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Next Meeting: Tuesday, Feb 4th    

Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street, Tsawwassen. 

A short business meeting at 7:30, a break for tea and coffee, followed by our speaker.  
 

Martin Gregus Jr. 

 
 
The Year of the Raptor and Snowy Owls 
 
From north to south, east to west; our planet is 
covered by invisible highways that birds use in 
the winter and summer, dictated by the 
abundance of food and the intensity of the 
oncoming season. Not all years are identical. 
During some years the West Coast finds itself 
flooded by an abundance of rare birds like 
Snowy Owls while during others we look to our 
rivers to see Bald Eagles as far as the eye can 
see. 

Seeing and photographing these birds however 
requires patience and the ability to think like 
one of them; after all raptors tend to be some 
of the rarest and shiest of all bird species 
found in western Canada. Join world renown 
photographer Martin Gregus on February 4th. 
and see just what it takes to get the perfect 
shot. 



Biography: 

Martin Gregus Jr. is the youngest member of 

the Gregus Creative Group.  Currently living in 

Vancouver, born into a family of artists in 

Bratislava, Slovakia, Martin is an internationally 

awarded, multidisciplinary artist with an 

amazing photographic eye, and clever 

creativity.  

Martin’s work has been recognized in some of 

the world’s most prestigious contests.  In 2008, 

at the age of 11, Martin’s “White on Blue” 

image was specially commended at the Natural 

History Museum Wildlife Photographer of the 

Year competition in London, England, and 

again in 2010 when his image ‘Crane 

Perfection” was the winner in the 11-14 age 

category. Since 2010, Martin’s photographs 

have been shortlisted and even awarded in 

many other world renown photography 

competitions.  

In 2012 Martin exhibited his documentary and 

street photography in Slovakia’s most 

prestigious art gallery.  He has given many 

presentations and speeches about photography 

in schools and museums, and he led a 

photography youth camp for the Royal BC 

Museum in Victoria.  

Today, Martin is a full member of the ICG 699 

(International Cinematographers Guild), where 

he works as a DOP (director of photography), 

and UAV (unmanned air vehicle) operator, with 

over five years experience operating drones in 

some truly remote and spectacular places. 

Most of his work is based in North America, 

Europe and the South Pacific, as well as in 

South America and Antarctica. His company, 

AviaEve is fully licenced by the Canadian 

Government to operate anywhere in Canada.  

 
www.aviaeye.com 
www.facebook.com/aviaeye 
 

 

Snowy Owl  

http://www.aviaeye.com/
http://www.facebook.com/aviaeye


 

 

 

 

Bald Eagle            Martin Gregus Jr. 

 



SPEAKERS 2020 

 

Feb 4:   Martin Gregus Jr. – Raptors and Snowy Owls www.aviaeye.com  

Mar 3:  Lina Azeez - Watershed Watch Salmon Society - Restoration of Habitat for Wild 

Salmon and Communities  

Apr 7:   Alan Stewart – Birding by Canoe in Northern Saskatchewan  

May 5:   Dr. Christian Sasse - Astronomy and Photography  

June 2:   Diane and David Reesor - Nahanni River Rafting Trip  

 

** We would like to have another person in our roster to assist as audio visual support. Volunteers? 

 

DELTA NATS BIRDING OUTINGS 

 

These are preliminary – please check https://dncb.wordpress.com/2019_dncb_outings/ for updates. 

Meeting times & places are posted on the DNCB Home Page  

Tu Feb 4   2020-05 Brunswick Point  

Tu Feb 11   2020-06 Serpentine Fen & Surrey Lake  

Tu Feb 18   2020-07 Blaine & Semiahmoo Spit, Washington  

Tu Feb 25   2020-08 Tsawwassen Ferry Jetty, TFN and Reifel Bird Sanctuary  

Tu Mar 3   2020-09 De Boville Slough and Blakeburn Lagoons  

Tu Mar 10  2020-10 Iona Regional Park 

Wed Mar 18  2020-11 Birds on the Bay Outing in Boundary Bay Regional Park 

Tu Mar 24  2020-12 Stanley Park 

Wed Apr 1  2020-13 Point Roberts, USA 

Wed Apr 8  2020-14 Brydon Lagoon & Hi-Knoll Park, Surrey 

Wed Apr 15  2020-15 Queen Elizabeth Park, Vancouver 

Wed Apr 22  2020-16 Whidbey Island, USA 

Wed Apr 29  2020-17 UBC Botanical Gardens 

Wed May 6  2020-18 Tsawwassen Ferry Terminal and Reifel Bird Sanctuary 

Wed May 13  2020-19 Tennant Lake, USA 

Wed May 20  2020-20 Jackman Wetlands & Aldergrove Regional Park  

http://www.aviaeye.com/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/2019_dncb_outings/


DELTA NATURALISTS’ DISPLAYS for 2020 

 

18th Delta’s Annual Fish Release at Watershed Park in North Delta, Sunday April 19 from 12-2. 

