DELTA NATURALISTS SOCIETY
PO Box No. 18044, 1215C 56th Street, Delta, B.C. V4L 2M4
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats

VOLUME 32, #2 February, 2018
Tom Bearss
President
604 940-9296

https://dncb.wordpress.com/

Tuesday, February 6th, 7:30 PM. Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th
Street, in Tsawwassen. Plenty of parking spaces outside, and refreshments and
friendly people inside!

Speaker: Laura Stewart

Adventures in Northern Saskatchewan

Laura is a fourth year student at UBC, in
the Environmental Science program in
the Faculty of Science. She will talk
about her experiences as a CO OP
student working for Environment Canada
in Saskatchewan, with emphasis on the
songbirds of the boreal forest. While
there have been several years of surveys
in the northern boreal, this was the first
survey in these particular locations,
using float planes to access remote
lakes.

Magnolia Warbler

Laura Stewart

Grey-crowned Rosy Finch at the Sea Bus Terminal Feb 2nd

Roger Meyer

COMING EVENTS
Speakers:
March
April
May
June






- Eliza Olsen on Ecology of Burns Bog and Threats
- Ross Dixon of Raincoast Conservation Society on Wolves in BC
- Marg Cuthbert of Friends of Semiahmoo Bay: Mozambique birds & wildlife
- the Reesors David & Diane on birdlife and the sloth bears of Sri Lanka

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING OUTINGS
Schedule is tentative. Check for updates: https://dncb.wordpress.com/deltanaturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue

Feb 6 Iona
Feb 13
Blaine, WA
Feb 20
Victoria – 7am ferry
Feb 27
Ferry Terminal & Reifel
Mar 6 Steveston

Wed Mar 14
Tue Mar 20
Tue Mar 27
Wed Apr 4 UBC

Birds on the Bay
Stanley Park
Point Roberts
Botanical Gardens

Heritage Week in Delta
Delta Heritage Week is a one week celebration that includes 2-days of festivals celebrating the
many cultural heritage traditions in Delta. Come celebrate with us and learn about the ways that
culture is expressed in Delta through arts, music, dance, and stories. More info about Heritage Week
can be found here.
Join us Saturday, February 17 at Harris Barn from 10 am-6 pm for workshops and an evening
presentation. This event will also be at Sunbury Hall from 10 am-6 pm the following weekend on
Saturday, February 24. Sunberry Hall event details can be found here.
More information, including a full schedule of workshops and performances, is available at delta.ca/heritage.

** Delta Nats will have interactive display booths at both the Harris Barn and the

Sunbury Hall events, 10:00 to 4:00.

** Volunteers are needed for these events. Please contact Terry Carr at 604-948-9525

Sandor Gyarmati / Delta Optimist

January 4, 2018

Ladner bird count No. 2 again
The Ladner Christmas Bird Count is a bridesmaid once again.
Participants in the annual international count,
The Delta Naturalists, who usually take part in
which dates back here to the 1950s, spotted
the count, were in two groups this time,
139 species, which puts Ladner behind Victoria
combing various areas and spotting 71 species
for the national crown for the third year in a
and 18,031 total birds.
row. Birders in B.C.’s capital city counted 144
species, reportedly the highest number there
since 2006.
Ladner owned or shared the Canadian title five
times in a six-year span between 2009 and
2014, with volunteers spotting as many as 146
species one year, but in the last three years the
count has failed to hit the 140 species mark.
Local organizer Jude Grass said this week she is
still waiting for results from a couple of
volunteers, so the total for the Ladner count,
held Saturday, Dec. 23, could still go higher.
Each Christmas Bird Count is conducted on a
single day between Dec. 14 and Jan. 5. They’re
carried out within a 24-kilometre diameter
circle that stays the same from year to year.
The Ladner edition had volunteers checking
areas throughout South Delta, the landfill, as
well as Point Roberts and parts of southern
Richmond.
It was the 118th year for the counts, an
ongoing project of the National Audubon
Society in the United States and coordinated in
Canada by Bird Studies Canada.

