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Tom Bearss         https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 

 President  
604 940-9296  
 

Tuesday, September 5th, 7:30 PM.  Benediction Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street in 
Tsawwassen. Plenty of parking spaces outside, and refreshments and friendly people inside! 
 

David and Diane Reesor - Birds of Madagascar 
 

 

Photo of David and Diane was taken at a Lion Rehabilitation Park in Zimbabwe 
 

David & Diane consider themselves very fortunate to have been able to visit many of the world's most special 

places. Having traveled the globe for decades, David and Diane are not only experts in navigating the world, 

but they have taken astonishing photos along the way, capturing every beautiful moment

http://www.reesorphotography.com/  

https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://www.reesorphotography.com/


 



COMING EVENTS 

Mark your calendars for our fall programmes: 
 
Tue September 5, 7:30 PM  Diane & David Reesor – Birds of Madagascar 
      

Note: The DNS year end is August 31st. This evening is an excellent 

opportunity for the members to pay their dues.  Individual $35.00,  
Family $45.00, Associate members - Individual $19.00, Family $29.00.  

 
Tue October 3, 7:30 PM  Ken Hall – “Water in the Desert” 
     Our Annual General Meeting will precede Ken’s presentation.  

The meeting will include the election of our Board of Directors. 
Please contact a member of the Executive if you have questions, or 
an interest in joining the Executive.  

 
Tue November 7, 7:30 PM  South Coast Bat Conservation Society 
 
Tue December 5, 7:30 PM Anne Murray: “Life on the Edge – seabird colonies in Iceland, Peru 

and England”. 
 

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING OUTINGS 

This outings list is preliminary, so please check for changes at 

https://dncb.wordpress.com/dncb/outings/2017-2/ 

Wed Sep 6 Mt. Baker 

Wed Sep 13 Birds On The Bay 

Wed Sep 20 TBA 

Wed Sep 27 Squamish Estuary 

ONE YEAR COUNTDOWN! 

VANCOUVER COMES ALIVE WITH BIRDS IN AUGUST 2018 

IOCongress2018 is a game-changer. By combining 

the prestige of hosting the 27th International 

Ornithological Congress with the City of 

Vancouver’s annual Bird Week, the organizers are 

creating the first ever Vancouver International Bird 

Festival - a World celebration of BIRDS in all their 

dimensions – nature, art, music, performance, film, 

photography and adventure.  Two thousand 

scientists from 100 countries plus tens of 

thousands more public will be engaged, educated 

and entertained through exhibitions, a bird fair, 

trade show, tours and workshops on BIRDS - a 

Gateway to Nature. 

https://youtu.be/16kPWDiXHiE?list=PL867CE964AAFA7343  

Building an Educational and Environmental Awareness Legacy through Birds  

https://dncb.wordpress.com/dncb/outings/2017-2/
https://youtu.be/16kPWDiXHiE?list=PL867CE964AAFA7343


Delta Nats Displays 2017 

 

12th Annual Day at the Farm, Rain or Shine! Sat September 9 
Westham Island Herb Farm 4690 Kirkland Road 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 

 
 

 

 Live Cash and Carter Tribute Show starring 
Tony Barton and Tracey Neff! 

 Live Local Music Talent Show 
 Live Mini-Auction 
 Homemade Food Contest* 
 BC Fresh Potato Dig 
 Vancouver Food Trucks featuring Delta 

ingredients! 

 

 

 Antique Tractors and Farm Equipment 
 BC Dairy Association Mobile Dairy Classroom 
 BC Agriculture in the Classroom and student 

chefs preparing local fare 
 Wildlife Conservation on Farmland 
 Delta Naturalists displays 
 AND MUCH MORE!! 

 

Musical Talent Show, Local Delta Youth - 11:45 – 12:45.   
4H Calf Walk, Draft Horse Plowing, Sheep Shearing, Horse Show. 

