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President        December 2019 

604-940-9296    

Next Meeting: Tuesday, Dec 3rd.   

Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street, Tsawwassen. 

A short business meeting at 7:30, a break for tea and coffee, followed by our speaker.  
 

 

 
Livingstone’s Turaco 



   

 
As many of you know, at the December meeting we celebrate the season with a 

sociable gathering.  This is a shout out to bakers to please try their recipes out on us! 
 

If you feel so inclined, just show up with a contribution.         

We will have a cheese tray and something to toast the season. 
The wearing of ugly Christmas sweaters is optional. 

 
Speakers: David Hoar & Noreen Rudd 

 
 

David Hoar is a retired Molecular Geneticist 
who served on the faculty of University of 
Toronto, University of Calgary and University of 
British Columbia during his working career as a 
research scientist, teacher and consultant.  
Research interests were in DNA genetic 
diagnosis, forensic DNA identification and most 
recently as a consultant in tissue matching for 
the B.C. Transplant Program. 
 
Noreen Rudd is a retired Physician 
(Pediatrician) research scientist and Medical 
Geneticist who served on the faculty of 
University of Toronto and University of Calgary 
before retiring in 1991. She was instrumental 
in developing prenatal testing in Canada and is 
a founding member of the Canadian College of 
Medical Geneticists. 

David and Noreen spent 26 summers exploring 
the B.C. and Alaska Coasts on their power 
vessel until “swallowing the anchor” in 2017 
and focusing on travels abroad.  In the winters 
they prefer warmer destinations, and in 2019 
they spent 7 weeks in South Africa, Tanzania 
and Kenya.  
 
They have travelled to the extremes of the 
Arctic and the Antarctic, as well as in SE Asia 
and South and Central America.  While on such 
adventures their focus is on the wildlife and 
particularly the birds.  
 
At home in Tsawwassen, David and Noreen are 
active members of the Delta Naturalists Casual 
Birding Group. 

    
 

 

Southern Red Bishop 

 

 

Vervet Monkey 



  

 

Noreen Rudd and David Hoar 
 

 
Giraffe    Hoar/Rudd 



 

 

 
 

Friendly Fellow
White-fronted Bee-Eater  

 

 

Red-billed Oxpecker on Giraffe    Hoar/Rudd 



SPEAKERS 

 
Dec 3:  David Hoar and Noreen Rudd – Birding Adventures in South Africa 
Jan 7:  Jocelyn Demers – ‘The Future of Birds’ – Documentary 
   (The future of birds is inextricably linked to proposed Roberts Bank Port II) 

Feb 4:  Martin Gregus – Snowy Owls 
 
 

 
Purple-crested Turaco   Hoar/Rudd 

 
 

 
 

Five Friendly Fellows 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING WALK 
A ‘BIRDS ON THE BAY’ EVENT 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Boundary Bay Regional Park  9:00am - noon 

 

Join Tom Bearss and his informal birdwatchers for a 2 1/2 hour amble 

Enjoy the abundance of resident and wintering species, including  

shorebirds, waterfowl, raptors, and smaller birds.  

Bring binoculars if you have them. 
 

The outing will end with beverage and snack at historic Cammidge House. 

Meet: Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional Park, Delta 

Info: 604 940 9296 or tom.bearss@dccnet.com 

Hosts: Delta Nature:  No charge for events; voluntary donation for snacks 

 

  

 

mailto:tom.bearss@dccnet.com


 

https://www.delta-optimist.com/ 

VIDEO: They’re building boxes to enhance bird 
habitat 

Delta Optimist 

NOVEMBER 19, 2019 12:05 PM 

 
A screen grab of a video showing Jim Kneesch, Mike Bayliss, Roger Kenny and Jack MacDonald from the 

Cascade Bird Box Team constructing outdoor boxes destined for farms in South Delta, Surrey and Abbotsford. 

Photograph by VIDEO SCREENGRAB COURTESY DELTA NATURALISTS SOCIETY/FACEBOOK 

 

https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/videos/2618942451506878/ 

 

This video, posted last week to the Delta Naturalists Society Facebook page, shows the CBBT 

assembling their latest batch in a local workshop. Barn Owls feed on rodents like the Townsend 

vole, which in turn feeds on commercial crops like blueberries, so improving owl habitat can 

help farmers control the rodent population without resorting to poisons. 

