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Tuesday, June 5th. Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street, Tsawwassen.

Business meeting at 7:30, with our speakers shortly after 8:00. Plenty of parking spaces outside, and
refreshments and friendly people inside!

BIRDLIFE AND THE SLOTH BEARS

of Sri Lanka
Presented by: David and Diane Reesor
Lying off the southern tip of India, the tropical island of Sri Lanka has been colonized by the
Portuguese, Dutch and British before achieving independence in 1948. Devastated by their Civil War
of 25 years and the tsunami in 2004, Sri Lanka is now on the road to recovery.
The most inviting people we have ever met! We were welcomed into their weddings, homes and
workshops.
We were lucky to see 27 of their 34 endemic species, some with photographs and recordings... plus
the sloth bear.

For these photos and more, visit: www.Reesorphotography.com
David & Diane consider themselves very fortunate to have been able to visit many of the world's
most special places. Having traveled the globe for decades, David and Diane are not only experts in
navigating the world, but they have taken astonishing photos along the way, capturing every
beautiful moment.
Whether they are traveling with a small group, or taking solo trips with each other, they always
tend to team up with local guides for each new land they discover. This is key when traveling to
unfamiliar land, and ensures that David and Diane spend enough time to capture the "Essence"
of each new endeavor.
Co-Author Africa Safari Guide and Pilot, Mark Ross, has planned many of their journeys to Kenya,
Tanzania, Botswana, Zimbabwe, and Ethiopia. Ross has also helped them plan their latest trip,
the first-ever flying Safari to Mozambique and Madagascar.
Throughout the years, David and Diane have assembled over 100 slide shows that they
absolutely love showcasing. The Reesors take much joy in showing these pictures to various
community centers, Audubon Societies, and Pre-Schools (only to name a few). You can find the
Reesors putting on slide shows in Arizona and British Columbia, Canada.

COMING EVENTS
Speakers:






June
September
October
November
December

- David & Diane Reesor - Birdlife and the Sloth Bears of Sri Lanka
- TBA
- Peter Candido
- Ron Long - Pink Mountain
- Jenn Burt, MSc.,PhD student - Kelp Beds and Sea Otters

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING OUTINGS
Schedule is tentative. Check for updates: https://dncb.wordpress.com/deltanaturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb
Wed Jun 6
Wed Jun 13

Colony Farm
Birds on the Bay,
Boundary Bay Regional
Park
Wed Jun 20 Pitt Lake
Wed Jun 27 Campbell Valley
Wed Jul 4
Surrey Bend/Tynehead
Wed Jul 11
Saltspring Island
Wed Jul 18
Cypress Mountain
Wed Jul 25
Cheam Wetlands
Wed Aug 1
Burnaby Lake
Wed Aug 8
Iona
Wed Aug 15 Victoria
Wed Aug 22 Maplewood Flats

Wed Aug 29 Boundary Bay at 104th St.
Wed Sep 5
Mt Baker (if poor forecast,
will switch to Blaine)
Wed Sep 12 Birds on the Bay in
Boundary Bay Regional
Park
Wed Sep 19 Iona
Wed Sep 26 White Rock & Blackie Spit
Tue Oct 2
Derby Reach & Brae Isld
Tue Oct 9
Boundary Bay at 104 St.
Tue Oct 16
Jericho
Tue Oct 23
VanDusen Gardens
Tue Oct 30
local

DELTA NATS DISPLAYS 2018

Please contact Terry Carr (terrancecarr@gmail.com) if you can volunteer to be at our
booth for an hour or two.
We especially need volunteers for Aug 19 when we have 2 events.
Sun Jun 17:
Sat Aug 18:
Sun Aug 19:
Sun Aug 19:
Sat Sept 8:

Fathers Day 9:00-12:00 Centennial Beach
Starry Night 7:30-10:00 Deas Island Regional Park
Animal Expo 10:00-3:00 Memorial Park, Ladner
Raptor Fest & Garlic Fest 10:00-3:00 Terra Nova Park, Richmond
Day at the Farm 10:00-4:00 Westham Island Herb Farm

