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Anne Murray - 

Australia - Wild, Hot, and Birdy 

 

My slide show will look at all aspects of nature, 

including birds, marsupials, reptiles and plants, 

from different regions of Australia, based on my 

travels there on numerous occasions over the last 

33 years. 

Anne has had a life-long interest in birds, 

nature, history and different cultures.  Born 

and educated in England, where she received 

her BSc (physics and geology), she has taught 

mathematics and science to every age group.  

She took up writing about nature, ecological 

history and conservation in 2004.  She has 

lived in Papua New Guinea, Thailand, and 

Alberta, and for the last two decades, in 

Tsawwassen, British Columbia. 

Anne volunteers with a number of non-profit 

organizations including Bird Studies Canada 

(Board Secretary), the Delta Farmland and 

Wildlife Trust (Board member), the Delta 

Naturalists’ Society, and BC Nature (the 

Federation of BC Naturalists), of which she is a 

past-President and currently the BC Important 

Bird Areas liaison member.  She is a past-

trustee of the Delta Museum and Archives.  

Among other awards, she was a recipient of 

the Queen’s Golden Jubilee medal for nature 

conservation, BC Nature’s Elton Anderson 

Award, and Nature Vancouver’s John Davidson 

Award for Conservation. 

https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://goo.gl/D2azbK


Next Meeting – Tuesday, April 4th:  

 
DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING OUTINGS 

 
Schedule is tentative. Check for updates: https://dncb.wordpress.com/delta-
naturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb 
 
Wed Mar  8: Birds on the Bay in Boundary Bay Regional Park 
 
Tue Mar 14: Serpentine Fen 
 
Tue Mar 21: UBC’s Botanical Garden 
 
Tue Mar 28: Brunswick Point 
 
Wed Apr  5: TBA 
 
Wed Apr 12: TBA 
 
 
Responsible Owling  
 
Thu Feb 23, 2017 1:45 pm (PST). Posted by:  
birder91  
 
Hi Everyone,  
 
There has been a lot of hot debate recently 
fueled by some Barn Owl fatalities and human-
owl interactions. 43 Barn Owls have been 
found dead this year as reported to OWL. This 
doesn’t count all the mortalities or the birds 
being rehabbed so likely the number is quite a 
bit higher.  
Developments, such as the delta port access 
road, increased urbanization in Richmond and 
conversion of farm fields into housing and 
green houses in Delta and Ladner have 
reduced foraging habitat for hawks, falcons 
and owls around Metro Vancouver significantly. 
Impacts from habitat loss from these sources, 
rodenticide poisoning and shooting/relocating 
owls at the airport have all had major impacts 
on Short-eared and Barn Owl populations in 
particular in the Lower Mainland.  

Some of these impacts have been explored by 
Sofi Hindmarch’s research (which can be found 
online).  
We have historically boasted some of the 
largest wintering raptor populations in Canada, 
but many of the nocturnal birds of prey that 
call this area home go under the radar. Their 
declines are often not noted until it’s too late 
(i.e. Western Screech-Owl), but for birds like 
Short-eared and Barn Owls we know the 
declines are occurring yet we seem un-
interested in changing our behaviours.  
Forced into smaller and smaller habitats these 
birds are increasingly sensitive to disturbance. 
At one point chasing a Short-eared or Barn Owl 
may have had little impact on their day and on 
the population as a whole, but with an increase 
in this behaviour, a decline in habitat available, 
and major drops in populations of these owls, 
this is no longer the case.  
  

https://dncb.wordpress.com/delta-naturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb
https://dncb.wordpress.com/delta-naturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb


Here are a few things that you can do as a 
birder or bird photographer that can help the 
owls that we share this city with.  
 
1.Nocturnal Owl surveys – This long-term data 
set helps us track breeding populations over 
many years and pick up declines before it’s too 
late. Sign up for a transect online or start your 
own. 
https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/bcytowl
s/main.jsp 

  
2) Submit your lists to ebird and get out owling 
during the Christmas Bird Count – Drive Ladner 
roads at night and ebird your Owl lists. Adding 
owling hours to your Christmas Bird Count can 
be hugely important. Christmas Bird Count 
data was used to track Declines in Western 
Screech-Owls and increases in Barred Owls to 
help list the former under COSEWIC.  
 
