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Meetings: Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street, Tsawwassen. 

 

All group meetings are cancelled until further notice. 

 

Although we are unable to hold regular gatherings, your executive is maintaining good 

connections with meetings - with social distancing - held on July 7th and August 4th.  

Our next meeting is September 1st. 

 

Of note is our year end is coming up at the end of August. Our dues will remain the 

same. Our AGM and regular meeting will be held October 6th. 

 

Something to look forward to!  Plans are underway to organize ZOOM meetings with 

our speakers in the fall!  A password will be sent out for members to participate on 

their computers, and those without will be able to connect by telephone. Watch for 

more information later in August. 

 

Please contact one of the executive members if you have any questions or suggestions 

and do forward some of your favourite photographs and sightings for the late August 

newsletter.  

Stay safe, stay healthy, and stay tuned 

 

Delta Nats Web site http://dncb.wordpress.com 
 

         

Pacific Forktail Damselfly    Terrance Carr  

http://dncb.wordpress.com/


 

SPEAKERS 2020 

 

Sept 8: Diane and David Reesor – Nahanni River Rafting trip 

Oct 6:  AGM followed by David Hoar and Noreen Rudd – Road tripping from the Namibian dunes to 

the Victoria Falls: a bird focused photo-safari. 

TBA:   Martin Gregus Jr. – Raptors and Snowy Owls  

TBA:   Dr. Christian Sasse - Astronomy and Photography  

 

DELTA NATS BIRDING OUTINGS 

DNCB - Small Group Birding 

The last official DNCB Outing was on March 10th.   With COVID restrictions we are not ready to 
restart regular DNCB outings. Outings often had 20-30 people. 

When we do restart the outings, we will probably do both Tues and Wed so that groups will be 
smaller each day. 

In the meantime, some small informal groups have started going out together. These small groups 
typically have no more than 6 people, meeting at a pre-arranged location without carpooling, and 
they keep suitable distances during the outing. 

Some people may want to form other small informal groups without carpooling and keeping social 

distance. 

People could be in more than one group. 

The DNCB email group includes 66 people who have been frequent outing attendees. It could be 
used to contact other people interested in forming a small group. 

Since March, some people have been birding individually also and may continue to do so. Ken Borrie 
has started a list of some of these past individual and small group outings on the blog with a link to 
photos. Each group or individual could email Ken Borrie (averyborrie@gmail.com), Terry Carr 
(terrancecarr@gmail.com) or Glen Bodie (glen.bodie@gmail.com) to add information to the chart on 
the blog. 

Photographers should share their photos with the DNCB flickr group using these tags - DNCB, date, 
location. Date should be YYYYMMDD without spaces (eg 20200804 for August 4, 2020). Location tags 

can be found here. https://dncb.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/appendix-1_tags_locations.pdf 

Please check the blog for the chart of some recent individual and small group outings with links to 

photos. Check it each week as more outings are added.

mailto:averyborrie@gmail.com
mailto:terrancecarr@gmail.com
https://dncb.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/appendix-1_tags_locations.pdf


 

 

Pacific Slope Flycatcher              Noreen Rudd 

 

Black-headed Grosbeak - Female         Noreen Rudd



 

Reifel Bird Sanctuary Update: 
 

Special Notice: We are now open again after a four-month closure due to Coronavirus concerns 

and project delays. Some of our procedures have changed to reduce risks of virus transmission and 
to reduce the local traffic congestion. Please read all the information below before planning your visit 
here. 

Before Your Visit: 

Familiarize yourself with how we manage this conservation site and what activities are 

allowed. A good place to start is this summary page and particularly the Rules (below). This is a 
federal Migratory Bird Sanctuary and habitats and wild birds are protected here. Many activities such 
as dog-walking, petting the birds, cycling trails or berry picking are not allowed. It is run by our non-
profit organization, the British Columbia Waterfowl Society, and admissions apply. You can buy 
a membership to cover admission for a full year. 

Yes, all visitors including members need to book their visit now. We have a reservation 
system to regulate traffic and visitor numbers and to keep congestion to a minimum on Westham 
Island roads. Start planning your visit 2 or 3 days ahead of time.  

Booking site: https://reifelsanctuary.calendarspots.com/main.php    

Choose the type of visit (morning, afternoon, or cyclist) then choose a date. A selection of the next 
three days will be shown. To complete your booking the first time, set up an account using a valid 
name and email address. Instructions and your confirmation will be emailed to you to show at the 
gate upon your arrival. 