Vancouver Landfill Open House

Thanks to the volunteers who helped out at this popular event! Photos by Terry Carr

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING WALK
A ‘BIRDS ON THE BAY’ EVENT
Wednesday, June 13, 2018
Boundary Bay Regional Park 9:00am - noon
Join Tom Bearss and his informal birdwatchers for a 2 1/2 hour amble
Enjoy the abundance of resident and summer species, including shorebirds, waterfowl,
raptors, and smaller birds.
Bring binoculars if you have them.
Bring your lunch to end the outing together at the park picnic shelter.
Meet: Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional Park, Delta
Info: 604 940 9296 or tom.bearss@dccnet.com
Hosts: Delta Nature: No charge for event.

P

Delta Naturalists Society
Garden Party/Pot Luck Supper
Thursday, June 28, 2018
5:30 to 8:30 pm
Chris McVittie and Marlene Mark's

415 Shannon Way, Tsawwassen
Look for sign-up sheets at Delta Nats meetings and birders outings
or

RSVP with your planned potluck offering and # of people to Jennifer
Melville-Roberts at pamjen@eastlink.ca or call her at 604-948-1542
Things to bring:
 your appy, entree or dessert to share
 BYOB - bring your own beverage (we'll have coffee and tea)
 your own plate, cutlery, glass and mug
 lawn chair(s)
 $10 gift in plain brown bag for the Dutch auction

For more information contact Jennifer Melville-Roberts.

IN HONOUR OF URSULA EASTERBROOK
Ursula Easterbrook was a long-standing member of the Delta Naturalists, and
contributed to the Society in many ways over the years. Here is an opportunity to
honour her commitment to British Columbia nature with a donation that will be
aggregated and donated in her name to the BC Naturalists Foundation. Some
members of the DNS Executive and others have offered to match contributions to a
maximum limit, and help build a substantial donation in Ursula's name.
To add a special linkage between your donation and Ursula's memory, each donor will
be given their choice of Ursula's prints that were recently donated to the DNS. About
45 colour prints of various nature scenes are available. They are 11x14 inches in size,
and suitable for framing in 16x20 mats. The prints will be offered on a "first-donation,
first-selection" basis, and will be distributed after the summer barbeque. All the prints
will be shared equally among the donors regardless of the individual donation amount.
Donations of $25 and over will be issued a DNS tax receipt.

Watch the Pacific Great Blue Herons live from Stanley Park
The Pacific Great Blue Herons have returned for the 18th consecutive year to the colony at the Park
Board office at 2099 Beach Ave.
Our high-definition heron cam takes viewers inside the nests of one of North America’s largest urban
great blue heron colonies from the beginning of March until the end of the summer breeding season.
Take control of the camera for two minutes at a time and zoom into specific nests!
http://vancouver.ca/parks-recreation-culture/heron-cam.aspx

Help support the heron colony
These herons are a species at risk in Canada and the Stanley Park colony is a vital part of the south
coast population. One-third of great blue herons worldwide live around the Salish Sea.
The Park Board, along with our friends at Stanley Park Ecology Society, help sustain the heron
population through monitoring, stewardship, and education.
Help Stanley Park Ecology Society protect, monitor, and sustain the Pacific great blue heron colony
by adopting a nest.

Adopt a nest

Chocolate Lily – (fritillaria Camschatcensis)

Also known as Northern Rice Root, Indian Rice, Black Lily, Kamchatka Fritillary,
Saranas and Eskimo Potato. Bulbs are a good source of starch. Brian Avent

