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Tom Bearss        Volume 34, #4 

President         April 2020 

604-940-9296 

Meetings: Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street, Tsawwassen. 

 

All meetings and activities cancelled until further notice.  We hope to be able to 

resume regular meetings in September.    Stay tuned!         

 

Web site http://dncb.wordpress.com 

 

EAGLES HATCHING 

There is a link to 4 eagle webcams here. 

https://hancockwildlife.org/project/live-cams/ 

Hancock Wildlife Foundation Eagle and Fish Cams:  Delta, White Rock, Chehalis River, Harrison Mills, 
Surrey 

The Surrey Reserve Nest may show signs of hatch starting April 2. The history of this nest is very 
interesting. 

https://hancockwildlife.org/surrey-reserve-bald-eagle-nest/ 

 

  

http://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://hancockwildlife.org/project/live-cams/
https://naturevancouver.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1b13b9df95dc066692ea7825c&id=1145fe67ca&e=55cdef1a79
https://hancockwildlife.org/surrey-reserve-bald-eagle-nest/
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Christian Sasse 

 

SPEAKERS 2020 

 

TBA:   Martin Gregus Jr. – Raptors and Snowy Owls  

TBA:   Dr. Christian Sasse - Astronomy and Photography  

TBA:   Diane and David Reesor - Nahanni River Rafting Trip  

 

DELTA NATS BIRDING OUTINGS 

 

Suspended until further notice 

Parking lots have been closed at Centennial Beach, Delta Heritage Air Park and Deas 

Island Regional Park.  
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WELCOME TO A NEW MEMBER 

 

Lori d’Agincourt-Canning – West Vancouver 

 

 

 

Bewick’s wren                  Terrance Carr 

 

 

 American Robin (Turdus migratorius)   Pat Smart  



4 
 

 

 

   DELTA NATURALISTS SOCIETY MEETING 

                                                    March 3, 2020 Minutes  

 

Welcome: President Tom called the meeting to order at 7:34 PM.  He introduced the executive 

present – Anita, Audrey, Jim and Syd – and welcomed guests. Tom outlined the basic structure of the 

meeting: a short business meeting, including a discussion of the final Program Review report; a break 

for socializing and refreshments; then a presentation by Lina Azeez of the Watershed Watch Salmon 

Society.    

Minutes: Jim Ronback moved that the circulated minutes of the Feb. 11, 2020 meeting be approved. 

The motion was seconded by Marilynn King. The motion was carried.  

Treasurer’s Report: Jim reported income of $178.05 in February.  There were significant 

expenditures during the month as we paid the annual hall rental fee of $450 and BC Nature 

dues/insurance of $1,746.90.  Membership stood at 122 individuals, split almost exactly 50:50 

between individual and family membership holders.  

Acknowledgements: Joanne and Tom thanked Valerie Whitham for coordinating the social aspect 

of tonight’s meeting.  Valerie, in turn, thanked Margaret, Carol and Jane for bringing goodies for the 

meeting. Valerie acknowledged that she contributed some treats, as well.  

Tom commented on the great work that the Birds and Biodiversity Committee is doing.   

Tom also introduced our new Membership Coordinator, Joanne Van Snellenberg, who is working 

closely with Jim on membership administration matters and giving us more recruitment work 

capacity. Joanne offered to send a letter to guests if they will please leave a legible name and 

address when they sign the guest register at the front desk.  

Environment Issues/Upcoming Speakers:  Anita had no environmental issues to report.  She 

provided a run-down of the scheduled, upcoming meeting speakers.    

BC Nature Report:  The BC Nature Conference & AGM is planned for Princeton, May 28-31, 2020.  

Tom reported that several DNS members are planning to attend.  

Recent Society Activities: 

There have been four Delta Naturalists Casual Birding (DNCB) weekly outings since the February 

meeting. Members can check the DNCB Blog at: www.dncb.wordpress.com for outing reports and 

photos.  

http://www.dncb.wordpress.com/
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Other club activities since the Jan. 2 meeting include: 

1. Fri. Feb. 14 BBPA meeting, Cammidge House 
2. Mon. Feb. 17 DNS executive meeting, Tom’s house 
3. Wed. Feb. 26 Birds/Bioblitz meeting, Terry Carr’s home 
4. Birds and Biodiversity Committee meeting 

             

Upcoming Meetings/Events: 

Editorial Note:  All these events have been cancelled because of the virus crisis.  The DNS 

executive has also cancelled the April, May and June monthly meetings.  We hope to resume regular 

meetings in September following the usual break over July and August.  

