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President        November 2019 

604-940-9296    

Next Meeting: Tuesday, Nov 5th    

Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street, Tsawwassen. 

A short business meeting at 7:30, a break for tea and coffee, followed by our speaker.  
 

 

 

 

Speaker: Dr. W. Sean Boyd 

Climate Change and the effect it 

has on Wetlands and Salmon 

Research Scientist, Wildlife Research 
Division, Science and Technology 
Branch, Environment Canada & 
Climate Change Canada 
 
Adjunct professor at Simon Fraser 
University 
 
Primary research interests: marsh 
ecology on Fraser River delta; 
migration ecology of Arctic geese, 
sea ducks and grebes 
 
PhD: Simon Fraser University, B.C.; 
Wrangel Island Snow Geese: 
population dynamics and interactions 
with bulrush marshes on the Fraser 
River Delta 
 
Photos courtesy of Sean Boyd 



 

 



SPEAKERS 

 
Nov 5:  Sean Boyd, Canadian Wildlife Service – Climate Change and Wetlands 
Dec 3:  David Hoar and Noreen Rudd – Birding Adventures in South Africa  

NOTICES 

The Annual General Meeting will be held on November 5th. 

**** Do you have an interest in the directions, activities, and 
operations of the Delta Naturalists’ Society? 

 

If you are still mulling over whether to 
join the Board of Directors, it is not too 
late. Consider the following: 

Can you commit to one meeting a 
month to discuss these issues? 
 

 

 
In the best functioning clubs such as 
ours, Board members fully understand 
the aims of the Society, operate in a 
calm and professional way, and enjoy 
each others’ company. 
 
Being on the Board of Directors 
promises to be a rewarding activity! 

 
Many members volunteer in numerous ways, all very much 

appreciated. Can you help, too? 
 

Reminder: DNS Annual Membership dues for 2019/20 were due on Sept. 1. Please 

renew if you have not already done so. 

 

 

 



City of Delta Notice:  

 
12th Avenue Pump Station Replacement 

 
Boundary Bay Regional Park & Parking Lot Impacts 

 

The 12 Avenue Pump Station Replacement Project began on September 16, 2019. The 
parking lot located at 12 Ave and Boundary Bay Rd and a portion of dyke will be closed 
during construction due to safety concerns; however, pedestrian and cyclist access will 
remain open. The parking lot will be used by the contractor as a staging area. Please 
be aware of small construction equipment along the dike. 

Roadside parking will be available along 12 Avenue  
 
The anticipated completion date is fall, 2020. 
 
http://www.delta.ca/your-government/delta%27s-projects/12-avenue-pump-station-replacement-project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos courtesy of Sean Boyd

http://www.delta.ca/your-government/delta%27s-projects/12-avenue-pump-station-replacement-project


 

     Poster by Geof Hacker 



DELTA NATS BIRDING OUTINGS 

 

These are preliminary – please check https://dncb.wordpress.com/2019_dncb_outings/ for updates. 

Meeting times & places are posted on the DNCB Home Page 

 

Tue Nov 5 Iona Regional Park 

Tue Nov 12 Boundary Bay at 104th St. 

Tue Nov 19 Stanley Park 

Tue Nov 26 Blaine & Semiahmoo Spit 

Tue Dec 3 Terra Nova 

Wed Dec 11 Birds on the Bay outing: 

Boundary Bay Regional Park 

Tue Dec 17 Burnaby Mountain 

Sat Dec 21 Ladner Christmas Bird Count 

Tue Dec 24 Cancelled.       

  

 

  Long billed Dowitchers & Dunlin       T. Carr 

 

 

        Gadwall      Brian Avent 

 

    Wood Duck  Terrance Carr 

 

 

Northern Pintail     Brian Avent 

https://dncb.wordpress.com/2019_dncb_outings/
https://dncb.wordpress.com/


Wildlife Photographer of the Year winning 

images for 2019 and where to see them 

Emily Chung · CBC News · Posted: Oct 16, 2019 2:58 PM ET | Last Updated: October 16 

 

The Moment by Yongqing Bao of China is the winner of the 2019 Wildlife Photographer of the Year 

competition. The photo features a deadly encounter between a Tibetan marmot and a Tibetan fox. (Yongqing 

Bao/Wildlife Photographer of the Year) 

 

 

Night Glow by 14-year-old Cruz Erdmanntook of New Zealand won the Young Wildlife Photographer of the 

Year award. (Cruz Erdmanntook/Wildlife Photographer of the Year)  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/emily-chung-1.3488054


Highly commended Canadians 

The contest also recognized the top photo in 17 other categories. The Top 100 photos of 48,000 
entries, including three taken by Canadian photographers, will be part of an exhibition that opens 
Friday in London, and heads to Canada later this fall. It will be at: 

• The Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto from Nov. 23 to March 29, 2020. 
• The Royal B.C. Museum in Victoria from Feb. 14 to March 29, 2020. 

