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The last meeting before the summer break is on Tuesday, June 6th, at 7:30 PM, at Benediction
Lutheran Church, 6th Avenue and 56th Street in Tsawwassen. Plenty of parking spaces outside, and
refreshments and friendly people inside!
Mark your calendars for our Fall programmes:
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue
Tue

June 6th 7:30 PM
September 5, 7:30 PM
October 3, 7:30 PM
November 7, 7:30 PM
December 5, 7:30 PM

Presentations by Members
Diane & David Reesor – Birds of Madagascar
Ken Hall – “Water in the Desert”
South Coast Bat Conservation Society
Anne Murray: “Life on the Edge – seabird colonies in Iceland, Peru
and England”.

COMMEMORATING CANADA’S 150 YEARS!

David Hoar

HAVE A HAPPY SUMMER EVERYONE!

Poster by Geof Hacker

COMING EVENTS
DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING OUTINGS
Schedule is tentative. Check for updates: https://dncb.wordpress.com/deltanaturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb
Wed Jun 7:
Wed Jun 14:
Wed Jun 21:

Pitt Lake
Birds on the Bay
Maplewood or Pender
Island
Campbell Valley
Surrey Bend/Tynehead
Regional
Bowen Island (10:05
AM ferry)
Victoria (8:00 AM
ferry)

Wed Jun 28:
Wed Jul 5:
Wed Jul 12:
Wed Jul 19:

Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed
Wed

Jul 26:
Aug 2:
Aug 9:
Aug 16:
Aug 23
Aug 30
Sep 06:
Sep 13:
Sep 20:
Sep 27:

TBA
Manning Park
Island 22 (Chilliwack)
Cypress Mountain
Iona
TBA
Mt. Baker
Birds On The Bay
TBA
TBA

Delta Nats Displays 2017
**Please let Terry Carr know if you can help with any of these great events**
Sun June 18
Sun August 13
Sat August 19
Sat September 9

Father's Day Pancake Breakfast, Centennial beach
Raptor Festival, Terra Nova Park
Starry Night, Deas Island
Day at the Farm, Westham Island

9:00 - 12:00
11:00 - 4:00
7:30 - 10:00
10:00 - 4:00

BBPA CAR BOOT SALES 2017
Help needed – see Tom or Elizabeth to sign up for shifts
Sat June 10 & 24 8:30 - 12:00
Sat July 8 & 22
8:30 - 12:00

Sat Aug 12 & 26 8:30 – 12:00
Sat Sep 9
8:30 – 12:00

For more information on Boundary Bay Park Association activities, go to
https://boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/event-calendar/

SWALLOW BOX ACTIVITY
Chris McVittie’s May 23rd report on 50 swallow boxes installed by the Delta Nats in Boundary Bay Regional Park
is encouraging. Here are the highlights and some of his photos.

1. Activity in new boxes is light
12 along dyke - 1 swallow nest 5 eggs, 3 nests partially built, 8 empty
5 in interior along fence: 1 swallow nest 3 eggs, 1 being fought over Sparrow and Swallow, 3
empty.
2 behind pump house inside: 1 swallow nest 4 eggs, 1 empty.
2. One box, 107, that was Tree Swallow was taken over by Sparrows. Result: 1 dead Swallow.
Something similar might happen at 103. Swallow nest observed last week, house sparrow in and
out on Saturday.
3 Two boxes by raptor trail, 26 and 27, both have Swallows in with eggs
4 Use of endoscope without ladder makes it easier on nest checker AKA "Swallow Whisperer”
5 Checking boxes takes quite a while as many people, (a dozen), were interested in finding out
about the project. Conversations were quite long.

Delta Nats members have installed approximately 120 bird boxes!

Lazuli Bunting

Pascale Charland

Mallard Family

Brian Avent

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING WALK
A ‘BIRDS ON THE BAY’ EVENT
Wednesday, June 14, 2017
Boundary Bay Regional Park 9:00am - noon
Join Tom Bearss and his informal birdwatchers for a 2 1/2 hour amble
Enjoy the abundance of resident and migratory species, including
shorebirds, waterfowl, raptors, and smaller birds.
Bring binoculars if you have them.
Bring your lunch to end the outing together at the park picnic shelter.
Meet: Cammidge House in boundary Bay Regional Park, Delta
Info: 604 940 9296 or tom.bearss@dccnet.com
Hosts: Delta Nature: No charge for event.