It was a cold, clear day with ice on the shore,
according to Delta Naturalists’ Terrance Carr,
who noted there were thousands of ducks and
geese in the bay and flocks of shorebirds.
Both groups saw a red-breasted sapsucker, one
of which was in the same tree as last year near
the former Boundary Beach Elementary. Other
birds spotted in varying numbers included
Anna’s hummingbirds, bushtits, northern
flickers, downy woodpeckers, Steller’s jays, a
Bewick’s wren, Pacific wrens, a marsh wren,
golden-crowned kinglets, ruby-crowned
kinglets, cedar waxwings, American
goldfinches, pine siskins, Brewer’s blackbirds,
bald eagles, barn owls at Earthwise Farm,
northern harriers, red-tailed hawks, a sharpshinned hawk, a Cooper’s hawk, peregrine
falcons and a northern shrike.
The Point Roberts sub-area had 87 species,
including a white-throated sparrow and over 30
red crossbills. There were 561 eagles spotted at
the Vancouver Landfill, while no snowy owls
were seen.

Delta OPTIMIST
December 29, 2017

In 2016, Audubon scientists published a study
revealing that one-third of wintering North
American bird populations have declined since
1966.

Meanwhile, those opposed to port expansion at
Roberts Bank in Delta are warning about
significant adverse environmental effects the
proposed expansion poses to the habitat of
migratory shorebirds, especially western
sandpipers.

.

Barrow’s Goldeneye (m )
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South Delta Potato Farmer wants Crown Lands Protected for
Agriculture and Nature
Vancouver Sun, Larry Pynn
January 21, 2018

Third-generation farmer Rod Swenson is concerned
about the destruction of prime farmland in South
Delta and says he hopes that B.C.’s NDP
government saves the best of what’s left — more
than 250 hectares of the Brunswick Point lands —
before they, too, are lost forever.
“Delta is just getting hacked and torn apart by
everything — roads, industry and the First Nations
treaty,” Swenson said from his potato farm on
River Road near Ladner.
He explained that four families farm much of the
Brunswick Point lands — north of Deltaport and the
coal port at Roberts Bank, at the mouth of Canoe
Pass — through provincial Crown leases that expire
this year.
Swenson is urging that the lands be officially
designated for dual use — agriculture and wildlife
habitat, especially migratory birds, including snow
geese being squeezed out of habitat.

Elsewhere in South Delta, farmlands are managed
for agriculture and wildlife, including the 349hectare Alaksen National Wildlife Area on Westham
Island. The Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust also
promotes farmland and wildlife habitat in the Fraser
delta through hedgerows, grassland set-asides and
winter cover crops.
“It’s a touchy issue — families, neighbouring
farmers, all such different personalities,” Swenson
continued. “I believe I’m doing the right thing. It’s

Without that guarantee, he fears the lands could go

amazing, when you get grandchildren you start

to the Tsawwassen First Nation, which has first

thinking about how the planet, Delta is going to

right of refusal, and be developed for industry — as

end up in their lifetime. It really changes your way

has already occurred extensively on TFN lands, for

of thinking.”

shopping malls, housing and port-related
developments.

The B.C. government expropriated the Brunswick
Point lands in the late 1960s for port development.

“Why not have it farmed the same way, but also a

“I’m not against industry and housing, but there

protected area, where you could never develop?”

are certain spots for it,” Swenson said. “With the

said Swenson, noting that The Nature Trust of B.C.

new (NDP) government, there’s a great

would be a logical candidate to manage the lands.

opportunity, a great chance to get the land

“It could remain farmland and habitat for wildlife

(preserved).”

forever.

The dike along the rim of Brunswick Point is a

Nation, whose members used to live there. The

popular area with birders, the spring migration of

group isn’t recognized by the federal or provincial

hundreds of thousands of western sandpipers being

governments and has no reserve.

a seasonal highlight.