PLEASE DO NOT ARRIVE EARLY! Please just arrive sometime within the time slot you have 
chosen. Expect gate closures outside of those times. Note that you still must pay admissions when 
you arrive. 

If people have not booked, they may run the risk of being turned away if the Sanctuary is already full. 
Vehicles are not allowed to idle or park along Robertson Road outside the gates. 

https://www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com/planning.html 

Hours: 9 – 4:00 

Closed Mondays 

The Sanctuary during its initial re-opening phase will not be operating at full capacity. The Picnic 
Area, Warming Hut and inside of the Gift Shop will be closed to visitors, and visitor numbers 
managed at about 50% capacity.  Please avoid gathering in large groups or blocking trails for others. 
Picnicking is not allowed anywhere in the Sanctuary. Staff will have hand sanitizer available. Please 
consider wearing a mask. The washrooms are small, so we have installed extra sinks in a nearby 
outdoor handwashing station.

https://www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com/planning.html#rules
https://www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com/about.html
https://www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com/bcws.html
https://www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com/planning.html#admission
https://www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com/membership.pdf
https://reifelsanctuary.calendarspots.com/main.php
https://www.reifelbirdsanctuary.com/planning.html


 

DNS FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

Income to Jul 30: $5,789.97 

Expenses to Jul 30: $3,313.90 

Bank Balance:  $7,204.33 

Donations to Tom Bearss Bursary Fund  $2000.00 

 

 

 

The Boys of Summer …. 

 

The Bird Box members’ picnic in Boundary Bay Park, July 3. Not deterred by rain! 

Back: Jim Kneesch, Syd Barber.  Middle: Roger Kenny, Jack Macdonald, the lead Peter Ward, Mike 

Baylis. Front: Chris McVittie, Glenn Bodie 

 

 

 



 

 

Baby Swallows in Anita’s parking garage.          Anita Den Dikken 

 

BACK YARD BIRDING COMPETITION WINNERS 

Most species 

1. Joyce  50  $20 

2. Anne  41  $10 

2. Grant. 41 $10 

4. Nicki. 40  $10 

Jim Most unusual Sighting $10 – See THE LAST PAGE 

 
 

 

 

New BC Parks hiking passes 

Many BC Parks require hiking or parking permits.  You must register (no cost) online after 6am for 
the same day only.  Before registering you must create a free account. The site 
http://bcparks.ca/reserve/day-use/  states the kind of pass required for different parks, for example: 

The passes required for Seymour, Cypress and Garibaldi are ‘Person Passes’ Maximum 8 
people/group.  They can be booked by one person through the same account.   I presume they need 
the names of all the people in the group. 

The passes required for Golden Ears (including east & west Canyon trailheads) are 'Vehicle Passes’, 
(maximum 8 persons per vehicle)

http://bcparks.ca/reserve/day-use/


 

 

      Northern harrier – dive bombing David and Noreen.    Photo: Noreen Rudd 

 

 

Bullock’s Oriole    Photo: David Hoar 



 

Art at Centennial Beach 

 

 

 

Photos by Richard Swanston



 

Presentation of the 2020 Volunteer Appreciation Award to Tom Bearss’ family  

This award is for an individual who has made an outstanding contribution to B.C. Nature.  Tom Bearss was an 

integral part of the BC Nature Foundation for many years, in addition to being an awesome President of the 

Delta Naturalists’ Society.  The wooden bowl was crafted by a member of Nature Vancouver, with an inscribed 

silver plate inside. 

 

Anita Den Dikken, VP Delta Naturalists; Scott Bearss, Sandra Bearss, Erica Bearss, Marg Cuthbert, BC Nature. 

 

Scott Bearss, Sandra Bearss, Erica Bearss, Marg Cuthbert



 

 

Bushtit    David Hoar 

 

 

Bewick’s Wren   David Hoar



 

 

Cedar Waxwing      Terrance. Carr 

 

Eastern Kingbird  T. Carr 

 

Eastern Kingbird with Dragonfly  T. Carr  



 

White-throated sparrows change their tune from 3 
notes to 2 

Researchers still do not know what has made the new tune so compelling 

Hina Alam · The Canadian Press · Posted: Jul 02, 2020 8:38 PM PT 

 

 

White-throated sparrows have ditched their typical tune, which has a three-note ending, for a new song with a 

distinctive two-note ending. (Scott Ramsay/Submitted by The University of Northern British Columbia) 

White-throated sparrows are changing their tune — an unprecedented development scientists say 

has caused them to sit up and take note. 

