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Delta Nats Meeting – Lutheran Benediction Church, Tsawwassen 
  

Tuesday, May 5th, 7:30 P.M. 

 

Did you know:  There are ten species of bats on the South Coast? 

   That many bats eat their body weight in insects each night? 

   That baby bats, born in maternity colonies, are called pups? 

   That bats can live up to 30 years, a long time for a small mammal? 

 

To learn more about these fascinating social creatures, join us to hear Felix Martinez of 

the South Coast Bat Action Team: Connecting Bats and Communities, and the UBC 

Department of Botany, as he tells us more interesting facts about our native bats.   

http://www.scbat.org/ 

 

DELTA NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY: To foster interest in the natural history of the Fraser River; to share and 

enjoy nature; to promote environmental awareness and conservation.  





***** IMPORTANT INFORMATION – Send in your comments. ***** 

The orange text is clickable. 
 

 

 

Environmental Impact Statement Available for Public Comment 

The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency has announced 
that the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed 
Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project is now available to the public. 
The EIS was prepared by Port Metro Vancouver, and provides an 
analysis of the potential environmental effects of the Project and 
measures to mitigate those impacts. 

The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency invites the public 
to comment on the completeness of the Environmental Impact 
Statement for the proposed Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project. All 
comments received will be posted on the Agency's online public 
registry. 

Written comments in either official language should be sent by June 
15, 2015 by mail or email to: 

Debra Myles, Panel Manager – Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
22nd Floor, 160 Elgin Street, Ottawa ON K1A 0H3 
RobertsBank@ceaa-acee.gc.ca 

For more information on the federal environmental assessment 
process and to read the Environmental Impact Statement, visit the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency website (registry 
reference number 80054). 

For information regarding the Roberts Bank Terminal 2 Project, or to 
read the EIS Executive Summary, please visit the Project website at 
portmetrovancouver.com/RBT2.  
  



DELTA NATS MEMBER TAKES ACTION: 

WHITE ROCK USING GLYPHOSATE ON ITS BEACH FRONT, A THREAT TO 

FLORA, FAUNA AND HUMANS. 

 

To: Helen Fathers 
Councillor - White Rock 
 
Subject: Use of Glyphosate along White Rock Beach front. 
Dear Ms. Fathers, 
 
We have had some exchanges in the past with relation to White Rock public spaces being used 
for citizen driven vegetable gardens, and also about GE free Zoning. I hope you remember me. I 
remember you as a socially conscious municipal politician and connected to the farmer’s market 
and other good local food initiatives in White Rock. 
 
I write this letter to you about a reported use of Glyphosate in the White Rock beach front, 
where a lot of people walk the beach and where a lot of nature lovers come to watch migratory 
birds. 
 
I am attaching a photograph taken by a friend, Mr. Raoul Bedi, of a water logged notice by 
Wilderness Environmental Services of application of Glyphosate on April 21. 
 
You surely know of the dangers of using this chemical, which is being pushed through a massive 
exercise in misrepresentation of facts regarding its safety. Should you be interested, I shall be 
glad to meet you face to face sometime, to talk more details. Meanwhile, here are a few short 
pointers. 
 

1. WHO (World Health Organization) has recently come out with a report that Glyphosate 
is possibly a carcinogen & can trigger cancer in people or animals exposed to it. 

2. EPA (Environment Protection Agency of USA, that approved its use) is now saying it 
may start testing American food, for presence of Glyphosate. 

3. Dr. EG Vallianatos, retired scientist that worked with EPA for over 30 years, wrote the 
book “Poison Spring” published last year, describing how EPA systematically 
suppressed evidence of harm from all kinds of pesticides including Glyphosate, and 
how concerned scientists that warned against approval of dangerous pesticides were 
fired, or transferred and gagged from speaking out. You can hear him speaking with 
me in an audio-Podcast at : http://www.tonu.org/2014/06/06/poisonspring/  

4. One class action suit has been filed in California last week, to force Monsanto to 
remove the mention in their RoundUP label and advertisement that it does not harm 
humans. RoundUP is the brand name of a herbicide that has Glyphosate as its active 
killing ingredient. 

5. Feed the world group in USA announced this week a massive initiative, offering economical 
tests for citizens to check if and how much of Glyphosate is in their urine, blood or mothers 
breast milk. Since such labs are still not available in Canada (something I personally have 
been involved in addressing), they are offering this service to Canadians too. Link 
: http://feedtheworld.info/glyphosate-testing-test-yourself/. 



6. When more test data is available on extent of Glyphosate in people’s lives, there are 
plans for a larger class action lawsuit to be triggered in USA against RoundUp and all 
other makers of pesticide that contain Glyphosate. 