3) Be a responsible observer – This one is big 
and is something that every nature lover 
should do. Some of the places where these 
birds are spending time are some of the last 
available habitat for them and if we chase 
them around continuously we can greatly 
impact their ability to feed and survive the 
winter, a tough time for these birds. Stick to 
the paths at Boundary Bay, Brunswick Point 
and the Sea Island Conservation area, not only 
because it’s the law, but also because if you 
don’t you are trampling feeding habitat and are 
not letting birds feed properly. Over time, 
because there are so many of us, our 
behaviours as observers can have lasting 
impacts. Call a Conservation Officer if you see 
someone harassing wildlife out here and feel 

free to send license plates in so that repeat 
offenders stop pushing the few owls we have 
left around.  
 
4) Push your municipality – Calling in or writing 
to your local MLA or Mayor’s office can have 
more of an impact than you might think. Make 
your voice heard for the owls because they 
cannot speak up for themselves, and as wildlife 
observers and nature lovers and birders and 
listers and twitchers, it’s our responsibility to 
be there for what brings us joy. Expansions at 
YVR are still underway and calling or writing in 
to say why it is important that we don’t level 
the last foraging habitat for owls in that area 
can really help.  
 
We may not all have dedicated our lives to 
studying and conserving owls, but as birders 
and bird photographers we need to work 
together to protect the wildlife that we derive 
joy from. I can tell you 100 times that your 
actions simply observing or photographing an 
owl can impact its day and sometimes its 
survival, but it’s up to you to make the change.  
 
We can all make this change, so take a chance 
make responsible owling your new favourite 
thing!  
 
 
 
Jeremiah Kennedy  
Vancouver, BC         from vanbcbirds 

 

 

 
Langley Field Naturalists 

Saturday - March 11th  
Birds & Bryophytes! - Houston Trail in Derby 
Reach Regional Park  
Leader: Biologist Phil Henderson - 604 888 1571 
Time: 9:00 am to 12:00 noon  

Friday March 17th  
Cheam Lake Wetlands Regional Park - 
Chilliwack  

Time: 9:00 am at Cheam Lake Wetlands 
Regional Park - Chilliwack  
Leader: Al Grass - 604 538 8774 
For map click here  

Saturday March 25th  

Little Campbell River Time 9:00am at 

Semiahmoo Fish and Game Club, 1284 - 184th 

Street, Surrey 

Leader: Al Grass – 604 538 8774  

https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/bcytowls/main.jsp
https://www.birdscanada.org/birdmon/bcytowls/main.jsp
http://www.fvrd.ca/EN/main/parks-recreation/parks-trails/cheam-lake-wetlands-regional-park.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING WALK 

A ‘BIRDS ON THE BAY’ EVENT 

Wednesday, March 8, 2017 

Boundary Bay Regional Park  9:00am – noon 

 

Join Tom Bearss and his informal birdwatchers for a 2 1/2 hour amble 

Enjoy the abundance of resident and migratory species, including 

 shorebirds, waterfowl, raptors, and smaller birds.  

 Bring binoculars if you have them.  

 

The outing will end with beverage and snack at historic Cammidge House. 

Meet: Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional Park, Delta 

Info: 604 940 9296 or tom.bearss@dccnet.com 

Hosts: Delta Nature:  No charge for events; voluntary donation for snacks 

  

mailto:tom.bearss@dccnet.com


COMING EVENTS 
 

Delta Nats Displays 2017 

**Please let Terry Carr know if you can help with any of these great events** 

Sun April 23   Watershed Park Fish Release, North Delta  12-2 

Sun May 14   Mother's Day Tea with the Birds, Cammidge House 12:30-3:30 

Sun June 18   Father's Day Pancake Breakfast, Centennial beach 9-12 

Sun August 13  Raptor Festival, Terra Nova Park    11-4 

Sat August 19  Starry Night, Deas Island     7:30-10 

Sun August 20  Animal Expo, Memorial Park, Ladner   10-3 

Sat September 9  Day at the Farm, Westham Island    10-4 

 

 

 

 

 

Parks Canada 
www.pc.gc.ca 

Skip to content | Skip to institutional links  

Welcome to Parks Canada 

Parks Canada is giving away 

yearly park passes for 2017 in 

celebration of Canada's 150th! 