Tom Bearss will lead a Bird/Nature Walk, leaving from Pinewood Elementary School at 11:30 am, 
down the hill to the release site, arriving around 12:30 pm. If you can assist with the display, please 
contact Terry Carr. (terrancecarr@gmail.com) 
 
 
June 5 & 6 Biennial Vancouver Landfill Open House 
 
 

 
2016 Fish Release at Watershed Park 

 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

Karen Topham and John Anderson - from Blaine, Washington 

Elta Marotto – from New Westminster, B.C  

mailto:terrancecarr@gmail.com


 

 

 
A message from Greta and George 

 

One of the best short videos of 2019. 

Protect – Restore – Fund 

https://youtu.be/aUCD_24cygQ 

also 

How Wolves Change Rivers 

 

“Species are not selecting for what is ‘good’ in nature; they are 

selecting for traits that help them survive human influence.”  Dr. Sarah P. 

Otto, UBC theoretical biologist and Canada Research Chair in Theoretical and Experimental Evolution. 

https://youtu.be/aUCD_24cygQ
https://www.filmsforaction.org/watch/how-wolves-change-rivers/


 



The Delta Naturalists’ Birds and Biodiversity Conservation 

Committee, January 2020 report 

by Anne Murray 

“Experience Delta Naturally” 

Delta Naturalists who have attended monthly 

meetings over the last year or two will have 

heard me give brief updates on the work of our 

“Birds and Biodiversity Conservation 

Committee”.  This group of members got 

together to persuade the City of Delta to adopt 

a strategy protecting the rich biodiversity of 

our municipality, including internationally 

important migratory birds and the unique 

plants of Burns Bog.  

After an initial presentation to Council in 2016 

by Tom Bearss and myself, Delta staff were 

given the go-ahead to work on creating the 

Strategy, which was completed in February 

2018, just in time for the big International 

Ornithological Conference that brought visitors 

from all over the world to Delta.  

Getting people together 

Delta’s Birds and Biodiversity Conservation 

Strategy is a detailed 22-page long report that 

can be viewed online at Delta’s website. Since, 

all too often, documents like this just languish 

without much action, our Delta Naturalists’ 

committee has adopted a pro-active approach 

to working on the various goals. In the last 

year, we met to discuss the Strategy with 

Delta’s Parks and Recreation staff, the 

Engineering department, and with Climate 

Action and Environment staff, Erin Clement and 

Mike Brotherston who were instrumental in 

writing the Strategy. We have also had a 

meeting with Metro Vancouver environment 

department staff in Burnaby. These meetings 

have been beneficial in presenting DNS’ 

interests in a healthy environment for wildlife 

and people to the government staff responsible 

for maintaining that environment. We have 

plans for a meeting with provincial staff in the 

near future, as well as participating in a 

workshop with multiple departments and 

agencies that Delta is in the process of 

organizing.  

Update to Council 

Our Committee decided to do an update and 

“what’s next” approach to the new Council in 

August 2019. Tom and I gave a presentation 

on the Strategy and DNS’ suggested next 

steps. Our requests this time included items 

such as improving control of loose-running 

dogs, more co-ordinated signage, adequate 

dyke parking, washroom provision, etc. in 

order to encourage people to “Experience Delta 

naturally”. We highlighted several areas of the 

Strategy that needed immediate attention, 

such as protection of vulnerable Barn Owls 

from rat poison, and we requested continued 

funding for our bird brochures. Finally, we 

floated the idea of a BioBlitz in 2021. Our 

recommendations were unanimously accepted, 

and Council were particularly pleased with the 

“Experience Delta naturally” theme. (This 

presentation is also in the Delta online files.) 