SAVE THE DATE!
The DNS 2017 Garden Party will be on Saturday, June 24th, starting at 5pm
See THE LAST PAGE for details

CORRESPONDENCE
Here’s a great summary article about 6 important reasons to stop Kinder Morgan by Sarama.
http://www.coastclarion.ca/the-six-bombs-how-kinder-morgans-trans-mountain-project-threatensyou-your-children-and-your-childrens-children/
Sarama is a really great film maker. I highly recommend the 13 minute preview of his upcoming film
“This Living Salish Sea”. It’s so beautiful!

http://livingsalishsea.ca/wp/

http://walk4salishsea.ca/

Pass it on,
Jim Ronback

Cliff Swallow nests

Terrance Carr

Swallowtail

Terrance Carr

REPORT - BC NATURE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
By Anita den Dikken, BC Nature Club Director

TRAVELS TO A SMALL TOWN - LILLOOET, B. C.
Lillooet! The quintessential B. C. small town
nestled between the Coast Mountains to the west,
and the Fraser River to the east. This is a friendly
place, the kind where the neighbours know each
other, and call greetings to strangers like me who
are walking by. A town where the main street has
the mandatory Canadian Chinese restaurant with
dishes like chicken chop suey for under $10. A
town with contrasting scenery of snow covered
mountains to the west, and semi-arid vegetation to
the east. A hotel where the Native staff is friendly
and happy to give directions.
There are two routes to get here. One is the
Fraser Canyon Highway - Highway 12. The other is
through Pemberton and the Duffy Lake Road.
Luckily I chose the Canyon route as later I learned,
there were slides blocking the Duffy Lake Road.
I drove up on Thursday May 4th, and arrived just in
time to participate in the Directors' meeting.
Fortunately that meeting included some absolutely
delicious foods - organic turkey, organic salads, and
wow desserts. Evidently, excellent cuisine is part
of the local culture, as are farms with organic
produce.
In the Directors' meeting, I learned that Canada is
committed to protecting 17% of our land mass and
10% of our coastal and marine environments by
2020. Alan Burger, current BC Nature President,
informed us of funding available to local clubs for
special projects. He spoke of the relationship
between BC Nature and the Environmental Law
Centre (ELC) of UVic. As you may know, Nature
BC and Nature Canada were involved with the ELC
as well as with other groups in the Federal Court
litigation regarding Northern Gateway. Enbridge
was defeated.
The 2017 fall general meeting will be in Vernon;
the 2018 AGM will be in Vancouver, and the 2019
meeting in Duncan. There was more but space
precludes further reporting.
Friday was organized into 13 separate field trips. I
chose the one entitled Wildflowers/St'at'imc plants.
This trip was lead by Odin Scholz who is the local

Restoration Ecologist for the Bridge River Band.
Odin demonstrated a vast knowledge of local
wildflowers as well as a real love for his job. Under
his expert guidance we "saw" a variety of plants
which might otherwise have gone unnoticed (some
flowering plants were very tiny). Candice Jack
educated us on the uses of some of these plants.
An interesting one was Indian Consumption plant
which, when rubbed on the skin, is a natural
mosquito repellant. I tried it and can attest to its
effectiveness. And, yes, the mosquitoes were out
and about. Another interesting plant of which I
saw hundreds on the drive to Lillooet was the large
Saskatoon berry bushes. A beautiful daisy-like
yellow flower which was also in abundance on the
way up was the balsam root. The only wildlife
which we saw on this day trip, besides many birds,
was a rather long garter snake who, despite my
protests, suffered the indignity of being help up by
his hind end so that he could be photographed.
He was released safely, but with a blow to his
dignity.
There were 155 B. C. Nature members in
attendance over the 2 1/2 days of the AGM. The
whole town must have known of our presence as it
made front page news in their local newspaper.
Now, what would you like to know about the official
meetings? The various committees of B. C. Nature
submitted their annual reports. These included the
Communication Committee, the Education
Committee, and the Conservation Committee. I
volunteered to join the Conservation Committee
and am already embroiled in communications
regarding our future directions. With the NDPGreen coalition, we may see great changes. Tom
did send the summary of the 2017 AGM "CANYON
TO ALPINE" to the e-mail list on or about May 4th
so you may refer to this.
Amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws to
ensure compliance with the new BC Society Act
were discussed and voted on. There was also a
resolution and motion to raise BCN dues by $2 per
membership effective January 2018. The motion
was carried. Other resolutions put forward by

