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Tuesday, March 6, 7:30 PM. Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street, 
in Tsawwassen. Plenty of parking spaces outside, and refreshments and friendly 
people inside!  
 
Speaker: Eliza Olson      Ecology of Burns Bog and Threats 

 

  
CBC file photo 

“If Burns Bog has a saviour, it's Eliza Olson. 

The first and only president of the Burns Bog 

Conservation Society since 1988, Olson has 

worked tirelessly for more than 25 years, with 

minimal resources, to provide advocacy and 

education on the bog's importance to the 

region's flora and fauna, to the bird population 

of the entire continent and to the overall 

ecology of the Fraser delta. The bog is the 

largest raised peat bog on the west coast of 

North America.” 

 

Discussions with the broader community, 

government and various service agencies and 

the years of advocacy that followed ultimately 

resulted in the purchase of more than 2,000 

hectares (5,000 acres) of Burns Bog by four 

levels of government in 2004. The purchase 

ensures the bog is protected and managed 

effectively as a natural ecosystem.  

https://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cbc.ca/news2/citizenbytes/eliza-olson-audio.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cbc.ca/news2/citizenbytes/2010/12/eliza-olson-why-i-volunteer.html&docid=OrA_o4K7DJaKPM&tbnid=WGrKrLyaAs0tkM:&vet=10ahUKEwij5OnIx8zZAhUj4YMKHYx4B0UQMwhkKBswGw..i&w=584&h=358&itg=1&bih=835&biw=1215&q=eliza olson burns bog&ved=0ahUKEwij5OnIx8zZAhUj4YMKHYx4B0UQMwhkKBswGw&iact=mrc&uact=8


"Because peatlands only cover three percent of 

the Earth's surface, the issue of saving and 

protecting them is coming to the forefront of 

the United Nations and other countries like 

Ireland, the UK, Finland and Holland." 

“Unlike great Douglas fir trees or vast tracts of 

rainforest, peat lands are small in stature and 

soggy in nature, made up of dead and 

decaying plants. Olson calls them the "littlest 

Lilliputians" because they store 10 times more 

carbon per hectare than rainforests.” 

Her awards include the 2006 Earth Day Canada 

Hometown Hero Award, and in 2016, a BC 

Community Achievement Award at Government 

House in Victoria, and an honourary degree 

from Kwantlen Polytechnic University  in 

October, 2016, in front of hundreds of 

graduates, many of whom have likely been 

alive for less time than Olson has been fighting 

for Burns Bog. 

 
 
 

   
 

Some information from the Delta Optimist used 

with permission.

 

COMING EVENTS 

Speakers: 

 April  - Ross Dixon of Raincoast Conservation Society - Wolves in BC 
 May - Marg Cuthbert of Friends of Semiahmoo Bay: Mozambique birds & wildlife 
 June  - David & Diane Reesor - Birdlife and the Sloth Bears of Sri Lanka 

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING OUTINGS 
 
Schedule is tentative. Check for updates: https://dncb.wordpress.com/delta-
naturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb 

 

 
Tue Mar 6      Steveston  
Wed Mar 14   Birds on the Bay  
Tue Mar 20    Stanley Park  
Tue Mar 27    Point Roberts  
Wed Apr 4      UBC Botanical Gardens  
Wed Apr 11   Bryden Lagoon & Hi-Knoll 

Park & Surrey Lake 

Wed Apr 18  Whidbey Island, WA (if poor 

forecast will switch with the following week) 

Wed Apr 25  Ladner Parks 
Wed May 2  QE Park 
Wed May 9  Tennant Lake & Bird Exhibit   

at Whatcom Museum, Bellingham, WA  

https://dncb.wordpress.com/delta-naturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb
https://dncb.wordpress.com/delta-naturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https://edenvale.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/staff_bog-480x480.jpg&imgrefurl=https://edenvale.ca/profile/eliza-olsen/&docid=y5bj7TYyKEk3AM&tbnid=T2AVPx49rXfoFM:&vet=10ahUKEwij5OnIx8zZAhUj4YMKHYx4B0UQMwiAASg2MDY..i&w=480&h=480&itg=1&bih=835&biw=1215&q=eliza olson burns bog&ved=0ahUKEwij5OnIx8zZAhUj4YMKHYx4B0UQMwiAASg2MDY&iact=mrc&uact=8


DELTA NATS DISPLAYS 2018 

Please contact Terry Carr (terrancecarr@gmail.com) if you can volunteer to be at our 
booth for an hour or two.  