Pick one up at a Parks or Site 

location or   Click here to order yours   

 

Glacier National Park 

Gulf Islands National Park 

Reserve 

Gwaii Haanas National Park 

Reserve, National Marine 

Conservation Area, and Haida 

Heritage Site 

Kootenay National Park 

Mount Revelstoke National Park 

Pacific Rim National Park 

Reserve 

Yoho National Park 

Fort Langley National Historic 

Site 

Gulf of Georgia Cannery – 

Steveston 

… and many more!

http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/index.aspx#cont
http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/index.aspx#il
https://www.commandesparcs-parksorders.ca/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/ProductDisplay?expDataType=MarketingContent&mpe_id=20009&catalogId=53407&categoryId=216870&productId=524527&expDataUniqueID=46709&evtype=CpgnClick&intv_id=0&langId=-1&storeId=22953&ddkey=http%3AClickInfo&utm_source=parkshome&utm_medium=carousel_en&utm_campaign=C150_admission


 

 

 

Festival News 
2017 Wings Over Water Northwest Birding Festival 

March 10, 11, 12 

Our 2017 keynote speaker, award winning photographer, Paul Bannick, will present a new program 
featuring video, sound, and stories from the field, and stunning images from his new book, Owl: A 
Year in the Lives of North America Owls.  

Saturday, March 11, 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Blaine School Performing Arts Center 975 H Street 
FREE 

http://www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com/ 

 

 

Port to plant eelgrass gardens off Tsawwassen ferry terminal to 
benefit marine life. 

Vancouver Sun, Feb 14, 2017 

http://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/port-to-plant-eelgrass-gardens-off-tsawwassen-ferry-terminal-to-benefit-

marine-life   

http://www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com/
http://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/port-to-plant-eelgrass-gardens-off-tsawwassen-ferry-terminal-to-benefit-marine-life
http://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/port-to-plant-eelgrass-gardens-off-tsawwassen-ferry-terminal-to-benefit-marine-life
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-salish-sea-wildlife-cruise-blaine-washington-tickets-31604153875?aff=affiliate1
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/reifel-bird-sanctuary-field-trip-via-bus-2017-tickets-31607584135?aff=website


        RECREATION AND ENVIRONMENT WORKSHOP - SAVE THE DATE 

 
Join us on March 8 for an important community discussion on the 
future of Surrey’s coastline and how the diverse coastal 
environment and parkland may be impacted from sea level rise 
 
At this meeting we will be focusing on the coastal ecosystems and parks of Mud Bay. Did you 
know that Surrey’s 40 kilometre coastline faces a big challenge as a result of sea level rise, 
which is projected to rise 50 centimetres (1½ feet) over the next 50 years? 
 
Time & location 
 
Date: March 8, 2017 
Location: South Surrey Recreation & Arts Centre, 14601 - 20 Avenue, Surrey 
Time: 5 pm – 8:30 pm (light dinner provided) 

 
Moving toward a Coastal Flood Adaptation Strategy 
  
Surrey’s coast is changing. Our coast can expect more frequent and severe flooding from sea level rise and storm surges. 
About 20% of Surrey’s land base is in the coastal floodplain, and includes Blackie Spit, Elgin Heritage Park and Mud Bay 
Park and Serpentine Wildlife Management Area and other important park and recreation areas. 
 
Surrey is developing a Coastal Flood Adaptation Strategy (CFAS) for our coastal floodplain area in order to prepare our 
coastal communities for the future. The three-year project builds on recent and ongoing work Surrey has undertaken in 
the project area shown on the map on the following page. 

 
Get involved on March 8th  

 
On March 8th, join us for an interactive session on: 

 The CFAS project and your role in it 

 Forecast climate change related causes of increased flooding in the area 

 The different future scenarios the area may have to cope with in coming years 

 Potential approaches to better manage coastal flooding in the future 

The project consulting team will be leading the workshop with City of Surrey project staff. 

 

Tell us you’ll be there! 
 

Please RSVP by March 6th, 2017 to attend at 604-591-4340 or www.surrey.ca/coastal. 
Can’t attend in person? Watch our project website www.surrey.ca/coastal for updates and materials. 
 
For more information please contact Matt Osler at 604-591-4657 or coastal@surrey.ca 
 
 

    
  

mailto:coastal@surrey.ca


s-off-Tsawwassen-ferry-terminal-to-benefit-marine-life 

 

 

 



 

NATURE VANCOUVER 

 Spring Birds / Trout Lake  

Wednesday March 8, 9:30 am to 12:00 pm  

Spring Bird Walk on the trails at Trout Lake in John 

Hendry Park. Beginners welcome. Meet leader, Al Grass, 

at 9:30 am in front of the Community Centre. This is a 

half day event  

 

 Vanier Park Birding  

Thursday March 9, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm  

This is a half day birding walk, covering Vanier Park and 

West to Kitsilano Beach Pool. Leader, Adrian 604-263 

7957. Meet at 9:00 am on the path south of the 

Maritime Museum, Vancouver by the giant Totem Pole. 

Limited street parking available, washrooms. Beginners 

welcome.  

