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Tom Bearss         https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
President  
604 940-9296  
 
Tuesday, December 5th, 7:30 PM.  Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street, in 
Tsawwassen. Plenty of parking spaces outside, and refreshments and friendly people inside! 
 

Bats and Their Contribution to Our Ecosystem 

 

 

At the December 5, 2017 meeting Felix Martinez's presentation will start promptly 

at 7:30 pm, followed by a short business meeting, and our festive season social. 

Suitable celebratory libations will be provided!  Please bring some treats to 

share - home baking or store bought - everything is good.  Celebrate the 

season!  Feel free to wear your favourite (ugly?) Christmas sweater ! 

https://dncb.wordpress.com/


FELIX MARTINEZ 

Felix is a wildlife biologist involved in a 

wide variety of research projects 

focused on conservation of Canadian 

wildlife. His main interest is on bats and 

how different factors are affecting the 

distribution and movements of 

individuals and natural populations.  

For his Master’s research at the 

University of Winnipeg, Felix 

implemented molecular and ecological 

data to assess movement, distribution 

and relatedness of little brown bats from 

winter and summer sites throughout 

Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario.  

An experienced bat biologist, Felix has 

also conducted White-nose Syndrome 

(WNS) surveys, coordinated late winter 

field work to detect WNS signs, collected 

material for laboratory detection of the 

fungus (Pseudogymnoascus 

destructans) and PIT tagged hundreds 

of bats to monitor bat populations.  

Since 2013 Felix has been part of 

SCBats, exploring the beautiful 

mountains of BC looking for bats and 

other mammals, crunching field data, 

analyzing echolocation calls of bats and 

teaching about the importance of bats 

for our ecosystem. 
 

 

VanDusen Festival of Lights 
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DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING OUTINGS 

 

Tue Dec 5   –  Blaine 

Wed Dec 13 –  Birds on the Bay 

Tue Dec 19  – Point Roberts 

Sat Dec 23   – Ladner Christmas Bird Count - (replaces Dec 26 outing) 

 

 

The Hardy Birders from Delta Naturalists’ Society on a typical November morning. 

 

 



 

Poster & photos by Rochelle Farquhar  



Are you looking for the perfect gift for someone who has everything? Books may be 

the answer. 

 

 

 

A Nature Guide to Boundary Bay    

by Anne Murray, photographs by David 

Blevins. An ecological history of the land 

south of the Fraser River more info>> 

Buy now                            

 

Tracing Our Past ~ A Heritage Guide  

to Boundary Bay 

by Anne Murray, photographs by David 

Blevins. An ecological history of the land 

south of the Fraser River more info>> 

Buy now

 

 

 

 

Guide to Marine Life in BC: 

Explore the Rocky Shore at Stanley Park 

 

Sheila Byers, Nature Vancouver 

Published by Nature guides BC 

http://www.natureguidesbc.com 

 

 

 

 

http://www.natureguidesbc.com/mainpage.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/mainpage.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/mainpage.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/mainpage.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/mainpage.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/mainpage.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/mainpage.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/mainpage.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/mainpage.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/mainpage.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/Explore_shore.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/Explore_shore.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/Explore_shore.html
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/
http://www.natureguidesbc.com/images/Booklet_cover_only_for_website_10Jan12.JPG


NATURE VANCOUVER 

Birders' Nights          http://naturevancouver.ca/ 

The evening programs of the Birding Section are held on the first Thursday of each month from September to 

May at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall of St. Mary's (Kerrisdale) Anglican Church, 2490 West 37th 

Avenue (at Larch Street), Vancouver. The programs start with introductions and items of general interest. 

The main presentation begins after a short break for light refreshments. (Bring your own coffee mug, please). 

These programs are open to the public and members are encouraged to invite their friends. 

Thursday, December 7  

The Importance of Christmas Bird Counts  

Catherine Jardine from Bird Studies Canada will talk about the importance of Christmas Bird Counts and how 
the resulting data is used. She will also give us an update on what is new with Bird Studies Canada. 

Vancouver CBC Area Kits will be handed out by Adrian Grant-Duff and there will information on the other local 
Christmas Bird Counts. 

Please remember to bring an item for the raffle, and if you wish, bring something to share at the refreshment 
break. 

Thursday, January 4  

Harlequin Duck - Molt and Migration Ecology  

Sean Boyd from Environment Canada – Delta, BC is a Research Scientist on Migratory Bird Ecology 

He will present information on HADU (Harlequin Ducks) in the Salish Sea, but with a focus on the small 
population of ducks wintering between White Rock and Crescent Beach. Population dynamics and migration 
patterns will be discussed along with potential predation risk from Bald Eagles 

 Thursday, February 1  

A Birding and Wildlife Tour of Brazil: Amazon Rainforest, Pantanal and Cerrado  

Peter Candido  

This presentation will focus on the birds and other wildlife of the Amazon Rainforest around Cristalino Lodge, 
the open country of the Pantanal and the cerrado habitat of Chapada dos Guimarães National Park.  Cristalino 
Lodge lies in a large private protected area of rainforest at the southern edge of the Amazon basin.  It is very 
rich in overall biodiversity, even for the Amazon region, with 586 bird species recorded in the area.  The 
Pantanal is the largest freshwater wetland in the world, roughly the size of Florida.  It is home to such iconic 
mammals as Jaguar, Capybara and Giant Anteater, millions of Caiman, and the largest flying parrot in the 
world, the Hyacinth Macaw.  Join Peter for an exploration of this amazing region. 