some BC Nature clubs were discussed. The more
notable ones were:
 that BC Nature request the Ministry of
Transportation to ensure that no highway brushing
be carried out during the peak breeding bird
season in B. C. to comply with the Migratory Birds
Convention Act and the BC Wildlife Act
 that BC Nature request the provincial
government to enact effective provincial legislation
to protect fossils within BC
 that BC Nature request the Ministry of the
Environment to enact legislation re the responsible
use of un-encapsulated polystrene used as flotation
in marinas, et. al.
 that B. C. Nature, on a case-by-case basis,
support actions, policies, et. al. to promote the
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions
 that the B. C. Government reinstate
passenger rail service between Vancouver - Lillooet
- Prince George



area experience a lack of suitable trees for
maternal retreats in which to give birth and
raise their young. In response to this
apparent lack, his group designed and made
structures which they thought might be
suitable for fisher females to give birth in,
and raise their young. This biologist
advised us to Google fisher videos. In fact,
some engaging and interesting videos of
biologists investigating these fisheries
habitats provided entertainment for those of
us present.
Rick Weir - Wolverines in the South Coast
Mountain Ranges - Wolverines, too, are
members of the weasel family. This family
also includes badgers, martens, river otters,
as well as fishers. Wolverines are of special
concern to COSEWIC; they tend to live in
isolated areas including the Bridge River
watershed. They have a low reproductive
rate.

One that failed to capture assent was the resolution
to halt the aerial shooting of grey wolves in the aim
of survival of the woodland caribou. Some of those
present raised objections to the wording of the
"whereas" portions of the resolution" and not to the
resolution itself.

As an aside, there are 14 species of bats in the
Lillooet area. These flying mammals are truly
interesting creatures...

The appointment of Virginia Rasch as VicePresident was approved, as were the appointments
of Vivian Birch-Jones and Susan Thorne in the
shared position of Secretary. Vivian Birch-Jones is
the President of the Lillooet Naturalists club.
Virginia is in the Kootenays, and will be poised to
become President of BC Nature in 2018. The terms
of BC Nature are for two years. Alan Burger, from
Merritt, our current President, will become Past
President in 2018.

In summary, for me, this was a most interesting
gathering. I found the interplay within the group
during the Resolutions phase fascinating as well as
the information imparted by the biologists during
their presentations.

Speakers: Evening and morning speakers were also
on the agenda. The ones which I found most
interesting were as follows:




Jared Follows - Grasslands - Whispers In
The Wind - BC has 17 bio-geoclimatic zones
and as a province comprises 95 million
hectares. There are 7 BEC zones within 30
km. of Lillooet so this is a significant area.
The largest park area in B. C. hosts the
fewest species.
Larry Davies - Fishers. Fishers are the
smallest of the weasel family species. His
group surmised that fishers in the Lillooet

If you have questions on any of this, please e-mail
me and I will attempt to provide you with answers.

Anita den Dikken
Editor’s note:
The BC Nature 2017 AGM Report showcases the
immense range of activities of the 53 member
clubs, as well as specific initiatives on nature and
environmental issues in B.C.
A Project Report on Port Metro Vancouver

Roberts Bank Terminal 2 (RB2) - Submitted by
Roger Emsley, will be of particular interest to
the Delta Nats.
To read a copy of the BC Nature Report to the
independent review panel follow the link to:
http://www.ceaa.gc.ca/050/documents/p80054/116
088E.pdf

RECOMMENDED READING
Best Places to Bird in British Columbia

This is a companion to their 2012 book, Birdfinding
in British Columbia

Authors: Biologists Richard Cannings and his son,
Russell Cannings.
Published by Greystone Books
https://greystonebooks.com/products/best-placesto-bird-in-british-columbia
The book includes a collection of personal
anecdotes, useful notes for birdwatchers, and
beautiful photographs.