 

Jericho Park Birding  

Saturday March 11, 9:00 am to 12:00 pm  

This is a half day field trip covering the Park. Meet at the 

West entrance N.W. Marine Drive and Discovery Street 

at 9:00 AM. There is limited free parking and public 

transit. The walk is about 3 hours. There are washroom 

stops along the way. Note all my walks to date in 2017 

start at 9:00am. Leader: Adrian 604 263 7957.  

 

Nature Walk along Brunette River  

Sunday March 12, 9:00 am to 2:00 pm  

Join Kelly Sekhon for a nature walk along Central Valley 

Greenway in Burnaby and New Westminster. We will 

look for birds and early signs of spring.  

Meet at 9 am outside the Sperling SkyTrain station on 

the Millenium Line. If you have to drive, then find a 

parking spot at the Burnaby Lake Sports Complex and 

meet the group in front of Bill Copeland Sports Centre 

(3676 Kensington Ave., Burnaby) at around 9:20 am.  

We will walk along the north shore of Burnaby Lake and 

along Brunette River through Hume Park to catch the 

SkyTrain at Braid Street. Map at 

http://naturevancouver.ca/node/2848 

Please bring a lunch, hot drink and transit fare. Difficulty 

Rating A5.  

Please remember to "spring forward" and turn your 

clocks ahead one hour the night before, so you don't get 

left behind. Contact Kelly at kellysekhon@yahoo.com. 

Cell phone 778-979-0558 for last minute updates.  

 

Exploring Indonesian Seas  

Thursday March 9, 7:30 pm  

Unitarian Hewett Centre, 949 49th Avenue W, 

Vancouver, BC  

Speaker: Jennifer Ingram  

 

The Coral Triangle is a geographic term that includes a 

variety of marine environments surrounding the 

Philippines, Malaysia, New Guinea, the Solomon Islands 

and Indonesia, and is recognized as "the global centre of 

marine biodiversity" (Wikipedia). Two small areas of 

Indonesia, Raja Ampat and Bali, were visited by Jennifer 

and her travelling companions. The Raja Ampat Islands 

are remote, located off the Bird's Head Peninsula, West 

Papau, New Guinea. The northwestern area of these 

islands presented an enormous variety of species over 

massive reef systems, a small portion of which were 

explored and photographed. The second area, Bali, is a 

well known and centrally located island with a unique 

culture. Bali revealed different habitats and species from 

those already explored in Raja. Many wonderful images 

were recorded by the divers on this expedition, both 

land and sea. Please join us for an exploration of 

Indonesia from the perspective of Jennifer and her 

diving companions. 

 

The Big WOW: Hiking the Rockwall Trail in 

Kootenay National Park  

Thursday 9 March, 7pm  

Sunrise Community Centre. 1950 Windermere St., 

Vancouver.  

For those who missed the presentation in September of 

the July trip http://naturevancouver.ca/node/2769, 

Daphne Nagorsen and Bill Kinkaid will be doing a shorter 

version of it for the North Shore Hikers on Thursday 9 

March.  

Doors open 7:00 pm, slideshows begin 7:30 pm. 

Refreshments will be served. Bring your mug. Our 

presentation will be the second one in the program.  
  

http://naturevancouver.ca/node/2848
http://naturevancouver.ca/node/2769


From owlrehab: 

owlrehabWe have been seeing many #Barnowls recently that are not doing very well. So far this year we have 

received around 43 barn owls into care and sadly many of them have not made it. Barn owls struggle more 

than other owl species in the winter when they are not able to find sufficient food, #rodenticide use greatly 

affects them as poisoned rodents are easier to catch, and the owls sometimes breed any time there is a warm 

front and prey around, then if there is a cold snap they fail to thrive. 

 

Here is a photo of one day when we had five barn owls that didn't make it.  

Please share to educate about the detrimental effects of rat and mouse #poison on predators. We also 

encourage farm owners to put up nesting boxes to provide shelter, we have boxes available at O.W.L. 

#owlrehab #owlsofinstagram #owlrehabitation #owl #stoppoisoning 

 

 

 

 

                       

      Black-crowned night heron- Brian Avent          House finch – Brian Avent  

https://www.instagram.com/owlrehab/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/barnowls/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/rodenticide/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/poison/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/owlrehab/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/owlsofinstagram/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/owlrehabitation/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/owl/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/stoppoisoning/


Marvelous Monarchs Move Minister McKenna 

Federal Environment and Climate Change Minister Catherine 

McKenna had her mind blown recently. Remarkably, it had 

nothing to do with the political gong show south of the border. 

