

http://stanleyparkecology.ca/ 

 

Steller’s Jay with breakfast  Don Enright  

http://www.vancouverbirdweek.ca/
http://stanleyparkecology.ca/


COVID-19 Updates and Response 

Stanley Park Ecology Society’s (SPES) public programs are re-opening as the provincial government 

allows. Safety measures are in place and our program formats reflect this “new normal.” 

We are closely monitoring guidelines from the provincial government and health authorities to provide 

a safe environment for SPES staff, volunteers, members and program participants. We will update 

you here as new information becomes available. 

• The Stanley Park Nature House on Lost Lagoon is now OPEN. Check out our new “Interwoven” 

exhibit, Saturdays and Sundays, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., September 1 through June 30. 

•  

• Select public programs are running. Visit our Events Calendar for program information and 

registration. Programs include online workshops and EcoStewards (our volunteer habitat 

enhancement events in Stanley Park). 

 

Interested? Head to these resources! 
 

• Visit the official Greater Vancouver Bird Week website 
• Check out the Bird Week Events Calendar 
• Go birding with the official Bird Week Birder Passport 
• Grab special perks by becoming a SPES Bird Member 

 

  

http://stanleyparkecology.ca/2020/07/16/the-new-nature-house-is-open/
http://stanleyparkecology.ca/events/
http://www.vancouverbirdweek.ca/
http://www.vancouverbirdweek.ca/online-events/
http://www.vancouverbirdweek.ca/passport/
http://stanleyparkecology.ca/get-involved/membership/become-a-bird-member/


 

Birds on the Bay outing 2009       Photo by Rochelle Farquhar 

We Will All Miss Jen 

Those of you who have read my email of September 20 will know Jennifer Melville-Roberts is moving 

on to a new phase of her life. Her house, with its lovely garden, where she and her late sister Pam 

hosted many a Delta Nats Garden Party sold very quickly, and Jen is relocating to West Vancouver 

October 3.  I know we all wish her well and hope she will visit us on occasion. She is retaining her 

membership and hopes that, once in-person meetings start up again, she will be able to attend once 

in a while.   

Jen has been a member of Delta Nats for so long that nobody can remember exactly how long but 

best guess is about 20 years. During that time, she was our Treasurer for ten years, our Garden 

Party hostess on many occasions, a volunteer at Birds on the Bay outings and displays and a member 

of our Social Committee.  

What will we miss most? 

Her wonderful smile. 

Her ever-present cheerfulness in spite of personal health challenges. 

Her caring.  

Her willingness to help in any situation. 

Her English sense of humour. 



Her efficiency and organizational skills.  

Her scones. 

We will be sending her a card with personal messages from members but I wanted to include a few 

comments from people who worked closely with her, or knew her particularly well, to give a sense of 

how much we are losing and West Vancouver is gaining.  

I loved working with Jen and Pam on the social committee and also at the executive meetings when 

Jen was treasurer and hosting the meetings in her living room. (I think the bottle of wine Hans 

brought to each meeting might have contributed to the relaxed and amiable atmosphere.) 

One thing about Jen that meant a lot to me is that she, along with Pam, were very kind to my 

mother when I brought her to the meetings at Cammidge House. Mom’s dementia made new places 

scary for her and Jen talked to her so matter of factly that I could see mom relax immediately. 

Lorraine (Mwenifumbo)  

 

Jennifer, your kind, smiling face has always been there to greet me, right from the first Nats’ meeting 

I attended. Your and your sister’s home is where I always think of as the epitome of garden parties 

(oh, the suspense of who will be the recipient of the Hawaiian shirt?). May your move to West 

Vancouver facilitate your being able to go to the theatrical and musical concerts you so love once this 

covid pandemic passes. We will ALL miss seeing you around the kitchen area. May the Good Lord 

keep you well. 

Annie (Kaps) 

 

For the past three years Jennifer has been a stalwart of the Social Committee. She always arrived 

early to be sure the coffee was set up in time for early arrivals and stayed until all the clean-up was 

done. Jennifer was an integral part of planning for the December social meetings, the summer 

garden parties and the yearly Birds in Focus. She is such a pleasant and easy person to work with. In 

this Covid hiatus I have missed seeing her and our pre-meeting chats. 