 

 

 

The three Canadian photos awarded "highly commended" status were: 

• The Challenge, a photo of a polar bear scaling a black scree slope on Baffin Island, captured 
by B.C. photographer Françoise Gervais and entered in the Animals In Their 
Environment category. 

• The Wall of Shame, by Jo-Anne McArthur of Toronto. It features the snake skins and signed, 
bloody handprints of participants who have skinned snakes at the annual rattlesnake roundup 
in Sweetwater Texas. It was entered in the Wildlife Photojournalism category. 

• Lucky Break, by Saskatchewan photographer Jason Bantle in the Urban Wildlife category. It's 
the photo of a raccoon poking her head out of an abandoned 1970s Ford Pinto where 
she is raising her five kits.  

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-monday-edition-1.5276257/the-story-behind-this-photo-of-a-raccoon-peeking-out-of-an-abandoned-70s-ford-pinto-1.5276259
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-monday-edition-1.5276257/the-story-behind-this-photo-of-a-raccoon-peeking-out-of-an-abandoned-70s-ford-pinto-1.5276259


 

 

Lucky Break by Jason Bantle features a raccoon poking her head out of an abandoned 1970s Ford Pinto on a 

deserted farm in Saskatchewan. (Jason Bantle/Wildlife Photographer of the Year) 

For the entire article see: 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/wildlife-photographer-of-year-2019-1.5323060 

 

 

 

Western Meadowlark – Terrance Carr 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/wildlife-photographer-of-year-2019-1.5323060


NATURE VANCOUVER 

 

We are a Vancouver, BC-based nature organization with a focus on education and outdoor activities. 

We offer a variety of activities including an EVENING SPEAKER SERIES from September to April, 
WORKSHOPS, walks and hikes throughout the year, backpacking and camping TRIPS, an annual 
SUMMER CAMP, and more. 

We have individual Sections that provide a greater focus in specific areas of nature including BIRDING, 
BOTANY, CONSERVATION, GEOLOGY,  MARINE BIOLOGY and PHOTOGRAPHY. 

 

CATEGORIES 

• BC Nature 
• Birding 
• Botany 
• Centennial Events 

• Conservation Topics 
• Ecology 
• Field Trip Reports 
• Geology 
• Hiking 
• Marine Biology 
• Nature Walk 

• Photo Competition 
• Social Events 
• Summer Camps 

• Uncategorized 

 

Whether you are just discovering the natural beauty of Vancouver and BC or are an experienced 
naturalist, we know you will enjoy the atmosphere and camaraderie of Nature Vancouver. 

  

Birders' Nights 

Evening programs of the Birding Section start with introductions and items of general interest. The 

main presentation begins after a short break for light refreshments. 

These programs are open to the public and members are encouraged to invite their friends. For more 

information and suggestions for future programs please contact the Program Coordinator JUDE 

GRASS.  

WHEN: First Thursday of each month from September to May at 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Parish Hall of St. Mary’s Anglican Church (Kerrisdale) (2490 West 37th Avenue (at Larch 

Street), Vancouver. 

November 07 – TURKEY VULTURES, by David Manning. For details please click HERE. 

December 05 – BIRDS OF THE WESTERN CAPE, South Africa by Tom Plath. For details please 

click HERE. 

 

 

http://www.naturevancouver.ca/evening-programs/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/workshops/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/field-trips/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/summer-camps/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/birding/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/botany/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/conservation/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/geology/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/marine-biology/
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/photography/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/bc-nature/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/birding/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/botany/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/centennial-events/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/conservation-topics/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/ecology/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/field-trip-reports/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/geology/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/hiking/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/marine-biology/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/nature-walk/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/photocompetition/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/social-events/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/summer-camps/
https://naturevancouver.ca/category/uncategorized/
mailto:judegrass@shaw.ca
mailto:judegrass@shaw.ca
https://naturevancouver.ca/events/turkey-vultures/
https://naturevancouver.ca/events/birds-of-the-western-cape-south-africa/


LANGLEY FIELD NATURALISTS 

LANGLEY FIELD NATURALISTS FIELD TRIPS SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2019 

Check http://www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org/lfn_website_005.htm for further information 

on these outings.  