McKenna was visiting the hilltop monarch butterfly reserves in 

rural Mexico. There she saw millions of monarchs clinging to 

oyamel fir trees in mind-bogglingly dense clusters, surprisingly 

well-camouflaged for such colourful critters. She then wrote a 

heartfelt article calling on people in Canada to act before 

monarchs go the way of passenger pigeons and buffalo. 

Those monarchs travel thousands of kilometres, many from 

summer breeding grounds in Canada that once stretched from 

southern Saskatchewan to the Maritimes. As a child growing 

up in southwestern Ontario, I collected insects. Monarchs were 

abundant everywhere. The mass exodus through Point Pelee 

at summer’s end was mesmerizing. 

That’s changed. Since the 1990s, the eastern monarch 

population has declined by about 90 per cent. More than a 

billion monarchs once made the journey to Mexico. In winter 

2013, that dropped to 35 million. Modest increases since then 

have largely been erased. An intense late-winter storm wiped 

out more than six million monarchs last March and 

unfavourable weather conditions during critical breeding 

periods caused a 27 per cent reduction over the past year. 

Much of the overall decline has been pinned on the eradication 

of milkweed through widespread use of the herbicide 

glyphosate (known as Roundup) in the U.S. Midwest and 

southern Canada. Milkweed is a host plant and the only food 

source for monarch caterpillars. Extreme weather conditions — 

including extended droughts during critical breeding periods 

and severe winter storms in Mexico that topple trees and cause 

mudslides in forests where monarchs overwinter — have 

exacerbated the decline. 

In 2016, scientists estimated the monarch population has up to 

a 57 per cent chance of “quasi-extinction” over the next 20 

years. That means the population could hit levels so low 

recovery is impossible. Others suggest the migration into 

Canada could end. In November, scientists overseeing at-risk 

species in Canada said the government should list the 

monarch butterfly population as endangered. 

So, what’s happening? The minister’s own assessment is 

telling. In her article, she cites only a fledgling citizen science 

project as the most notable progress here since leaders of 

Canada, the U.S. and Mexico began seriously contemplating 

action in 2014. I would add dozens of great local programs, like 

the David Suzuki Foundation’s Homegrown National Park 

Project and Got Milkweed campaign, which have inspired 

people to plant thousands of milkweed and other pollinator-

friendly wildflowers. Municipalities like the City of Markham 

have taken the lead, committing to become more monarch-

friendly by planting milkweed on public lands. Exciting new 

programs like the Butterflyway Project will spur neighbourhood-

scale butterfly- and bee-friendly corridors in five cities this year. 

But municipal and citizen-led programs are not enough. Pre-

eminent monarch advocate Chip Taylor estimates that more 

than a billion milkweed will need to be planted throughout the 

range if the population is to recover. That would require 

unprecedented co-operation and collaboration by agencies, 

groups and scientists throughout the monarch’s 5,000-

kilometre migratory route, especially in the northern end of the 

range where 44 per cent of the population originates, according 

to University of Guelph scientists. 

In the U.S., plans have taken flight over the past few years. 

Federal and state agencies collaborated to develop an 

ambitious 10-year plan to increase the monarch population, 

providing more than $10 million for research and conservation 

efforts. Former president Barack Obama helped launch a 

plan to establish one million bee- and butterfly-friendly gardens 

across the continent, including butterfly gardens on the White 

House grounds. 

In Mexico, government agencies, international organizations 

and local groups like Alternare are working diligently to protect 

the forests where monarchs overwinter. 

What’s missing is action from Canada’s government. The good 

news is that the person with the most power to influence the 

plight of this imperilled species is Minister McKenna. Whether 

Canada legally protects monarchs, as recommended in 

November by federal scientists, is up to her. Whether funds 

flow to monarch and pollinator research and conservation 

programs is largely her ministry’s responsibility. That’s why her 

newfound love of monarchs renews my hope. 

If Canada is serious about saving the monarchs, the federal 

government needs to start now. 

