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Tuesday, May 1st. Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street, Tsawwassen.

Business meeting at 7:30, with speaker shortly after 8:00. Plenty of parking spaces outside, and
refreshments and friendly people inside!

BIRDING AND NATURE IN
MOZAMBIQUE – A LAND LESS
TRAVELLED
Speaker:

Marg Cuthbert

President, Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society.
www.birdsonthebay.ca
Education Chair, BC Nature
www.bcnature.ca

Marg Cuthbert was born in Garden Bay on the
Sechelt Coast, and lived her early years in the
wilds of the province. Twelve years of post
secondary studies and studio work focused on
education, fine arts and architectural design.
She eventually moved to White Rock-Surrey
where she designed and built custom homes in
the area.
Between projects Marg explored the southern
states and Central America, appreciating the
landscapes, architecture and art. The birds and
all the wild creatures in these places
reinvigorated and inspired her passion for
nature.

The environmental conservation bug bit in the
mid 1990’s with an awareness of the
development siege on Boundary Bay’s
watershed and rivers. Actively involved with
the White Rock and Surrey Naturalists
Conservation Committee, and the Little
Campbell Watershed Society, Marg’s concerns
led to further action in initiating the Friends of
Semiahmoo Bay Society.

The goal was to work with local residents,
business and governmental agencies to raise
public awareness through community events,
school programs, meaningful citizen science
and habitat enhancement projects. She hasn’t
stopped working for conservation ever since
except to follow her bliss travelling to new
lands to see the landscapes and wild creatures,
especially the birds!

Bohms Bee-eater

Saddle-billed Stork
Photos by Marg Cuthbert

50/50 Draw and Ursula’s Portfolio of Prints
Those of you who attended the April meeting will recall that Tom tried to initiate a
silent auction for a portfolio of Ursula’s prints which was donated to DNS, but only
one bid was received.
After considering several options for dealing with the prints in a way which will
generate a little money for DNS, your Executive has decided to include a draw for
the prints in addition to the regular 50/50 draw.
Tom will select two prints prior to each meeting until all prints have found a home.
During this period, the price of 50/50 tickets will be increased. If members buy lots
of tickets, as we hope they will, you will have the chance to win either a larger pot
or a couple of lovely prints.
1 ticket for $2
3 tickets for $5
8 tickets for $10
20 tickets for $20

COMING EVENTS
Speakers:







May
- Marg Cuthbert, Friends of Semiahmoo Bay: Mozambique Birds, Wildlife
June
- David & Diane Reesor - Birdlife and the Sloth Bears of Sri Lanka
September - TBA
October
- Peter Candido
November - Ron Long, on Pink Mountain
December - Jenn Burt, MSc.,PhD student on kelp beds and sea otters

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING OUTINGS
Schedule is tentative. Check for updates: https://dncb.wordpress.com/deltanaturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb
Wed May 2
Wed May 9

Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed

May 16
May 23
May 30
Jun 6
Jun 13

Wed Jun 20
Wed Jun 27
Wed Jul 4
Wed Jul 11

Whidby Island/Deception
Pass
Tennant Lake & Bird
Exhibit at Whatcom
Museum, Bellingham, WA
Point Roberts
Minnekhada
Ferry Terminal and Reifel
Colony Farm
Birds on the Bay,
Boundary Bay Regional
Park
Pitt Lake
Campbell Valley
Surrey Bend/Tynehead
Saltspring Island

Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed

Jul 18
Jul 25
Aug 1
Aug 8
Aug 15
Aug 22
Aug 29
Sep 5

Cypress Mountain
Cheam Wetlands
Burnaby Lake
Iona
Victoria
Maplewood Flats
Boundary Bay at 104th St.
Mt Baker (if poor forecast,
will switch to Blaine)
Wed Sep 12 Birds on the Bay in
Boundary Bay Regional
Park
Wed Sep 19 Iona
Wed Sep 26 White Rock & Blackie Spit
Wed Oct 2 Derby Reach & Brae Isld
Wed Oct 9 Boundary Bay at 104 St.