 
November 7th, Thursday - Blackie Spit, 
Crescent Beach, Surrey 
Leader: Gareth Pugh 
9:00 am.  Crescent Beach Pier, (across from 
the parking lot by the outdoor swimming pool). 
Join Gareth as he takes us on his volunteer 
bird survey for "Friends of Semiahmoo Bay 
Society" (Birds on the Bay) and he will tell you 
how you can participate in "citizen science” to 
which anyone can contribute. 
Phone 604-576-6831 to let us know to expect 
you. 
 

November 30th, Saturday - Brydon Lagoon 
Leader: Keith Chrystall 
9am at the 53rd Avenue parking lot near 198A 
Street, Langley. 
Phone 604-427-3725 to let us know to expect 
you. 
 
December 11th, Wednesday - Blaine & 
Drayton Harbour 
Leader: Gareth Pugh 
9:00 am at Blaine Marine Park (see web site 
for directions) 
Phone 604-576-6831 to let us know to expect 
you. 

Map to Blaine Harbour 
 

 
 

 Belted kingfisher VanDusen Gardens, Oct 12th  Angela Burnett 

http://www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org/lfn_website_005.htm
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Blaine+Harbor/@48.9947109,-122.7592769,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x6757baa2c029fcaf


Welcome Back the Birds 
Harris Barn, Ladner, Oct 20, 2019 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Photos by Roger Meyer 

 
Photo by James Casey 

 



BBC NEWS 

 
SEA EAGLES REINTRODUCED TO ENGLAND FOR THE FIRST TIME 

SINCE 1780. 
• 22 August 2019 

 
 

 

The birds were checked over by the team and fitted with small satellite trackers prior to being released. 
 

White-tailed eagles have been 
reintroduced on the Isle of Wight, 240 
years after they were last recorded in 
England. 
 
Also known as sea eagles, they are the UK's 
largest bird of prey, with a wingspan of up to 
8ft (2.5m). 
 
Three pairs of the birds were released in a 
secret location on the island on Wednesday 
and Thursday. 
 
The five-year-project will see at least six birds 
released annually but they are not expected to 
breed until 2024. 
 
White-tailed eagles were once widespread 
across the UK, but were wiped out about a 
century ago.  
A similar scheme in Scotland has proved a 
success and there are now more than 130 
breeding pairs. 

 

 

The last known breeding pair in England were 
recorded at Culver Cliff on the Isle of Wight in 
1780. 

The six released birds were collected from the 
wild in Scotland and brought to the Isle of 
Wight, where they have been kept in a pen to 
familiarise themselves to their new 
surroundings. 
 
Natural England granted a licence in 
April to the Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation for 
the reintroduction programme. 
 
While they become established, the birds will 
be closely monitored using satellite tracking 
devices and viewing areas may be set up to 
allow visitors to observe the birds. 
 

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-hampshire-49433490
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-hampshire-49433490
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-47792380
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-47792380


 

 

The six released birds were collected from the 
wild in Scotland and brought to the Isle of 
Wight, where they have been kept in a pen to 
familiarise themselves to their new 
surroundings. 
 
 
 

Natural England granted a licence in 
April to the Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation for 
the reintroduction programme. 
 
While they become established, the birds will 
be closely monitored using satellite tracking 
devices and viewing areas may be set up to 
allow visitors to observe the birds. 

 

 

 

White-tailed eagles feed mainly on fish and water birds 

The Isle of Wight was chosen for its variety of 
potential nesting sites in woods and cliffs, from 
where it is hoped the birds will disperse along 
the south coast. 

Conservationist Roy Dennis said: "Establishing 
a population in the south of England will link  

and support emerging populations in the 
Netherlands, France and Ireland, with the aim 
of restoring the species to the southern half of 
Europe." 

Natural England said there was "no evidence" 
of eagles preying on lambs where they live 
alongside lowland sheep farms in Europe. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-47792380
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-hampshire-47792380


CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 

Jean and I wish to thank the Delta Nats for honouring us with a Lifetime Membership Award. 
 