Water Lilies

Maureen Sinilaid

NATURE BC AGM - 2018 - THURSDAY MAY 10 TO SUNDAY MAY 13TH

The 2018 AGM, hosted by Nature
Vancouver, was held on the UBC
Campus. I was one of the DNS
representatives as well as a member of
the Conservation Committee.
First off, the UBC campus is a great
place for a meeting. The campus has
grown tremendously since I was a
student there when dinosaurs still
roamed the earth. New buildings,
including residential, are everywhere.
Our meetings were held at Forest
Sciences Centre. As one might expect,
there is extensive use of wood in this
building. The student’s lockers are even
made of wood! Visiting this building is
worthwhile for the architectural aspects
alone. I will also mention that those of
us who elected to stay on campus had
student accommodation at the
Ponderosa Commons residence. The
rooms there are bachelor style suites,
complete with cooking facilities and
private bathrooms. I was fortunate
enough to have a room on the 14th
floor, with a billion dollar view of Howe
Sound, mountains and glaciers, and part
of the Salish Sea and Vancouver Island.
Now on to the AGM itself. First on the
agenda was the Club Directors' meeting.
Alan Burger was appointed as President
for a second term, but for one year
only. Virginia Rasch, from the

Kootenays, will step in as President in
May 2019 for the second year of the two
year term. As there will be formal
minutes published from this meeting, I
will not report further except to say that
a Strategic Plan Review of BC Nature's
objectives and organization will be
carried out by a consultant. This will
sound familiar to those of us whose
career were in government.
AGM participants had a choice of
concurrent sessions and/or field trips
over May 11th and 12th. Having lived in
Vancouver for many years, I chose not
to participate on the field trips. Instead,
I took in most of the presentations. I
will report only on those which I found
of special interest.
On the morning of May 11th, we were
treated to a presentation by Dean John
Innes of the Forestry Faculty on "The
Future of B.C.'s Forests". He made
some interesting points:
. Lumber exports to the U.S. are very
good; there are insufficient rail cars
available to meet the demand.
. Forestry contributes 1.25% to
Canada's GDP.
. Pulp mills are running out of supplies

. In 2017 timber losses due to fire were
estimated at $10B
. Due to climate warming, numbers of
insects destructive to lumber are
increasing
. The lodgepole pine is a good example
of forestry mismanagement. New
lodgepole pines are being planted in
areas which saw massive destruction
due to the pine beetle.
. Innovation in wood products is
increasing; e.g. wood-derived viscose
and other wood fibres could replace
cotton.
And, lastly a new(?) trend called "forest
bathing" is becoming popular in some
other parts of the world. (Nothing like
getting out into the woods to recharge
one's batteries)
Another speaker, Cecil Konijnendijk from
UBC Urban Forestry spoke studies show
that green spaces improve health and
cognitive capacity. In Vancouver, the
tree canopy has declined from 22.5% in
1995 to 18% in 2013. 2018 is the first
year to see graduates in the relatively
new field of Urban Forestry. It is
interesting to note that out of a
graduating class of 18, the majority was
women.
Our third speaker, Rick Taylor, Director
of the Beatty Museum of Biodiversity
(UBC), spoke on the difficulties of
obtaining species at risk designations

within Canada. The Committee on the
Status of Endangered Wildlife in
Canada, (COSEWIC) can suggest the
addition of species to the formal species
at risk designations under the Species at
Risk Act, (SARA), but does not have the
power to designate them as such. The
SARA applies to federal lands and
waterways only, but there have been
several instances in which SARA has
been applied on non-federal lands.
For me, the AGM came to an end with
the final dinner on the evening of May
12th. This was held at St. John's
College, and the cuisine was excellent.
Our guest speaker was Lori
Weidenhammer who spoke on the
importance of bees and planting what
they love to feast on. Preceding this,
several awards were given out to
members of other clubs who had made
outstanding contributions to "know
nature and keep it worth knowing".
Most prominent on this list was Peter
McAllister, currently a member of the
Saltspring Island Naturalists, a Director
of Saltspring Ocean Stewards, and a
member of the Conservation Committee.
Peter has had a long history of nature
conservation in B.C. and elsewhere. A
Past President of the Sierra Club of
Western Canada, Peter formed the
Raincoast Conservation Society, and
started the Great Bear Rainforest
campaign in 1990. The award was the
Ian McTaggart-Cowan Award.