Vivian Thomas, spokeswoman for the Ministry of

Communications coordinator Lauren

Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and

Hutchison provided Postmedia News with a written

Rural Development, said the case is scheduled to

statement on behalf of the Tsawwassen First

be heard in February 2018 by the B.C. Court of

Nation saying that a “very important element” of its

Appeal, and that the ministry would have no further

negotiated treaty is first right of refusal to buy up

comment on the status of the lands in the interim.

to 278 hectares of Brunswick Point lands. These
lands would continue to fall within the Agricultural
Land Reserve even if purchased by the First Nation,
she said.
Swenson countered that the TFN isn’t interested in
farming themselves, and stands the “best chance of

Seventy per cent of TFN members agreed to a
treaty agreement in 2007, later approved by the
B.C. legislature and given Royal assent by the
federal government in 2008. The treaty took effect
in 2009.

getting it out of the ALR and we can’t stop them.”

The TFN says it has 231 hectares of farmland,

The First Nation since 2009 has purchased three

accounting for 32 per cent of its total 724-hectare

properties along River Road at Brunswick Point,

land base. Of that farmland, 155 hectares, or 67

with a total area of about one hectare, which

per cent, are currently under 25-year leases.

includes direct access to the Fraser River.
“The Tsawwassen people have harvested food from

Since then, the First Nation has been busy

the rivers, ocean and their shores since time

developing former farmlands, including for the

immemorial,” the statement read. “It was difficult

indoor Tsawwassen Mills and outdoor Tsawwassen

not having a land base on the river since the area

Commons shopping malls in lease agreements with

was formally colonized and the reserve was

Ivanhoe Cambridge and the Property Development

established about 150 years ago. Reconnecting

Group, respectively.

with the river is just one of the ways we are

On the industrial front, major developments of

strengthening cultural connections within our

former farmlands now owned by the First Nation

community.”

include a port container inspection facility under

This past spring, the First Nation installed a new

construction on a 4.5-hectare site with a 60-year

dock on the most recently acquired property along

lease, as well as Delta iPort, a port-related

River Road, which now supports access by the TFN

distribution and logistics centre on a 23-hectare

to the Fraser River for food, social and ceremonial

site, also with a 60-year lease.

fishing.
The future of the Brunswick Point lands is further
clouded by an Aboriginal title claim, currently
before the courts, by the small Hwlitsum First

Despite these developments, the TFN argues it
remains a regional leader in agriculture, having
partnered with Kwantlen Polytechnic University to
create a farm school on the TFN lands.

Coyote at Terra Nova

‘Greater Four Legged Grass Eaters’ of Arizona
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Chris McVittie

NATURE VANCOUVER
Birders' Nights

http://naturevancouver.ca/

The evening programs of the Birding Section are held on the first Thursday of each month from
September to May at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall of St. Mary's (Kerrisdale) Anglican Church,
2490 West 37th Avenue (at Larch Street), Vancouver. The programs start with introductions
and items of general interest. The main presentation begins after a short break for light
refreshments. (Bring your own coffee mug, please). These programs are open to the public and
members are encouraged to invite their friends.
Thursday, March 1
Raptors of the Fraser Valley – How are they doing and how can we help
Myles Lamont
Myles Lamont is a wildlife biologist, zoologist and naturalist. Working professionally as both a wildlife biologist
and a zoologist, he has a strong passion for wildlife conservation, reintroduction biology and the management
of threatened species. He has worked both internationally and domestically on wildlife conservation projects,
from arctic and boreal Canada to the tropical forests of the Indian Ocean.

Thursday, April 5
Peru
Ben Freeman –no details posted for April. Check at http://naturevancouver.ca/events/birding_programs

COMING SOON!
VANCOUVER COMES ALIVE WITH BIRDS IN AUGUST 2018
IOCongress2018 is a game-changer. By combining the prestige of hosting the 27th International
Ornithological Congress with the City of Vancouver’s annual Bird Week, the organizers are creating
the first ever Vancouver International Bird Festival - a World celebration of BIRDS in all their
dimensions – nature, art, music, performance, film, photography and adventure. Two thousand
scientists from 100 countries plus tens of thousands more public will be engaged, educated and
entertained through exhibitions, a bird fair, trade show, tours and workshops on BIRDS - a Gateway
to Nature. August 19-26. www.iocongress2018.com

Check this out! https://youtu.be/16kPWDiXHiE?list=PL867CE964AAFA7343
Building an Educational and Environmental Awareness Legacy through Birds

Long-tailed Duck (f)
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Langley Field Naturalists
The walks are about two hours long and are open to all Naturalist Clubs & members of the public
(adults & children, but no pets please). Please wear good walking shoes and dress warmly. Bring
water, snacks or packed lunch, binoculars.
Note these walks are weather dependent so if the weather is bad and no calls are received then the
leader will not show up.