7. Glyphosate is patented as a broad spectrum anti-biotic. This means, it kills all kinds of 
bacteria including gut bacteria of birds, animals and humans - bacteria that produce 
essential biochemicals for our survival as well as take care of our immune system. 
Glyphosate is considered responsible for the avalanche of auto-immune diseases that 
are sweeping North America, from obesity, Chrohn’s, Celiac, Gluten intolerance, and 
autism. If there ever was a chemical that deserves to be banned altogether, it is 
Glyphosate, considered even more dangerous that DDT, which was banned in the 
1970s. 

8. Lawyer Steven Druker took FDA to court, to force them to disclose all files relating to 
approval of GMO (which uses Glyphosate as weed control on specially engineered crops 
that are designed to withstand being dosed by Glyphosate). He won the case and 
obtained many files and documents that FDA was not making public. The documents 
prove that FDA’s own scientists had serious reservations on the safety of the science 
behind GMO and did not like these to be approved without much more rigorous safety 
testing. The documents indicate that FDA likely violated federal laws. More class action 
suits are brewing. Druker just published a book on this, “Altered Genes, Twisted 
Truth”. Jane Goodall (of the chimpanzee fame) calls this among the most important 
book of the last 50 years (book cover attached). It was published last week. I got a 
copy and am reading it. 

9. Canada does not test Glyphosate in people or in food. Canadian labs will only test 
Glyphosate in water and soil. They do not test our urine, blood, breast milk of nursing 
mothers, or our food such as bread, milk, meat, cooking oil, grains or packaged food. 
Labs in Canada do not provide this service because of a lack of demand. This places 
Canadians in a particular disadvantage. They cannot test if they are poisoned, and they 
cannot test which part of their diet this may be coming from. 

 
Now, regarding spraying of Glyphosate on a beach front is something we consider exceedingly 
dangerous and counterproductive towards protecting or maintaining whatever it is that the city 
of White Rock is trying to protect or maintain in their beach front. 
 
In this regard, I wish to be able to sit face to face with you, or at least speak with you on phone 
for a preliminary talk to air out views and see how one might address this very serious concern. 
 
Thanking you, 
 
Tony Mitra 
 
10891 Cherry Lane, Delta BC, V4E 3L7, Canada 
tony.mitra@gmail.com 

 

 

  



DELTA NATS ACTIVITIES 

 

DNCB Outing No. 2015-16 to Minnekhada Regional Park, Coquitlam 

A great report by Kathy Ellwood, April 29th. 

Photos by Terry (TC), Glen (GB), Liz (LS), Marion (MS), Roger (RM), Pascale (PC) at DNCB Picasa site 

 
We had a group of 17 today with warm weather and a sprinkling of rain at the end. We were joined by 
newcomers Janet, Pat, and Maureen.  On the way to the lodge I (Kathy) stopped at a no parking zone to check 
out some Chickadees, Orange-crowned Warblers and Common Yellow-throat.  Wayne drove by and escorted 
me safely to the parking lot.  We were joined by Pascale (early riser) and Janet, Liz and Alan, Kirsten and 
Marion S., Terry, Gerhard, Hans, Roger, Glen, Mike, Pat, Maureen and Otto. 

At the parking lot we were assaulted by loud Pacific Wrens, a Common Raven, and a sound we would all 
become very very familiar with.  Yes!  Our first Pacific-slope Flycatcher.  A pair of Wood Ducks were seen 
high up in the trees.  A Red-breasted Sapsucker was on a snag before we got to the lake.  There were some 
disappointed faces from those who had stayed behind and searched fruitlessly for the flycatchers. 

We wandered to the lake to look at the Canada Geese and their cute goslings. Careful counting of same ended 
up with accounting errors until a second set of goslings were discovered and counting resumed.  An American 
Robin flew past us and in the distance Ring-necked Ducks, Bufflehead, Wood Ducks, Mallards, and Tree 
Swallows were sighted.  A small group including Pascale and Otto stood on a precipitous perch and searched 
for Sandhill Cranes.  Bernie, a Parks employee gave us a bit of history on the lodge.  It was built in 1934 by 
Eric Hamber (a former Lieutenant Governor) and was a private residence until 1976.  The pond was trout filled 



and more recently bass.  There is a rumour that a copy of the lodge was built by a Mrs. Wallace in Whistler.  
Bernie kindly took the group photo.  We missed ya Tom. 