DELTA NATS DISPLAYS 2018
Please contact Terry Carr (terrancecarr@gmail.com) if you can volunteer to be at our
booth for an hour or two.
We especially need volunteers for June 1 and 2 and for Aug 19 when we have 2
events.
Sat May 12:
Fri Jun 1:
Sat Jun 2:
Sun Jun 17:
Sat Aug 18:
Sun Aug 19:
Sun Aug 19:
Sat Sept 8:

‘Mothers Day’ Tea/World Migratory Bird Day 12:30-3:30 Cammidge
House
Vancouver Landfill Open House (Schools) 8:30-2:00
Vancouver Landfill Open House (Public) 9:30-2:30
Fathers Day 9:00-12:00 Centennial Beach
Starry Night 7:30-10:00 Deas Island Regional Park
Animal Expo 10:00-3:00 Memorial Park, Ladner
Raptor Fest & Garlic Fest 10:00-3:00 Terra Nova Park, Richmond
Day at the Farm 10:00-4:00 Westham Island Herb Farm

P

Delta Naturalists Society
Garden Party/Pot Luck Supper
Thursday, June 28, 2018
5:30 to 8:30 pm
Chris McVittie and Marlene Mark's

415 Shannon Way, Tsawwassen
Look for sign-up sheets at Delta Nats meetings and birders outings
or

RSVP with your planned potluck offering and # of people to Jennifer
Melville-Roberts at pamjen@eastlink.ca or call her at 604-948-1542
Things to bring:
 your appy, entree or dessert to share
 BYOB - bring your own beverage (we'll have coffee and tea)
 your own plate, cutlery, glass and mug
 lawn chair(s)
 $10 gift in plain brown bag for the Dutch auction

For more information contact Jennifer Melville-Roberts.

How many birds can be seen in one day? That’s the question that drives a ‘big day,’ a 24hour birding binge that is a fond tradition among birders. The current record for a single Big
Day team is 431 species, set in Ecuador.
Traditional birding ‘big days’ focus on a single team of birders, which got us thinking: what if
everyone in the world joined together for a single Big Day? The answer, it turns out, is an
incredible 65% of all the bird species on the planet—at least. We’re planning to improve on that
number this year—fittingly, it’s the Year of the Bird—and you can be a part of it!
On May 5, will you join more than 20,000 others and become a part of Global Big Day? You
don’t have to commit to all 24 hours—just an hour or even 10 minutes counts as participating.
Visit your favorite spot or search out someplace new; enjoy a solo walk or get some friends to
join in the fun.

Whether you find a Northern Cardinal (left), or the rare Vermillion Cardinal of Colombia and
Venezuela (right), every sighting counts! Photos ©Ryan Schain (l)/Eric VanderWerf (r)

How to participate


Get an eBird account: eBird is a worldwide bird checklist program used by hundreds of
thousands of birders. It’s what allows us to compile everyone’s sightings into a single
massive Global Big Day list—while at the same time collecting the data for scientists to use
to better understand birds. Sign up here. It’s free.
 Watch birds on 5 May: It’s that simple. You don’t need to be a bird expert, or go out all day
long. Even 10 minutes in your backyard will help. Global Big Day runs from midnight to
midnight in your local time zone. You can report birds from anywhere in the world.
 Enter what you see and hear on eBird: You can enter your sightings via our website or—
even easier—download the free eBird Mobile app. You can enter and submit lists while
you’re still out birding, and the app will even keep track of how far you’ve walked, so you
can just focus on watching birds. While you’re downloading free apps, try out the Cornell
Lab’s Merlin Bird ID app for help with identification. Please enter sightings before 8 May
for our initial results announcement.
Watch the sightings roll in: During the day, keep an eye on how the lists are growing in
different parts of the world. Follow along with sightings from more than 150 countries,
including the Cornell Lab’s Team Sapsucker in Colombia, Honduras, and California. Stats will
be updated in real-time on our Global Big Day page.

Contributing sightings is easy with the free eBird Mobile app. Download for iOS or Android.

Global Big Day Pro Tips









If you’re looking for a new place to find birds, explore eBird Hotspots near you.
Use Merlin Bird ID for help with tricky species.
Get together with friends and set a goal for your birding—most unusual species? biggest
flock? all the species in your favorite family? The possibilities are endless. Put your plans on
the worldwide Global Big Day map.
Take photos and add them to your checklist—they might end up on the Global Big Day page!
Make your sightings most valuable: submit complete checklists; keep counts of the birds that
you see; and keep multiple checklists throughout the course of your birding—if you get in
the car, end that checklist and start a new one when you get to the next location.
Share what you’re seeing with #globalbigday!