We especially need volunteers for June 1 and 2 and for Aug 19 when we have 2 
events. 

 

Sun Apr 15:  Fish Release 12-2 Watershed Park, North Delta 

Sat May 12:  ‘Mothers Day’ Tea/World Migratory Bird Day 12:30-2:30 Cammidge 

House 

Fri Jun 1:   Vancouver Landfill Open House (Schools) 8:30-2 

Sat Jun 2:   Vancouver Landfill Open House (Public) 9:30-230 

Sun Jun 17:  Fathers Day 9-12 Centennial Beach  

Sat Aug 18:  Starry Night 7:30-10 Deas Island Regional Park 

Sun Aug 19:  Animal Expo 10-3 Memorial Park, Ladner 

Sun Aug 19:  Raptor Fest & Garlic Fest 10-3 Terra Nova Park, Richmond 

Sat Sept 8:  Day at the Farm 10-4 Westham Island Herb Farm 

 

 

Photo by Brian Avent  

mailto:terrancecarr@gmail.com


NATURE VANCOUVER 

 

Birders' Nights        http://naturevancouver.ca/  
 
The evening programs of the Birding Section are held on the first Thursday of each month from 

September to May at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall of St. Mary's (Kerrisdale) Anglican Church, 2490 

West 37th Avenue (at Larch Street), Vancouver. The programs start with introductions and items of 

general interest. The main presentation begins after a short break for light refreshments. (Bring your 

own coffee mug, please). These programs are open to the public and members are encouraged to 

invite their friends.   

 
Thursday, April 5  
 

Birding in Colombia – the most specious country in the world  

Dr. David Bradley (Bird Studies Canada) and Ana Gonzales (PhD candidate)  

At the northern end of South America, Colombia is a megadiverse country for birds, with 2,000 
recorded species, over 100 of which are endemic to the country. This amazing diversity is a result of 
numerous factors, from the country’s position between Central and South America, which funnels 
migrants as they move to and from the continent, to the Pacific and Atlantic coastlines, the expansive 
Amazon rainforest, and the highly seasonal llanos grasslands. Add to this the three distinct arms of 
the high Andes with its intermountain valleys and associated elevation gradient, and you have all the 
ingredients for a plethora of birds.  

We will discuss the birds of Colombia and some of the factors that create the country’s immense 
diversity and the threats they face. We will also outline two post-congress tours we are running there 
in September as part of the International Ornithological Congress in August. 

 

 

 

New Members - WELCOME 

Mike Bayliss, Delta 

Lauris Williams 
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DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING WALK 

A ‘BIRDS ON THE BAY’ EVENT 
Wednesday, March 14, 2018  

Boundary Bay Regional Park  9:00am - noon 
 

Join Tom Bearss and his informal birdwatchers for a 2 1/2 hour amble 
Enjoy the abundance of resident and migratory species, including shorebirds, waterfowl, 

raptors, and smaller birds.  
Bring binoculars if you have them. 

 
The outing will end with beverage and snack at historic Cammidge House. 

Meet: Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional Park, Delta 
Info: 604 940 9296 or tom.bearss@dccnet.com 

 
Hosts: Delta Nature:  No charge for events; voluntary donation for snacks 

 

 

Poster by Rochelle Farquhar  

https://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats
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BATS IN BURRVILLA 

 

 

“It’s an insult to the city and its heritage. 

Mayor Lois Jackson isn’t mincing words when it comes to Metro Vancouver using one 

of Delta’s most important heritage landmarks as a home for bats. The regional district 

is conducting research on a colony of well over 2,400 bats that have taken up 

residency in Burrvilla in Deas Island Regional Park. 

Unbeknownst to Jackson, bats started taking up residency in the house years ago and 

Metro Vancouver regional parks staff worked with members of the South Coast Bat 

Conservation Society to establish an expanded bat monitoring program. 