1) Fri. Mar. 6, BBPA meeting, Cammidge House,  
2) Wed. Mar. 18, quarterly Birds on the Bay outing, Cammidge House, 9:00 AM 
3) Sat. Apr. 4, Birds in Focus Presentations, Tsawwassen Arts Centre, 6:30 PM 
4) Sun. Apr. 5, Birds in Focus workshop, Cammidge House, 9:00 AM 

 

Other Reports:  Tom reported that the BBPA (Boundary Bay Parks Association) has hired a great 

new coordinator. There is lots of cross over between that organization and DNS.  Indeed, the BBPA 

membership is comprised largely of DNS members. Tom mentioned that we’re scheduled to show 

and staff our display at a whole bunch of upcoming events; see Terry for details and if you can help.  

We’ve also got four big Bird Week events coming up that we could sure use some help with.  

Bird Box Team report:  Jack reported, on behalf of the team, that two barn owl nest boxes at 

Kings Links golf course are occupied by barn owls this spring.  The team is planning to make 10 more 

for installation around the Lower Mainland, wherever hosts can be found. The team has also cleaned 

out local tree swallow nest boxes (e.g. BBRP; Kings Links golf course) in preparation for the arrival of 

the tree swallows.   

Program Review (“Moving Forward” proposal) discussion:  Tom introduced the discussion, 

referring to this year-long project to review the activities of DNS and reflect on what we might wish 

to do, going forward.  The project culminated recently in the Moving Forward conceptual plan that 

was distributed electronically to the membership and is available in hard copy here tonight. Finally, 

he acknowledged the 11member working group, including the DNS executive, that conducted the 

project and opened the floor for discussion of the proposed plan.  

 

Carol:  Sensed the proposed plan is seeking to raise the profile of DNS.  Spoke in favour of some 

distinctive clothing for club members to wear (e.g. when volunteering on public club projects), 

recounted a comparable experience with another organization and said she might be able to help 

with this initiative, if we go forward.  

Paul:  Is the point of the plan to enhance recruitment?  

Tom:  That’s one of several objectives.  
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Carol: Another good reason (to come up with a uniform clothing item) is to identify DNS members 

(when they’re volunteering in a public setting). 

Annie:  Commented on how other people at the AGMs really liked the DNS garb that DNS attendees 

used to wear. 

Paul:  Should we try to engage UBC students?  

Carol:  We don’t fund raise; how would we fund a scholarship?  

Richard:  Didn’t we have a student working for us collecting data on English sparrows usurping the 

tree swallow next boxes in BBPA?   

Tom:  That was a BBPA student.  

Deb Jacks:  Do we celebrate Earth Day?  

Tom:  We support the Delta Watershed Park annual salmon release on or around that day, in 

partnership with the City of Delta.  

Annie:  Is there a day called INature coming up?  

Tom:  Yes, we’re going to participate @ Iona Regional Park in April.  

Guest:  Lots of good ideas (in the report); you’re going to need some funding to implement them.  

Syd:  Yes.  The plan is to advance a short list of ideas on an annual basis, as part of the annual 

budgeting process, and deal with it that way (e.g. one bite at a time).  

Deb Jacks:  Are we interested in (doing some work on) fungi?  

Tom:  I think our Birds and Biodiversity Committee are planning a publication on this.  

Abby:  With respect to greater involvement with schools, the private school (Southpointe Academy) 

near the Baptist Church in Tsawwassen might be a good one to contact.   

Valerie:  What does general nature walks mean?  Looking at plants?   

Tom:  Yes, could well be.  

Richard:  Years ago, we tried to get involved with a school and it didn’t work very well.  

 

Program Review (“Moving Forward” proposal) conclusion:  Tom asked whether there was 

support to adopt and move forward with the proposed plan.  There was a large show of hands 

signifying support.  

 

Next meeting:  Tuesday, April 7 at 7:30 PM.  

 

Social Break  
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Presentation:  Lina Azeez gave an interesting and informative presentation regarding what her non-

profit organization, the Watershed Watch Salmon Society, is doing to restore important salmon 

rearing habitat in the Lower Mainland, including here in Delta.    

 

Meeting Adjournment:  President Tom thanked Ms. Azeez for her presentation and adjourned the 

meeting at approximately 9:15 PM  

 

 

Blue Geese - a colour variant of the lesser snow goose      Jim Kneesch 

Iona, January 21, 2020  
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Back Yard / Balcony Bird Challenge 

What and When 

Competition to see who can spot the most bird species* and / or 

the most unusual bird species in their backyard / balcony, starting 
April 1st for a month 

 

Prizes:  Backyard, 1- Most species  2 - Most unusual 

Balcony,  1- most species  2 - Most unusual 

Open to DNS members 

How 

RECORD SIGHTINGS 

1 eBird https://ebird.org/news/discover-the-birds-in-your-yard-or-

garden 

2 Record using pen and paper 

REGISTER 

Send email to deltanaturalists@gmail.com  name, location (city), backyard 

or balcony 

ONGOING 

Do you have a yard or a balcony? 