One of the positive outcomes of our 

approaches to Delta Mayor and Council has 

been municipal funding for our two brochures 

on birds and birding in Delta. Tens of 

thousands of these have now been printed and 

distributed around Delta and beyond, and they 

have been used as a template by a number of 

other local naturalist clubs. They may have 

helped people get into birdwatching, an activity 

that is rapidly growing, as the rise in numbers 

of monthly visitors to Reifel Bird Sanctuary 

demonstrates. We also hope that with an 

increased appreciation of bird life in Delta, 

people will understand the need to protect the 



habitats that sustain them, many of which are 

under threat of developments.  

Next steps 

At our most recent meeting, the Committee 

decided to work on a series of brochures on 

plants, marine shore life, fungi, animals, 

insects, etc. using our members’ beautiful 

photos. We are just getting started on this 

project and will be approaching photographers 

for suitable images. We are also beginning 

work on a Delta bird checklist – surprisingly 

there is not one specifically for our 

municipality. These materials will be very 

helpful when it comes to the BioBlitz next year, 

as well as being a great resource for the 

general public, school children and our 

members. Committee members also plan to 

meet with staff from BC Environment, who 

have responsibility for the Wildlife Management 

Areas in Delta, and to continue our discussions 

with staff from local and regional government. 

By working together and educating the public 

we hope to have a positive impact on wildlife 

and habitat protection in our community. 

 

Regular members of the Birds and Biodiversity Conservation Strategy Committee:  

Nicki Brockamp, Terry Carr, David Hoar, Chris McVittie, Anne Murray, and Noreen Rudd. Tom Bearss 

and Kathryn Milligan join us from time to time. 

 

* Jan 29th: Delta Council endorsed this staff report at their Jan 29 meeting. * 

Congratulations to the Birds and Biodiversity Team for all their work in this endeavour! 

 

Birds and Biodiversity Conservation Strategy Update 

 

https://delta.civicweb.net/document/194650 
 
--  

 

 

Harlequin Ducks     Noreen Rudd  

https://delta.civicweb.net/document/194650


 

Black Turnstone   Brian Avent 

 

 

Double crested Cormorant     Brian Avent  



Uncommon Large Raptor at Boundary Bay 

 

 

Northern Goshawk  David Hoar 



2020 Brant Wildlife Festival 

 

 

A Spring Celebration of Nature - we welcome the arrival of thousands of migratory birds, fish and 
marine mammals to the shores of Parksville and Qualicum Beach on Vancouver Island in March and 
April. The Brant come to rest and feed before continuing their arduous northern journey to their 
nesting grounds.  

Join the Nature Trust of BC for a special Brant 
Wildlife Festival presentation on Migration 
Ecology of Pacific Brant on March 27, 6 – 
8pm at the Bayside Oceanfront Resort, 240 
Dogwood Street, Parksville 
 
Bird expert and researcher Sean Boyd will 
share the latest information about Brant geese 
with a special emphasis on those that rest and 
feed in Parksville-Qualicum in the spring. The 
presentation will be followed by a Q&A. $10 
per person including light refreshments. Pre-
register by calling toll-free 1.866.288.7878 or 
email egrondin@naturetrust.bc.ca 
  

Dr. Sean Boyd is a scientist in the Wildlife 
Research Division of the Science and 
Technology Branch of Environment Canada and 
Climate Change. He is an adjunct professor at 
Simon Fraser University. His primary research 
interests include marsh ecology on the Fraser 
River delta, migration ecology of Arctic geese 
like the Brant, sea ducks and grebes. Many of 
his projects are long-term in nature and involve 
the use and refinement of marking protocols, 
especially radio telemetry. The objective is to 
provide scientific advice necessary to conserve 
migratory bird populations and their habitats in 
Canada, the USA, and Mexico.  
 

 

https://brantfestival.bc.ca/events/  

mailto:egrondin@naturetrust.bc.ca
https://brantfestival.bc.ca/events/


 

https://brantfestival.bc.ca/events/ 

 

 

Bird Week, May 2-9, 2020 

Delta Naturalists’ Activities 

 

Sun. May 3:  Co-hosting with the City of Delta the screening of Jocelyn Demers’ documentary 
film “The Future of Birds”, North Delta Centre for the Arts, 11624 84th Ave,  
7:00 pm. Pre-registration. 

 
Tues. May 5:  Delta Nats monthly meeting featuring renowned Photographer Dr. Christian 

Sasse presenting on Eagles, Astronomy and Photography. Meeting at 
Benediction Lutheran Church (56th & 6th) in Tsawwassen at 7:30 pm. 

 
Wed. May 6:  Delta Nats Casual Birding morning outing at Reifel Bird Sanctuary.  