Ken Otter, a biology professor at the University of Northern British Columbia, whose paper on the 

phenomenon was published on Thursday, said most bird species are slow to change their songs, 

preferring to stick with tried-and-true tunes to defend territories and attract females. 

But the shift to this new tune went viral across Canada, travelling over 3,000 kilometres between 

2000 and 2019 and wiping out a historic song ending in the process, he said. 

"The song is always described as being 'Oh My Sweet Canada Canada Canada Canada — so that 
Canada is three syllables. It's a da-da-da, da-da-da, da-da-da, da-da-da sound. That's the traditional 
description of the song going back into early 1900s," Otter said in an interview Wednesday. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/hina-alam-1.4834865


 

But now, the song has changed. 

"The doublet sounds like Oh My Sweet Cana-Cana-Cana-da. They are stuttering and repeating the 
first two syllables and they are doing it very rapidly. It sounds very different." 

Rapid spread across country 

From British Columbia to central Ontario, these native birds have ditched their traditional three-note-
ending song for a two-note-ending variant, he said, adding researchers still do not know what has 
made the new tune so compelling. 

Otter drew a comparison to people picking up the accent and phrases of a new area they move into. 

"This is actually the opposite," he said. 

Male sparrows are showing up singing atypical songs but then others are starting to adopt that, and 
over time the dialect is actually changing within that site to the new type and replacing the old tune, 
he said. 

"So, it's like somebody from Australia arriving in Toronto and people saying, 'hey, that sounds really 
cool,' mimicking an Australian accent and then after 10 years everybody in Toronto has an Australian 
accent," he said. 

"That's why, at least within the scientific community, it's getting so much interest. It is completely 
atypical to what you would predict around all the theories that you have about dialects." 

Otter and a team of citizen scientists have found that the new tune is not just more popular west of 

the Rocky Mountains but was also spreading rapidly across Canada. 

"Originally, we measured the dialect boundaries in 2004 and it stopped about halfway through 

Alberta," he said in a news release. 

"By 2014, every bird we recorded in Alberta was singing this western dialect, and we started to see it 

appearing in populations as far away as Ontario, which is 3,000 kilometres from us." 

 

Birds fitted with geolocators 

The scientists predicted that the sparrows' overwintering grounds were playing a role in the rapid 

spread of the two-note ending, he said. 



 

Scientists believed that juvenile males may be able to pick up new song types if they overwinter with 

birds from other dialect areas, and take them to new locations when they return to breeding grounds, 

which could explain the spread, he said. 

So, they fitted the birds with geolocators — what Otter called "tiny backpacks" — to see if western 

sparrows that knew the new song might share overwintering grounds with eastern populations that 

would later adopt it. 

"They found that they did," he said in the release. 

Otter said he does not know what has caused the change, and his team found that the new song did 

not give male birds a territorial advantage over others. 

"In many previous studies, the females tend to prefer whatever the local song type is," he said. 

"But in white-throated sparrows, we might find a situation in which the females actually like songs that 

aren't typical in their environment. If that's the case, there's a big advantage to any male who can sing 

a new song type." 

The new song can be chalked up to evolution, he said in the interview. 

Otter said he prefers the two-note song because it sounds smoother. 

"But I'm not a sparrow so it doesn't really matter which one I prefer," he said with a laugh. 

But the tune may be continuing to change, he said adding scientists were supposed to study it this 

year, but COVID-19 has put a damper on the field season. 

"The two note is not the be all and end all because in the last five years we noticed a male that was 

singing something slightly different than the standard two note doublet song," Otter said. 

"And when we recorded it, we noticed he was modifying the amplitude of the first note. And more of 

them are doing it now. We could be seeing waves of these things that we just never noticed before." 

CBC's Journalistic Standards and Practices|About CBC News 
 

 

https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/vision/governance/journalistic-standards-and-practices
https://www.cbc.ca/news/about-cbc-news-1.1294364


 

 

Amateur Photographer of the Year 

 

 

Upload your best photos for a chance to win! 
 