CBBT owl boxes have been placed in farms, parks, residential areas, and golf courses 

throughout the Lower Mainland. CBBT is an offshoot of the Delta Naturalists Society, and you 

can find more information at dncb.wordpress.com. 

 

https://www.delta-optimist.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/videos/2618942451506878/
http://dncb.wordpress.com/


 

WANTED ASAP – A DNS Membership Coordinator 

 

DNS is looking for a volunteer to take on the club membership duties.   

The volunteer may be a director and join our executive team or may just be a member; it is up 

to you.  

Up until now, Jim Kneesch has been handling this position as well as being the DNS treasurer.  

To make things easier for future membership co-ordinators, Jim crafted various letters to be 

sent via email to welcome new members, to encourage prospective individuals to join DNS, 

(such as those who attend occasional meetings), and to encourage members to pay their 

annual dues. Generally, most people pay in September, but reminders are useful when 

October and November roll around. 

Upon annual renewals, members sign the waivers as requested by BC Nature.  

Current and new members are maintained in a BC Nature database for insurance and billing 

purposes. 

The current membership contact lists are posted on the members only section of our website 

as DNSFirst49 email group. 

Membership cards are available for those who would like to have one.  

 

Those who are interested in supporting us with this position, please talk with Jim. He is at 

most meetings, and can be contacted at jkneesch@telus.net 

 

 

Photos by Hoar/Rudd 

 

  

Woodland Kingfisher 

 

Lesser Striped Swallow  

mailto:jkneesch@telus.net


 



DELTA NATS BIRDING OUTINGS 

 

These are preliminary – please check https://dncb.wordpress.com/2019_dncb_outings/ for updates. 

Meeting times & places are posted on the DNCB Home Page 
 

Tues Dec 3  Terra Nova, Richmond. Leave Petra's at 730. Meet at 8am at the parking lot at the 
west 

end of River Rd (west of No. 1 Rd). 
 
WED Dec 11 Birds on the Bay. Centennial Beach. Meet at Cammidge House at 9am 
 
Tues Dec 17 CHANGED to Surrey Lake and ? to be decided later. Leave Petra's at 730 
 
Sat Dec 21  Ladner Christmas Bird Count. Meet at Petra's at 7:45 
 
Dec 24 and Dec 31 No outings 
 
Tues Jan 7  White Rock & Blackie Spit. Leave Petra's at 730. 

 

 
Purple finch          T. Carr 

 
 

 
American goldfinch        T. Carr 

 

 
 Cormorants across the water    Jack MacDonald  

https://dncb.wordpress.com/2019_dncb_outings/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/


Vancouver has Two Distinct Bald Eagle Populations: 

November tells the tale

Southern British Columbia, particularly our 

lower Fraser River Valley, has two very distinct 

populations of bald eagles.  First, we have our 

very successful breeders who have 19 nests in 

the City of Vancouver, more than 80 nests in 

the City of Delta, 43 in Surrey , and I have 

identified over 480 nesting territories in the 

valley but expect there are well over 550 pairs 

nesting between Vancouver and Hope. For 

those of you living along the shoreline hosting 

a few big trees, visiting a city park or golf 

course with their wonderful cottonwoods and 

remnant conifers, or who drive the suburban 

farmland in Greater Vancouver and stare in 

amazement at eagle nests surrounded by 

houses and industry, you have seen our great 

natural treasure -- remember this is all part of 

what makes Super Natural British Columbia – 

SUPER.  

This local nesting phenomena is a wonderful 

increase from only 3 nesting pairs in the early 

1960’s (my thesis years) when the local eagles 

had been defined as ‘vermin’ and regularly shot 

– particularly by Americans who got $2.00 for 

each pair of eagle legs. Eagles only became 

icons of good when Rachael Carson led the 

world in an educational campaign against 

pesticides and changed our attitude towards 

predators all at the same time. It took the 

eagles 20 years to believe we could be trusted 

neighbors. 

Then we have the most observable population 

of eagles, our winter migrants: sometimes 

10,000 can be seen on the Harrison River and 

after those salmon carcasses get washed away 

you can see them along Boundary Bay and at 

the Landfill or distributed throughout the Valley 

scrounging road kills and farm offal. Our 

Annual Fraser River Bald Eagle Festival on the  

Harrison is most people’s introduction to the 

world’s largest gathering of eagles.  