• Respond to weekly requests for sightings data 

• Results published on a weekly basis 

• Rewards given at next DNS meeting 
 

* Sightings include all birds seen from backyard / balcony (i.e include next yard or flying overhead)  

https://ebird.org/news/discover-the-birds-in-your-yard-or-garden
https://ebird.org/news/discover-the-birds-in-your-yard-or-garden
mailto:deltanaturalists@gmail.com
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UPDATE – as of April 4th 

1. 13 of 14 registered participants have reported 
2. Nicki has 26, Grant 24 
3. most have 16-18 species 
4. 51 species seen 

 

 

 

 
 

Yellow Variant House Finch – from Jim Kneesch’s back yard.  

Jim identified 17 varieties of birds by April 3rd.  

 

Photographs on pages 10 and 11 are from the Backyard Birding Challenge  
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Adult female red winged black birds  Valerie Fuller  
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Female Wood Duck in feeder!      Valerie Fuller 

 
Pileated Woodpecker   Liz & Alan Stewart  
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CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 

From: Nature Network at Nature Canada 
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2020 1:12 PM 

To: perrinep@telus.net 

Subject: Canadians need nature more than ever before. 
 
 

 
 

To our Nature Network friends, 
 

Firstly, we want to say that we hope you, your 
family, and loved ones are all healthy and well, 
and finding new routines in this unprecedented 
time. We know that we are not the only ones 
feeling uneasy and isolated, and we want our 
partners across Canada to know that you are 
not alone. We are - and will continue to be - 
here for you. 
 
At Nature Canada, we have instituted a work 
from home policy for the near future to ensure 
we are doing our part to combat this public 
crisis. We have also cancelled all our planned 
public events until the end of April, and we 
know that we will likely have to cancel events 
for well beyond that. We encourage you to 
consider taking similar actions in the wake of 
the COVID-19 crisis. 
 

As a Nature Network organization, we know 
that your guiding principles are to get people 
together to experience nature and to create a 
community that appreciates and protects it.  
 
The restrictions on gatherings and connection 
have undoubtedly thrown your work into 
doubt. However, we believe there is an 
opportunity for every nature club, trail 
association and land trust to step up in this 
crisis as a leader for our communities, to share 
the knowledge we have about nature, and 
encourage those in our neighbourhoods to still 
get outside. Instead of these activities taking 
place in person, they'll be moved onto digital 
platforms where people can upload and share 
their experiences with a wide network while 
remaining isolated. 
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Nature heals us. We can all experience the 
nature around us and find a sense of calm and 
connection through this difficult time, while still 
practicing social distancing. We know the 
benefits that getting out into nature has on our 
mental well-being and physical bodies. This is 
our chance to showcase our love for nearby 
nature to those who need it most in our 
communities right now. 
 
To support you in the transition towards online 
organizing, we have been hard at work 
developing resources that we hope will be 
useful to you and other partners across the 
country including: 

• bi-weekly newsletters, starting March 
25th, to share topical resources and 
strategies for coping; 

• guides to facilitate digital engagement 
on major social media platforms; 

• a Facebook group to facilitate ongoing 
communications between our 
wonderful community of Nature 
Network organizations; 

• templates for reaching out to your local 
media (coming soon!); and, 

• webinars focused on using Canva to 
increase engagement on social media. 

We encourage you to sign up for these 
resources as we share more tools and 
information in the coming weeks, and to share 
these messages throughout your networks. 
Canadians need nature more than ever before. 
We are blessed to live in a country with wild 
spaces in abundance nearby. 
 
Thank you all for your leadership, and we wish 
you all the most healing and peace in the times 
that come. If you have any further questions or 
concerns please feel free to reach us 
at engage@naturecanada.ca 

 
Hannah Dean 
Organizing Director 
Nature Canada 
 

 
 

 
NOTE: The Minister of Environment and Climate Change has extended the time limit for the issuance 
of the Decision Statement for the Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project by ninety days (90) to recognize 
the extenuating circumstances arising from the COVID-19 pandemic. The Notice of Extension is 
available on the Canadian Impact Assessment Registry (https://iaac-
aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/134523?&culture=en-CA  

https://naturecanada.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b3e6701b306716a2a740b27a8&id=61839d4be0&e=d9d946b012
https://naturecanada.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b3e6701b306716a2a740b27a8&id=266e4aa5ba&e=d9d946b012
https://naturecanada.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b3e6701b306716a2a740b27a8&id=02a7238603&e=d9d946b012
mailto:engage@naturecanada.ca
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/134523?&culture=en-CA
https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/134523?&culture=en-CA
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BIRDING QUIZ 

What bird is: 