We have to thank the many Members who have worked so hard to make the Nats a viable and 
important voice within the Delta Community. This enthusiasm creates an atmosphere which 
encourages us all to contribute to the best of our abilities. 
 
The Nats have come a long way since we first joined many years ago and we hope it will continue 
into the future. 
 
Geof and Jean Hacker. 

 

 
Jean, Geof and Tom    Photo by Chris McVittie  



Bird Surveys with Birds Canada 
 

From: Graham Sorenson <gsorenson@birdscanada.org> 
Sent: October 22, 2019 1:08 PM 
To: tom.bearss@dccnet.com 
Subject: Bird Surveys with Birds Canada 
  
Hi Tom and all! 
  
It was great birding with you this morning at 
Reifel! I look forward to seeing all the photos 
that were taken! 
  
I wanted to share a little information on the 
two bird monitoring projects that I am looking 
for surveyors for, and would love to have more 
Delta Nats involved. Email me if you are 
interested in either, or if a group of you are 
interested in surveying together. 
  
The first is a bird count of the Fraser River 
Estuary Important Bird Area on November 
17 (last count was Nov. 2018 – report here). 
We are looking for surveyors particularly 
for Ladner area, Boundary Bay east of 88th St, 
Iona Island, Delta farmland and Deas Island, 
and Surrey farmland. The goal of this count 
will be to obtain an accurate snapshot of total 
numbers of each species present within the 
Fraser River IBA on one day. Important Bird 
Areas are selected based on the presence of 
globally threatened species, significantly high 
concentrations (>1% of global population), or 
significant national populations. You can check 
out the survey area map and respond to 
the 2019 Fraser IBA eBird Count poll if you are 
interested. All data will be collected and 
reported in eBird during the day. 

  
The second is the monthly Coastal Water bird 
Survey. We are looking for surveyors in 
Boundary Bay and in White Rock, and all of the 
available sites can be seen on this map of sites 
in BC. All sites in red are available, and all in 
green are currently surveyed. Once you pick a 
site, I can send you detailed maps of the 
boundaries of the survey area and tell you 
more about the survey. 
The survey runs from September to April for all 
volunteers, though we encourage volunteers to 
survey from May to August if they are able. 
The survey is done on the second Sunday of 
each month, within two hours of the high tide. 
All water birds, as well as raptors and corvids 
using the area, are counted except for birds 
just flying through the area. Birds are counted 
in distance bands – inland (above high tide 
line), near shore (high tide line to 500 m out), 
and offshore (outside 500 m). 
  
We currently have funding to pay surveyors 
$100/survey if you survey monthly at Mud Bay, 
Boundary Bay at 112th St., or the southern 
Richmond coast. Email me if you would like 
more details on these sites. 

  
Thanks! 
Graham 
  
Graham Sorenson, MSc 

British Columbia Projects Coordinator 

Bird Studies Canada / Études d'Oiseaux Canada 
877-349-2473 

 
Join a Citizen Science project: 

BC Programs | National Programs | eBird Canada 
Follow us on Twitter  

mailto:gsorenson@birdscanada.org
mailto:tom.bearss@dccnet.com
https://www.ibacanada.ca/site.jsp?siteID=BC017
https://www.ibacanada.ca/site.jsp?siteID=BC017
https://www.birdscanada.org/library/bccwsnews.pdf
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EhrwmXe8o7eFZZXqt0vmkHDCD2QSY1YK&usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/nidU3NppnLg6sYLZA
https://birdscanada.org/volunteer/bccws/index.jsp?lang=EN
https://birdscanada.org/volunteer/bccws/index.jsp?lang=EN
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bfpX3uUu4Jotwvevk4kqTZ4BS1Rm7pqf&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bfpX3uUu4Jotwvevk4kqTZ4BS1Rm7pqf&usp=sharing
http://www.birdscanada.org/
https://birdscanada.org/volunteer/programmap/index.jsp?lang=EN&targetpg=bcprograms
https://birdscanada.org/volunteer/programmap/index.jsp?lang=EN&targetpg=caprograms
https://ebird.org/canada/home
https://twitter.com/BSC_BC


REPORTS 

 

ALL CANDIDATES' MEETING ON THE ENVIRONMENT OCT. 10TH 

 

An all candidates' meeting on environmental 

issues was sponsored by GREENPac (a non-

partisan organization interested in candidates 

who involve themselves with the environment) 

100 Debates, and the Delta Naturalists Society.  

The meeting was held at the Kin Village 

Community Centre and attracted 170 

participants. 