These northern migrants start to arrive here 

just after our breeders return from their 

northern migration, but these northern 

residents are simply here because their 

northern breeding territories across northern 

BC, Alberta, Alaska and the taiga of northern 

Canada freezes up all winter totally depriving 

them of food. These northern eagles are 

basically scavengers, totally dependent upon 

our ice-free rivers to deliver them spawning 

salmon carcasses from November thru 

February. They do almost no hunting -- this is 

their season to be lazy. Their northern rivers 

spawn their salmon as early as June and thru 

August but by November their rivers freeze up, 

coving up with ice any remaining carcasses. 

They depend upon our ice-free rivers and more 

recently on garbage dumps. 

They forage our ice-free rivers until the 

carcasses are eaten out or washed out by 

heavy rains. Usually, by February through 

March these migrants start their northern 

return along the coastal flyway largely 

dependent upon the spawning herring but 

never missing a village garbage dump. Others 

fly up the Fraser River flyway timing their trip 

to the calving period of our huge interior cattle 

industry delivering up afterbirth and an 

occasional stillborn calf.  By April we just have 

our breeders and a few sub-adults 

But you ask:  How do our breeders accomplish 

a northern migration and return in only two 

months?  Good question.  First, we know that 

some of our southern breeders go as far as the 

Alaskan SE coast and as far eastward as Great 

Slave Lake - because eagles carrying satellite 

trackers showed the way.   



Others may migrate fewer miles but to find the 

early northern spawning salmon you must go 

north to about Bella Coola.  But then you ask 

how do they fly that far -- perhaps three to five 

thousand km return? 

Interestingly eagles are not great flyers. They 

are lightweights preferring to soar and glide 

downhill. But that is why they have huge 

nearly 2 m long broad wings. As most local 

residents know we have a fairly steady air 

mass moving eastward in from the Pacific. That 

air mass hits a mountain chain, almost 

unbroken from California to Alaska, that forces 

the air up nearly two km.  That rising air 

literally lifts the eagles up and they simply 

circle, gain more height, and then glide 

downhill. Eagles regularly go to 2km high and 

one eagle, not here thank you, hit an aircraft 

at over 8 km up.  And this elevator works in 

both directions. Our breeders and offspring get 

a free downhill glide north to the early salmon 

runs at the end of their breeding season in July 

and then again back south to our ice-free 

rivers in fall. Our recent tracking’s show they 

readily cover 200 km a day, so it is a wonderful 

downhill week to Alaska and another back.   

Director, Hancock Wildlife Foundation (www.hancockwidlife.org for live-tracking eagles)  

The world's largest gathering of eagles, sometimes over 10,000 at a time, are visible on the Harrison 

- Chehalis River Flats. It all depends on how cold northern BC gets.  In any case we usually get about 

3000 minimum for the Festival - maybe more. 

The Annual Fraser River Bald Eagle Festival is in mid November.  Watch for it next year! 

 

 
       Photograph from David Hancock  

http://www.hancockwidlife.org/


Donnie R. Dann 

CONSERVATION ALERT 
November 2019, Volume 23 Number 6 

Three Billion Birds 

 

 
 
No doubt you’ve seen the headlines, first published in the respected journal “Science”, that since 
1970, bird populations in the United States and Canada have plummeted by 29 percent. That’s 
3 billion birds lost. 
  
These are not only the species that have become threatened or endangered. The article attributes 
90% of the loss to our common species, including sparrows, warblers, blackbirds, and finches. Note 
above photo (source: Cornell Lab of Ornithology) of a Painted Bunting, populations of which were 
estimated by the Breeding Bird Survey to have declined by 62% between 1966 and 1995, (but 
stabilized more recently). Some groups like grassland birds have already lost 53% of their numbers, 
and 34% of shorebird populations are gone. 
  
Unless action is taken, loss of entire populations is not out of the question. Remember that in the 
early 19th century the most abundant bird in the world was the passenger pigeon, yet in the space of 
about 100 years it was extinct. 
  
Among the many causes are habitat loss, feral and free roaming cats, window collisions, toxic 
pesticides and especially climate change. The Chicago Tribune’s front page recently included 
an article “Lake levels are part of climate threat to birds”. 
  
Yet it’s not totally bleak as some species, including waterfowl and raptors, are on the increase. 
Dedicated efforts, like the North American Wetlands Conservation Act and the Endangered Species 
Act have worked! The study’s authors suggest similar conservation efforts for additional species 
which could avert the potential collapse of North American birdlife. The American Bird Conservancy 
(www.abcbirds.org) offers 7 simple actions to stem this decline, with details here. 
  