The program monitors for white-nose syndrome, a rapidly spreading fungal disease 

that’s resulted in steep declines in North American bat populations. 

 

 

 

It was the first house in Delta to receive 

heritage designation in 1981 and was 

moved to Deas Island Regional Park the 

following year. 

Jackson said she’ll have Delta staff 

investigate whether the house is still 

property of the city as well the 

conditions for its use. 

Moving the house away from the 

regional park is one possibility, she 

added.” 

 

Delta Optimist – March 1, 2018  



 

Anna’s Hummingbird (m) 

 

Photos by Brian Avent 

 

Anna’s Hummingbird (f) 

 

 

Rufous Hummingbird (m)       Rufous Hummingbird (f) 

 

Black-chinned X Anna’s Hybrid (m) 



  



Langley Field Naturalists 

https://www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org/lfn_website_005.htm 

 

The walks are about two hours long and are open to all Naturalist Clubs & members of the public 

(adults & children, but no pets please). Please wear good walking shoes and dress warmly. Bring 

water, snacks or packed lunch, binoculars.  

Note these walks are weather dependent so if the weather is bad and no calls are received then the 
leader will not show up. 

 
Saturday - March 3rd - Brydon Lagoon 
Al Grass, 604 219 2043 
Meet 9:00 am, 53rd Avenue parking lot near 198A Street, Langley. 
 
Saturday - March 10th - Houston Trail in Derby Reach Regional Park.  
Phil Henderson, 604 888 1571  
Meet 9:00 am, Houston Trail parking lot on Allard Crescent, Langley 
 
Saturday - March 24th - George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary – Delta 
Al Grass, 604 219 2043 
Meet 9:00 am at Reifel 
Please note there is a $5.00 entrance fee for non members of the Bird Sanctuary. There is a seniors 
rate.  
 
Friday, April 6th - Jackman Pit (Wetlands) Park, Langley 
Bob Puls 
Time 9:00 am at 272nd street and 10th avenue across from the Transfer Station.  
Phone: 604-856-7534 for info or to let us know to expect you. 
 
Saturday, April 14th - Forslund Watson Property 
Ryan Usenik 
Time 9:00 am at 2705 – 232nd Street 
Phone: 604-530-3257 for info or to let us know to expect you.  
 
Saturday, April 21st - Willband Creek Park  
Anne Gosse 
Time 9:00 am at the parking lot on Bateman Road off Highway 11 
Phone 604-888-1787 for info or to let us know to expect you.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org/lfn_website_005.htm


 
 

 
 

https://www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com/about-festival/schedule/ 
 

 

 
Keynote speaker: Robert DeCandido 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Keynote speaker: Robert DeCandido 
 
 
 
Dr. Robert DeCandido was born and raised in 
the Bronx, New York. He has been studying 
bird (primarily raptor) migration since the 
1980s, in New York City and since 1999 in Asia 
(Nepal and Thailand). Along with Deborah 
Allen, he leads bird walks in Central Park 
throughout the year. Many scientific and 
popular articles on bird migration research are 
available for free download on his website, 
along with a large selection of bird and 
landscape photos from Nepal, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Israel and New York City. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com/about-festival/schedule/
https://www.facebook.com/299510870099670/photos/1692979330752810/
https://www.facebook.com/299510870099670/photos/914198561964228/


 
 

Come bird with us & discover the natural beauty of central Washington! 

May 17th – 20th 

Tickets available February 2018 

  

Celebrate the return of migratory birds in the midst of peak wildflower season while 

enjoying field trips, events and free family activities for all ages and abilities in 

Leavenworth, Washington and throughout the Wenatchee River valley! 

   

Latest News 

This year’s festival promises a record number of out of town visitors who will join us to enjoy our 

world famous keynote speaker, artist, birder, and author of Sibley’s Bird 

Guide- David Sibley! Festival sponsorship is a valuable way to help us take Bird Fest to 

new heights by enabling us to offer the highest quality field trips, art classes, family activities, and 

more! 