Saturday - February 3rd - Lichen Walk at Campbell Valley Regional Park.
Leader: Al Grass, 604 219 2043
Meet: 9:00 am at the 16th Avenue Parking Lot.
Saturday - February 10th - Colony Farm Regional Park
Leaders: Larry Cowan & Gareth Pugh, 604 576 6831
Meet: 9:00 am in the parking lot at the end of the road by the community gardens in
Colony Farm Regional Park off the Lougheed Highway
Saturday - March 3rd - Brydon Lagoon
Leader: Al Grass, 604 219 2043
Meet 9am at the 53rd Avenue parking lot near 198A Street, Langley.

Wanted: Dead Bats — B.C. researchers ask public for help
monitoring deadly disease
White nose syndrome has potential to devastate the province's bat population, say
researchers
By Karin Larsen, CBC News Posted: Jan 18, 2018 9:42 PM PT

B.C. researchers are calling on the public to help monitor whether the deadly bat fungal disease
known as white nose syndrome (WNS) has moved into the province yet.
The B.C. Community Bat Program wants people to report dead bats or sightings of bats flying during
the winter when they would normally be hibernating — a typical first sign of the syndrome
 Funding announced to monitor white nose syndrome as bat disease reaches West Coast

"Bat carcasses will be submitted for testing for WNS and would provide the earliest indication of the
presence of the disease in B.C," said Mandy Kellner, provincial coordinator with the program.
Officials caution a dead bat should never be handled with bare hands, nor should pets be exposed to
it, due to the risk of contracting rabies
The disease has devastated bat populations in eastern North America and its presence was confirmed
in Washington state in 2016 and 2017. It has yet to be detected in B.C., but many feel it is just a
matter of time.
"We knew this deadly fungus was moving westward across North America but we thought we had
many years to prepare," said Kellner.
 Scientists test probiotics for bats against deadly white-nose syndrome

The disease does not affect humans but has a near 100-per-cent mortality for some species of bats.
Those with information to report can contact the Community Bat program at 1-855-922-2287 ext 24,
or by email at info@bcbats.ca.

Tonto State Park, Arizona
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Come bird with us & discover the natural beauty of central Washington!
May 17th – 20th
Tickets available February 2018

Celebrate the return of migratory birds in the midst of peak wildflower season while
enjoying field trips, events and free family activities for all ages and abilities in
Leavenworth, Washington and throughout the Wenatchee River valley!
Latest News

This year’s festival promises a record number of out of town visitors who will join us to enjoy our

world famous keynote speaker, artist, birder, and author of Sibley’s Bird
Guide- David Sibley! Festival sponsorship is a valuable way to help us take Bird Fest to
new heights by enabling us to offer the highest quality field trips, art classes, family activities, and
more!
Our goal this year is to open registration at the earliest date ever and to offer even more for ways
for folks to participate, try something new, discover the beauty and importance of the spring
migration and enjoy our area. Let's really put the Leavenworth Spring Bird Fest on the map!

http://www.leavenworthspringbirdfest.org/

Acorn Woodpecker – Arizona
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Climate change is turning some sea turtle
populations 99% female
Eggs incubated at warmer temperatures produce females and
those at cooler temperatures produce males
Emily Chung · CBC News January 9, 2018

A man releases a green sea turtle into the sea at the Sea Turtle Conservation Center of the Royal Thai Navy,
in Sattahip, Chonburi province, east of Bangkok August 1, 2012. The sex of baby green sea turtles is
determined by the temperature at which the eggs are incubated, with warmer temperatures producing more
females. (Chaiwat Subprasom/Reuters)

About 99 in 100 newly hatched turtle
babies are female at one of the biggest
sea turtle nesting sites in the world —
and warming temperatures are to
blame for the lack of male babies, a new
study suggests.