1. Quick, affordable ways to keep birds from hitting your windows. 
2. Keep your cat indoors. 
3. Plant natives, have less lawn. 
4. Avoid pesticides.  
5. Drink coffee that’s good for birds. (Ed. Shade grown coffee) 
6. Reduce your use of plastics. 
7. Watch birds, share what you see. 

 
Major conservation steps are achieved in the political realm through legislation, administrative rules, 
and a recognition by our elected leaders of the problem’s severity, not just for the benefit of birds but 
crucially for humans. Insect control, seed dispersal and pollination are just some of what birds do for 
us. Let’s do what we can for them. Write, phone, or best, meet your legislators face to face, urging 
them to support the pending bills that protect and enhance wild bird populations. 

This Newsletter may be excerpted, reproduced or circulated without limitation.  

https://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencemag.org%2Fnews%2F2019%2F09%2Fthree-billion-north-american-birds-have-vanished-1970-surveys-show&i=1&d=y2dm5N5VRkOPC-_EpbGNTQ&e=dianereesor%40gmail.com&a=Yn_h4okcRI2SCnjQvMTQ4w&s=Ypo-SHCNxzs
https://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdigitaledition.chicagotribune.com%2Fhtml5%2Fdesktop%2Fproduction%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fedid%3Dc8f2631f-86d1-43bf-8ead-f6076faa45a0&i=2&d=y2dm5N5VRkOPC-_EpbGNTQ&e=dianereesor%40gmail.com&a=Yn_h4okcRI2SCnjQvMTQ4w&s=s8_am7k53ro
https://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.abcbirds.org%2F&i=3&d=y2dm5N5VRkOPC-_EpbGNTQ&e=dianereesor%40gmail.com&a=Yn_h4okcRI2SCnjQvMTQ4w&s=LZoOPV7OWy8
https://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.3billionbirds.org%2F7-simple-actions&i=4&d=y2dm5N5VRkOPC-_EpbGNTQ&e=dianereesor%40gmail.com&a=Yn_h4okcRI2SCnjQvMTQ4w&s=NgdmSnIoHpM
https://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=https%3A%2F%2Fabcbirds.org%2Fprogram%2Fglass-collisions%2F&i=5&d=y2dm5N5VRkOPC-_EpbGNTQ&e=dianereesor%40gmail.com&a=Yn_h4okcRI2SCnjQvMTQ4w&s=a-TkM5M6YKE
https://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=https%3A%2F%2Fabcbirds.org%2Fthreat%2Fcats-and-other-invasives%2F&i=6&d=y2dm5N5VRkOPC-_EpbGNTQ&e=dianereesor%40gmail.com&a=Yn_h4okcRI2SCnjQvMTQ4w&s=4PC4u3VFBEA


SILVERFISH 

 

How many of you walk into your bathrooms at 

night and see tiny greyish or white fish-like 

creatures sprinting away quickly into crevasses 

where walls meet floors?   

These tiny creatures are a type of insect which 

is common in areas such as bathrooms which 

have some damp surfaces.  They are also 

common at times in kitchens, in basements, in 

attics, and in books in libraries.   They feed 

upon starches and sugars, dandruff, hair, 

carpet, the glue in wallpaper, books, and can 

live for a year without eating.  However, they 

do need moisture in order to survive. 

They are .5 inches to one inch in length, have 

two long antennae, are wingless, and have 

compound eyes.  They are extremely agile and 

fast on horizontal surfaces but cannot move 

quickly on vertical surfaces. 

They have an interesting life cycle.  Believe it 

or not, they can live from two to eight years 

(not in my bathroom; I am fast enough to kill 

these little critters).  A female can lay up to 

100 eggs in her lifetime. 

They have a fascinating sex-courtship pattern, 

in three phases.  In the first phase, male and 

female face each other and touch their 

antennae (this must be while I am asleep in 

my bed and not there to observe them).  

Apparently, this phase can last up to a half 

hour.  In the second phase, the male runs 

away, and the female chases him (such drama 

- who would have thought?).  Phase 3 - she 

catches him; he deposits his sperm (which are 

in a spermatophore) and she scoops them into 

her ovipositor where they fertilize her eggs.  

Subsequently she lays the eggs which she then 

hides.  The eggs take between two weeks and 

two months to hatch.  This explains why I 

sometimes see very tiny silverfish streaking 

around my bathroom floor.  But not for very 

long.   