By David Suzuki with contributions from David Suzuki Foundation 

communications strategist Jode Roberts.

http://go.davidsuzuki.org/dN04Ig10Wk0Up00D52000V0
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/dN04Ig10Wk0Up00D52000V0
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/Lk50UD00g02W0V3pI040N00
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/r5030U0W0D44p0VgI00k0N0
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/r5030U0W0D44p0VgI00k0N0
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/JD04Vk04gU005Wp0NI00050
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/JD04Vk04gU005Wp0NI00050
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/wDpU05NV40000Ig600k050W
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/wDpU05NV40000Ig600k050W
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/O0W0I5kU00000V46070NgpD
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/O0W0I5kU00000V46070NgpD
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/O0W0I5kU00000V47080NgpD
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/ygWVpkI00N04UD805900000
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/FgpD4009a0V0I0Wk000UN05
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/m0000b0050kNg4IpDWa0VU0
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/m0000b0050kNg4IpDWa0VU0
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/CDI00c0b40WV00Np0k0gU05
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/CDI00c0b40WV00Np0k0gU05
http://go.davidsuzuki.org/ZD05I0gdN0000k0pc004UVW


 

 

 

 

REMINDER: 

We are delighted to announce that Pacific Salmon Foundation President and CEO Dr. Brian Riddell 
will be the inaugural speaker for the Fraser River Dialogues series. 

As a PSF supporter, we are offering you exclusive access to tickets before this event is made 
available to the public. The event will be held on the evening of Tuesday, March 7th at the Fraser 

River Discovery Center (FRDC) in New Westminster.  

Click here to buy your tickets, enter password salmon. 

The Fraser River remains the largest salmon river in North America, yet many of the salmon species 
are in serious decline – and no one understands exactly why. Brian will discuss new findings from the 
Salish Sea Marine Survival Project affecting the Fraser, and how future pressures – like increased 
developments (residential and resource), additional commercial transportation on the Fraser, and 

environmental issues like global warming – might add to the current problems.  

 

  

http://trk.cp20.com/click/ekk2a-8hsynx-5js3fih3/


IN MEMORIAM 

URSULA EASTERBROOK, FCAPA, CCJ 

December 29, 1940 - February 25, 2017 

 

Ursula leading her Birds in Focus Workshop 
Tom Bearss and Ursula 

The Delta Naturalists will miss our good friend, Ursula Easterbrook, who died on February 25th at the Delta 

Hospital, following a spirited fight with cancer. 

Ursula spent her early years in Germany before moving to Toronto, and eventually Vancouver and 

Tsawwassen. Prior to her retirement, she worked as a lab technician and teacher. Painting was her first love 

until she retired early, and became serious about photography, or, as she admitted, addicted. Ursula was a 

Certified CAPA Judge, a Fellow of the Canadian Association of Photographic Art and with a CAPA Honours: 

Certificate of Photographic Achievement. She was the editor/publisher of the CAPA Pacific Zone Newsletter, 

and wrote articles for the newsletter, as well as for Nature Vancouver, Delta Naturalists’ Newsletter and BC 

Nature.  

Ursula was president of the Cammidge House Committee for two years, and a founding member of the 

Boundary Bay Park Association. Ursula instituted a joint DNS/BBPA event, Birds in Focus, a photography 

workshop which she taught, and the International Migratory Bird Day ‘Mother’s Day Tea with the Birds’. As a 

long time member and Director of the DNS, she was responsible for the monthly speakers, and was our 

representative on BC Nature.  

Ursula and her beloved sheep dog, Farley, travelled widely, photographing nature, and she exhibited and gave 

slide show presentations on her trips at the Tsawwassen Library, as well as to the DNS. She was a feisty 

person, having no problem confronting photographers who were getting too close and causing stress to the 

snowy owls on their annual migratory stops in Delta.  

Ursula was a true nature lover who expressed her love through her photographs.  



 

 

 

February 15, 2016 – with Donald Farquhar, receiving a Friends of Heritage Award from Mayor Lois 

Jackson, on behalf of the Boundary Bay Park Association.  

http://www.delta-optimist.com/nature-comes-naturally-to-this-tsawwassen-photographer-1.451844 

Thank you to Don and Rochelle Farquhar, Terry Carr, Tom Bearss and Jim Kneesch for contributing 

photos. The photographs on the last page are from Ursula’s Delta Photo Club and LinkedIn pages.    

  

http://www.delta-optimist.com/nature-comes-naturally-to-this-tsawwassen-photographer-1.451844


 

 

 

The Delta Naturalist’s booth at Watershed Park  



CORRESPONDENCE 

From: Jim Ronback <jim.ronback@gmail.com> 

To: "The Honourable Dominic LeBlanc Minister of 

Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast Guard" 

dominic.leblanc@parl.gc.ca, Premier Christy Clark 

premier@gov.bc.ca, Honourable Elizabeth May 

Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca, Honourable Justin Trudeau 

Trudeau.J@parl.gc.ca, Honourable Andrew Weaver 

andrew.weaver@greenparty.bc.ca, Vicki Huntington MLA 

vicki.huntington.mla@leg.bc.ca, "Qualtrough, Carla" 