From Best Places to Bird in British Columbia

DID YOU KNOW?

The Delta Nats’ are on Facebook! It was launched in January, and it is impressive! Outstanding
content, superb photographs and videos, information on Nats’ activities and programmes, plus items
of interest. Oh, and did I mention the superb photography?
Our thanks to Chris McVittie and Jim Kneesch for creating one of the most interesting FB pages
available! Well done.
Check it out: https://www.facebook.com/DeltaNats/
BCIT’s School of Construction and the Environment provides Canada’s premier environmental and
restoration related programs: Fish, Wildlife and Recreation, and Forest and Natural Areas
Management, and a Bachelor’s Degree in Ecological Restoration.
http://www.bcit.ca/study/programs/8040bsc?gclid=CMnD5qeVoNQCFUGTfgodOz4GVw

Delta Nats Burnaby Lake Birders -

Roger Meyer

Plan to join us in 2018 when Bird Week coincides with the International Ornithological Congress in
Vancouver from 19 to 26 August. We are already planning an exciting week of all-things-birds for people from
around the world.

In the meantime, why not challenge yourself to see 150 birds by July 1st for Canada's 150th birthday!

NATURE VANCOUVER
Important Birding Spots in Metro Vancouver

Click on Important Birding Spots in Metro Vancouver Area for a list of 31 sites and directions on how to
get there.
Birds Special to Metro Vancouver

Click on Avian Specialties for a list of birds special to Vancouver Area and places to find them.
http://www.naturevancouver.ca/

SOUTH DELTA GARDEN CLUB
In partnership with the Rotary Club of Tsawwassen

GARDEN TOUR 2017
Sunday June 25th
10 am - 4 pm

Ten Private and Distinct Gardens
in Ladner and Tsawwassen

Tickets available May 12th
South Delta Locations:
Harris Nurseryland
Sunnyside Nurseries
West Coast Seeds
(Cash Only Please)

Get all the dirt at
www.southdeltagardenclub.com

$15 Advance Purchase
$20 day of Tour*
(*Sunnyside Location Only)

LANGLEY FIELD NATURALISTS

FIELD TRIPS, June 2017
Wednesday Evening Summer Walks. Please Note: anyone wishing to carpool should phone in to make
arrangements beforehand, otherwise please meet at the designated meeting place.

Please call to let the leader know to expect you. The walks are generally about two to three hours
long and are open to all Naturalist Clubs & members of the public (adults & children, but no pets please).
Please dress for the weather and bring water, binoculars and a snack (plus bug spray in summer).

Note these walks are weather dependent so if the weather is bad and no calls are
received then the leader will not show up.
Saturday, June 10th
Campbell Valley Regional Park
9:00 am at 16th Avenue parking lot
Leader: Bob Puls
For info and to register: 604-856-7534

Saturday, June 24th
Irene Pearce Trail
9:00 am the parking lot on 224th at 5th Avenue
Leader: Anthea Farr
For info and to register: 604-576-7731

Wednesday June 28th
George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary – Delta
9:00am at Reifel
Leader: Al Grass
For info and to register: 604-538-8774

Olive-sided Kingfisher T. Carr

Wilson’s Warbler

Pat Smart

Tree Swallow

Pat Smart

World Nature Night – Stunning
South Africa
…is presented on June 9th, 7pm at Kwomais
Point Park, Sanford Hall, 1367 128th St in
South Surrey.
South Africa is quite simply gorgeous, and
boasts 143 regionally endemic bird species,
unrivalled wildlife viewing, breathtaking
geography and a rich botanical heritage.
We will tour this most southern and diverse
country from the north-eastern bushveld and
acacia savannah to southern tropical dune
forests, Zululand game reserves, the Indian

and Atlantic sea coasts and west to the Cape
Peninsula. From the Cape of Good Hope and
Table Mountain fynbos habitat, we’ll travel
north thru rolling grasslands to the Namibian
border and Karoo desert of Bushman land in
our quest to view nature. We’ll wrap up the
evening with Kruger National Park, a two
million hectare lowveld and one of the world’s
most famous reserves to view wildlife we only
dream of!
Join us for an enjoyable evening of unique
flora and fauna photos, refreshments will be
served. Register with Sarah, email:
register@birdsonthebay.ca or call 604-5363552 to leave a message with your name and
the event.