McTaggart-Cowan was a well-known
academic at UBC and later, a member of
many prestigious nature organizations.
BC Nature is truly honoured to have
Peter as one of its members.

Anita den Dikken
Delta Naturalists Rep. to BC Nature

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/committee-statusendangered-wildlife.html

CORRESPONDENCE

PACIFIC WILDLIFE FOUNDATION 2018 BIRD PHOTO CONTEST
In honor of the 27nd International Ornithological Congress (IOC) and the Vancouver
International Bird Festival (VIBF), being held in Vancouver, Canada this coming August
19-26th, the Pacific Wildlife Foundation is hosting its first bird photography
competition.

The contest is international, and is open to photographers from all nations and locales.
Photos of birds from around the world are eligible and welcomed.
There is a small entry fee which will be used to fund the cash prizes, the cost of the
exhibition, and to promote the work of the Pacific Wildlife Foundation (non-profit).
The 2018 Pacific Wildlife Foundation Bird Photo Contest has recently been reviewed
and endorsed by Imaging Resource as a legitimate competition and worthy of entry.
We look forward to your photos! Please note all entries must be received by June 30th,
2018
For more information about the 2018 photo contest, the prizes offered, and the work
of the Pacific Wildlife Foundation please go to :
http://www.pwlf.org/photocontest.htm
Derek Matthews
Vancouver Avian Research Centre

From: Jennifer Swanston <Jennifer.Swanston@metrovancouver.org>
Date: May 28, 2018 at 5:18:34 PM EDT
To: 'Bbpa Admin' <bbpadmn@gmail.com>, BBPA <BBPAexec@googlegroups.com>
Cc: Jennifer Swanston <Jennifer.Swanston@metrovancouver.org>
Subject: FW: Invite to Park Partners: Climate 2050 – Public Dialogues

Hello BBPA;
Please have a look at the information below. Sorry I didn’t send it sooner!
Jennifer
From: Jane Porter
Sent: Monday, May 14, 2018 11:03 AM
To: Jennifer Swanston <Jennifer.Swanston@metrovancouver.org>; Jeff Rotin <Jeff.Rotin@metrovancouver.org>; Trina
Sakata <Trina.Sakata@metrovancouver.org>
Subject: Invite to Park Partners: Climate 2050 – Public Dialogues

Hello CDC team,
I hope all of you are doing well!
As we launch into a public engagement Dialogue series on Climate 2050, I’m reaching out to
community groups to invite them to learn about Climate 2050 and to provide comments at the
dialogue or on-line. There are a number of issues areas that may be of interest to the Park
Partners. If appropriate, we’d much appreciate if you are able to distribute this evite to your
partner groups, provide link in a newsletter, and/or mention these opportunities at upcoming
meetings.
Here’s a link to the Dialogue webpage, and to the Climate 2050 webpage.
Please let me know if you need any further details.
Thank you!
Jane Porter
Project Manager, Stakeholder Engagement
External Relations
t. 778-452-2634
c. 604-992-6830

FUTURE OF THE REGION SUSTAINABILITY DIALOGUES
Cities and regional governments are at the forefront of global action on climate
change. Much of the infrastructure, as well as policies and initiatives that impact
our neighbourhoods and daily lives, fall under local and regional responsibility.
Locally, Metro Vancouver and our member jurisdictions have been leaders in
climate actions for almost 20 years. All municipalities are signatories to the BC
Climate Action Charter for local governments, and are taking actions to ensure
their communities are adapting to climate change and reducing emissions - but
we need to do more.
The Metro Vancouver Board has committed to pursue a regional target of 80%
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from 2007 levels by 2050. In alignment
with this target, Metro Vancouver is developing a Climate 2050 Strategic Plan
with a vision to ensure our infrastructure, ecosystems, and communities are
resilient to the impacts of climate change.
Join one of our public dialogues to learn about and share your views on Climate
2050. To get a jump-start on learning more about Climate 2050, visit our
website.
DATES
Time: Noon – 2:00p.m. (lunch served 11:30a.m. – noon)