We carried on down the west side path. It was beautiful, with reflections of trees in the small ponds.  The 
Pacific-sloped Flycatchers continued to elude us.  Glen tried for a shot but didn’t have the right filters.  A Juvie 
Bald Eagle soared past us.  A Red-tailed Hawk was seen by some. Red-winged Blackbirds were a bit scarce.  
We met other birdwatchers and walkers throughout the trail.  Marion, Kirsten, and a few others searched for 
some warblers (Yellow-rumped).  We heard or saw all three wrens.  We saw a Mourning Dove or three. 

Some enthusiastic birders charged towards the long way around.  A Grouse or two were booming.  We saw two 
more Red-breasted Sapsuckers.  We noticed we had lost a bit of the group, after a quick phone call, we came 
back the trail and rejoined the main group.  To our disappointment, we’d missed out on seeing a PS flycatcher. 

Roger insisted to me that he had nothing to do with the group splitting up.  I’m not sure how many others he 
told this to, so I thought I’d share.  Oops, forgot to mention the Fox Sparrow and possible nest.  We dodged two 
sinkholes on the causeway and saw an older group of goslings. 

It was a bit of a slog up the Low Knoll trail.  A few heard some hooting.  Marion later identified the hooter as a 
Northern Pygmy-Owl (after listening to it on Dendroica).  Two Varied Thrushes were admired.  Two ladies 
passed us and later pointed out another Sapsucker.  Many great photos of it should be posted to our Picasa site.  
A Bewick’s Wren posed momentarily on a stump and a Spotted Towhee was here and there.  The outlook had a 
tremendous view and a Sandhill Crane briefly obscured it.  A few LBJs were spotted here and there.  Gerhard, 
Mike and I were collapsed on a picnic bench when the tardy ones pointed out a Pileated Woodpecker over our 
heads.  Drat, missed it.  Roger photographed a Bushtit nest just before we completed our loop. 

Thanks to all who identified themselves and the birds. 

Looking forward to next week Wednesday, May 5 to the Serpentine Fen in Surrey.   We will leave Petra’s at 
7:30 and meet about 8:00 at the parking lot on 44th Ave just west of King George Blvd (behind Art Knapps).  
For the directionally challenged, there is a map on our website http://goo.gl/OSvslD. 

Kathy Ellwood 

 

 

Red-Breasted Sap Sucker – by Pascale 

Charland 

 

Turkey Tails – by Marion Shizake 



 

DELTA NATS BIRD BROCHURE 

The Delta Nats Birds and Biodiversity Strategy subcommittee suggested creating an 

illustrated bird brochure emphasizing the diversity of local birds to share with Delta 

Municipality staff and Council, and other potential partners in strategy. 

The brochure will include bird photos by current Delta Nats members. 

Please email Terry Carr (terencecarr@gmail.com) if you are interested in having some of 

your photos included. 

We are working on the list of birds to include, and we will ask the interested 
photographers for photos. These would be close-up photos of individual birds. 

 
 
 

 
 

Horned Grebe in breeding plumage –  
Photo by Pascale Charland, April 15, 2015  



 

EXECUTIVE and COMMITTEES 2014-2015 

 
President – Tom Bearss 
 
Vice-President – Elizabeth Perrin 
 
Secretary – Anita Den Dikken 
 
Treasurer/ Membership – Jennifer Melville-Roberts 
 
FBCN Director – Ursula Easterbrook 
 
Speakers Co-ordinator – Ursula Easterbrook 

Environmental Issues – James Ronback, Jim_Ronback@dccnet.com 604 948-1589 

Directors at large –  Hans-Ulf Schellhase 
Lorraine Mwenifumbo 

 
Committees: 
 
Newsletter Editor – Audrey Coutts, makemusichappen@gmail.com 
 
Publicity – Valerie Fuller 
 
Social Committee – Lorraine Mwenifumbo & Elizabeth Perrin 
 
Display Co-ordinator – Terry Carr; Assistant co-ordinator Marylile Martin 
 
Archivist – Geof Hacker 
 
Casual Birders – Tom Bearss 
Telescope Custodian – Tom Bearss 
 
Useful Phone Numbers: 
Wild Life Rescue .....................................................604 526-7275 
Canadian Wildlife Services ....................................604 666-0143 
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour) ....................................... 604 737-3074 
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary ............................604 946-6980 
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab) ...........................604 946-3171 
Wildlife Violation Report .....................................1-800-663-9453 
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE ..........................604 666-3500 
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust ........................... 604 940-3392 

 

Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca 



 

 

COMING EVENTS 

NATURE VANCOUVER 

Birders' Nights   

The evening programs of the Birding Section are held on the first Thursday of each 

month from September to May at 7:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall of St. Mary's 

(Kerrisdale) Anglican Church, 2490 West 37th Avenue (at Larch Street), 

Vancouver. The programs start with introductions and items of general interest. The 

main presentation begins after a short break for light refreshments. These programs 

are open to the public. For more information please contact the Program Co-ordinator 

Jude Grass at 604-538-8774. 