FREE Admission or by donation! **Bring non-perishable food items to donate to the local food bank! 
Farm Credit Canada Staff and volunteers will be collecting at event entrances! 

 
As this is a working farm, we ask you to please leave dogs at home.  For more info visit: 

www.deltafarmland.ca 

  

http://www.deltafarmland.ca/


 

    White Hummingbird in the Cowichan Valley      Photo by Sarah Simpson 

 

 

  Female Red Wing Blackbird      Photo by Jim Kneesch 

 



 

 

 

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING WALK 

A ‘BIRDS ON THE BAY’ EVENT 

Wednesday, September 13, 2017 

Boundary Bay Regional Park  9:00AM - noon 
 

Join Tom Bearss and his informal birdwatchers for a 2 1/2 hour amble 

Enjoy the abundance of resident and migratory species, 

 including shorebirds, waterfowl, raptors, and smaller birds. 

Bring binoculars if you have them. 
 

The outing will end with beverage and snack at historic Cammidge House. 

Meet: Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional Park, Delta 

Info: 604 940 9296 or tom.bearss@dccnet.com 

Hosts: Delta Nature:  No charge for events; voluntary donation for snacks 

 

  

mailto:tom.bearss@dccnet.com


LANGLEY FIELD NATURALISTS 

 
Our meetings are on the third Thursday of the month, except July and August, at 7:15 pm at the 
Langley Music School, 4899 207 St., Langley. A brief business session is followed by the evening 
program and refreshments. 

 

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 21ST 
BC SPECIES AT RISK - DOWN THE RABBIT HOLE 
Speaker Fred Bunnell 
A look at ecological and legislative reasons why BC has so many species at risk. Points are illustrated 
by looking at the fate of the first four species legally designated as endangered in the province (in 
1980). The rabbit hole lurks because in the Wonderland of BC these are still the only species legally 
designated as endangered.  

 

Field Trips 

Please call to let the leader know to expect you. 
The walks are generally about two to three hours long 

and are open to all Naturalist Clubs & members of the 
public (adults & children, but no pets please). 

Please dress for the weather and bring water, binoculars 
and a snack (plus bug spray in summer). 

Note these walks are weather dependent so if the 

weather is bad and no calls are received then the 

leader will not show up. 

 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 8TH 

POINT ROBERTS 

Leader: Gareth Pugh 

Time: 9:00 am at Lighthouse Park 

Bring lunch, snacks and refreshments and, of course, your passports 

To register and info: 604-576-6831 

 

 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 29TH 

GOLDEN EARS PROVINCIAL PARK: FALL FUNGI, MUSHROOMS AND MORE 

Leader: Al Grass 

Time: 9:30 am in the Park Entrance Parking lot (just past the goat) 

Bring lunch as we will finish at the Alouette Lake Day use area 

To register and info: 604-538-8774  



NATURE VANCOUVER 

Important Birding Spots in Metro Vancouver 

Click on Important Birding Spots in Metro Vancouver Area for a list of 31 sites and directions on how to 

get there. 

 Birds Special to Metro Vancouver 

Click on Avian Specialties for a list of birds special to Vancouver Area and places to find them. 

http://www.naturevancouver.ca/ 

 

Iona Birding – Tuesday, September 5, 4:00 PM . Meet the leader Thomas Plath (cell 778 928-9206) at Iona Island 

Regional Park parking lot at 4 PM for an evening of viewing migrant song and shorebirds. 

Birders' Nights  

The evening programs of the Birding Section are held on the first Thursday of each month from September to May at 

7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall of St. Mary's (Kerrisdale) Anglican Church, 2490 West 37th Avenue (at Larch 

Street), Vancouver. The programs start with introductions and items of general interest. The main presentation begins 

after a short break for light refreshments. These programs are open to the public and members are encouraged to invite 

their friends. For more information and suggestions for future programs please contact the Program Co-ordinator Jude 

Grass at 604-538-8774. 