Meet at Reifel entrance at 9:15 am. 
 
Thurs. May 7:  Co-hosting with the City of Delta a Presentation by  

Dr. Rob Butler on the Amazing Crows, at the Tsawwassen Arts Centre  
(56th St). 7:00 – 9:00 pm. Pre-registration. 

 
Sat. May 9:  Bird/Nature outing in Boundary Bay Regional Park.  

Meeting at and leaving from historic Cammidge House at 9:00 am on 2 ½ hour 
amble through the park. 

 

Saturday, May 9 is International Migratory Bird Day.  

https://brantfestival.bc.ca/events/


 

Wood duck at Stanley Park, flying in the rain.    Frank Lin  

 

 

WINGS OVER THE WATER FESTIVAL – MARCH 20 - 22 

 Blaine - Semiahmoo - Birch Bay - Washington State 

 

The 18th Annual Wings Over Water Birding 

Festival March 20 – 22, 2020 in Blaine, 

Washington, celebrates the incredible variety 

of migratory birds that flock to the coastal 

waters of Drayton Harbor, Birch Bay and 

Semiahmoo Bay at the northwest corner of 

Washington State. This major stopover on the 

Pacific Flyway between Seattle, Washington 

and Vancouver, BC is designated as an 

Important Birding Area (IBA) and is the anchor 

for the North Cascades Loop of the Great 

Washington State Birding Trail.  



Richmond Designated as 'Bat-friendly' Community 

Richmond is the first Lower Mainland community to receive 
certification from the Community Bat Programs of B.C. 

Maria Rantanen / Richmond News 

JANUARY 14, 2020  

 

 

 

 
Richmond is the first city in the Lower Mainland 
– and only the third one in B.C. – to be 
designated as a “bat-friendly community.” 

The city received the certification after showing 
a commitment to managing and conserving the 
local bat population, explained Danielle 
Dagenais, the Metro Vancouver-Squamish 
regional bat coordinator with the Community 
Bat Programs of B.C. 

Richmond has several upcoming bat initiatives, 
for example, at Terra Nova Park and Richmond 
Nature Park. 

Dagenais pointed out that some of the city’s 
policies, for example, around ecological 
management, pesticides and riparian response 
issues, already help the local bat population. 

As urban areas spread, bats lose their roosting 
and foraging habitats and face threats of 
entrapment and death. 

Several bat species are listed on endangered 
species lists, for example, the little brown bat 
and northern long-eared myotis are on the 
federal endangered species list.  



As nocturnal creatures, bats are the most 
important predator of nocturnal insects as well 
as crepuscular – those active at sunset and 
sunrise – insects. 

“The loss of bats would result in increased 
insect populations, including increased 
mosquitoes and insect pests of farmlands and 
forests,” Dagenais explained. 

The bat-friendly certification was presented to 
the city on Monday evening by Dagenais. 

At the council meeting, Dagenais explained 
that one big misconception about bats is 
around rabies. In fact, she said, only one per 
cent of bats have rabies, and a man’s death 
last year from rabies, after being in contact 
with a bat, was only the third such incident 
since 1924. 

The Community Bat Programs of B.C. is a non-
profit that has been in existence for about six 
years and is made up of a group of bat 
biologists.

 

 

 

 

 

Red-breasted Merganser        Brian Avent 

    



 

 

 

Snow Geese, Garry Point, January 29th     Angela Burnett  



NATURE VANCOUVER    

We are a Vancouver, BC- based nature organization with a focus on education and outdoor activities.  

We offer a variety of activities including an EVENING SPEAKER SERIES from September to April, 

WORKSHOPS, walks and hikes throughout the year, backpacking and camping TRIPS, an annual 

SUMMER CAMP, and more.  

We have individual Sections that provide a greater focus in specific areas of nature including 

BIRDING, BOTANY, CONSERVATION, GEOLOGY, MARINE BIOLOGY and PHOTOGRAPHY.  

Birders' Nights  

Evening programs of the Birding Section start with introductions and items of general interest. The 

main presentation begins after a short break for light refreshments.  

These programs are open to the public and members are encouraged to invite their friends. For more 

information and suggestions for future programs please contact the Program Coordinator JUDE 

GRASS.  

WHEN: First Thursday of each month from September to May at 7:30 p.m.  

WHERE: Parish Hall of St. Mary’s Anglican Church (Kerrisdale) (2490 West 37th Avenue (at Larch 

Street), Vancouver.  