 

May 7th: This is the annual outdoors May Birder's Night. Meet in front of the main 

gate of the Jericho Sailing Centre at the north end of Discovery Street, near the 

parking lot, west of the Park. Free parking on NW Marine Drive off 4th Ave. down to 

Discovery Street. In the Park there is a parking fee. Washrooms are available. Meet 

the leader, Adrian Grant Duff, at 6:45 P.M. Groups will be dispatched to stroll along the 

beach, fisherman's wharf and the trails and ponds, while looking for spring migrants. 

The Social (cookies and juice) will be held at about 8:15 PM at the picnic tables just 

east of the Main Pond, near the east parking lot. Bring binocs or a ‘scope. 

  

Harbour Porpoises – photo by Terry Carr 



DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 
 
Tue May 5: Delta Nats regular meeting - Benediction Lutheran Church 
 
May 7-10th, 2015 – Annual General Meeting (AGM), Salt Spring Island. 
For info contact Tom at Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com 
 
Sun May 10: ** Mother’s Day Tea with the Birds, International Migratory Bird Day, 
Cammidge House, 12-3:00 
 
Wed Jun 10: Birds on the Bay. 
 
Sat June 13: ** Boundary Bay Park Association Car Boot Sale. 
 
Sun June 21: ** Father’s Day, Sunday in the Park, Pancake Breakfast, Centennial 
Beach, 9 – 12:00 
 
Sat June 27: ** Boundary Bay Park Association Car Boot Sale 
 
Sat Aug 15: ** Starry Night, Deas Island 7–10:00 
 
Sun Aug 16: ** Richmond Raptor Festival, Terra Nova Park, 11 – 4:00 
 
Sun Aug 23: ** Animal Expo, Memorial Park, Ladner, 10 - 4:00 
 
Wed Sept 9: Birds on the Bay, 9 AM – 12:00 
 
Sat Sept 12: ** Day at the Farm, Westham Island, 10 – 4:00 
 
 
** Volunteers are needed for DNS displays ** If you can be at our display booth 
for a couple of hours, please contact Terry Carr (terrancecarr@gmail.com) 
 

No experience necessary.  



DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING 
 
Morning weekly outings occur at various locations. Note the change 
to Wednesdays and the start time of 7:30 am leaving Petras), with Tom Bearss. 
 
Check for destination changes and see Reports and outstanding photos of all DNCB 
outings on the blog site at www.dncb.wordpress.com which is compiled by Ken Borrie. 
 
Or, contact Tom at Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com, especially if you will volunteer to write 
the reports on various outings. 
 
Tentative Destinations 

May 6: Serpentine Fen and Kwomais Park at Ocean Park 

May 13: Colony Farm: leave Petra’s at 7:30 

May 20: Burnaby Mtn and SFU/Barnett Beach 

May 27: Maplewood Flats 

June 3: Cheam and Chilliwack heronry 

Jun 10: Birds on the Bay 

June 17: Pitt Lake 

June 24: Campbell Valley 

July 1:  Local Reifel/Boundary/Boundary Bay Dike 

July 8:  Manning Park 

July 15: Ladner Marsh 

July 22: Ferry to Gibson’s or to Victoria 

July 29: Burnaby Lake 

August 5: Mill Lake, Abbotsford 

August 12: Rocky point in Port Moody 

August 19:  Tynehead 

August 26: Gulf Island Ferry outing 

 



 

3rd Annual 

Delta 
International 

Migratory 
Bird Week  

Restore 
Habitat, 

Restore Birds:  

Highlighting 
habitats:  
wetland,  

rainforest, 
riparian, 

backyard, 
grassland. 

Art Show – May 1-26 

Birds and their Habitat: BC and Beyond! 

Tsawwassen Arts Centre Gallery, 1172 56 St, Tsawwassen 

Exhibition of Paintings and Photographs of birds and local bird-related 
land/water-scapes,  

Sponsored by:  Delta Corporation, Delta Nature, BBPA  

 

 
Gouldian Finch – Native to Australia – Terry Carr



 

Black-bellied Plover, Dunlin and Western 

Sandpiper. Liz Stewart 

Northern Harrier – Jim Morrison 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 10th – Mother’s Day Tea with the Birds 

 Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional Park, Tsawwassen 

Sponsored by The Boundary Bay Park Association in Conjunction with Metro 
Vancouver Parks and The Corporation of Delta, The Office of Climate Action & 

Environment (www.delta.ca/events) 
 

12:30- 3:00 Interactive and educational displays by Delta Nature, IBA, YNC, MV, 

BBPA, BSC, etc 

1:15 - 2:00   Choice of:  Intertidal/shoreline walk with Jennifer & Doug Swanston or 

   Upland Birding Walk with Delta Nature  

2:00 - 2:30   Refreshments 

2:30 –3:30   Restoring and Caring for Burns Bog – Don DeMill, Biologist, Film maker –  

   Master of the Bog! 