Last year’s Global Big Day set a new record, with 6,659 species reported in one day. This May
5, we hope you’ll be a part of birdings’ next world record. And no matter what you do, have
fun, enjoy the birds you find, and share your sightings on eBird. Because in our world, every
bird counts.

NATURE VANCOUVER
Birders' Nights

http://naturevancouver.ca/

The evening programs of the Birding Section are held on the first Thursday of each month from
September to May at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall of St. Mary's (Kerrisdale) Anglican Church, 2490
West 37th Avenue (at Larch Street), Vancouver. The programs start with introductions and items of
general interest. The main presentation begins after a short break for light refreshments. (Bring your
own coffee mug, please). These programs are open to the public and members are encouraged to
invite their friends.
May 3rd, 6:30 to 8:00 PM. Outdoor Birder’s Night at Q.E. Park. Meet in the free parking lot at
the south end of the park, next to the pitch and putt golf course. Social time and refreshments to
follow at the Celebration Pavilion, (plaza), at the top.

Delta Nats New Members – WELCOME
Anita Parkinson

Delta, BC

Jim Morrison & Kathleen Whipp

Delta, BC

Adam & Fran Rozyskie

Point Roberts, WA

Watch the Pacific Great Blue Herons live from Stanley Park
The Pacific Great Blue Herons have returned for the 18th consecutive year to the colony at the Park
Board office at 2099 Beach Ave.
Our high-definition heron cam takes viewers inside the nests of one of North America’s largest urban
great blue heron colonies from the beginning of March until the end of the summer breeding season.
Take control of the camera for two minutes at a time and zoom into specific nests!
http://vancouver.ca/parks-recreation-culture/heron-cam.aspx

Langley Field Naturalists
https://www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org/lfn_website_005.htm

The walks are about two hours long and are open to all Naturalist Clubs & members of the public
(adults & children, but no pets please). Please wear good walking shoes and dress warmly. Bring
water, snacks or packed lunch, binoculars.
Note: These walks are weather dependent so if the weather is bad and no calls are received then the
leader will not show up.
Saturday, May 5th - Serpentine Wildlife Management Area
Gareth Pugh
Time: 9:00 am in the parking lot behind Art Knapps, 4391 King George Boulevard
Friday, May 18th - Skagit Valley Provincial Park
Al & Jude Grass
Time: 8:45 am at the junction of the Hope Flood Road and Silver Skagit Road (take exit #168 from
Highway 1 East).
Note: Please make sure you have enough gas. It is 130 km round trip to Ross Lake and back to the
highway.
Phone: 604-219-2043 for info or to let us know to expect you.
May 23rd, 24th, 25th - Wednesday, Thursday, Friday (May 23rd, 24th nights)
Lillooet and Area Two Night Trip!
Gareth Pugh, 604-576-6831
Wednesday, May 30th - Nature at High Point
Anthea Farr, 604-576-7731
Time: 7:00 pm. Meet on the west side of 200 St. just past 2nd Ave.
Saturday, June 2nd - Campbell Valley Regional Park
Wim Vesseur, 604-534-3447
Time: 9:00 am at 16th Avenue parking lot
Friday, June 8th
Campbell Valley Regional Park-DAWN CHORUS
Al Grass, 604-219-2043
Time: 6:00 am at 16th Avenue parking lot

Come bird with us & discover the natural beauty of central Washington!
May 17th – 20th
Register for trips and classes
http://events.eventzilla.net/e/2018-leavenworth-spring-bird-fest-2138916111

Celebrate the return of migratory birds in the midst of peak wildflower season while
enjoying field trips, events and free family activities for all ages and abilities in
Leavenworth, Washington and throughout the Wenatchee River valley!
Latest News
This year’s festival promises a record number of out of town visitors who will join us to enjoy our

world famous keynote speaker, artist, birder, and author of Sibley’s Bird
Guide- David Sibley! Festival sponsorship is a valuable way to help us take Bird Fest to
new heights by enabling us to offer the highest quality field trips, art classes, family activities, and
more!