6 Feb 7:30–9:30 John Gordon: Birding in Yucatan, Campeche, Quintana Roo & N. Chiapas, Mexico. 

13 Feb 7:30 - 9:00 pm Bowhead Whales - Sarah Fortune Unitarian Centre (Hewett Hall), Van.  

15 Feb 9:00 AM - 12:00 pm Half-day Birding Field Trip at Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary, Delta  

20 Feb 7:00 - 9:30 pm BC Ancient Forests. Unitarian Centre (Hewett Hall), Vancouver 

05 Mar 7:30 - 9:30 Jocelyn Demers: The Future of Birds (a talk plus film). 

02 Apr 7:30 - 9:30 Ron Long: Birds of Costa Rica 

 

 
Wood Duck   Pat Smart  



Kerry Banks 2 Jan 2020 | TheTyee.ca 

 

 

The Amazingly Cool Anna’s Hummingbird Scoffs at Winter 

Vancouver’s official bird is a sex-crazed, smart, supercharged recent arrival. 

 

‘Like all hummingbirds, the Anna’s spends much of its life in overdrive.’ Photo by Kerry Banks. 

An Anna’s hummingbird zoomed past as I 
entered our backyard the other day and 
proceeded to hover directly in front of my face, 
its head and throat glowing an electric fuchsia. 
The tiny bird showed no fear — it looked calm, 
even arrogant — hanging in the frosty air like a 
miniature Clint Eastwood. 

It’s always a bit of a shock to see these 
iridescent, tropical-hued birds in the depths of 
winter, but the Anna’s is a year-round 
Vancouver resident, a surprising fact perhaps, 
but necessary for a creature that owns the title 
of Vancouver’s official bird. 
 

The Anna’s hummingbird, which was named 
after Anna Massena, a 19th century French 
duchess, easily defeated the northern flicker, 
varied thrush and spotted towhee in balloting 
to earn the title of Vancouver’s official city bird 
in 2017. Unlike previous winners, who held the 
honour for only a year, this is a permanent 
designation. The stability allows the bird to be 
used in branding initiatives by artists, 

community groups and businesses eager to 
promote their affinity with nature. 

The press release issued by the city that 
heralded the Anna’s triumph described it as 
“classy, urbane and stylish, with the heart of a 
tiger,” which sounds suspiciously like the sort 
of lingo used to sell cars. It‘s certainly not an 
accurate depiction of the bird, which is a far 
more complex mixture of muscle, feathers and 
buzzing electrons. A more truthful description 
would be “tough, pugnacious, beautiful, smart, 
sex-crazed, sugar junkies.” 

Make no mistake, hummingbirds are serious 
badasses, a fact recognized by the Aztecs, who 
named their most powerful 
deity, Huitzilopochtli, after the diminutive bird. 
In fact, when Aztec high priests drew their 
obsidian knives and made human sacrifices 
to Huitzilopochtli, they wore sacred cloaks 
made entirely of shimmering hummingbird 
skins. 

In the hummingbird lab 

Yet, despite their ubiquity, most people are 
unaware of the amazing attributes of Anna’s 

hummingbirds, and of hummers in general. 
Their unique, specialized physical qualities  

https://thetyee.ca/Bios/Kerry_Banks/


 have long intrigued scientists, including UBC 
zoologist Doug Altshuler, who has spent two 
decades studying hummingbirds and who 

operates one of a handful of labs in North 
America that work with live hummers on a 
regular basis

. 

To read the rest of this informative article, click here: 

https://thetyee.ca/News/2020/01/02/Anna-Hummingbird/ 

 

The Anna’s hummingbird must consume twice its body weight in insects and nectar daily 
just to survive.  

 

 

Anna’s Hummingbird    Brian Avent  

https://thetyee.ca/News/2020/01/02/Anna-Hummingbird/


 

 

Curator’s Remarks 
 
This winter, the skill and creative vision of multiple artists inspired by the magnificence of 
nature will be celebrated at Surrey Art Gallery through four different exhibitions. In Susan Point: 
Spindle Whorl renowned Salish artist Susan Point will display a career-spanning series of screen 
prints and sculptures. Don Li-Leger: Counting the Steps of the Sun captures the breadth of the late 
artist’s creative talents in painting and video. How Green is Your Muse? features a lively range of 
multimedia works that call for the preservation of our natural world, from the Filipino Music and Art 
Foundation. At Surrey Art Gallery’s offsite venue UrbanScreen, Varvara & Mar: We Are the 
Clouds uses special software to project Surrey locals into a virtual sky.  
 