All five candidates of the five parties running 

here in Delta were contacted and invited to 

attend.  Subsequently they were all sent 

questions beforehand to allow them to 

prepare.  There were four questions of a 

national scope.  These were on climate 

change, wildlife, water, and 

pesticides/herbicides usage in Canada.  

Incidentally these meetings were called "100 

Debates" as the intention was to engage 

environmental discussions in at least 100 

communities within Canada.  Actually, 109 

communities participated.   All candidates at 

these debates nationally were asked the same 

four questions.   

The second part of the meeting was devoted to 

questions pertinent to Delta.   As these issues 

impact this community, and adjacent 

communities, I am attaching these separately.  

For the record, if you don't read that far, the 

questions were on dikes surrounding Delta, 

Burns Bog, the proposed LNG terminal and lack 

of a federal regulatory framework for LNG 

transport, the dwindling wild salmon situation, 

and Roberts Bank 2.   

Candidates from four of the parties attended.  

The Conservative candidate declined to attend, 

citing another engagement, and did not 

provide written responses to the questions 

which I sent to her.   Tony Bennett, one of the 

two Independent candidates, did attend and 

was given the opportunity to state his 

platform. Ingrid Abbott did a great job as the 

moderator.  Matt Brandon, a local lawyer, 

acted as the timekeeper.   

The meeting concluded with several questions 

from the audience.   

In closing, I wish to thank the Delta Nats. 

executive for their agreement to co-sponsor 

this very important forum.   

Anita Den Dikken 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

You have just answered four questions which are being asked of all federal candidates who are 

participating in this national event.  Now I am asking you if you are willing to work across party lines to 

achieve your objectives.  Using one of these questions as an example, please tell me how you would 

proceed if you are willing to work with members of other parties. 

DELTA SPECIFIC QUESTIONS: 

(1) Burns Bog 

Burns Bog is the largest raised peat bog on the west coast of North America.  In 2004 the federal 

government, the provincial government, Metro Vancouver, and Delta joined to buy what is now the 

protected area of Burns Bog.  A legally binding conservation covenant to protect the Bog was signed 

by all four parties.  However, due to political interference, some of the land which should have been 



included in the purchase was left out.  This is currently of concern because proposed development 

approved by the City of Delta on some of this adjacent land is under review by Metro Vancouver to 

decide whether or not to grant approval. 

Bogs are important in their absorption of carbon dioxide and are even more effective than forests in 

doing so.  What happens in one area of the bog impacts the integrity of the bog as a whole.   Further 

development may well have undesirable consequences for the entire protected area of Burns Bog.   

Question: Would you be in favour of the federal government, in concert with other levels of 

government, purchasing privately owned bog properties which are not currently protected by the 

Covenant?   What could you as our MP do, to facilitate this? 

Part 2: Based on UN documents, only 3% of the earth's surface is covered with peatlands.  About 

20% of this is in Canada.  This includes bogs, peatlands, and northern muskeg.  Saving of peatlands 

is an important tool in reducing global warming.  

What could you do as an MP to fight for legislation to protect Canada's disappearing peatlands? 

 (2) Proposed LNG WESPAC Terminal at Tilbury  

A proposed LNG terminal next door to the privately-owned Fortis LNG plant on Tilbury Island in the 

Fraser River is under a harmonized federal provincial environmental assessment process.  The 

proposed terminal is for the export of LNG that would be shipped along the Fraser River to sea.   

The Society of International Gas Tanker and Terminal Operators (SIGTTO) is an organization which 

sets safety standards including those for LNG plants and transport of LNG.  Their siting standards 

include the following: 

• LNG ports must be located where LNG vapors from a spill or release cannot affect civilians 

• LNG ports must be located where they do not interfere with other waterway uses.... 

The proposed LNG terminal is located in a busy part of the Fraser River and within 500 metres of the 

Cineplex entertainment centre and Richmond riverfront condos.   