We are giving away a trip to see the northern lights, courtesy of Air North plus great prizes including a luxurious 
Okanagan getaway at O'Rourke's Peak Cellars, and an overnight whitewater rafting trip courtesy of Kumsheen Rafting 

Resort. 
 

Air North - Northern Vision Development - Northern Tales Travel Services - O'Rourke's Peak Cellars - Kumsheen Rafting Resort - MacBride Museum. 
 

 

6 CATEGORIES!! 

Scenic Canada  West Coast Travel  Wildlife & Nature  #InstaFavs  Local   Gems  People 
 

 

https://www.westcoasttraveller.com/amateur-photographer-of-the-year/#/rounds/1/wildlifenature

https://www.flyairnorth.com/
https://nvdlp.com/
https://www.northerntales.ca/
https://www.orourkespeakcellars.com/
https://kumsheen.com/
https://macbridemuseum.com/
https://embed-701926.secondstreetapp.com/embed/09a807bc-2750-42a1-96c2-45e9ae99da28/rounds/1/sceniccanada
https://embed-701926.secondstreetapp.com/embed/09a807bc-2750-42a1-96c2-45e9ae99da28/rounds/1/westcoasttravel
https://embed-701926.secondstreetapp.com/embed/09a807bc-2750-42a1-96c2-45e9ae99da28/rounds/1/wildlifenature
https://embed-701926.secondstreetapp.com/embed/09a807bc-2750-42a1-96c2-45e9ae99da28/rounds/1/instafavs
https://embed-701926.secondstreetapp.com/embed/09a807bc-2750-42a1-96c2-45e9ae99da28/rounds/1/localgems
https://embed-701926.secondstreetapp.com/embed/09a807bc-2750-42a1-96c2-45e9ae99da28/rounds/1/people
https://www.westcoasttraveller.com/amateur-photographer-of-the-year/#/rounds/1/wildlifenature


 

 

Female Ruddy Duck - Kamloops  Melissa Hafting 

 

 

Male Ruddy Duck - Kamloops   Melissa Hafting 



 

Letter from the U.K. 

Swifts and the Fantasy of Escape 

 By Sam Knight 

July 26, 2020 
 

 

Watching a flock of swifts power and zoom all over the sky in Cornwall, I realized that the feeling 

of being trapped by the coronavirus is not just about wanting to be somewhere else—it is about 

wanting to escape this time entirely.                                                                          Photograph from Alamy 

 

On July 17th, I drove out of London 

for the first time since the start of the 

pandemic. The last time I had seen a 

field or sensed a broad horizon was 

four months earlier, when we escaped 

the city in the early days of the 

coronavirus, feeling faintly ridiculous, 

to celebrate my daughter’s third 

birthday with an Easter-egg hunt on a 

quiet country lane. Last week, I was 

taking my daughters to stay with their 

grandparents for a few days, in the 

town of Helston, in Cornwall. It’s 

about three hundred miles from 

London—no great shakes by U.S. 

standards but about as far as you can 

drive in England without crossing into 

Scotland or falling into the sea. We left

https://www.newyorker.com/news/letter-from-the-uk
https://www.newyorker.com/contributors/sam-knight
https://www.newyorker.com/tag/coronavirus
https://www.newyorker.com/tag/coronavirus


 

 at 5:30 A.M., heading west, and 

arrived in Helston in the early 

afternoon. It’s hard to describe the 

effect of movement after being 

confined in a dense urban 

neighborhood for so long. The 

monotonous walks to the shitty park. I 

felt like I was being unpeeled. As we 

stood in my mother-in-law’s garden, in 

the bright July sun, a party of swifts, 

tipping from right to left, their long 

wings like blades, came over our heads 

and spiralled higher and higher into the 

sky, screaming. 

Swifts live on the wing. Each year, 

they fly the equivalent of five loops 

around the Earth. Their family 

name, Apodidae, means footless in 

Greek, because for a long time people 

thought they didn’t touch the ground at 

all. In the Middle Ages, swifts were an 

inspiration for the martlet, a heraldic 

symbol for fourth sons with “no 

footing in the ancestral lands,” 

according to the Oxford English 

Dictionary—men of restlessness and 

adventure. The common swifts that 

come to Britain fly from sub-Saharan 

Africa, where they spend nine months 

of the year. They migrate in a 

parabola, wintering as far away as 

Mozambique, fuelling up in Liberia, 

and then bolting high along Africa’s 

Atlantic shoreline into Europe, or 

cutting straight across the Sahara, if 

they prefer. A few years ago, the 

British Trust for Ornithology put a 

geo-locator on a swift and found that it 

had flown three thousand miles in five 

days. 