Thursday, September 7:  Birds and Conservation in Colombia 

Michael Feller 

Colombia is one of the world's most biodiverse countries, 

having more bird species than any other country on 

earth. This talk will illustrate some of these species in 
relation to the environments in which they are found. It 

will also discuss the threats to these birds and 
conservation efforts being undertaken to protect them. 

Michael Feller is a forest ecologist who is a professor 

emeritus in the Department of Forest and Conservation 

Sciences at UBC. His talk is based on recent and 
past trips to Colombia. 

 

 

Cedar Waxwing     Terrance Carr  

http://naturevancouver.ca/Birding_Birding_Sites
http://naturevancouver.ca/avian_specialties
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/
mailto:tomplath@telus.net
tel:778%20928-9206
mailto:judegrass@shaw.ca
mailto:judegrass@shaw.ca
http://naturevancouver.ca/node/2912


Save Hawthorne Park Initiative 

 

Surrey’s “Save Hawthorne Park” citizen group will 
host a rally to represent the thousands of residents 
opposing Surrey’s plans to remove park dedications 
through a loophole in provincial legislation. 

World-renowned environmentalist Dr. David Suzuki 
will be the rally’s feature guest, and will speak to 
the importance of environmental rights, as well as 
Surrey Council’s failure to live up to its 
commitments to the Blue Dot movement.  

• Saturday, Sept. 16, 12 – 2:30 p.m.  

• Surrey City Hall Plaza, 13450 104th Avenue, Surrey, BC V3T 1V8  

This event is being held on the traditional, ancestral and unceded Coast Salish territory. 

• “Rally to Save Surrey Parks,”  to stop the threat to Hawthorne Park today and protect all Surrey Parks 
tomorrow and to Force Surrey Council to honour their commitment to the David Suzuki Foundation’s Blue Dot 
movement.  

Push back against Surrey Council’s abuse of power 
and the Alternative Approval Process. Surrey’s Blue 
Dot declaration states that “all people have the 
right to live in a healthy environment, including the 
right to participate in government decisions that 
will affect the environment.” Council also pledged 
to “ensure infrastructure and development projects 
protect the environment.” 

The Alternative Approval Process being used in 
Hawthorne Park is contrary to Council’s  

commitment to the environment and to the people 
of Surrey.  

This rally embodies Surrey citizens’ right to a 
transparent, public decision making process on 
matters relating to a healthy environment.  

For more information, please visit Save Hawthorne 
Park on Facebook and/or contact Steven Pettigrew,  
Campaign Coordinator – 604-582-8511 

 

Dr. David Suzuki, co-founder of the David Suzuki 
Foundation, is an award-winning scientist, 
environmentalist and broadcaster. 

 He is renowned for his radio and television 
programs that explain the complexities of the 
natural sciences in a compelling, easily understood 
way.  

He was elected to the Royal Society of Canada and 
is a Companion of the Order of Canada. Dr. Suzuki 
has written 52 books, including 19 for children. 

 Dr. Suzuki’s national television career spans five 
decades. He has won four Gemini Awards as best 

host of different Canadian television series. Dr. 
Suzuki is also recognized as a world leader in 
sustainable ecology. 

 He is the recipient of UNESCO's Kalinga Prize for 
Science, the United Nations Environment Program 
Medal, UNEPs Global 500 and in 2009 won the 
Right Livelihood Award that is considered the 
Alternative Nobel Prize. 

The Blue Dot movement is a campaign to support 

the groundswell of Canadians who want meaningful 

action to protect the people and places they love 

by recognizing the right to a healthy environment.  



CORRESPONDENCE 
 

August 1, 2017, from Melissa Hafting, on How to Get Good at Bird Identification: 

 

“As I run the BC Rare Bird Alert, I am always inundated 

with identification requests. I enjoy helping people as it 

keeps my ID skills sharp and it's rewarding to help ease 

people's confusion. Yet it is ideal if people can also help 

themselves by trying to identify the bird first right from 

the first moment they see it in the field. If I simply ID 

the bird for them over and over am I really helping or 

hindering them? I am always eager to help people but 

just providing the answer (even with explaining the 

reasons why I came to that conclusion) is not truly 

beneficial for those who really want to learn Bird ID, 

unless of course one is totally stumped after trying to 

resolve the matter themselves. 