Carla.Qualtrough@parl.gc.ca, Delta Optimist 

<editor@delta-optimist.com>, The Honourable 

Catherine McKenna MP ec.ministre-

minister.ec@canada.ca, "Minister of Transport / Ministre 

des Transports (TC)" TC.MinisterofTransport-

MinistredesTransports.TC@tc.gc.ca, Honourable Mary 

Polak ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

Cc: Mayor and Councillors of Delta Mayor-

Council@corp.delta.bc.ca, Richmond - 

MayorandCouncillors MayorandCouncillors@richmond.ca 

Mayor Gregor Robertson 

gregor.robertson@vancouver.ca, Otto Langer 

OttoLanger@telus.net, Andrew Holata 

newsroom@surreyleader.com, CBC Radio 

onthecoast@cbc.ca, Larry Pynn 

lpynn@vancouversun.com 

 

Date: Tue, 29 Nov 2016 20:52:56 -0800 

Subject: Transporting dilbit through Burnaby is not 

necessary. 

AXL4050-1                XAL-2016-453545 

 

 

 

Dear Justin Trudeau et al, 

The TransMountain pipeline has been approved by you, 

Justin Trudeau, today, making Burnaby and Metro 

Vancouver citizens very unhappy. Short of stopping the 

entire project there is an alternative solution that has 

not been considered that eliminates some major 

concerns. It's not too late. 

Dilbit is a fungible hazardous product that slowly sinks to 

the bottom of the water column and pollutes the shores, 

streams and water tables. Spills on land and water can 

be disastrous and must be prevented whenever it is 

reasonably practicable. Transporting hazardous dilbit 

through heavily populated areas and environmentally 

sensitive waters must not be allowed.  

We and Burnaby and Metro Vancouver citizens must 

continue our protest and stop the expanded KM pipeline 

through their cities. It is madness to go through a 

densely populated area to supply a vastly increased 

number of super tankers in their busy harbour. If 

construction through Burnaby is stopped, Alberta can 

still ship their diluted bitumen (dilbit) via KM's 

Abbotsford / Sumas pipeline to Cherry Point, WA which 

has an excellent deep water harbour, away from heavily 

populated areas. (See map below).  

Pipelines can be designed to ship liquid petroleum 

products in batches in either direction. Overseas tankers 

arriving  at Cherry Point, WA with naphtha (Coleman 

stove gas), that is needed to dilute tar sands bitumen, 

can have its volatile cargo shipped back to Alberta along 

the expanded parallel pipeline from Cherry Point WA via 

Sumas at the Canadian border. The naphtha arrives in 

Alberta via the parallel pipeline and is then used to dilute 

the bitumen. Once the super tanker is emptied of 

naphtha it can be filled with Alberta dilbit.  

Although this does not mitigate increased world-wide 

CO2 production that affects climate change, this 

alternative solution allows Kinder Morgan to eliminate 

the major concerns of the protesters over the doubling 

of the TransMountain pipeline through heavily populated 

Burnaby and  transporting this  hazardous cargo through 
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Metro Vancouver's busy harbour / Burrard Strait/ 

Georgia Strait. 

For KM, Burnaby and Metro Vancouver it's a win-win 

alternative. Thus all KM have to do is increase the 

capacity of their Abbotsford/ Sumas pipeline connection 

to Cherry Point, WA with a parallel pipeline. They could 

improve efficiency by adding a parallel pipeline for 

naphtha only all the way to Alberta (similar to the 

Northern Gateway proposal).  All that it requires is 

approval from WA State and USA EPA. That will be KM's 

problem.  

Most of these super tankers are only one failure away 

from a major disaster. If their single engine fails they 

will lose their steering and flounder and drift to shore or 

collide with other ships before any tug can come to their 

rescue. They are an accident waiting to happen. 

For increased reliability and additional protection against 

engine failures, Canadian and USA regulations must 

require all ships carrying hazardous cargo within 200 

miles of our coastlines use a twin screw design powered 

by separate independent engines. Thus if one engine 

fails they can still maintain steering and electrical 

auxiliary power for navigation Thus they will not at the 

mercy of the heavy seas, especially during high winds, 

storms and freak monster waves. 

Justin, what do you think? We need to pick a solution 

that minimizes the worst case consequences. It's not too 

late. 