Swifts feed and mate in the sky. They 

drink by swooping on still water. To 

wash, they slow down and glide 

through rain. They sleep by closing 

one eye, and half of their brain, at a 

time. In 1948, David Lack, an 

ornithologist at the University of 

Oxford, and his wife, Elizabeth, began 

watching the swifts that nested in the 

tower of the university’s natural-

history museum. They found that the 

swifts spiralled up into the sky at dusk 

and returned at dawn. In “Swifts in a 

Tower,” Lack’s study, he quotes a 

French pilot from the First World War, 

who found himself surrounded by 

sleeping birds while flying by the light 

of a full moon, ten thousand feet above 

Vosges: “We suddenly found 

ourselves among a strange flight of 

birds which seemed to be motionless, 

or at least showed no noticeable 

reaction. They were widely scattered 

and only a few yards below the 

aircraft, showing up against a white 

sea of clouds underneath.” 

One of the psychological effects of the 

pandemic has been the strong desire to 

be elsewhere. At the height of Britain’s 

outbreak, in the spring, I longed to be 

in Germany, or Greece, or New 

Zealand, or any place where the 

coronavirus had not arrived or was

https://www.amazon.com/Swifts-Tower-David-Lack/dp/1911604368?ots=1&tag=thneyo0f-20&linkCode=w50
https://www.amazon.com/Swifts-Tower-David-Lack/dp/1911604368?ots=1&tag=thneyo0f-20&linkCode=w50
https://www.newyorker.com/news/daily-comment/the-comforting-and-misleading-political-response-to-britains-coronavirus-disaster


 

being better handled. It was unnerving 

to be stuck fast in the borough of 

Tower Hamlets, in East London, which 

had one of the highest death rates in 

the country. Thirty-five people died in 

Bow, our neighborhood. 

Since June, Britain’s lockdown has 

gradually eased. On July 4th, hotels, 

pubs, and restaurants reopened, and the 

government has been encouraging 

citizens to get out, spend, and go on 

vacation in the United Kingdom. “This 

is a great, great year for people to take 

a staycation,” Boris Johnson, the Prime 

Minister, said recently. “I’m certainly 

going to be doing that.” But it’s not an 

easy time to circulate. Communities 

and towns that have been spared are 

wary of the infecting hordes. Cornwall 

receives more than four million 

visitors a year. It has fifteen intensive-

care beds. When I arrived last week, 

my mother-in-law told me that a local 

farmer had taken to challenging people 

who were walking down to a beach 

that we know and asking them where 

they were from. In the evening, I went 

to a supermarket on the edge of 

Helston, to buy some food for the 

children, and was the only person 

wearing a mask. By their masks, ye 

shall know them. 

Swifts arrive in England on May 7th. 

Swift people enjoy the accuracy of the 

date. This year, Alan and Christine 

Collett, who run a small swift-

conservation project in Suffolk, about 

a hundred miles northeast of London, 

found the birds in their nests one day 

early. The Colletts live in Aldeburgh, 

an attractive seaside town that was the 

home of Benjamin Britten. In May, the 

town council encouraged residents to 

call the police if they saw holiday 

homes being occupied or camper vans 

appearing near the beach. About 

fifteen miles up the coast, in 

Southwold, local politicians erected a 

large yellow banner: “Please respect 

us. Don’t infect us.” Alan Collett told 

me that, since the start of July, visitors 

had returned to Aldeburgh in large 

numbers. “It’s back to normal, there’s 

no two ways about it,” he said. “In 

actual fact, probably a larger number 

than normal. The moment the 

lockdown ceased, I think most people 

wanted to get the hell out of London 

and get to the countryside.” He was 

phlegmatic about it. “This town 

survives on its tourist business,” 

Collett said. “But it’s certainly been a 

challenge.” 

We spoke in the middle of the 

afternoon, between feedings. At the 

moment, the Colletts are looking after 

twelve swiftlets, which had been found 

struggling on the ground in and around 

Aldeburgh. (The couple drive a Smart 

car with “Swift Rescue & 

Conservation” and their cell number 

on the doors.) Swiftlets that don’t fly 

straightaway usually die. The Colletts 

https://www.newyorker.com/tag/boris-johnson


 

feed their rescue birds sixty to seventy 

wax worms and crickets per day. 