Our goal this year is to open registration at the earliest date ever and to offer even more for ways 

for folks to participate, try something new, discover the beauty and importance of the spring 

migration and enjoy our area. Let's really put the Leavenworth Spring Bird Fest on the map!  

http://www.leavenworthspringbirdfest.org/  

http://www.leavenworthspringbirdfest.org/
http://www.leavenworthspringbirdfest.org/


 

 

Wildlife Photographer of the Year 

December 8, 2017 – April 2, 2018 

 

A visitor favourite every year, Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year returns with a brand 
new selection of 100 of the most stunning 
images from around the world. 

From the adorable to the elegant, this 
exhibition showcases award-winning images 
that tell astonishing stories of our natural 
world while pushing the boundaries of 
technical skill.  

The 100 winning photos are back-lit on a 
large-scale for maximum impact, a dramatic 
setting for some of the world’s most respected 
nature photographers and wildlife experts. 
Young photographer categories also feature 
budding talents, while special categories tell 
stories of the natural world’s beauty and 
struggles. 

The exhibition is developed and produced by 
the Natural History Museum in London. 

The Royal BC Museum has added a 
sketching station featuring specimens from 
the collection to the exhibition, inviting visitors 
to get a closer look at, and to draw, animals 
from the museum collection. 

There is still one more award to be won: you 
are invited to vote for the 2017 People’s 
Choice Award. The Wildlife Photographer of 
the Year jury has chosen 25 of the best 
images from the 2017 competition as 
shortlisted nominees in this category. 

View the nominees and vote here. Voting 
closes on February 5, 2018. Participants are 
invited to share their selection with 
@NHM_WPY on Twitter using the hashtag 
#MyWPY to be eligible to win a copy 
of Portfolio 27, published by the Natural 
History Museum, London. 

 

  

http://www.nhm.ac.uk/visit/wpy/community/peoples-choice/2017/index.html
http://www.nhmshop.co.uk/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-portfolio-27.html?utm_source=nhm.ac.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wpy&utm_content=wpy-microsite-gallery1


Share your experiences at the exhibition on social media with #RBCMWPY. 

MUSEUM ADMISSION 
 

Adult (19+) $17.00  

Senior (65+) $11.00  

Youth (6-18) $11.00  

Student (19+ w/ ID) $11.00  

Child (3-5) Free  

 

 
675 Belleville Street, 
Victoria, BC V8W 9W2 
1-250-356-7226 
1-888-447-7977 
reception@royalbcmuseum.bc.ca 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

tel:12503567226
tel:18884477977
mailto:reception@royalbcmuseum.bc.ca
http://www.nhm.ac.uk/
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https://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/sites/default/files/exhibitions/galleries/web-marco-urso-wildlife-photographer-of-the-year.jpg
https://royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/sites/default/files/exhibitions/galleries/web-laura-albiac-vilas-wildlife-photographer-of-the-year.jpg


CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 

 

 

1 March 2018 

 

 

Mayor Jackson and Council 

The City of Delta 

4500 Clarence Taylor Crescent 

Delta, BC V4K 3E2 

 

Dear Mayor Jackson and Council: 

 

 

On behalf of the Delta Naturalists Society, I should like to thank you for endorsing Delta’s Birds and 

Biodiversity Conservation Strategy at the Council meeting of 26 February 2018. We are very pleased to see this 

project coming to fruition with a comprehensive working strategy for Delta. As naturalists, we recognize that 

this is an ambitious and challenging strategy to implement, but believe that it will set a new vision for the future 

of Delta’s environmental integrity and wildlife.  

 

Mike Brotherston and his staff are to be commended for their great work putting the document together. The 

most important section, the Framework for Action, looks particularly good. We strongly urge you to follow up 

with consistent and ample financial resources over the coming years to achieve the Strategy’s goals. Delta 

municipality is exceptionally rich in birds and biodiversity and as citizens we must all make a strong 

commitment to protect these assets for future generations to inherit. 

 

As you know, the Delta Naturalists originally proposed the idea for a Birds and Biodiversity Strategy at our 

presentation to Council in November 2015. Our members are frequently outdoors in the community, observing 

birds and other wildlife, year-round. We go bird watching in many locations in Delta and the Lower Mainland 

on a weekly basis, and work with other groups to improve habitat, provide nest boxes, and put up signage. Our 

members, collectively, possess a deep knowledge of the local birds, their distribution, seasonality and locations 

of occurrence. We are happy to offer our expertise to Council and staff to help make the Birds and Biodiversity 

Conservation Strategy a success. 