Despite learning these interesting facts about 

these creatures, I still do not want them in my 

bathroom, and do my best to eradicate them.  

It helps that I have excellent close-up vision.  

However, please do not expect me to help you 

in your quest for a silverfish free home. 

Happy fishing! 

Anita den Dikken 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Fun Facts: Because of their appearance, people may assume that a silverfish is harmful. Here's 
the good news: Silverfish are not known to bite and there's no scientific evidence to suggest 
silverfish are poisonous. ... Now for the bad news: Silverfish aren't harmful to people, but they 
can damage your belongings.  



 

 
Barred Owl in a backyard in Richmond 

Photo by Mandy Lichtman 
 



 
African Elephant   Hoar/Rudd photograph 

 

 

We who have taught, or love children who have been taught, know this is funny! 

From the diary of a Pre-School Teacher 

 

My five-year old students are learning to read. 

Yesterday one of them pointed at a picture in a zoo book and said, "Look at this! 

It's a frickin' elephant!" 

I took a deep breath, then asked..."What did you call it?" 

"It's a frickin' elephant! It says so on the picture!" 

And so, it does...  

 

(scroll on down)  



 
A f r i c a n Elephant           H/R photo 

 

Hooked on phonics! Ain't it wonderful? 

 

Live Well, Love Much, Laugh Often 

 

 
 

 
 

Lilac-Breasted Roller  Hoar/Rudd 



NATURE VANCOUVER 

 

We are a Vancouver, BC-based nature organization with a focus on education and outdoor activities. 

We offer a variety of activities including an EVENING SPEAKER SERIES from September to April, 
WORKSHOPS, walks and hikes throughout the year, backpacking and camping TRIPS, an annual 
SUMMER CAMP, and more. 

We have individual Sections that provide a greater focus in specific areas of nature including BIRDING, 
BOTANY, CONSERVATION, GEOLOGY,  MARINE BIOLOGY and PHOTOGRAPHY. 

 

CATEGORIES 

• BC Nature 
• Birding 
• Botany 
• Centennial Events 
• Conservation Topics 

• Ecology 
• Field Trip Reports 
• Geology 
• Hiking 
• Marine Biology 
• Nature Walk 
• Photo Competition 
• Social Events 

• Summer Camps 

• Uncategorized 

 

 

 

Birders' Nights 

Evening programs of the Birding Section start with introductions and items of general interest. The 

main presentation begins after a short break for light refreshments. 

These programs are open to the public and members are encouraged to invite their friends. For more 

information and suggestions for future programs please contact the Program Coordinator JUDE 

GRASS.  

WHEN: First Thursday of each month from September to May at 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Parish Hall of St. Mary’s Anglican Church (Kerrisdale) (2490 West 37th Avenue (at Larch 

Street), Vancouver. 

December 05 – BIRDS OF THE WESTERN CAPE, South Africa by Tom Plath. For details please 

click HERE 

 

Whether you are just discovering the natural beauty of Vancouver and BC or are an experienced 
naturalist, we know you will enjoy the atmosphere and camaraderie of Nature Vancouver. 

 

 

http://www.naturevancouver.ca/evening-programs/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/workshops/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/field-trips/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/summer-camps/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/birding/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/botany/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/conservation/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/geology/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/marine-biology/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/photography/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/bc-nature/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/birding/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/botany/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/centennial-events/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/conservation-topics/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/ecology/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/field-trip-reports/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/geology/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/hiking/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/marine-biology/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/nature-walk/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/photocompetition/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/social-events/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/summer-camps/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/uncategorized/
mailto:judegrass@shaw.ca
mailto:judegrass@shaw.ca
https://naturevancouver.ca/events/birds-of-the-western-cape-south-africa/


CALLING ALL BIRD LOVERS 

SURREY, WHITE ROCK & LANGLEY 

We are looking for people to help with the Annual Christmas Bird Count on Saturday 

December 28th, 2019! This is always an exciting “fun search” day for any bird lovers!  

Come help gather data for use in tracking climate change while learning more about birds 

and how to identify them.  

The day ends with a light evening meal and a review of the results. 

Details from: Gareth Pugh gareth@intergate.ca 604 576 6831 or 604 649 1027 

 

The LADNER Christmas Bird Count will be Saturday Dec 21. It also includes 

Tsawwassen, Point Roberts and South Richmond. 

 
Those of us covering Tsawwassen will meet at Petra's Cafe on 12th Ave between 730 and 8 am. You 
do not need to be an expert birder. Spotters and recorders are needed too. 
 