Joanne (Williamson) 

 

Dear Jennifer 

So many occasions come to mind when we think of you, almost all associated in some way with the 

Delta Nats...collecting and managing funds, hanging out in the kitchen, providing baking, attending 

bird walks, and hosting with Pam events in your beautiful spacious garden. I specially want to tell 

you how much I have appreciated your assistance with lunches and your fresh baked biscuits for our 

quarterly casual ‘birds on the bay’ walks; since our walks began in 2009 that translates to a large 

number of treats provided by you over the past 10 years. Our very best wishes accompany you in the 

move to your new home. We will keep in touch and hope to see you again very soon. 

Rochelle (Farquhar  



A few last words: 

I had planned to do a short article wishing Jen well on her move and acknowledging her many 

contributions to Delta Nats over the years, but she meant so much to so many of us it kept growing. 

I had the pleasure of working with Jen on the Social Committee, Birds on the Bay outings, displays 

and Birds in Focus presentations, to say nothing of her smiling presence in the kitchen at our regular 

monthly meetings. I will miss her so much but wish her every happiness in her new home and hope 

to see her in future. 

Elizabeth (Perrin) 

 

 

 

 

Garden Party Time in Jennifer and Pam’s lovely garden  Collage: Ken Borrie  



 

 

Dahlias     Kinga Biro 

 



CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Sep 18, 2020 

 

I have some wonderful news. Senate approved the Tom Bearss Bursary Fund on Wednesday 

evening. The approved description is as follows: 

 
Tom Bearss Bursary 

 
Bursaries totaling $2,000 have been made available annually through gifts from the Delta Naturalists 
Society, friends, and family in memory of Tom Bearss (1945-2020), for Bachelor of Science students 

who have completed first year and are specializing in Environmental Sciences, Marine Biology, 
Conservation Biology, Ecology and Environmental Biology or Natural Resources Conservation. 
Preference will be given to students with BC government loan funding. Delta Naturalists Society 

(DNS) initiated this bursary to foster their core values of environmental education and nature 
conservation, and to honour Tom Bearss, their charismatic, long-serving President. Tom was an 
enthusiastic and tireless advocate of these values, including through his blog on DNS weekly birding 

outings, encouraging newcomers at DNS monthly meetings and mentoring youngsters in the local 
NatureKids organization. He received two major awards from BC Nature, one in 2014 and one 
posthumously in 2020, recognizing his contributions to birding and the naturalist community in British 

Columbia. The bursaries are adjudicated by Enrolment Services. (First award available for the 
2020/2021 winter session). 

 
  
I asked the awards unit and Enrolment Services when the first bursary will be distributed. 

  
In addition to the update re: Senate, we have received new donations for the bursary. We have now 
received a total of 28 gifts totaling $8,470. As before, this includes DNS’ seed gift of $2000. 

   
All the best, 
Val 

 

 

Beaty@Home - weekly online 
Beaty Biodiversity Museum at UBC is hosting Beaty@home every Wednesday at 1:00 pm. Register 
at  https://beatymuseum.ubc.ca/whats-on/calendar/ to attend via Zoom or FaceBook.  
Watch previously recorded sessions at Beaty Museum Videos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://naturevancouver.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b13b9df95dc066692ea7825c&id=595928a7e4&e=55cdef1a79
https://naturevancouver.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b13b9df95dc066692ea7825c&id=7296d4d0b6&e=55cdef1a79


 

Ant-eating Chat 

 

Black-backed Jackal    Rudd / Hoar  



New discoveries made in mammoth effort to 
catalogue B.C.’s plants and animals 

 
By Amy Judd Global News 
Posted September 28, 2020 5:37 pm 
 

 

The Grappletail Dragonfly has not been seen in 40 years.  John Reynolds 

A dragonfly that has not been seen in 
B.C. for 40 years is just one of the 
discoveries made by citizen scientists 
over the summer, as part of a major 
effort to catalogue the province’s plants 
and animals. 