Susan Point: Spindle Whorl January 25–March 22 
 
Over the past three and half decades, artist Susan Point has received acclaim for her accomplished 
and wide-ranging works that compellingly assert the vitality of Coast Salish culture, both past and 
present. On tour from the Vancouver Art Gallery, Susan Point: Spindle Whorl showcases many of the 
artist’s silkscreen prints and their significant role in her practice. The exhibition particularly focuses on 
Point’s recurring use of the motif of the Coast Salish spindle whorl, a tool traditionally used by Coast 
Salish women to weave blankets. 
 
Don Li-Leger: Counting the Steps of the Sun January 25–March 22 
 
Don Li-Leger (1948-2019) had a five-decade long art practice marked by a deep and enduring 
curiosity for nature. Over his career, he explored flora, fauna, and landscapes through a variety of 
media. This exhibition brings together selections of late video works alongside a series of paintings 
the artist made in response to the 2017 “super bloom” of wildflowers in Southern California and 
Arizona. Vivid colours and botanical abstraction point to Li-Leger’s enduring ecological vision, rooted 
in life and light.  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunications.surrey.ca%2Fc%2F443%2Fd8eac94d0fb78dac200204edba85cfc5e7458116906d5197587be49c58b00eaf23f1f694ea285081&data=02%7C01%7Cjstrom%40surrey.ca%7C49da77e6d7aa4b7399fc08d79e9e86cd%7Cdabca0329edf4a38812823f1c18ab2a3%7C1%7C0%7C637152276008539684&sdata=0llvztt3tzA5I%2B046qOtQdnKR04TVipE2sKAKH%2B4ug0%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunications.surrey.ca%2Fc%2F443%2Fd8eac94d0fb78dac200204edba85cfc5e7458116906d5197587be49c58b00eaf23f1f694ea285081&data=02%7C01%7Cjstrom%40surrey.ca%7C49da77e6d7aa4b7399fc08d79e9e86cd%7Cdabca0329edf4a38812823f1c18ab2a3%7C1%7C0%7C637152276008539684&sdata=0llvztt3tzA5I%2B046qOtQdnKR04TVipE2sKAKH%2B4ug0%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunications.surrey.ca%2Fc%2F443%2Fd8eac94d0fb78dac200204edba85cfc5e7458116906d5197bfe142c97fb0fefc23f1f694ea285081&data=02%7C01%7Cjstrom%40surrey.ca%7C49da77e6d7aa4b7399fc08d79e9e86cd%7Cdabca0329edf4a38812823f1c18ab2a3%7C1%7C0%7C637152276008549683&sdata=cgKM7%2B9PnO%2FZE63ms8rLZSbBPZnYlbWMEG%2BZgKV8EdU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunications.surrey.ca%2Fc%2F443%2Fd8eac94d0fb78dac200204edba85cfc5e7458116906d5197bbcabef7c30e744723f1f694ea285081&data=02%7C01%7Cjstrom%40surrey.ca%7C49da77e6d7aa4b7399fc08d79e9e86cd%7Cdabca0329edf4a38812823f1c18ab2a3%7C1%7C0%7C637152276008549683&sdata=7eFLCglv0jf8RFuhxqIg%2FREVxXuRM4aT8EOofFDYPho%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunications.surrey.ca%2Fc%2F443%2Fd8eac94d0fb78dac200204edba85cfc5e7458116906d519760d3c327f34a5b9c23f1f694ea285081&data=02%7C01%7Cjstrom%40surrey.ca%7C49da77e6d7aa4b7399fc08d79e9e86cd%7Cdabca0329edf4a38812823f1c18ab2a3%7C1%7C0%7C637152276008559674&sdata=33xP6%2Bafj%2BNrWeV%2FcqFislA93qLfuQLAfttRQpuvNPY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcommunications.surrey.ca%2Fc%2F443%2Fd8eac94d0fb78dac200204edba85cfc5e7458116906d519760d3c327f34a5b9c23f1f694ea285081&data=02%7C01%7Cjstrom%40surrey.ca%7C49da77e6d7aa4b7399fc08d79e9e86cd%7Cdabca0329edf4a38812823f1c18ab2a3%7C1%7C0%7C637152276008559674&sdata=33xP6%2Bafj%2BNrWeV%2FcqFislA93qLfuQLAfttRQpuvNPY%3D&reserved=0


Varvara and Mar: We Are the Clouds January 30–April 26 
 
Have you ever seen yourself in the sky? Estonia-based artist duo Varvara & Mar invite you to 
participate in an interactive artwork for UrbanScreen. Through software developed by the artists, 
visitors to Chuck Bailey Recreation Centre can have their silhouette transformed into the shape of a 
cloud, to be projected onto a majestic blue sky traversing the façade of the building. Over time, other 
participants will join in, creating a cloud community. A special version of We are the Clouds will be 
available for visitors to interact with at the Gallery’s opening reception. 
 