 

http://naturevancouver.ca/
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LANGLEY FIELD NATURALISTS 

 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 9th 

BLAINE & DRAYTON HARBOUR 

Leader: Gareth Pugh 

9:00 am at Blaine Marine Park (click here for a map).  

 

We will also drive around to the West side of the Harbour to visit Semiahmoo Park and have lunch at the cafe 

in the Semiahmoo Resort. Please dress warmly and wear proper footwear. Bring lunch, snacks and 

refreshments and, of course, your passports.  

To register or info: 604-576-6831 

Meetings are on the third Thursday of the month at 7:15 pm at the Langley Music School, 4899 207 St., 

Langley. A brief business session is followed by the evening program and refreshments. 

 

THURSDAY JANUARY 18th   

KLEE WYCK JOURNAL 

Lou McKee  

Lou has written and illustrated a book, Klee Wyck Journal. She and her husband David are ocean kayakers 

who, after many years, claimed a wilderness beach on the west coast of Vancouver Island. After being caught 

in heavy rains with tarps and tents, they decided they wanted better shelter and built a cabin, the participants 

being family and friends, and it took about 15 summer vacations to complete.  

During this time, she kept a journal and illustrated the nature around her every day. Besides the drawings and 

observances, the program also tells the story of the community of people and wild animals, the building of the 

cabin, food they eat, general musings, adventures in their kayaks, etc. They will present a power point, do 

readings from the book, encourage audience discussion, have books to sell, original art from the book, and a 

copy of the original journal. 

 

2017 IBA Newsletter Published 
 

The annual 2017 BC IBA Newsletter is published & can be downloaded from the BC Nature 

website. 

This issue includes news on Haida Gwaii activities, a report on Conservation in the Fraser Estuary, 

upcoming sign projects and bird surveys, and more. 

The newsletter is in PDF format (8 pages, 1.4 MB download) so it can be easily printed - please 

distribute far & wide! 

https://www.google.ca/maps/place/Blaine+Harbor/@48.9947109,-122.7592769,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x6757baa2c029fcaf
https://bcnature.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e86dcdc60ad8ba7624408efe&id=c8a9950a12&e=ee026f4829
https://bcnature.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e86dcdc60ad8ba7624408efe&id=c8a9950a12&e=ee026f4829


  

ONE YEAR COUNTDOWN! 

VANCOUVER COMES ALIVE WITH BIRDS IN AUGUST 2018 

IOCongress2018 is a game-changer. By combining the prestige of hosting the 27th International 

Ornithological Congress with the City of Vancouver’s annual Bird Week, the organizers are creating 

the first ever Vancouver International Bird Festival - a World celebration of BIRDS in all their 

dimensions – nature, art, music, performance, film, photography and adventure.  Two thousand 

scientists from 100 countries plus tens of thousands more public will be engaged, educated and 

entertained through exhibitions, a bird fair, trade show, tours and workshops on BIRDS - a Gateway 

to Nature. 

https://youtu.be/16kPWDiXHiE?list=PL867CE964AAFA7343 

Building an Educational and Environmental Awareness Legacy through Birds 

 

 

The Myalup Bird Observers, Western Australia 

DNS Members: I thought that the attached Newsletter from the Myalup Bird Observers, a group in 

Mandurah, Western Australia that I often joined on outings, might interest some of you, at least the 

photos. The list of Bird sightings is quite different from our DNCB outing lists, but the similarity 

between the two groups is uncanny. Cheers: Tom 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=67ec3b97e2&view=att&th=15ffed7cd4737f7c&attid=0.1&disp=sa

fe&zw 

 

An interesting article including reference to Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust (DFWT).  

https://thewalrus.ca/how-farmers-are-saving-the-trumpeter-swan/#.WgvrKOcfBN0.email 
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DNS Executive  
 
Bearss, Tom     President Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com 
Perrin, Elizabeth     Vice President 
Den Dikken, Anita    BC Nature representative 
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer/Membership / DNS Facebook Master  
McVittie, Chris     Director at Large / DNS Facebook Master 
Syd Barber     Director at Large  
 
DNS Support Volunteers  
 
Belless, Armene    Social Committee    
Borrie, Ken     Web Manager 
Carr, Terrance     Display Coordinator  
Coutts, Audrey     Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com  

Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Archivist/Speaker Posters 
Martin, Marylile     Assistant Display Coordinator 
Melville-Roberts, Jennifer  Social Committee  
Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual Support 
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com  

Stewart, Alan     Audio Visual Support 
Whitlam, Valerie    Social Committee 
Williamson, Joanne   Lead - Social Committee 
 
Delta Nats’ website: https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 

 

Wild Life Rescue        604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services      604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)      604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary     604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)     604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report           1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE     604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust     604-940-3392  
Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca 

 
INTERESTING LINKS 
  
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:   http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:   http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 

Boundary Bay Park Association  https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar/

mailto:Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com
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THE LAST PAGE 
 

December Celebrations 
 

Hanukkah, Evening of December 12 to evening of December 20 

 

 

Christmas, December 25th 

 

Kwanzaa, December 26 to January 1st 
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