Wed May 30 BCIT downtown
REGISTER FOR MAY 30

Thur June 7 Polygon
REGISTER FOR JUNE 7


campus, 555 Seymour Street, Vancouver

Gallery, 101 Carrie Cates Ct, North Vancouver


Fri June 8 Port Moody
REGISTER FOR JUNE 8


Inlet Theatre, 100 Newport Drive, Port Moody

Wed June 13 John M.S. Lecky UBC Boathouse, 7277 River Road,

Richmond
REGISTER FOR JUNE 13

Thur June 14 Surrey
REGISTER FOR JUNE 14

Hi Tom,

City Hall, 13450 104 Ave, Surrey

May 14

My name is Josiane Leguerrier, and I am the Volunteer Coordinator for the Richmond Agricultural &
Industrial Society (RAIS). RAIS organizes the Steveston Salmon Festival, as well as the Steveston
Farmers & Artisans Markets.
The Steveston Salmon Festival is a large event to celebrate Canada’s birthday within the City of
Richmond. We are looking for volunteers to assist us with the environmental clean-up during the
event, and would greatly appreciate your group’s assistance.
We are looking for environmentally conscious volunteers to assist with our Waste Management
program. We need committed individuals to help us reduce the environmental footprint of the
Salmon Festival Event, by helping us with garbage collecting, moving, sorting etc. We need
volunteers to assist us from 8:00am-11:30am and/or from 2:00pm-6:00pm on Sunday, July 1. Our
event is located at Steveston Community Centre (4111 Moncton Street, Richmond, BC) and in
surrounding areas. We will be providing a volunteer orientation in June.
If any members are interested in volunteering, they can contact me at jleguerrier@richmond.ca or
sign-up online at:
https://icanhelp.richmond.ca/recruiter/index.php?recruiterID=501&class=OppSearchResults&orgid=1
320#.WvYsB-mWyM8
Please let me know if I can provide you with any further information. Thank you!
Best regards,
Josiane Leguerrier
Volunteer Coordinator
Richmond Agricultural & Industrial Society
Tel: 604-238-8013
4111 Moncton Street
Richmond, BC V7E 3A8

Credits: The Birds on the Bay poster is by Rochelle Farquhar
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Bearss, Tom
Perrin, Elizabeth
Den Dikken, Anita
Kneesch, Jim
McVittie, Chris
Syd Barber

DNS Support Volunteers
Belless, Armene
Borrie, Ken
Carr, Terry
Coutts, Audrey
Fuller, Valerie
Hacker, Geof
Martin, Marylile
Melville-Roberts, Jennifer
Rennie, Paul
Ronback, James
Stewart, Alan
Whitlam, Valerie
Williamson, Joanne

President Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com
Vice President
BC Nature representative
Treasurer/Membership / DNS Facebook Master
Director at Large / DNS Facebook Master
Director at Large

Social Committee
Web Manager
Display Coordinator
Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com
Publicity
DNS Archivist/Speaker Posters
Assistant Display Coordinator
Social Committee
Audio Visual Support
Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
Audio Visual Support
Social Committee
Lead - Social Committee

Delta Nats’ website: https://dncb.wordpress.com/
Wild Life Rescue
604-526-7275
Canadian Wildlife Services
604-666-0143
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)
604-737-3074
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary
604-946-6980
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab) 604-946-3171
Wildlife Violation Report
1-800-663-9453
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE 604-666-3500
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust
604-940-3392
Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca
INTERESTING LINKS
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
Boundary Bay Park Association
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar

THE LAST PAGE
JUNE

Canada Geese - Jack MacDonald

Red-eared Slider Turtle -Terry Carr

Red Breasted Sapsucker – David Hoar

HAVE A HAPPY SUMMER, EVERYONE!
SEE YOU AT THE GARDEN PARTY AT CHRIS AND MARLENE’S ON JUNE 28TH