That's because the sex of young sea
turtles (and alligators, crocodiles and
some other kinds of turtles) is
determined by the temperature at which
their eggs are incubated, with warmer
temperatures producing females, and
cooler temperatures producing males.

Because of the role of water
temperature in the sex of
offspring, scientists have been worried
for some time that climate change,
which has caused a rapid increase in the
average global temperature in recent
decades, could push the sex ratios of
some populations of those animals to
skew female.
A study published Monday in the journal
Current Biology shows that's already
happening, and has been for about two
decades, at nesting sites at Raine Island
and Moulter Cay in the northern Great
Barrier Reef "such that virtually no male
turtles are now being produced from
these nesting beaches." That area, off
the coast of Australia, has experienced
very warm temperatures, leading to a

range of other problems such as deadly
coral bleaching.
The researchers expressed concern that
in the future, the lack of males could
leave many females unable to find a
mate and "eventually impact the overall
fertility of females in the population."
Great Barrier Reef nesting area
That's a concern because the northern
Great Barrier Reef is one of the biggest
sea turtle nesting areas in the world,
where about 200,000 females go to lay
their eggs, reported the scientists from
the U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration Fisheries
Department and the Queensland
Department of Environment and
Heritage Protection.

A Green Sea turtle swims over a reef near the surf break known as 'Pipeline' on the North Shore of Oahu, Hawaii
March 20, 2013. (Hugh Gentry/Reuters)

They made the discovery after they caught and
examined 400 green sea turtles of various ages
feeding off the Howick Group of Islands in the
Great Barrier Reef off the coast of Queensland
in Australia, studying which were male and
which were female. They then used genetic
analysis to trace each turtle to the beach
where it originally hatched, as the turtles
almost always return to lay eggs at the beach
where they were born. That means their
birthplace can be determined using DNA from
their maternal lineage.
Among turtles from the southern Great Barrier
Reef, about 65 to 69 per cent of turtles were
female.
But among those from the northern Great
Barrier Reef, 99.1 of juvenile, 99.8 per cent of
subadult and 86.8 per cent of adult turtles
were female.

Since the 1990s
When the researchers looked at sand
temperatures from those beaches, they found
the green sea turtle nests in those areas have
been incubated above the temperature that
produces a balanced sex ratio since the early
1990s. The higher proportion of
females among younger turtles shows the
problem has been getting worse.
While male sea turtles will mate with multiple
females, the researchers say they don't know
how many are needed to sustain sea turtle
populations. They added that males tend to
court females very close to the beaches where
they're born, reducing the chance that females
from the northern Great Barrier Reef will be
able to find a mate from a different nest site.

Researchers release an adult green sea turtle after it was caught during the survey. The team caught and
examined 400 green sea turtles of various ages feeding off the Howick Group of Islands in the Great Barrier
Reef off the coast of Queensland in Australia to figure out which were male and which were female. (Michael
Jensen/NOAA)

The researchers also express doubt that
natural selection can save the day, as longlived species like turtles evolve slowly.
"With temperatures predicted to increase by
several degrees in only a few turtle
generations," they wrote, "many sea turtle
populations… will have little room to adapt to a
rapidly changing climate."
Michael Jensen, the lead researcher in the
study, and a scientist at NOAA's Southest
Fisheries Science Center in La Jolla, Calif.,
declined to be interviewed by CBC News. His
office said he was too overwhelmed by media
requests.
'It bears noticing'
The bad news is that this could be happening
to other species around the world – including
other sea turtles – that rely on hatching

temperature to determine the sex of their
offspring.
Kathleen Martin, executive director of the
Canadian Sea Turtle Network, said the new
study shows "there are real repercussions to
climate change… it bears noticing."
She said the problem had been "a worry for
some time" among scientists.
"But I'm surprised it's happening so quickly."
Martin said that while sea turtles don't nest in
Canada, Atlantic Canada is one of the most
important feeding grounds in the world for
leatherback sea turtles. Both it and the other
sea turtle commonly found in Canadian waters,
the loggerhead, are listed as endangered under
Canada's Species at Risk Act.
Green sea turtles are also occasionally found in
Canadian waters.