1. An outfielder 

2. Is where gardeners plant extra seeds 

3. Is what thieves are doing 

4. Is a coward from the great plains 

5. Is a regal angler 

6. Is a corner 

7. Is a sad letter 

8. Is a short conversation 

9. Is very, very fast 

10. Is crazy 

11. Is a pennant 

12. Is a highway sprinter 

13. Sees with a precious metal 

14. Must precede digestion 

15. Might give milk 

16. Murders a game animal 

17. Cuts through water 

18. Is a famous magician 

19. Is a country 

20. Is a communist stick 

21. Is a decay of pears 

22. Shoots form an ambush 

23. Is an invoice for silverware 

24. Is a lame relative 

25. Is a construction machine 

 

Answers on page 18 

 

MEET THE LOUDEST BIRD IN THE WORLD 

Worth reading: https://cosmosmagazine.com/biology/meet-the-loudest-bird-in-the-

world?utm_source=Cosmos+-+Master+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=ecd3777f57-

RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f5c04479a-ecd3777f57-180720637 at Cosmos 

Magazine.  

https://cosmosmagazine.com/biology/meet-the-loudest-bird-in-the-world?utm_source=Cosmos+-+Master+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=ecd3777f57-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f5c04479a-ecd3777f57-180720637
https://cosmosmagazine.com/biology/meet-the-loudest-bird-in-the-world?utm_source=Cosmos+-+Master+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=ecd3777f57-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f5c04479a-ecd3777f57-180720637
https://cosmosmagazine.com/biology/meet-the-loudest-bird-in-the-world?utm_source=Cosmos+-+Master+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=ecd3777f57-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3f5c04479a-ecd3777f57-180720637
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DNS Executive  
 
Bearss, Tom     President Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com 
Den Dikken, Anita    Vice President / BC Nature representative  
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer / Membership / DNS Facebook Master  
Elizabeth Perrin    Secretary  
Syd Barber     Director at Large  
Audrey Coutts Director at Large / Newsletter Editor 

makemusichappen@gmail.com 

DNS Support Volunteers  
Borrie, Ken     Web Manager  
Carr, Terry      Display Co-ordinator  
Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Archivist/Speaker Posters  
Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support  
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 
Stewart, Alan     Audio Visual Support  
Joanne Van Snellenberg  Membership Co-ordinator 
Birds and Biodiversity Conservation Strategy team: Chair Anne Murray, Terry Carr, 

David Hoar, Nicki Brockamp, Chris McVittie 
Social Committee: Lead Joanne Williamson, Jennifer Melville-Roberts, Valerie Whitlam 
 
Delta Nats’ website:    https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
Wildlife Rescue     604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)   604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report        1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE  604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  
 
INTERESTING LINKS  

 
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:   http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:   http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 
Boundary Bay Park Association 

https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar 

https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/ 

Bird Studies Canada    BC Breeding Bird Atlas  

mailto:Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com
mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
mailto:Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/index.jsp?lang=EN
http://www.birdatlas.bc.ca/
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THE LAST PAGES 

 

The Confession of a Nuthatch Avoider 

Bird watchers top my honors list, 

I aimed to be one, but I missed. 

 

Since I’m both myopic and astigmatic, 

My aim turned out to be erratic, 

And I, bespectacled and binocular, 

Exposed myself to comment jocular. 

 

We don’t need too much birdlore, do we, 

To tell a flamingo from a towhee; 

Yet I cannot, and never will, 

Unless the silly bird stands still. 

And there’s no enlightenment in a tour 

Of ornithological literature. 

Is yon strange creature a common chickadee, 

Or a migrant alouette from Picardy? 

 

You rush to consult your Nature Guide 

And inspect the gallery inside, 

But a bird in the open never looks 

Like its picture in the birdie books – 

Or if it once did, it has changed its plumage, 

And plunges you back into ignorant gloomage. 

 

That is why I sit here growing old by inches, 

Watching the clock instead of finches, 

But I sometimes visualize in my gin 

The Audobon that I audibin. 

 

Ogden Nash  
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Answers to quiz: 

 1.Flycatcher 

 2.Sparrow 

 3.Robin 

 4. Prairie chicken 

 5. Kingfisher 

 6. Tern 

 7. Blue Jay 

 8. Chat 

 9. Swift 

10. Loon 

11. Bunting 

12. Knot 

13. Roadrunner 

14. Goldeneye 

15. Swallow 

16. Cowbird 

17. Killdeer 

18. Shearwater 

19. Merlin 

20. Turkey 

21. Redpoll 

22. Parrot 

23. Snipe 

24. Spoonbill 

25. Limpkin 

26. Crane 

 

Thank you to Joyce Manary for the poem and the quiz. 

Photo of the eagle on page 1 is by Glen Bodie. 

 

KEEP WELL, EVERYONE 

 

 

 Flamingo     ©2020 Yuri Choufour - www.yurichoufour.com 

http://www.yurichoufour.com/