Celebrate the return of migratory birds in the midst of peak wildflower season while enjoying
field trips, events and free family activities for all ages and abilities in Leavenworth,
Washington and throughout the Wenatchee River valley!

http://www.leavenworthspringbirdfest.org/

The Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS) is Canada’s only nationwide
charity dedicated solely to the protection of our public land and water, and ensuring
our parks are managed to protect the nature within them. In the past 50+ years,
we’ve played a lead role in protecting over half a million square kilometres – an area
bigger than the entire Yukon Territory! Our vision is to protect at least half of our
public land and water so that future generations can experience Canada’s irreplaceable
wilderness.

We can still bring BC's mountain caribou back from the
brink
Last year, the South Selkirk mountain caribou herd – which roams the area near Nelson and just
across the border into Idaho – had 11 members. The herd, like many other
southern mountain caribou herds, has been in decline for decades and is
listed as threatened under the federal Species at Risk Act.
Earlier this month, government biologists confirmed our worst fears: there
are just 3 caribou left in the South Selkirk herd. All 3 caribou are female,
and with these untenable numbers, the herd has been declared functionally
extinct.
How could this happen? It happened because our governments
refused to act.
For years, governments have been warned that a crucial part of protecting
caribou herds is protecting critical habitat. And for years, the BC and federal
governments have neglected to meet conservation targets. Instead,
government has allowed new industrial developments in southern mountain
and boreal caribou ranges, fragmenting their habitat even further.
It's too late for the South Selkirk caribou herd. But there's still time to
save other caribou herds in BC. Tell the federal and provincial
governments that they need to get serious about protecting critical caribou
habitat, and the time for action is now.
We can still turn things around for mountain caribou in BC, but caribou
need bold action now to protect their habitat.
Together, we can make sure this is the last caribou extinction we
see in BC.

http://cpaws.org/about

CORRESPONDENCE
From: dlrobinson@telus.net <dlrobinson@telus.net>
Sent: April 15, 2018 2:04 PM
Subject: First Egg !
Hello everyone,
Pleased to let you know that our mummy barn owl has laid her first egg of this season!
The photo attached is of Mum sitting on her egg in her new nesting box.
She got up briefly before my camera was ready and moved the egg slightly with her
foot before continuing with the ‘incubation’.
Hopefully she will lay some more.
The proud Dad was perched in the rafters above the nesting box.
The camera shot is much better in our new nesting box, as it is positioned over the
perch and she is laying and sitting in the opposite corner, so we should get a better
view of the hatching process.
Dave.

From: Bob Handfield <bobnmaggie@shaw.ca>
Sent: March 13, 2018 10:32 AM
To: Jim Kneesch <jkneesch@telus.net>
Cc: alan burger <aburger@uvic.ca>; tom bearss <tom.bearss@dccnet.com>;
fred_mcmechan@telus.net <fm123457@telus.net>; Stephen Partington <sparting84@hotmail.com>
Subject: Club Support Grant Application

Jim Kneesch
Delta Naturalists Society,
The BC Naturalists’ Foundation and BC Nature are pleased to award your club $2490.00 in support of
the Barn Owl Nest Box Project. A cheque in this amount will be mailed to you in the next few weeks.
Please note that in accepting this grant your Club is committing to the terms of the grant as stated in
the project application form including acknowledging both BC Nature and the BC Naturalists’
Foundation. The appropriate logos of these organizations may be obtained from the BC Nature
manager, Betty Davison, at manager@bcnature.ca
A final report of the project should be submitted, along with photos, at the completion of the
project. If the project is multi-year, an interim report should be submitted by October of this year.
Note that if there are any identifiable people in your photos, then those people should provide you
permission to use the photo.
In writing your report you might also consider that BCNature Magazine is always on the lookout for
articles by the various Clubs. You should consult with Betty as to the requirements for a magazine
article.
Competition this year for Club support grants was intense, and the amounts requested exceeded the
funds available. As a result most Clubs did not receive the full amount of their request, but all
applicants received at least partial funding.
The BC Naturalists’ Foundation and BC Nature are pleased to support this project and we wish you
great success with this undertaking.
Yours in nature,
Alan Burger
President, BC Nature
Bob Handfield
President, BC Naturalists’ Foundation