 

No charge, no registration – come and enjoy! 



Anne Murray: From snakes to spawn, wildlife 

congregations show richness of local habitat. 
 

It is not uncommon to see eagles, seals, and salmon around the Lower Mainland, but some 

kinds of wildlife sightings can be more unusual. Often a species is virtually invisible in the 

wild until a surprising congregation occurs. This spring has seen two fascinating events on 

the shores of Boundary Bay in South Delta: an amazing gathering of garter snakes within 

the dyke, and a massive spawn of herring just offshore. Such phenomena illustrate the 

importance of the Fraser delta for a wide range of animals, and remind us that even if we 

do not commonly see them, many different species depend on these habitats. 

 

Georgia Straight, March 31, 2015.   Read the rest of this most interesting article at 

http://www.straight.com/news/421211/anne-murray-snakes-spawn-wildlife-

congregations-show-richness-local-habitat. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

The Vancouver Aquarium Marine Science Centre and WWF's Great Canadian Shoreline 

Cleanup, presented by Loblaw Companies Limited, have begun. 

Running until November 2015, register to clean up at any shoreline near you, anytime 

throughout the year. 

Last year, more than 54,000 volunteers removed more than 139,000 kilograms of litter, 

that's enough to fill 70 dump trucks full of garbage! 

Register today! http://www.shorelinecleanup.ca/en/search/cleanups 

 PHENOLOGY – The study of how the biological world times natural events.  

Phenology and Global Warming 

Global warming is slowly increasing average annual temperatures.  One of the most noticeable ways that 

global warming is impacting wildlife is by disrupting the timing of natural events.  With warmer 

temperatures, flowering plants are blooming earlier in the year and migratory birds are returning from 

their wintering grounds earlier in the spring.   

http://www.nwf.org/Wildlife/Wildlife-Conservation/Phenology.aspx   



 

www.birdsonthebay.ca 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

May 10th  , Sunday, 8am – noon, International Migratory Bird Day – Join us to learn about and 

celebrate the amazing migrations of birds along the Pacific Flyway. 

8:00am - early morning birding at the Little Campbell Hatchery (Forest trail), 1284 184th St, Surrey  

9:30am - we will gather in the SF&GC clubhouse for a presentation ‘Migration and the Pacific Flyway 

and refreshments 

10:15am - drive in own vehicles to Blackie Spit Park 

10:40am - meet your bird guide to look for shorebirds. 

Meet at the kiosk at the gate entrance to the spit. Bring water, camera and binoculars and dress for 

the weather.  

Registration not required.  

 

May 15,16,17th , Shorekeepers Training Weekend,  

Friday, 6:30 – 10pm; Sat 9am – 4pm,  Sunday 9am – 4pm,  South Surrey Rec Centre, Join the 

Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society and Fisheries and Oceans Canada for a weekend of marine survey 

citizen science. Further citizen science opportunities follow with the five surveys throughout June and 

early July. Contact Coordinator Sharon Jones for scheduling, information and to register: 

mshiker4@gmail.com     

May 23, Saturday, 10am, Dart’s Hill Native Plant Demonstration Garden,  Join Kathy to 

remove weeds in the Native Plant Garden and enjoy seeing this special Garden Park. Park in the 

Dart’s Hill Garden lot off 16th Ave., east of 168th St..  Register with Kathy, email: kw5096@telus.net    

  



May 24th, Sunday, 11am, White Rock Native Plant Demonstration Garden work party, join 

us at the garden, 14970 Marine Drive, on the west side of the White Rock Museum. Dress for the 

weather and bring a favourite trowel and gloves if you have them, refreshment and tools provided. 

Bring a picnic lunch as the public event begins at 1pm. Register with Phillip, email: philmill@telus.net  

May 24th, Sunday,  1:00 pm – 3:00 pm – Coastal Native Plants and Birds along the Shore 

(low tides are 8:15am, high 9:30am, low tide - 4:30pm) 1:00 pm, join us for a tour of the White 

Rock Native Plant Demonstration Garden to learn about planting native plants and some of their uses 

for people and wildlife. Check out the displays, informational brochures and seed activity.   