“When you’re looking after twelve, 

you do the mathematics,” Collett said. 

It usually takes about three weeks to 

get the birds in the air again. 

Britain’s breeding-swift numbers 

declined by fifty-seven per cent 

between 1995 and 2016, because of 

fewer nesting sites and falling insect 

populations. The Colletts have put up a 

hundred and fifty nesting boxes in 

Aldeburgh and the surrounding 

countryside. Alan said he thought that 

2020 might be a good year for swifts, 

but he couldn’t tell if people had more 

time to look at the sky or listen out for 

their screams, because of the 

pandemic. The Colletts have a camera 

in a nest box attached to their house 

and have watched for the past few 

weeks two swiftlets doing pushups—

lifting their bodies up on their wing 

tips—in preparation for flight. Earlier 

in the week, the first swift had flown 

the nest, followed by the second the 

previous morning. They raced up into 

the sky. “The moment they leave that 

box, they have got to be able to fly to 

Africa,” Collett said. “Not like a blue 

tit that can hop down to the ground and 

get fed by its mum and dad.” 

Sam Knight is a staff writer at The New Yorker based in London. 

 

 

Barred Owl, about to bathe in Jim Ronback’s pool. 

https://www.newyorker.com/contributors/sam-knight
https://www.newyorker.com/contributors/sam-knight


 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

REPORT ON B.C. NATURE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020 
 
This meeting was held via Zoom on the evening of June 23, 2020. 
Some 56 or so members were in attendance. 
 
Harry Crosby, former Vice President, was confirmed as the new President.   
Alan Burger is the Past President.  
 
We have two new Regional Coordinators to replace Joan Snyder who retired as Regional Coordinator, 
Kootenay, and Fred McMechan who retired as Regional Coordinator of Northern B. C.   The new 
coordinators are Wendy Maisonneuve for the Kootenay region, and Walter Thorne for Northern B. C.   
 
Sheila Puls remains as Coordinator for the BC Lower Mainland. 
 
James Casey of Birds BC is appointed as Director at Large for the board of BC Nature. This and all 
other Board and Foundation positions are volunteer positions.   
 
BC Nature needs a Treasurer.  Normally this position is filled by someone from an accounting firm to 
satisfy volunteer requirements. 
 
BC Nature also requires a Vice President.   
 
The meeting was normal, except somewhat condensed from the usual AGMs. 
Marg Cuthbert made the BC Nature Volunteer Appreciation Award to Tom Bearss in memoriam.   
The BC Nature Kids coordinator also gave a brief presentation.   This organization promotes learning 
of nature by children. 
 
A resolution regarding ecological reserves in BC was presented and passed by majority vote.  There 
are currently 148 ecological reserves in B. C., representing less than .008% of the total land mass of 
this province.  These reserves were established under enactment from the provincial government, but 
in recent years have not been properly maintained.  These are NOT parks meant for the public, but 
rather refuges for endangered and other species.  The vote was to ask the provincial government to 
commit anew to maintenance of these reserves and to add new ones. 
 
A more formal recording of the minutes was made by the Secretary of BC Nature and will be 
published in the future.   
 
 
Anita den Dikken 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Attention: Editor Delta Optimist 
 
July 25 2020 
 
I guess we should not be surprised that the 
Vancouver Fraser Port Authority is not happy 
with Delta’s decision to ask the Federal 
Government to reject the proposal to build 
Roberts Bank Terminal 2 (RBT2). 
 
However, the Port’s response, as reported in 
the Optimist, gives every appearance of being 
both condescending and misleading. 
 
The Port says, “it’s important to clarify the 
environmental assessment process”, implying 
that Delta council and staff do not understand 
the process.  
 
I suggest that Delta, its staff, and the public 
understand the process very well. But to be 
clear let’s summarize that process: 
 
1. The next step towards making a decision on 
whether to approved RBT2 is for the Minister 
of Environment and Climate Change Canada to 
decide if the project is likely to cause 
significant adverse environmental effects 
(CEAA 2012 52 (1)). If he so decides then he is 
to refer the matter to the Governor in Council 
(The Federal Cabinet). 
 