 

Following Mike Brotherston’s presentation, some questions arose during the Council discussion that we should 

like to comment on.   



 

1) There were a couple of questions about the upcoming International Ornithological Conference (IOC) in 

August 2018. Delta Naturalists are directly involved in organizing four bus tours for delegates on Friday 

August 24, which will visit key areas of Delta. While these are day tours and focussed entirely on sites 

of natural interest, they will serve to introduce the delegates to the richness of Delta’s habitats. Many 

will no doubt revisit or pass on their experiences to others, and thus help to grow Delta’s reputation as a 

bird-rich environment worthy of visit. A weekend birding trip organized in conjunction with IOC 2018 

will also take place in Delta the weekend of August 17, and delegates will be accommodated locally. 

The Vancouver Bird Festival, that runs concurrently with IOC 2018, will also draw in many 

birdwatchers and photographers who will visit local areas. Delta Naturalists appreciate the involvement 

of Delta in welcoming the international delegates and other visitors to our municipality, and your 

ongoing support with distribution of our informative brochures. 

 

2) Mayor Jackson expressed concern about tree loss in the municipality and whether enough native trees 

were being replanted. Delta Naturalists share this concern about tree loss, particularly the large number 

of mature western red cedar and Douglas-fir that have been taken down in recent years. We would 

encourage the planting of native trees as compensation, bearing in mind that the effects of climate 

change should be considered; for example: Douglas-fir are likely to survive better in a warming climate 

than cedars. Red alders are often considered a “weed tree” yet are fast-growing and very good value for 

songbirds.  

 

 

3) Councillor Campbell commented that the North 40 Park continues to be a good location for bird 

watching. The Delta Naturalists would strongly disagree with that statement: we no longer include the 

North 40 on our regular list of bird watching destinations, since the entire area is now an off leash dog 

park and is heavily used by film companies. These activities are disturbing for owls, songbirds, and 

other wildlife. While Bald Eagles congregate at the park in large numbers due to its location between the 

Vancouver Landfill and the composting facility on 72nd Ave, songbirds have declined.  

 

The North 40 park was included in our brochure Experience Birding in Delta as it was a rich habitat for 

birds, including endangered Barn Owl and some summer visitor breeding birds that are becoming scarce 

in Delta, such as Willow Flycatcher, Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Bullock’s Oriole, Western Tanager, and 

Lazuli Bunting. As Delta Naturalist member, Anne Murray, wrote to you at the time of Council’s 

discussion on converting the North 40 to a dog off-leash area, the park was one of only a very few 

places in the Lower Mainland where Lazuli Buntings were found, and this bird is a big draw for 

birdwatchers. (MetroVancouver Parks include a Lazuli Bunting tour in their Colony Farm park, the next 

nearest location for this species.) Following the designation of the North 40 in its entirety as a dog park 

and filming location, no Lazuli Buntings have been recorded there, to our knowledge, and most other 

songbirds appear to have declined or gone too.  

 

Dog off-leash areas are not at all suitable for or compatible with bird watching, wildlife photography or 

other bird tourism. People engaged in these activities need quiet spaces, free of disturbance. Safe 

surroundings are important for those using tripods and expensive camera equipment which has become 



increasingly popular. People with small children or those with special needs may also prefer a 

recreational area without loose running dogs in which to enjoy nature. An understanding of the distinct 

needs of various park users is necessary for completion of the Birds and Biodiversity Strategy. We note 

that an action in the Strategy under Goal 2, Objective 5 is:  

Develop park use criteria to promote the protection of habitat and natural areas and investigate 

opportunities for fenced off leash dog parks and non-dog areas for nature viewing. 

More bird areas where nature viewing is the primary activity are needed. Reifel Bird Sanctuary is so 

popular that on sunny weekends and holidays the gate needs to be closed because it has reached capacity 

for cars and people.  