Select Related Events 
 
Artist Talk with Susan Point Wednesday, February 19 | 6:30–8pm 
 
Susan Point will visit Surrey Art Gallery to discuss the works in her travelling exhibition Susan Point: 
Spindle Whorl. Point will draw upon her Musqueam heritage, as well as her own inquiry into 
contemporary art practice, to provide context for the wide-ranging styles and motifs found 
throughout the show. The talk will be followed by a Q&A period. 
 
Don Li-Leger Panel Discussion Saturday, March 7 | 2:30–4pm 
 
Join artists Cora Li-Leger, Shengtian Zheng, and Jeremy Herndl in conversation about the videos and 
paintings of Don Li-Leger, as we celebrate the artist’s five-decade-long art practice and enduring 
ecological vision. 
 
Family Sunday Sunday, March 15 | 11–3pm 
 
Drop in to enjoy, learn about, and make art with friends and family! Artist educators and volunteers 
will inspire you with activities that explore the themes of our exhibitions. Sculpt with clay, paint, and 
use printmaking to create and take home your masterpiece. Discover different works in the Gallery, 
participate in an interactive performance, and get creative in our sensory-friendly space! 
 
Also on view starting in February are Carol Sawyer: Proscenium and Don Hutchinson and Ying-Yueh 
Chuang: Passages. 
 
Previous page Image credit: 
 
Left: Susan Point, Behind Four Winds, 2012, screenprint, 80.0 x 80.0 cm, Collection of the Vancouver 
Art Gallery, Gift of the Artist, Photo: Rachel Topham, Vancouver Art Gallery. 
 
Right: Don Li-Leger, Hundred Year Bloom 7, 2018, acrylic on canvas, 4’ (h) x 8’ (w), Courtesy of Li-
Leger Family. 

 
Surrey Art Gallery 13750 88 Avenue 
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Spring at Sea 

By Amie Arnet, Public Education Lead at Deep Bay Marine Field Station: 
 
When people think about spring, they often 
associate it with colourful flowers, baby 
animals and a time for renewal and warm 
weather following a cold, grey winter. These 
qualities of spring are not unique to the land as 
the oceans also have the same qualities during 
spring from migrating animals, blooming 
plants, and even their share of spawns and 
baby animals. Spring is an excellent season to 
enjoy the wonders of our oceans. 

Spring is a very busy time for Pacific herring as 
an estimated 93 thousand tonnes of herring 
move inland to spawn usually near the end of 
March or early April. Female herring will lay up 
to 20,000 eggs in one spawning event. 
However, the survival rate is about one per 
10,000 eggs. This is in large part due to high 
predation from other species. Herring are often 
called a “cornerstone species” as they 
represent only a fraction of biomass in the food 
web, but still play an important role in the 
larger ecosystem. The herring spawn has 
helped shaped some migratory systems to 
follow this sudden increase in biomass. The 
once endangered Brant goose relies on this 
abundant food source to obtain protein to 
complete its migration to northern breeding 
grounds. Larger animals such as Sea Lions also 
depend on this food source as they happily 
feed near the shore. The roaring of these 
“lions” is another great way the oceans 
welcome spring back to the coast! 

As the temperature and daylight increases in 
the spring, it creates a welcoming environment 
for phytoplankton to bloom. Phytoplankton is a 
microscopic marine plant which is another 
important food source for many animals in the 
ocean ecosystem. Some blooms can be 
harmful, producing toxins, blocking sunlight or 
depleting oxygen in the water, but these are 
rare. When phytoplankton blooms in the 
spring, it causes the rest of the ocean to bloom 
as well. 

Larger mammals also migrate back to the area 
during spring. Humpback whale sightings in 
the Salish Sea have been increasing in the 
spring in recent years. Humpbacks migrate 
from warmer breeding grounds such as Hawaii 
and Mexico to the cooler waters of the Pacific 
Northwest to take advantage of the increase in 
krill and small fish, such as herring. The 
population dropped to only 1,200 whales due 
extensive hunting until the 1960s, but now the 
whales are believed to have almost made a full 
recovery in the area. 