The Hon Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
Houses of Parliament
Ottawa.
20 April 2018
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau
BC Nature (the Federation of BC Naturalists), representing over 50 naturalist clubs and more than
6000 members throughout British Columbia, stands behind the intent of the current BC Government
in its opposition to the Kinder Morgan pipeline expansion.
As naturalists (and British Columbians and Canadians) we deeply value the quality of our air, water,
land, and their inhabitants. From our perspective, the pipeline and the consequences of its operation
gravely threaten the integrity of BC’s coastal, river and stream ecosystems as well as the long-term
economy and quality of life for human residents in one of the most livable places on earth. With
climate change upon us, we should be spending our money to fund alternative energy projects to
achieve a post-carbon economy rapidly, rather than subsidizing or investing in a sunset industry. We
believe that we in BC and all Canadians have a right to a healthy environment: one that we can pass
along to our progeny and they to theirs. We also believe in a truly sustainable economy, and that
requires an optimally functional environment.
Many of our ecosystems and their inhabitants are at risk – the dwindling Orca population off our
coast is but one example. We do not know at what point the consequences of added anthropogenic
pressures to them will become irreversible. We urge that the precautionary principle be applied to
reduce the risk of oil spills on land and water, to reduce the amount of carbon entering our
atmosphere, and to reduce negative habitat-alterations that threaten our biota, including, ultimately,
ourselves.
We respectfully ask you not to continue your support for the Kinder Morgan pipeline expansion or to
use taxpayer money to support this misguided climate-damaging project.
Yours sincerely,
Alan Burger, PhD
President: BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)
Cc: Premier John Horgan
Hon. Catherine McKenna, Minister of the Environment and Climate Change
Hon. George Heyman, BC Minister of the Environment and Climate Change Strategy
Hon. Andrew Weaver, Leader of the BC Green Party

PACIFIC WILDLIFE FOUNDATION 2018 BIRD PHOTO CONTEST
In honor of the 27nd International Ornithological Congress (IOC) and the Vancouver International
Bird Festival (VIBF), being held in Vancouver, Canada this coming August 19-26th, the Pacific Wildlife
Foundation is hosting its first bird photography competition.
The contest is international, and is open to photographers from all nations and locales. Photos of
birds from around the world are eligible and welcomed.
There is a small entry fee which will be used to fund the cash prizes, the cost of the exhibition, and
to promote the work of the Pacific Wildlife Foundation (non-profit). The 2018 Pacific Wildlife
Foundation Bird Photo Contest has recently been reviewed and endorsed by Imaging Resource as a
legitimate competition and worthy of entry.
We look forward to your photos ! Please note all entries must be received by June 30th, 2018
For more information about the 2018 photo contest, the prizes offered, and the work of the Pacific
Wildlife Foundation please go to :
http://www.pwlf.org/photocontest.htm
Derek Matthews
Vancouver Avian Research Centre

American Coot with chick

Terry Carr
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Bearss, Tom
Perrin, Elizabeth
Den Dikken, Anita
Kneesch, Jim
McVittie, Chris
Syd Barber

DNS Support Volunteers
Belless, Armene
Borrie, Ken
Carr, Terry
Coutts, Audrey
Fuller, Valerie
Hacker, Geof DNS
Martin, Marylile
Melville-Roberts, Jennifer
Rennie, Paul
Ronback, James
Stewart, Alan
Whitlam, Valerie
Williamson, Joanne

President Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com
Vice President
BC Nature representative
Treasurer/Membership / DNS Facebook Master
Director at Large / DNS Facebook Master
Director at Large

Social Committee
Web Manager
Display Coordinator
Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com
Publicity
Archivist/Speaker Posters
Assistant Display Coordinator
Social Committee
Audio Visual Support
Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
Audio Visual Support
Social Committee
Lead - Social Committee

Delta Nats’ website: https://dncb.wordpress.com/
Wild Life Rescue
604-526-7275
Canadian Wildlife Services
604-666-0143
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)
604-737-3074
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary
604-946-6980
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab) 604-946-3171
Wildlife Violation Report
1-800-663-9453
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE 604-666-3500
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust
604-940-3392
Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca
INTERESTING LINKS
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:

http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/

Boundary Bay Park Association
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar/

THE LAST PAGE
MAY

Great horned owl chick David Hoar

Mallards

Terry Carr