When I am identifying bird photos sent to me, I must ID 

the bird from one static photo. This can be tougher but 

in other ways easier, as I'll explain. When I go to 

identify a photo that people send me I usually have 

much more time than the person in the field who took 

the photo. I can zoom in here and there and see fine 

details you couldn't possibly see in the field in the few 

brief seconds it was present in front of you. 

 

Sometimes birds are present in the field for much 

longer, giving excellent identification views but usually 

this is not the case. The negatives to identifying a bird 

from a photo is that I usually only get one angle or the 

bird is posed in some weird unnatural position. 

Sometimes people are kind and send me a series of 

images but most of the time it is a one shot deal, 

especially if it is a rarity. Sometimes you simply get one 

chance to snap that photo before the bird is gone. 

 

I will give you some tips I use to identify birds from 

photographs and birds in the field that I hope will help 

you in your identification processes. Some points I will 

repeat a few times exacerbating their importance. I do 

not recommend the use of a bird identification app like 

Merlin. It is just not accurate enough. I've tested it out 

and it got too many birds wrong. It is really only semi-

reliable for very common birds and will teach you to rely 

on the app to figure things out rather than yourself.” 

 

For the rest of Melissa’s comprehensive article including tips and recommendations on species tailored-specific books, go 

to http://daretobird.blogspot.ca/2017/08/how-to-get-good-at-bird-identification.html  

Also: http://daretobird.blogspot.ca/2017/08/stint-identification.html 

Melissa’s blog, including the BC Rare Bird Alert Blog and tutorials, is http://daretobird.blogspot.ca/ 

 

 

Northern Harrier                DNS photo  

http://bcbirdalert.blogspot.ca/
http://daretobird.blogspot.ca/2017/08/how-to-get-good-at-bird-identification.html
http://daretobird.blogspot.ca/2017/08/stint-identification.html
http://daretobird.blogspot.ca/


August-18-17 11:02 AM 

 

Re: Presentations and Tours Available 

Hello, 

 

My name is Hannah and I am with the Northern Spotted Owl Breeding Program. I had the pleasure of meeting 

many of your members at the Richmond Raptor Festival this past weekend. I am following up a request from 

your members for more information about the presentations and tours we provide. 

 

The presentation we give is typically an hour long and talks about the natural history of the Northern Spotted 

Owl, why it is endangered, and what we are doing at the Breeding Program to save the species from 

extirpation from Canada. We usually charge a stipend to cover our time and mileage. 

We provide tours of our facility near Fort Langley by appointment. Tours are two hours long and include a run-

through of what we do at the Breeding Centre. There is also an opportunity to take photos of our retired male, 

Skye. Tours for the public are held on Saturdays and we ask for a minimum donation of $25/adult and 

$15/student. We can also accommodate private tours for groups, which can be held on different days of the 

week if Saturdays don't work for you. 

We are currently booking presentations and tours for October and November. If you are interested in either of 

these options or have any other questions about what we do, please don't hesitate to ask!  

 Cheers, 

 Hannah Tench 

Senior Spotted Owl Intern 

nsobreedingprogram@gmail.com 

 

  

facebook.com/nsobreedingprogram 

604-371-4434 

Donate! www.canadahelps.org/dn/1328 

 

  

mailto:nsobreedingprogram@gmail.com
http://facebook.com/nsobreedingprogram
tel:(604)%20371-4434
http://www.canadahelps.org/dn/1328
http://www.canadahelps.org/dn/1328


DNS Executive  

Bearss, Tom     President Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com 
Perrin, Elizabeth     Vice President 
Den Dikken, Anita    Secretary and BCN 
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer/Membership  
McVittie, Chris     Director at Large  
 