The liquefaction of natural gas compresses the gas into a volume substantially less than its gaseous 

form.  This means that the LNG is stored under tremendous pressure in tanks.   Should there be a 

leak or rupture to a tank, the results could be disastrous.  For instance, anyone within a 500 meter 

radius would be subject to instant asphyxiation and/or flash freezing.   Beyond 500 metres, the 

results could be vapour dispersion and serious fire hazards.  A vapour cloud could disperse up to a 

distance of 3.5 kilometres.  The affected areas would include the aforementioned Cineplex and 

condominiums AND townhomes in Richmond and Delta, industrial and globally significant areas on 

both sides of the river, and among others the new Casino and the Massey Tunnel.   

These hazards have been determined through research done by Sandia Laboratories for the U.S. 

government.   

Question:   US and international laws and standards have prevented the transport of LNG 

in narrow waterways and close to communities.  Canada has no such standards, and 

consequently, the Tilbury LNG Port threatens public safety and the health of the lower 

Fraser and its estuary.  If elected, will you act to stop the Tilbury LNG port and urge the 

Government of Canada to adopt well established international safety standards and 



laws for the location of LNG ports and transport of LNG?  What resources would you rely 

upon to do so? 

 

(3) Dikes in Delta  

As Delta is surrounded by 67 km. of dikes, it means that sea level rise should be a prime 

consideration for this community.   We need real data and a plan.  The dike protects large portions of 

ALR, the migratory bird flyway, and Burns Bog as well as our homes, Ladner Village, all the new 

developments at TFN, schools, the hospital, the ferries, the Port and the location where many are 

trying to put a new, multi-billion dollar crossing.   

As you may know, in 2016 the province mandated that all dikes along the lower Fraser must be 

raised one metre by 2050 and by two metres by 2100, seismically.   

• A replacement tunnel or bridge at the Massey tunnel location is not economically sound 

without funding to also raise the dike. 

• The fact that large developments such as the Casino and Southlands are being built 1 -2 

metres above the floodplain suggests that no higher dike will be forthcoming.   

• Property owners beside the dike were required by the City of Delta to give up 5.75 metres of 

land for a right of way to potentially raise the dike, threatening to render entire properties 

worthless in some cases.  After two years of opposition, this plan was abandoned.   

• $70 million has been granted for a study of the dikes along Boundary Bay. 

  

QUESTION:  Sea level rise needs to be a prime consideration for our community.  What plans do you 

and your party have to raise the dike - or else to deal with the potential loss of large parts of this 

community? 

.  

(4) SALMON AND THE FRASER: 

Our Fraser River salmon have been a treasured natural resource, providing decent incomes to 

fishermen/women.  The Fraser has been called "the greatest salmon river in the world".  Now with 

dwindling stocks and frequent fishing closures, the Fraser is a shadow of its former glory.  During the 

Harper era, the Cohen enquiry was launched to investigate the matter of our missing salmon.  The 

recommendations of the Cohen Report were never implemented.  

Question: If you are elected as M.P. for Delta, what actions will you recommend to remedy the 

critical salmon situation? 

 

(5) Roberts Bank Terminal 2  

Question: If you are elected as MP for Delta, will you do all in your power and take immediate steps 

to prevent a second container terminal being built on Roberts Bank?  Please elaborate. 

 

We commend Anita Den Dikken for her work on the October 100 Debates All Candidates Meeting.  



PITT MEADOWS FALL GENERAL MEETING - OCT. 3 TO 5, 2019 

Anita Den Dikken 

 

This year's fall general meeting was planned 

and hosted by the Burke Mountain Naturalists.  

This group has its home in the Port Moody, 

Port Coquitlam areas and takes its name from 

Burke Mountain.  The meeting itself was held 

in Pitt Meadows.  For those of you who may 

not know, Pitt Meadows is primarily a rural, 

agricultural area.  It was settled many years 

ago by mostly Anglo-Saxon immigrants and 

after WWII, by Dutch immigrants who 

doubtless felt at home in the flat polder area 

between the Pitt River and the Coastal 

Mountain Range to the north. This area is 

mostly wetland and much of it is diked.  The 

predominantly peaty soil is conducive to the 

extensive blueberry and cranberry crops 

harvested here.  Prominent locally are the 

Golden Ears, twin peaks which dominate the 

landscape.  In more recent years, several golf 

courses have sprung up and it was at one of 

these, the Pitt Meadows Golf and Country Club, 

where our meeting was held.   

Pitt Lake north of Pitt Meadows, which some of 

you may be familiar with, is a large tidal lake.  