Please reply to me if you plan to join us. 
Terry Carr 
terrancecarr@gmail.com 
604 644 6240 
 
Other groups will be doing other parts of the Ladner count area. I can put you in touch with those 
area coordinators if you prefer. 
 
Another way to participate is to stay home and count the birds that come to your feeders or in 
your yard. Please email or phone Jude Grass to report your sightings. 
judegrass@shaw.ca 
604 219 2043 
 
Other Lower Mainland Counts are 
 

Saturday Dec 14 Vancouver 
Contact: Colin Clasen 
colin@naturevancouver.ca 
 

Saturday Dec 28 Surrey, White Rock, Langley 
Contact: Gareth Pugh 
gareth@intergate.ca 604 576 6831 or 604 649 1027  

mailto:terrancecarr@gmail.com
mailto:judegrass@shaw.ca
mailto:colin@naturevancouver.ca
mailto:gareth@intergate.ca


 

Dideric Cuckoo 

 

Cape Rock-thrush           Hoar/Rudd  



 https://www.bbc.com/ 

Migrating Russian eagles run up huge data 
roaming charges 

• 25 October 2019 
  

  

• 
Share  

 
         Getty Images 

 

Russian scientists tracking migrating eagles ran out of money after some of 
the birds flew to Iran and Pakistan and their SMS transmitters drew huge 
data roaming charges. 

After learning of the team's dilemma, Russian mobile phone operator Megafon offered to cancel the 
debt and put the project on a special, cheaper tariff. 

The team had started crowdfunding on social media to pay off the bills. 

The birds left from southern Russia and Kazakhstan. 

The journey of one steppe eagle, called Min, was particularly expensive, as it flew to Iran from 
Kazakhstan. 

Min accumulated SMS messages to send during the summer in Kazakhstan, but it was out of range of 
the mobile network. Unexpectedly the eagle flew straight to Iran, where it sent the huge backlog of 
messages. 

The price per SMS in Kazakhstan was about 15 roubles (18p; 30 US cents), but each SMS from Iran 
cost 49 roubles. Min used up the entire tracking budget meant for all the eagles. 

https://www.bbc.com/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-50180781#share-tools


The Russian researchers are volunteers at the Wild Animal Rehabilitation Centre in 
Novosibirsk. Their crowdfunding appeal, which has paid off more than 100,000 roubles (£1,223), 
was called "Top up the eagle's mobile". 

 

 
 

 
African Wattled Lapwing      H/R 

https://www.instagram.com/birds_nsk/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/birds_nsk/?hl=en


DNS Executive  

Bearss, Tom     President Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com 
Den Dikken, Anita    Vice President / BC Nature representative  
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer / Membership / DNS Facebook Master  
Elizabeth Perrin    Secretary  
Syd Barber     Director at Large  
Audrey Coutts Director at Large / Newsletter Editor 

makemusichappen@gmail.com 
 

DNS Support Volunteers  
 
Borrie, Ken     Web Manager  
Carr, Terry      Display Coordinator  
Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Archivist/Speaker Posters  
Melville-Roberts, Jennifer   Social Committee  
Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support  
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 
Stewart, Alan     Audio Visual Support  
Whitlam, Valerie     Social Committee  
Williamson, Joanne    Lead - Social Committee  
Delta Nats’ website:    https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
Wildlife Rescue     604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)   604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report        1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE  604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  
 
INTERESTING LINKS  

 
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:   http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:   http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 
Boundary Bay Park Association 

https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar 

Birds on the Bay event poster, page 6, is by Rochelle Farquhar  

mailto:Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com
mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
mailto:Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar


THE LAST PAGES 

RED-WINGED BLACKBIRDS 

 

Female Red-winged Blackbird. They are considered 
the most commonly mis-identified bird because they 
are so different from the males.  
 

 

A juvenile male starting to show his red wings 
but still retaining the appearance of the female 
as many immature birds do. 
 

All the males grow new plumage in late 
summer, with rusty fringes to the feathers that 
makes them look quite different. Over the 
winter the fringes wear off revealing the shiny 
black birds. The females, of course, look 
basically the same all year. 
 
 Credits: Brian Avent 

 
The males are usually turned black by the 
following spring, but you do see birds in late 
winter that are not fully changed.  Along the 
way they look like little shiny black males.   
 
Here are a couple of males in early fall 
images.   

 

 

 



 

 

 