DNS Support Volunteers  
 
Belless, Armene    Social Committee    
Borrie, Ken      Web Manager 
Carr, Terrance     Display Coordinator  
Coutts, Audrey     Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com  
Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS Historian/Speaker Posters 
Martin, Marylile     Assistant Display Coordinator 
Melville-Roberts, Jennifer   Social Committee  
Rennie, Paul      Audio Visual Support 
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com  
Stewart, Alan     Audio Visual Support 
Williamson, Joanne     Social Committee  

 
Delta Nats’ website: https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
Useful Phone Numbers:  
 
Wild Life Rescue       604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services      604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)      604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary     604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)     604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report            1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE     604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust     604-940-3392  
Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca 
 
 
INTERESTING LINKS  
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:  http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 

Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:   http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 

Boundary Bay Park Association https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar/ 

Note: Rochelle Farquhar designed the Birds on the Bay poster  

mailto:Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com
mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
mailto:Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://naturevancouver.ca/
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar/


THE LAST PAGE 

‘He wants us to help’: Loon tangled in fishing gear seeks rescue from Alberta campers’.

        

The loon allows Don Gibson to pat its head. Courtesy Don Gibson       Handout/CP  

 

Don Gibson helps a loon entangled in a fishing line on Fish Lake near Nordegg, Alberta. "He knew exactly 

what he was doing'" Gibson said.  

By Tim Cook 

NORDEGG, Alta. — Don Gibson was standing with his 

family on a dock in Fish Lake Provincial Park west-

central Alberta last weekend when he noticed a normally 
standoffish loon — one of a group of five that call the 

lake home — swimming toward them. 

“I said, ‘There’s no way that’s a real loon because they 

don’t come that close,”’ Gibson recalled Friday from his 
home in Sundre, northwest of Calgary. 

“I said, ‘Somebody’s out in the woods playing a trick on 

us. They’ve got a remote-control bird or something.”’ 

But as the loon got closer, Gibson could tell it needed 

help. 

A piece of fishing gear with wire leaders and multiple 

hooks, often referred to as a pickerel rig, had become 
tangled around the bird’s bill, neck and leg. 

Loons are sleek and rely on their diving ability to catch 
fish, frogs and other water creatures. Seeing the way 

this one was tangled, it was clear to Gibson that it 
couldn’t hunt. 

The bird kept looking up at the campers on the dock and 
moved to a shallow area along the shore. 

“This one just knew he only had another day and he was 

going to die. He was just right pooped I think.” 

Gibson turned to his 12-year-old son. “I said, ‘We’ve got 

to go over there. This thing just sent us a sign that he’s 
in distress and he wants us to help him.”’ 

Gibson was leery about the loon’s sharp beak, but the 
bird lowered its head and allowed him to give it a stroke. 

“When he allowed me to pat his head, I said, ‘That’s it. I 

am taking my shoes off and I’m going in and I am 

going to help this guy, because he was obviously 

not afraid of me.”’ 

Gibson’s wife enlisted the help of a park attendant 

who had some scissors and they started cutting 

away the tackle. A hook caught in the back of the 

bird’s neck came out easily. Gibson then picked up 

the bird and unwound the line that was wrapped 

three or four times around its leg. 

By then, a fairly large crowd had gathered to watch 

the rescue. 

Gibson put the freed bird back in the water.  



As it swam out from shore to rejoin its buddies, it turned 

back, lifted itself up in the water and gave a flap of its 
wings as if to say thank you, he said. 

Everyone cheered. 

“You couldn’t write a fiction novel so perfect.” 

Gibson said he saw the five loons feeding on minnows in 

the lake the next day, so he figures everything worked 
out fine. 

 “I wouldn’t believe it if I didn’t see it myself. He knew 

exactly what he was doing. It was incredible. 

 

 

 

         Don Gibson and the loon. Courtesy Don Gibson  
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