Yours safely, 

Jim Ronback 

System Safety Engineer (retired) 

Tsawwassen, BC 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 

From: "Minister of Transport / Ministre des Transports (TC)" TC.MinisterofTransport-MinistredesTransports.TC@tc.gc.ca 

Date: February 21, 2017 at 10:32:12 AM GMT-7 

To: "'Jim.ronback@gmail.com'" Jim.ronback@gmail.com 

Cc: "'pm@pm.gc.ca' pm@pm.gc.ca, "'dominic.leblanc@parl.gc.ca'" dominic.leblanc@parl.gc.ca,  

"'Carla.Qualtrough@parl.gc.ca'" Carla.Qualtrough@parl.gc.ca, "'Catherine.McKenna@parl.gc.ca'" 

Catherine.McKenna@parl.gc.ca, "'Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca'" Elizabeth.May@parl.gc.ca

Subject: Regarding the Trans Mountain Expansion project and its associated oil tanker traffic 

Mr. Jim Ronback 

Jim.ronback@gmail.com 

 

Dear Mr. Ronback: 

Thank you for your correspondence of November 29, 2016, regarding the Trans Mountain Expansion project and its 

associated oil tanker traffic.  Please accept my apology for the delay in replying. 

The government recognizes that Canada’s natural resources need to reach international markets, and for that reason, it 

has decided to approve key pipeline projects as announced by the Prime Minister on November 30, 2016.  Details on 

these pipeline projects can be found at https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/energy/resources/19120 

As you are aware, on November 29, 2016, the Prime Minister announced the approval of the Trans Mountain Expansion 

Project, subject to 157 binding conditions that will address potential Indigenous, socio-economic and environmental 

impacts, including project engineering, safety and emergency preparedness. Our government understands that the 

economy and the environment go hand in hand, and as you may know, two of my mandate commitments are to 
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formalize a moratorium on crude oil tanker traffic on British Columbia’s North Coast and to improve marine safety in 

collaboration with several of my Cabinet colleagues.  

Canada has a comprehensive marine safety regime.  It includes legislation, frameworks, standards and policies necessary 

for the safe conduct of marine activities in harmony with international standards.  The government also provides ongoing 

oversight of the marine industry, including domestic and foreign vessels, through inspections and enforcement measures. 

However, more needs to be done to improve marine safety and protect the environment.  The Oceans Protection Plan, 

announced by the Prime Minister on November 7, 2016, will invest $1.5 billion over five years in long-needed coastal 

protections that include significant investments to build a world-leading marine safety regime and strengthen the 

environmental stewardship of Canada’s coasts.  The Government of Canada will work with Indigenous groups, local 

communities, first responders and key partners to deliver this comprehensive national plan.  Please visit 

http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/oceans-protection-plan.html for more information.  

Furthermore, on November 29, 2016, the Prime Minister announced that the Government of Canada will be formalizing a 

moratorium on oil tankers along British Columbia’s North Coast.  The proposed moratorium will cover crude oils, including 

bitumen, and persistent oils, which are products that are known to persist the longest if spilled into the marine 

environment.  For more information, please visit http://news.gc.ca/web/article-en.do?nid=1162439 

With its strong record of safety, the marine transportation system will continue to be critical for bringing Canada’s natural 

resources to international markets in a sustainable manner. 

With respect to your comments about Kinder Morgan, I have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of your 

correspondence to the Honourable Jim Carr, Minister of Natural Resources, for his consideration. 

Thank you for expressing your views. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

The Honourable Marc Garneau, P.C., M.P. 

Minister of Transport 

 

c.c  

       
The Honourable Jim Carr, P.C., M.P. 

       Minister of Natural Resources 
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DNS Executive  

Bearss, Tom     President Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com 
Perrin, Elizabeth     Vice President 
Den Dikken, Anita    Secretary and BCN 
Kneesch, Jim     Treasurer/Membership  
McVittie, Chris     Director at Large  
 
DNS Executive Support Volunteers  
 
Belless, Armene     Social Committee 
Borrie, Ken     Web Manager 
Carr, Terry      Display Coordinator  
Coutts, Audrey     Newsletter Editor makemusichappen@gmail.com  
Fuller, Valerie     Publicity  
Hacker, Geof     DNS  
Martin, Marylile     Assistant Display  
Rennie, Paul     Audio Visual  
Ronback, James     Environmental Watch Dog Jim.Ronback@gmail.com  
Stewart, Alan     Audio Visual  
Stewart, Liz     Social Committee 
Williamson, Joanne    Social Committee  

Delta Nats’ website: https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
Useful Phone Numbers:  
 

Wild Life Rescue        604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services      604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)      604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary     604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)     604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report          1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE     604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust     604-940-3392  
Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca 

 
 
INTERESTING LINKS  
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:  http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society: http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/  
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Photographs by Ursula Easterbrook 

 

Spirit Bear in the Great Rainforest near Hartley Bay, B.C. 