 

4) Councillor Paton mentioned the importance of supporting farmers who lose crops to waterfowl. Delta 

Naturalists agree this is an important topic and as a consequence we are strongly supportive of the Delta 

Farmland and Wildlife Trust which works to mitigate the impacts of waterfowl on the farming 

community. We encourage Delta to continue your ongoing financial support of this organization and 

would also encourage the neighbouring communities of Richmond and Surrey to implement similar 

programs, to “spread the load”. 

 

5) Delta Naturalists was pleased to hear Council members’ comments on the importance of biofilm to 

migrating Western Sandpipers on Roberts Bank, and the risk presented by Vancouver Port Corporation’s 

proposed Terminal 2 to the stability of the sand banks and thus the sustainability of the biofilm habitat. 

We note that concern for biofilm was recently highlighted by Environment and Climate Change Canada 

in their response to the Canadian Environmental Review.  

 

Thank you so much for all the work done to date on Delta’s Birds and Biodiversity Conservation Strategy, and 

we wish you success bringing it to fruition. We will be happy to help as a volunteer organization in any way we 

can. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Tom Bearss 

President, Delta Naturalists Society 

PO Box 180441215c 56th St 

Delta 

V4L 2M4 

 

 

cc Mike Brotherston 

    Manager of Climate Change and Environment   



 

From: Tom Bearss  
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2018 11:16 PM 
 

Subject: Installation of Delta Nats Barn Owl Box 70 at Tsawwassen Springs Golf Course 

  

Today, Feb. 15, four Delta Nats (Peter Ward, Syd Barber, Mike Bayliss and me) met at Tsawwassen 

Springs Golf Course Work Shed at 10:00 am to install Delta Nats Barn Owl Box No. 70. Your Delta 

Nats Bird Box Team of Peter Ward, Jim Kneesch, Chris McVittie and Jack MacDonald (Jim, Chris and 

Jack were AWOL this morning) had made this box, and many others, throughout the Winter in Jim’s 

garage and Peter’s basement. We had also previously arranged with Gord Olson, Superintendent at 

Tsawwassen Springs GC, the details of where and when to install the box on his course. He had 

purchased the 15 foot 6X6 post and dug the 4 foot hole behind the 5th green, a good spot as 

suggested by our BO Guru, Sofi Hindmarch. 

 

  

Today was Installation Day, and you can enjoy the photo evidence as recorded by Peter’s camera. It 

was a clear and cool morning, and fortunately TP Staff, Stefan Linder and Greg Burnside, were there 

to help us. You can see from the photos some of the equipment required. We brought assembled Box 

70 and attached it to the post at the site behind the 5th green. This was an interesting 10 minute task 

that took an hour with all the extra help. Raising the post with the attached box was an adventure 

too. Thankfully Greg operated the tractor and chain and no one was injured. Syd and Greg mixed the 

cement in the wheel barrow and I dumped it into the hole, solely for the photo op and to say at least 

I did something. Peter, Mike B and our “clown outfitted” SLB (Saskatchewan Land Baron) were 



instrumental in every aspect of the installation, along with the very helpful Stef and Greg. The box is 

facing northwest, away from the prevailing wind. The post is straight, level and very secure. Frankly 

we did a helluva job and it looks great. I hope the Barn Owls find it an attractive living 

accommodation. Thanks also to our Wednesday Goaltender Ira Hikada for interrupting his golf game 

to take our Group Photo. 

 

  

This Monday, Feb 19, the Team is installing two more Barn Owl Boxes in Boundary Bay Regional Park 

at 10:00 am, along with our partners, Metro Vancouver Parks staff. Hope you find this report 

interesting, informative and almost-enjoyable. Cheers: Tom 

Tom Bearss, President, Delta Naturalists Society 

 

Hi Tom and Co 

Herewith the photos from today’s work in putting up the box. Still to do is to install the decks and to 

install the grab bar near the top of the pole. 

This is numbered Delta Nats #70. 

It was a lot of fun. 