Researchers release young green sea turtles back to their foraging ground in the northern Great Barrier Reef. Each
turtle was traced back to the beach where it hatched using genetic analysis. (Camryn Allen/NOAA)

Horned Grebes

Ladderbacked Woodpecker, Arizona
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Wildlife Photographer of the Year
December 8, 2017 – April 2, 2018

A visitor favourite every year, Wildlife
Photographer of the Year returns with a brand
new selection of 100 of the most stunning
images from around the world.
From the adorable to the elegant, this
exhibition showcases award-winning images
that tell astonishing stories of our natural
world while pushing the boundaries of
technical skill.
The 100 winning photos are back-lit on a
large-scale for maximum impact, a dramatic
setting for some of the world’s most respected
nature photographers and wildlife experts.
Young photographer categories also feature
budding talents, while special categories tell
stories of the natural world’s beauty and
struggles.
The exhibition is developed and produced by
the Natural History Museum in London.

The Royal BC Museum has added a
sketching station featuring specimens from
the collection to the exhibition, inviting visitors
to get a closer look at, and to draw, animals
from the museum collection.
There is still one more award to be won: you
are invited to vote for the 2017 People’s
Choice Award. The Wildlife Photographer of
the Year jury has chosen 25 of the best
images from the 2017 competition as
shortlisted nominees in this category.
View the nominees and vote here. Voting
closes on February 5, 2018. Participants are
invited to share their selection with
@NHM_WPY on Twitter using the hashtag
#MyWPY to be eligible to win a copy
of Portfolio 27, published by the Natural
History Museum, London.

Share your experiences at the exhibition on social media with #RBCMWPY .

MUSEUM ADMISSION
Adult (19+) $17.00
Senior (65+) $11.00
Youth (6-18) $11.00
Student (19+ w/ ID) $11.00
Child (3-5) Free

675 Belleville Street,
Victoria, BC V8W 9W2
1-250-356-7226
1-888-447-7977
reception@royalbcmuseum.bc.ca

B.C. conservation groups seek emergency protection
for southern resident killer whales
Emergency action is needed under the Species
at Risk Act to halt and reverse the decline of
endangered, salmon-eating killer whales in B.C.
waters, according to a coalition of conservation
groups.
The Raincoast Conservation Foundation, the
David Suzuki Foundation and others are
petitioning the federal government to curtail
sport fishing and whale watching in feeding
areas essential to the survival of the orcas and
to restrict fishing on specific Chinook salmon
populations that sustain the southern resident
killer whales.
Commercial shipping traffic should also be
slowed down as the vessels pass critical
feeding areas to limit acoustic interference that
hampers the orcas’ ability to locate and catch
prey, they say.
The southern residents are a genetically and
culturally distinct population that feed on
salmon, rather than on marine mammals.
There are only 76 members of the southern
resident group left, down from 83 two years
ago, according to the Center for Whale
Research in Washington state.
“These animals have been listed under the
Species at Risk Act (SARA) since 2003 and so
far the federal government has done nothing
to reduce the threats that actually face these
whales,” said Misty MacDuffee, Wild Salmon
program director at the Raincoast Conservation
Foundation. “We’ve gotten to the point where
urgent action is needed.”

The southern resident group is listed as
“endangered” under SARA.
It would be enough if the government simply
implemented its own Resident Killer Whale
Action Plan released last year, the groups say.
The detailed federal plan aims to ensure access
to food, reduce disturbance due to human
activities, protect whales from pollution and
protect critical habitat for northern and
southern resident killer whales.

Federal marine scientists have several research
projects underway — bankrolled by the $1.5billion Oceans Protection Plan — to better
understand the health of the southern
residents, their foraging habits and the
acoustic impact of small vessels.
“The federal government has invested a lot in
understanding these issues, but that have done
nothing to actually reduce the threat,”
said MacDuffee. “They’ve done lots of
research, they hold symposiums, they are
saying good things, but they have been saying
this for some time and done nothing.”

The petition calls for restrictions that target
south-migrating Chinook salmon, the southern
residents’ favourite food.
“We are asking to reduce Chinook fisheries on
populations that are important to southern
residents and that are on their way to critical
(orca) habitat and foraging areas,” she said.