3:00 pm – Meet our expert guide for a birding walk along the foreshore and pier; meet at 14970 

Marine Drive on the west side of the White Rock Museum. Bring binoculars, camera and dress for the 

weather. Host: Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society. Registration not required.  

May 31, Sunday, 10am (Low tide-10:55am ) Marine Interpretive Walk ‘Be a Beach Hero’, 

Enjoy a guided beach walk, meet at Beecher Place at Crescent Beach. Bring water and dress for the 

weather.  

Register with Sarah Brookes, email svbrookes@gmail.com    

June 5th, Friday, 7pm, World Nature Night 

Enjoy our annual World Nature Travel to faraway places with guest ornithologists and naturalists. 

This year, travel to Argentina and the ‘End of the World’ to see wildlife such as penguins, seabirds, 

woodpeckers, southern sea lions, rare mammals, the southern beech forests and landscapes of Tierra 

del Fuego, Patagonia, the Pampas and if time, the high Andes altiplano.  All welcome, refreshments 

provided. 

Meet at Sanford Hall, Kwomais Point Park, 1367 128th St., Surrey.  Register with Marg Cuthbert, 

email: blueheron@birdsonthebay.ca   

June 6, Saturday, 10:30 – 2pm, Marine Creatures and Eelgrass Presentation, (low tide-

2:40pm);   

Learn about the marine creatures and the importance of eelgrass habitat on our local beaches with a 

presentation at Sanford Hall then followed by an interpretive walk down 1001 Steps to the beach (be 

sure you can do 300 steps down to the beach then back up). Dress for the weather and wear 

appropriate footwear. Refreshments provided but bring a lunch. Families welcome. 

Meet at Sanford Hall, Kwomais Point Park, 1367 128th St, Surrey. Register with Sarah Brookes, email 

svbrookes@gmail.com    

 

  



June 7, Sunday 11 - 3pm – World Ocean Day Festival,  Blackie Spit Park, (low tide-3:25pm) 

Join us with over 30 groups for a free, fun filled family day at the beach to celebrate our world 

ocean. Enjoy guided nature walks scheduled for noon, 1pm and 2pm. Participate in activities, music 

and the final vote for the winner of the Sing It Wild Contest. Meet the 2015 Beach  

Hero Marine Interpreters.  For info, contact coordinator Sarah Brookes, email: svbrookes@gmail.com 

 

Beach Hero Marine Interpretive Program public beach walks to be scheduled, check out 

www.birdsonthbay.ca  

 

June 20th, Saturday, 4-8pm, Arts at Dart’s;  Dart’s Hill Native Plant Demonstration 

Garden, enjoy this public opportunity to stroll the garden, chat with us about the use of  native 

plants in this Important Bird Area.  Parking the Dart’s Hill Garden lot off 16th Ave., east of 168th St.   

 

Check out the events calendar at www.birdsonthebay for new events posted as they are 

confirmed.  

Watch for more citizen science survey opportunities, nature walks and talks. 

 

If you would like to be more involved please contact Marg Cuthbert, 

blueheron@birdsonthebay.ca  

 

If you would like to support our environmental education, habitat enhancement and/or 

citizen science projects with a donation, check out our monthly giving program on the 

website: www.birdsonthebay,ca or  mail to: Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society, c/o 

15425 Columbia Avenue, White Rock, BC, V4B 1K1 

 

 

 

  



NEWS 

 

UPDATE ON THE APRIL ISSUE – FIGHTING OVER HERRING 

HEILTSUK NATION’S TRADITIONAL HERRING HARVEST MAKES 

SUSTAINABLE SENSE 

Mark Hume – Globe and Mail, April 6, 2015. 

When the Supreme Court of Canada looked at 
a case involving two Heiltsuk First Nation men 
who were charged with illegally trying to sell 
herring eggs, the documents examined 
included an entry in Alexander Mackenzie’s 
journal. 

“The Indians who had caused us so much 
alarm, we now discovered to be inhabitants of 
the islands, and traders in various articles, such 
as cedar-bark, prepared to be wove into mats, 
fish-spawn, copper, iron and beads, the latter 
which they get on their coast,” he wrote in 
1793, shortly after When reaching the Pacific 
on his epic overland trek across Canada. 

The court also saw an entry in the journal of 
Dr. William Tolmie, a fur trader who in 1834 
wrote: “From 15 to 20 large canoes of 
Wacash’s people passed on their way to 
Caughquil country – the canoes were laden 
with boxes, hampers and filled with dried 
herring spawn, which they are to barter for 
Oolaghens.” 

The “fish spawn” those early observers wrote 
about were herring eggs that the Heiltsuk and 
other First Nations have been harvesting on 
the B.C. coast for about 10,000 years. 