Peter 

 

 



Tsawwassen Springs. Owl Box 4 of present series 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 



On Feb 19, 2018, at 9:51 PM, Tom Bearss <tom.bearss@dccnet.com> wrote: 

Today, February 19, your Delta Nats Bird Box Team (DNBBT), along with several staff with Metro 

Vancouver Parks (MVP), installed two more Barn Owl boxes, DNS No.’s 17 and 18, in selected spots 

in Boundary Bay Regional Park. This follows last week’s installation of DNS Box 70 at Tsawwassen 

Springs Golf Course. It was a glorious sunny day, which you can see in Peter’s photos of the two 

installations below and in the attached message. It started at the MV Office beside Cammidge House 

where everyone met at 10:00 am. The MV Parks team was Robyn Worcester, Lynden Mager, Sam 

Cousins and Sam Thompson while the Nats team was Peter Ward, Syd Barber, Mike Bayliss and 

“occasional attendees” Jack & Stella MacDonald and me. 

 

  

Prior to this morning, a number of meetings and discussions had taken place concerning the logistics 

and where the boxes were to be placed. Also, the DNBBT had manufactured the “Cadillac” boxes, 

MVP had purchased the two 6”x6”x14’ posts and cement, and SLB Syd had dug the two holes. 

Following introductions at the Work Shed this morning, the group with all the parts and machinery 

drove to the first site near the Park entrance at Boundary Bay Road. You can see from the photos 

there is a helluva lot of material and equipment required, including a tractor/front end loader, an SUV 

and Syd’s truck to carry all the stuff. 

  

At the site, the DNBB Team bolted the Owl Box to the post. Then was the exciting part where Lynden 

manoeuvres the tractor with the post attached and, assisted by unprofessional rope handlers, guides 

the post into the hole. The post is really heavy. A very helpful addition to these installations was a 

mailto:tom.bearss@dccnet.com


“prop”, invented by Lynden to raise and support the post and box before the tractor goes to work. 

 The stabilizing ropes were new too to our installations; much better from a worker safety 

perspective. Note helmets and masks on the conscientious workers. 

 

  

Once the post is in place, and the box is pointed in a pleasing direction to Robyn, and level to Peter’s 

strict demands, Sam J mixed the cement and poured it into the hole. Hole number 2 was filled with 

water, so we added a few bricks to assist and stabilize the cement. When the cement hardens we 

know these posts “ain’t goin nowhere”.  You will note that the decks are not on the boxes. Peter will 

install the decks, and the “ladder assistance bar” next week when we know the posts are secure. 



 

 During installation of the first box, Jack & Stella arrived to add almost-useful supervision. Jack 

brought small “wired cameras” that can, and will, be easily installed in some of our BO boxes. These 

wire cameras have a connection for an I-phone so we can check the inside of the box without ladders 

or disturbance. Stella took a Group Photo; you can see it and other photos on Jack’s Flickr site at: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jacksonmacd/.  

At Noon, following completion of the first installation, while others prepared for the second 

installation, Peter and I went for lunch at the Rose & Crown Pub. The Soup (meat & veges) & 

Sandwich (egg plus stuff) Special, served by the always cheerful Leila, was delicious, and surprisingly 

we both had coffee (no beer, first time ever). Work on the second installation, along the inland trail 

not far from the Pumphouse, had already begun when we got back shortly after 1:00 pm. The 

sequence of events was the same for Box 18 as for 17, as you can see from the photos, but it went a 

lot faster. Clean-up began around 2:00 pm and everyone left soon thereafter. I was home by 2:15 

pm, in time to take Sandra to COSTCO (yes, another 300 bucks gone for a jug of milk, ETC.). 

It was a fun day, although I was only there for the photo ops. No one got hurt, and the conversation 

among the participants over the 4+ hours was amusing, inane, and occasionally intelligible. Seriously, 

it was a super job by a bunch of keen, dedicated environmentalists who all had a ball doing a small 

bit to help a Species at Risk have a nice new home. We have had 100% success with use of our 

other boxes by Barn Owls; we hope these two have similar success. Cheers: Tom 

  

Tom Bearss, President, Delta Naturalists Society   

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jacksonmacd/
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“It was one of those March days when 
the sun shines hot and the wind blows 

cold: when it is summer in the light, and  
winter in the shade.”  

― Charles Dickens, Great Expectations 

 

“In March the soft rains continued, and 
each storm waited courteously until its 
predecessor sunk beneath the ground.”  

― John Steinbeck, East of Eden 

 

 

 

 

 

“Joy is not in things; it is in us.”  
― Richard Wagner 
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