It is the second largest lake, after Harrison 

Lake, in the Fraser Valley.  You may also have 

heard the legend of Slumach's Gold - allegedly 

a gold "mine" hidden somewhere in the 

mountains surrounding Pitt Lake.  Prospectors 

and others are still searching for this elusive 

treasure; some of them have lost their lives in 

the treacherous terrain which dominates the 

area.   

But, on to the FGM.  For me, the afternoon of 

the 3rd commenced with a meeting of the BC 

Nature Club Representatives.  As a word of 

explanation, each of the BC Nature clubs has 

designated one person to serve as the link 

between BC Nature and the club for 

administrative and other related matters.  For 

Delta Nats, I am that person.   Our meeting 

was chaired by Kees Visser, current President 

of BC Nature.  We had the usual formalities 

including updates on Roberts Bank, and the 

TMX Pipeline Federal Court decision.  We 

decided that B. C. Nature would write to the 

Minister of Environment and Climate Change 

Canada to outline our concerns with some 

apparent irregularities which have surfaced, 

and which may impact the integrity of the 

federal environmental review process for RBT2.   

Our 2020 AGM will be in Princeton and will be 

hosted by the Vermillion Forks Field 

Naturalists.  Planning is well underway for this 

event and it promises to be of interest to many 

of us.   

Betty Davison introduced us to Daniel, who is 

the new CO-OP student assisting Betty and 

who is also working on Communications.  He 

will be with BC Nature until the end of 

December.   

Anne Murray and Krista Kaptein gave a 

presentation on the IBAs and Diversity 

program.  There are sites in various areas of 

BC, with 60 volunteer caretakers.   

These presentations were followed by a 

strategic planning session chaired by Harry 

Crosby, Vice President of BC Nature.  He laid 

out various topics to get ideas from us.  First 

was demographics.   Most of us who are 

members of the various clubs are seniors.  

How do we attract younger people to join?  

This is indeed one of the questions which Delta 

Nats. in its ongoing planning sessions is 

examining.  One of the conclusions was that 

younger people will help but they are not keen 

to join one of our clubs.  Perhaps we should 

ask them HOW they would like to be engaged.  

Someone mentioned a recruitment brochure 



entitled "What's In It For me?".  Others 

mentioned increased uses of Twitter and 

Instagram as possible recruitment tools.  And, 

of course, Facebook has now been around for 

several years.   

Next up was Conservation.  "Citizen science" is 

emerging as a valuable adjunct to conservation 

efforts by professions such as biologists and 

environmental agencies.  Witness here in Delta 

Nats, various appeals to our members to 

participate in bird counts et. al.   

Other topics included iNaturalist, which is an 

app. that enables people to take pictures of 

something in nature and post it to this site to 

identify the species.  I have observed members 

of Delta Nats. using this app. on their 

smartphones to identify plants. 

This meeting was an ambitious undertaking 

which unfortunately suffered from a lack of 

time to fully address the topics presented. 

Thursday evening saw a very interesting 

presentation on Pinecone Burke Provincial Park 

followed by an informative session on BC's 

bats.   

Friday morning was devoted to presentations 

on three topics: Sandhill Cranes in the Pitt 

Polder, Frogs in the Fraser Valley, and 

iNaturalist on species identification.  I learned 

that amphibians all over the world are dying of 

what is called chytridiomycosis,, a fungus 

which impacts their skin and other organs.  

The afternoon comprised various field trips in 

the Pitt Meadows, Port Coquitlam vicinity. 

On Saturday morning, attendees had a choice 

between participating on various outings or 

attending various presentations which were:  

Impacts of Rat Poisons, Vancouver's Big Trees, 

and the impacts of beavers on ecosystems.  

Tom, Anne Murray and I all chose the Katzie 

Slough canoe paddling trip.  We got off to a 

promising start; everyone managed to get into 

the canoes without anyone falling into the 

slough!  But then - an impenetrable barrier!   

An invasive species called "Parrots' Feathers" 

had grown so thick in the water that it was 

impossible to paddle through.  Back we 

reluctantly went.  All was not lost though as 

the sun broke through and some of us had a 

lovely walk on the dike.  I got to converse with 

two members of the Langley Abbotsford club 

and others got to watch for birds.   

We went back to the Golf Club for a lovely 

buffet lunch.  This was followed by The BC 

Nature Fall General Meeting.  For me, the 

highlight of this meeting was the decision by 

BC Nature to issue a press release in which BC 

Nature expressed its support for the young 

people of the world in their quest to combat 

the climate crisis. 