When the snow begins to melt and the sunlight 
makes a longer appearance, it’s a great time to 
think of the sights and sounds of spring – 
Humpback whales breaching, sea lions roaring 
and Brant geese happily feeding on herring 
eggs. 
 

 

Double-Crested Cormorants (Phalacrocorax auritus – Pat Smart 



 

Spring at Sea photo 

 

Sandhill Cranes    Noreen Rudd  



CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 
From: "Minister, ENV ENV:EX" <ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca> 
Subject: RE: Support for Selkirk Mountain Caribou Park 
Date: December 12, 2018 at 3:50:39 PM PST 
To: "'aburger@uvic.ca'" <aburger@uvic.ca> 
 
Reference:  334736 
  
December 12, 2018 
  
Alan E. Burger, PhD 
President 
BC Nature 
Email:  aburger@uvic.ca 
  
Dear Dr. Burger: 
  
Thank you for your letter of November 6, 2018, sharing BC Nature’s support for the Selkirk Mountain 
Caribou Park proposal. I apologize for the delay in responding. 
  
I appreciate your interest in protecting species at risk such as mountain caribou, preserving the 
unique old-growth forest habitats that occur in the Incomappleux and considering the many natural 
benefits these areas provide in terms of wildlife corridors. The request to create the proposed Selkirk 
Mountain Caribou Park is one option for protecting the variety of species and habitats in the area. 
  
As you know, mountain caribou are a threatened species, and the Province of British Columbia is 
taking steps to assist in the recovery of at-risk herds. Caribou recovery is a complex process that 
requires a collaborative and multifaceted approach. As such, the Province has committed $27 million 
over the next three years to improve current approaches to achieve maximum effectiveness in our 
caribou recovery efforts. A provincial-scale plan for caribou that will inform and guide future efforts to 
recover caribou is currently under development and will consider the need for additional parks and 
protected areas. 
  
As our government works to achieve its goals for adopting a modernized land use planning process, 
protecting the environment, advancing reconciliation and creating new and sustainable jobs for 
British Columbians, you can be assured that we will keep the proposal for a Selkirk Mountain Caribou 
Park under consideration. 
  
Thank you again for taking the time to write. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
George Heyman 
Minister  

mailto:ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca
mailto:aburger@uvic.ca
mailto:aburger@uvic.ca
mailto:aburger@uvic.ca
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Bearss, Tom     President Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com 
Den Dikken, Anita    Vice President / BC Nature representative  
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer / Membership / DNS Facebook Master  
Elizabeth Perrin    Secretary  
Syd Barber     Director at Large  
Audrey Coutts Director at Large / Newsletter Editor 

makemusichappen@gmail.com 
 

DNS Support Volunteers  
 
Borrie, Ken     Web Manager  
Carr, Terry      Display Coordinator  
Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Archivist/Speaker Posters  
Melville-Roberts, Jennifer   Social Committee  
Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support  
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 
Stewart, Alan     Audio Visual Support  
Joanne Van Snellenberg  Membership Co-ordinator 
Whitlam, Valerie     Social Committee  
Williamson, Joanne    Lead - Social Committee  
Delta Nats’ website:    https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
Wildlife Rescue     604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)   604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report        1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE  604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  
 
INTERESTING LINKS  

 
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:   http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:   http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 
Boundary Bay Park Association 

https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar 

Bird Studies Canada 
BC Breeding Bird Atlas  

mailto:Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com
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mailto:Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
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Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
BUY TICKETS 

February 14 – March 29, 2020 

Experience the wonders of nature through the lenses of award-winning 
photographers from around the world. Now in its 55th year, the Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year competition showcases a global selection of outstanding 
nature photography. Each photo is presented in a huge backlit display with a caption 
exploring the image’s compelling story.  

Travelling from London’s Natural History Museum, this exhibition takes viewers on a 
visual journey around the world, bringing the talent and vision of each photographer 
closer to all who visit. The images evoke a wide range of emotions but are always 
visually stunning and thought-provoking. A family favourite. 

675 Belleville Street, 
Victoria, BC V8W 9W2 
1-250-356-7226 

1-888-447-7977 
reception@royalbcmuseum.bc.ca 

https://sales.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Expresscheckout.aspx
tel:12503567226
tel:18884477977
mailto:reception@royalbcmuseum.bc.ca