The methods they use have changed little over 
the centuries. They wait until the herring lay 
their eggs on kelp, and then they harvest the 
long fronds of seaweed covered with clusters 
of tiny, glistening eggs. 

In the 1997 case that involved Donald and William 
Gladstone, the court accepted that the Heiltsuk had 

been fishing for, and trading, herring eggs since 
before the time of first contact and that the Heiltsuk 
had a pre-existing right to harvest and to sell herring 
eggs. 

The traditional native harvest is supposed to take 
priority over the commercial boats are allowed to 
scoop up the herring before they get into the 
shallows to spawn. 

“The way they fish takes away the fish totally from 
the ecosystem and affects the biomass because they 
actually kill the fish during their harvesting,” Carrie 
Humchitt, legal services co-ordinator for the 
Heiltsuk said in a recent interview. “They break the 
fish in half and squeeze out the eggs. The rest of the 
fish is used for cat food, dog food and fertilizer. 
With ours, we hang kelp in the water and the fish 
swim around the kelp and lay their eggs on it. Then 
we harvest the kelp. We don’t touch the fish at all. 
So that’s the difference … theirs is a kill fishery and 
ours isn’t.” 

But the traditional fishing the Heiltsuk practice has 
become increasingly difficult because the 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans has allowed the 
commercial fleet to overharvest herring in many 
areas, causing stock collapses that have led to total 
fishing bans. 

From 2006 until 2014, herring fishing was closed 
on the central coast. When DFO allowed a 
commercial harvest there last year it sparked 
protests by First Nations because they didn’t think 
stocks had adequately recovered. Those protests 
became even more intense this spring, when the 
commercial fleet returned. 



The Heiltsuk occupied DFO offices near Bella Bella 
and threatened a “war on the water” if the 
commercial boats dropped their nets. In the end, the 
seine fleet got a brief opening, scooping up 690 
tonnes before Heiltsuk boats arrived. But the gill-
net fleet, which was set to fish later, was forced to 
sail away without taking any herring as the Heiltsuk 
protest intensified. 

Ms. Humchitt said there was a lot of celebrating in 
Bella Bella when the commercial fleet finally pulled 
out, but now the Heiltsuk are worried about what 
will happen next spring, when the herring return to 
spawn. She said the Heiltsuk and DFO have agreed 
to work together to manage the herring fishery, but 
the First Nations are worried that the government 
won’t follow through. 

“We want joint management,” Ms. Humchitt said. 

She said the Heiltsuk goal is to see herring stocks 
rebuilt to a level that will sustain both First Nation 
and commercial fisheries. 

But that may mean an end to commercial methods 
that kill spawning fish. 

If the objective is to get the eggs, which are highly 
valued in Japan, then why not use the aboriginal 
method? It makes more sense to take eggs on kelp 
and let the fish live to spawn again. 

That kind of fishing was supporting a lucrative trade 
on the coast when the first European explorers 
arrived. It should be allowed to do so again.  

 

 

 

Bald Eagle – Blackie Spit, February 17, 2015 

Photo by Terry Carr 

 

 



 

               

      

 

 Vancouver Landfill 

open house 
A free, fun filled event for the whole family 

 
Saturday, June 6, 2015–10am to 3pm 
 
Visitors will have the opportunity to: 
 
Take a guided bus tour of the Landfill 

Learn about the Landfill’s environmental protection systems 

Discover how landfill gas generates electricity and heat 

See how Metro Vancouver biosolids were used to create top soil for landscaping  

Watch the bird control hawks and falcons in action 

Visit interactive displays on sustainability and the environment 
 
Activities for children include craft creations with a junkologist, a giant sandbox, balloon twisting, face 
painting and more. 

 
Location:  5400 72 Street, Delta – accessible only via Hwy 99 south. From Hwy 99 
South, travel 2 km past the Hwy 17A overpass, and take Exit 26 for South Fraser 
Perimeter Road, stay on the left and take Exit 13A. 

 
Enjoy free hamburgers & hot dogs - Sit in actual Landfill equipment - Take home a bag of 
compost 
 
For more information on this event and the Vancouver Landfill, please visit vancouver.ca or call 3-1-1, 

Outside Vancouver 604.873.7000 

OPEN HOUSE for elementary school students, Friday, June 15, 2015. Eight bus tours between 

9:15 and 1:30.    Please email Stacey.wagner@vancouver.ca to book a time for your class or to 

obtain more details.  



YOU’RE WORRYING ABOUT THE WRONG BEES 
 

 
GWEN PEARSON  04.29.15   www.wired.com  
 

“Save the Bees!” is a common refrain these 
days, and it’s great to see people interested in 
the little animals critical for our food supply 
around the globe. But I have one quibble: you’re 
talking about the wrong bees.  