Marine Creatures and Eelgrass…is presented on Saturday, June 10, 10am – 1:30pm at Kwomais
Point Park, Sanford Hall, 1367 128th St. in south Surrey.
Learn about the marine creatures and importance of eelgrass habitat on our local beaches with a photo
presentation followed by an interpretive walk down 1001 Steps to the beach. (must be able to do 300 steps
down then back up). Dress for the weather, wear appropriate footwear and bring water and a lunch. All
welcome, no registration required.

World Ocean Day – Celebrate our World Ocean June 11, 10 – 2pm at Crescent Beach and
Blackie Spit, south Surrey.
Drop by our activity tents along the promenade and in the park to learn how to take care of this
sensitive area! Check out fun activities - make an eagle mask and scope the bay at Sullivan Point,
touch marine creatures with the Beach Hero Interpreters and connect with the SNAP team at Blackie
Spit Park, visit Birds Studies Canada at the entrance to Blackie Spit – keep walking there is more to
discover and enter
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society
www.birdsonthebay.ca
www.bcnature.ca

CORRESPONDENCE

From: Margo Elfert [mailto:margoe@telus.net]
Sent: May-31-17 2:14 PM
To: Tom Bearss <tom.bearss <tom.bearss@dccnet.com>
Subject: Bio Blitz
Hi Tom,
Thanks so much for the time you spent with me on Centennial Beach. It was very informative, and all
I needed for Anna from the Bio Blitz group.
To come on the Blitz, you have to register for the Event Brite event. This is the link:
https://goo.gl/AYO8gn
Please share it with your group. The Blitz will start at 2:30 so we have the tide coming in. I was
thinking of a bit later, but Anna pointed out we shouldn't interfere with Sunday supper. This way we
will be done by 4:00.
Let me know if you need any more information. I expect it will be just like a lot of your nature walks,
except with the added iNaturalist (which I will learn about next week.)
I think we will make a great team!
Thanks again for all your help,
Margo

DNS Executive
Bearss, Tom
Perrin, Elizabeth
Den Dikken, Anita
Kneesch, Jim
McVittie, Chris

President Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com
Vice President
Secretary and BCN
Treasurer/Membership
Director at Large

DNS Support Volunteers
Belless, Armene
Borrie, Ken
Carr, Terrance
Coutts, Audrey
Fuller, Valerie
Hacker, Geof
Martin, Marylile
Jennifer Melville-Roberts
Rennie, Paul
Ronback, James
Stewart, Alan

Social Committee
Web Manager
Display Coordinator
Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com
Publicity
DNS Historian/Speaker Posters
Assistant Display Coordinator
Social Committee
Audio Visual Support
Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com
Audio Visual Support

Williamson, Joanne

Social Committee

Delta Nats’ website: https://dncb.wordpress.com/
Useful Phone Numbers:
Wild Life Rescue
Canadian Wildlife Services
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)
Wildlife Violation Report
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust
Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca
INTERESTING LINKS
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society:

604-526-7275
604-666-0143
604-737-3074
604-946-6980
604-946-3171
1-800-663-9453
604-666-3500
604-940-3392

http://www.deltafarmland.ca/

http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/

Note: Rochelle Farquhar designed the Birds on the Bay poster

THE LAST PAGE

Garden Party/Pot Luck Supper
Saturday, June 24, 2017
5:00 to 8:30 pm, Chris McVittie and Marlene Mark's
415 Shannon Way, Tsawwassen
Please mark the date!
Look for signup sheets for the food (at Delta Nats meetings and birders
outings)
or RSVP via email with your planned potluck offering and # of people to
Jennifer Melville-Roberts, pamjen@eastlink.ca.

Things to bring:
 your appy, entree or dessert to share
 BYOB - bring your own beverage (we'll have coffee and tea)
 your own plate, cutlery and glass or mug
 lawn chair(s)
 $10 gift in plain brown bag for the Dutch auction
For more information: Jennifer Melville-Roberts or Armene Belless.