2. The Federal Cabinet must then decide if the 
significant adverse environmental effects are 
justified in the circumstances or are not 
justified in the circumstances. 
 
Now we already know there are numerous 
adverse environmental effects. The Review 
Panel’s report says so as does the Delta staff 
report to council, which states in part that the 
Federal Panel Report “…. concludes that the 
project would result in numerous adverse 
residual and cumulative effects on the Roberts 
Bank ecosystem”. 
 
Cannot be much clearer than that.   
 

Furthermore, in a recent letter received from 
Environment Minister Wilkinson he states, “my 
decision will also be based on science, facts 
and evidence”.  
 
The science is overwhelming. Environment 
Canada’s own scientists have stated 
repeatedly that the adverse environmental 
effects will be immediate, continuous, and 
cannot be mitigated. In addition, those same 
scientists have said the impacts on biofilm 
could have species-wide impacts on migratory 
birds. Doesn’t get much more adverse than 
that.  
 
It’s also important to remember, in the public 
hearings and in all the documentation, there 
was not one scientist or expert independent 
of the Port that supported or endorsed the 
Port’s science.  
 
So, is degrading the Roberts Bank 
ecosystem, relied on by millions of migratory 
and other shorebirds, endangered southern 
resident killer whales, salmon, other fishes, 
crabs, and other wildlife, justified in 
the circumstances? Certainly not. Especially 
when, with all the container terminal capacity 
in operation or planned for West Coast Canada, 
there is more than enough capacity for 
Canada’s trading needs for many years to 
come without ever building RBT2. 
 
An annoying aspect of the Port’s argument is 
their assertion that the government is 
developing draft conditions based on the Panel 
report and Council should have waited. How do 
they know that? Are they “helping” the 
government to find ways to get RBT2 approved 
despite its noted adverse environmental 
effects? Is this not the project proponent 
interfering in the decision process? 
 



 

The City of Delta has every right to call on 
Ottawa to reject RBT2. We should all commend 
the City of Delta for stating what many have 

been saying for years. Protect the Roberts 
Bank ecosystem and reject Roberts Bank 
Terminal 2. 

   
Roger Emsley 
 
Executive Director 
Against Port Expansion Community Group 
emsley@axion.net                  
www.againstportexpansion.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Delta Naturalists Society: 

Thank you for your donation of $100.00 to BIRDS CANADA made through Liron Gertsman's 
2020 Birdathon fundraising page in the 2020 Great Canadian Birdathon. We greatly appreciate 
your generosity and support of this important cause. Your donation and tax receipt are 
included below. 

Warmest regards. 
BIRDS CANADA 

 

mailto:emsley@axion.net
http://www.againstportexpansion.org/


 

 

Female Mountain Bluebird – Iona Island               Melissa Hafting 

 

Cardinal Meadowhawk with Ladybug   Terrance Carr



 
 



 

DNS Executive  
  
Den Dikken, Anita    Vice President / BC Nature representative  
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer / Membership / DNS Facebook Master  
Elizabeth Perrin    Secretary  
Syd Barber     Director at Large  
Audrey Coutts Director at Large / Newsletter Editor 

makemusichappen@gmail.com 

 
DNS Support Volunteers  
 
Borrie, Ken     Web Manager  
Carr, Terry      Display Co-ordinator  
Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Archivist/Speaker Posters 
MacDonald, Jack    Audio Visual Support  
Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support  
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 
Joanne Van Snellenberg  Membership Co-ordinator 
Birds and Biodiversity Conservation Strategy team: Chair Anne Murray, Terry Carr, 

David Hoar, Nicki Brockamp, Chris McVittie 
Social Committee: Lead Joanne Williamson, Jennifer Melville-Roberts, Valerie Whitlam 
 
 
Wildlife Rescue    604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)   604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report        1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE  604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  
 
INTERESTING LINKS  

 
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:   http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:   http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 
Boundary Bay Park Association 
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar 

https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/  https://www.bcnature.ca/about/ 

Bird Studies Canada    BC Breeding Bird Atlas  

mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
mailto:Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/
https://www.bcnature.ca/about/
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/index.jsp?lang=EN
http://www.birdatlas.bc.ca/


 

THE LAST PAGE 

 

 

Our intrepid treasurer, Jim Kneesch, winner of the Backyard Birding competition for the most unusual bird, 

seen below. It was in his backyard, of course …  

 

 

White throated Sparrow     Jim Kneesch 