I did not stay for the Saturday evening 

banquet so cannot report on the presentation 

by the Director of Bird Studies Canada.  I will 

table the FGM agenda at our November 5th 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nest Box Examination at Kings Links Golf Course 
 

On Thursday, October 24, seven Delta Nats 
(Jim K, Chris McV, Mike Bayliss, Jack 
MacDonald, Roger Kenny, Glen Bodie and me) 
along with four Delta NatureKids (including two 
Mom’s and a Grad) examined and cleaned our 
69 Bird Nest Boxes at Kings Links Golf Course 
(KL), including our three Barn Owl (BO) boxes. 
Check out the photo, and video, evidence on 
our Flickr site 
at: https://www.flickr.com/photos/dncbirding/a
lbums/72157711528401486 (Tagged with 
“KingsLinks” and “NestBox”). Also, see Jack 
MacDonald’s report, including his Stinger 
adventure, below. 
  
We met Superintendent Mike Kiener at the KL 
Work Shed at 9:30 am and got a couple of 
carts. We split into three groups to speed up 
the operation. Chris & Jim did the BO boxes, 
and, using Jack’s map of the box locations, 
Glen, Roger & Jack did the south half while 
Mike B, the NatureKids and I did the north side 
of the course. 
  
For two hours, Mike B and I and the Kids had a 
ball opening each box to discover the bird 
species nesting there (Tree Swallow or 
Chickadee) and determining how successful 
was the nesting process. Myra did an awesome 
job recording the data for Jack’s report. Most 
TS nests had lots of scat in the nest as well as 
on the walls and even ceiling of the box, so we 
knew these boxes had young. We found a 

couple boxes with unhatched eggs, and one 
box had two headless adults (not sure what 
caused these). The boxes along the farm field 
(11th &12th holes) were, as in previous years, 
used by Chickadees with their neat and tidy 
moss nests. Beneath one box we found an owl 
pellet. Young Philip wasn’t too keen on 
watching me open the pellet to show him the 
Townsend Vole bones inside (see video with 
the Flickr site photos; Why I wasn’t a school 
teacher.). The Barn Swallow kiosk looks pretty, 
but was not used at all by any birds. 
  
We met Chris and Jim at the 12th hole BO Box. 
They reported success at the other BO Boxes. 
We watched Chris climb the ladder to open the 
box. Before he opened it, two gorgeous adults 
exited and flew off, one mobbed by crows. 
Chris found two cold, unfertile eggs in this 
“Cadillac” of BO boxes, which I’ll give to Terry 
for our Nats Display. Jim repaired the balcony 
before we moved on. 
  
We finished all the boxes around 11:30 am and 
met at the Clubhouse to exchange info for 
Jack. Unfortunately, I had grandparent 
commitments so couldn’t join the boys at lunch 
in the Clubhouse. But you can see from Jack’s 
report that our nest boxes at Kings Links are 
very successful. We didn’t check the newly 
installed Kestrel Box. And most importantly, 
the kids and adults had a fun, interesting and 
educational day at the Course.  

  
Tom Bearss, President, Delta Naturalists Society    
  

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dncbirding/albums/72157711528401486
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dncbirding/albums/72157711528401486


 

 

 

 



DNS Executive  

Bearss, Tom     President Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com 
Vacant     Vice President  
Den Dikken, Anita    BC Nature representative  
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer/Membership / DNS Facebook Master  
Vacant     Director at Large / DNS Facebook Master  
Syd Barber     Director at Large  

 
DNS Support Volunteers  
 
Borrie, Ken     Web Manager  
Carr, Terry      Display Coordinator  
Coutts, Audrey     Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com 
Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Archivist/Speaker Posters  
Melville-Roberts, Jennifer   Social Committee  
Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support  
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com 
Stewart, Alan     Audio Visual Support  
Whitlam, Valerie     Social Committee  
Williamson, Joanne    Lead - Social Committee  
Delta Nats’ website: https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
Wildlife Rescue     604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services   604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)   604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary  604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)  604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report        1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE  604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust  604-940-3392  
 
INTERESTING LINKS  

 
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:   http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:   http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 
Boundary Bay Park Association 

https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar 
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The Snow Geese at Southlands – Nov 1st, 2019, by Chris McVittie

 

 



 

 

 

 