Foraging areas along southwest Vancouver
Island, Boundary Pass and the approaches to
the Fraser River should be closed to
recreational salmon fishing and whale
watching, they say.
“There are 14 to 28 whale-watching boats
following those whales every day when they
enter the Salish Sea for summer feeding,”
MacDuffee said,
Fisheries Minister Dominic Leblanc announced
in October that special restrictions of w00
metres would soon apply to southern resident

killer whales, reflecting their precarious status,
and put Canada in line with a 200-yard ban
applied by the U.S.
“There are about 55,000 boat trips a year by
recreational fishing vessels that are targeting
Chinook and the boats are so dense that the
whales can’t access the fish,” MacDuffee said.
“those are their prime feeding areas.”
rshore@postmedia.com
With files from Larry Pynn

Major US Salmon Producer Find $332,000 For Farmed Fish Escape
The Associated Press
January 30, 2018

SEATTLE — The largest U.S. producer of farmed Atlantic salmon was fined $332,000 on Tuesday for
alleged violations of Washington state water quality laws after hundreds of thousands of invasive
Atlantic salmon were released last year into waters famed for their native salmon, state officials said.
Cooke Aquaculture Pacific failed to adequately clean nets holding farmed salmon, leading to a net
pen failure last summer that allowed the fish to swim away into Puget Sound, officials said in a report
compiled by the state’s departments of fish and wildlife, ecology and natural resources.
The nets failed because they were excessively laden with mussels and other marine organisms, the
report said. That increased the drag on the nets from tidal currents and overwhelming their mooring
system, the report said.
More than 110 tons of mussels, clams and other material had accumulated on the nets, state Public
Lands Commissioner Hilary Franz told reporters. “Cooke’s disregard caused this disaster and
recklessly put our state’s aquatic ecosystem at risk,” she said.
“Cooke knew they had a problem and they didn’t appropriately respond to deal with the problem,”
said state Ecology Director Maria Bellon. The company “could have and should have prevented this
incident,” she added.
To read the balance of this article:http://vancouversun.com/pmn/business-pmn/major-us-salmonproducer-fined-332k-for-farmed-fish-escape/wcm/5c6cf782-252d-4092-98ad-6dc0da132c9c
AP Reporter Rachel La Corte contributed from Olympia, WA

Collapsed Atlantic salmon net pens, August 19, 2017

DNS Executive
Bearss, Tom
Perrin, Elizabeth
Den Dikken, Anita
Kneesch, Jim
McVittie, Chris
Syd Barber

DNS Support Volunteers
Belless, Armene
Borrie, Ken
Carr, Terrance
Coutts, Audrey
Fuller, Valerie
Hacker, Geof DNS
Martin, Marylile
Melville-Roberts, Jennifer
Rennie, Paul Audio
Ronback, James
Stewart, Alan
Whitlam, Valerie
Williamson, Joanne Lead -

President Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com
Vice President
BC Nature representative
Treasurer/Membership / DNS Facebook Master
Director at Large / DNS Facebook Master
Director at Large

Social Committee
Web Manager
Display Coordinator
Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com
Publicity
Archivist/Speaker Posters
Assistant Display Coordinator
Social Committee
Visual Support
Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
Audio Visual Support
Social Committee
Social Committee

Delta Nats’ website: https://dncb.wordpress.com/
Wild Life Rescue
604-526-7275
Canadian Wildlife Services
604-666-0143
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)
604-737-3074
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary
604-946-6980
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab) 604-946-3171
Wildlife Violation Report
1-800-663-9453
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE 604-666-3500
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust
604-940-3392
Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca
INTERESTING LINKS
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:

http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/

Boundary Bay Park Association
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar/
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February, when the days of winter seem
endless and no amount of wistful recollecting
can bring back any air of summer.
Shirley Jackson
The February sunshine steeps your boughs and
tints the buds and swells the leaves within.
William C. Bryant
There is always in February some one day, at
least, when one smells the yet distant, but
surely coming, summer. Gertrude Jekyll
In the coldest February, as in every other
month in every other year, the best thing to
hold on to in this world is each other.
Linda Ellerbee

House Finches in Arizona
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