The rare Grappletail Dragonfly was 
spotted during a hike in July in Davis 
Lake Provincial Park near Mission. This 
dragonfly is ‘red-listed’ on the B.C. 
Conservation Data Centre’s list, which 
means many believed the species had 
gone extinct. 

But thanks to a local resident out on a 
hike, B.C.’s scientists now know that a 
small swarm of the dragonfly exists in 
this part of the province. 

With many people spending more time 
outdoors due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the BC Parks Foundation 
launched B.C.’s Big Nature Challenge in 
which the public is encouraged to help 
log and identify plants, animals, insects 
and fungi. So far, almost one million 
photos have been uploaded.  

https://globalnews.ca/author/amy-judd/
https://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-coronavirus/
https://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-coronavirus/
https://www.naturechallenge.ca/


Participants are asked to take photos of 
anything they see or might not be able to 
identify, and then upload the image to a 
corresponding app through a phone or 
desktop computer. The iNaturalist app is 
used to upload photos of plants and 
flowers, the eBird app for birds, and the 
WhaleReport app for whales. 

“B.C.’s natural wealth includes some of 
the richest diversity of life on the planet, 
including species not found anywhere 
else on earth, so it’s fitting that we show 
leadership to the world,” Andy Day, CEO 

of the BC Parks Foundation, said in a 
release. 

If B.C. can reach one million 
observations, Day said the achievement 
could be used to inspire the world at the 
United Nations Convention on 
Biodiversity in 2021. 

Data from the challenge will help land 
and wildlife managers to make 
decisions, the foundation said, and 
potentially be used with satellite imagery 
and other technology to help understand 
and protect the natural world. 

 

An Oak Treehopper is spotted on a tree on Mt Tzuhalem on Vancouver Island. Credit: Thomas 

Barbin. Thomas Barbin 

© 2020 Global News, a division of Corus Entertainment Inc.   



 

Delta Nats On The Rocks, Boundary Bay  Chris McVittie 

 

 
Social Distancing   

 

 
Pectoral Sandpipers   

 
Caspian Terns   Pat Smart 



A favourite season, the changing colours, the morning air.  Wonderous it be.    

 

 

            Kinga Biro 

“I’m so glad I live in a world where there are Octobers.”– L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables 

 

“Is this not a true autumn day? Just the still melancholy that I love – that makes life and nature 
harmonize.”– George Eliot 



DNS Executive  
  

Den Dikken, Anita    Vice President / BC Nature representative  
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer / Membership / DNS Facebook Master  

Elizabeth Perrin    Secretary  
Syd Barber     Director at Large  

Audrey Coutts Director at Large / Newsletter Editor 
makemusichappen@gmail.com 

 
DNS Support Volunteers  
 

Borrie, Ken     Web Manager  
Carr, Terry      Display Co-ordinator  

Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Archivist/Speaker Posters 
MacDonald, Jack    Audio Visual Support  

Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support  
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 

Joanne Van Snellenberg  Membership Co-ordinator 
Birds and Biodiversity Conservation Strategy team: Chair Anne Murray, Terry Carr, 

David Hoar, Nicki Brockamp, Chris McVittie 

Social Committee: Lead Joanne Williamson, Jennifer Melville-Roberts, Valerie Whitlam 
 

Delta Nats’ website:    https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
Wildlife Rescue     604-526-7275  

Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)   604-737-3074  

Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report        1-800-663-9453  

Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE  604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  

 
INTERESTING LINKS  

 

Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:   http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:   http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 

Boundary Bay Park Association 
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar 

https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/  https://www.bcnature.ca/about/ 

Bird Studies Canada     BC Breeding Bird Atlas  

mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
mailto:Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/
https://www.bcnature.ca/about/
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/index.jsp?lang=EN
http://www.birdatlas.bc.ca/


THE LAST PAGES - Island Explorations 

- -

 

Great Blue Heron with a snack 

Mystery Fungus 

 

 

Black-tailed deer  



 

Harbour Seals Sunning 

 

     Gabriola Shore-line          Photos by Chris McVittie 