Honey bees will be fine. They are a globally 
distributed, domesticated animal. Apis mellifera 
will not go extinct, and the species is not 
remotely threatened with extinction. 

The bees you should be concerned about are the 
3,999 other bee species living in North America, 
most of which are solitary, stingless, ground-
nesting bees you’ve never heard of. Incredible 
losses in native bee diversity are already 
happening. 50 percent of Midwestern native bee 
species disappeared from their historic ranges 
in the last 100 years. Four of our bumblebee 
species declined 96 percent in the last 20 years, 
and three species are believed to already be 
extinct. A little part of me despairs when I read 
in a scientific paper: “This species probably 
should be listed under the Endangered Species 
Act if it still exists.” 

Last week, the big bee news was a 
suggestion nicotine-derived pesticides can cause 
honey bee addiction. But you might have 
missed another important paper that looked at 
the same group of pesticides on both honey 
bees and native bees. This massive study paired 
multiple plantings of treated only with a 
fungicide. This was one of the largest tests to 
seeds coated with a neonicotinoid pesticide with 
seed date of how pesticides and bees interact in 
a real-world situation, outside a laboratory. 

Seeds of all sorts are commonly treated with 
neonicotinoid pesticides as a preventative 
treatment. Neonicotinoid pesticides circulate in 
plant tissues, so any insect munching on the 
seedlings will be stopped. Unfortunately, the 
pesticide remains in the plants as they flower, 
and bees of all types may pick up the chemicals 
in pollen and nectar. The experimenters used a 
crop that is attractive to bees — oilseed rape, 
used to make canola oil — as their test plant. 

    

A sea of yellow canola flowers. Michael Palmer 



The Bee News You Are Missing 
 

 

Honey bees weren’t affected by the seed 
treatments. Ed. Note: Delta Nature disagrees. 
Wintering colonies of honey bees have 
collapsed due to neonicotinoids. 

Sub-lethal exposure to neonicotinoids impaired 
honey bees winterization before proceeding to 
colony collapse disorder 
http://www.bulletinofinsectology.org/pdfarticles/vol6
7-2014-125-130lu.pdf   

Study strengthens link between neonicotinoids 
and collapse of honey bee colonies 
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/press-
releases/study-strengthens-link-between-
neonicotinoids-and-collapse-of-honey-bee-colonies/  
 
But wild bees were affected, and in a big way. 
Wild bee density in the treated fields was half 
that of the untreated fields. Bumble bee 
colonies grew more slowly, and produced fewer 
queens. Solitary bee nests disappeared from the 
treated fields completely. 

Solitary bees are the most common type of wild 
bee; they don’t live in a hive. A female bee 
usually makes a hole in the ground or in a 
hollow stem, where she lays her eggs and then 
provisions each grub with a ball of pollen to 
snack on after they hatch. They are the 
ultimate single mothers. In this study, 
no mason bees (Osmia bicornis) began brood 
cells in the seed treated fields. None. 

We don’t know why the mason bees abandoned 
what should have been an all-you-can-eat 
yellow flower buffet, but it definitely re-
emphasizes the point that all bees are not the 
same.  We can’t keep using commercial honey 
bees as the measure of what is toxic; while 
honey bees certainly have bad years, they have 
a whole crew of beekeepers and researchers 
providing support to them. But native bees are 
on their own; they fly solo. 

 

This research used one of the lowest active 
doses of pesticide that a bee might encounter in 
a real agricultural field. The seed treatment is 
applied well before the crop is sown; but the 
tiny amount of pesticide that remains in the 
plant is enough to cause problems for female 
solitary bees. 

After several years of intensive research on 
honey bees and colony collapse disorder, we 
know a lot about what kills honey bees. We 
don’t have that broad knowledge base for our 
native bees. We don’t even know what is a 
lethal dose of pesticide for many solitary bees. 

The 80,000 bees in a honey bee colony create a 
strong buffering effect. Honey bee colonies can 
often take a pesticide exposure in stride. 
Solitary bees can’t.

Honey Bees are Kinda Slackers 

The evidence is clear that many native wild 
pollinators are declining. That wouldn’t be a big 
deal, if commercial honeybees could pick up 
the slack. They can’t. 

Managed honey bee colonies supplement the 
work of natural wild pollinators, not the other 
way around. In a study of 41 different crop 
systems worldwide, honeybees only increased 
yield in 14 percent of the crops. Who did all 
the pollination? Native bees and other insects. 

A whole host of little blueberry bees, squash 
bees, and orchard bees co-evolved with many 
of our fruits and vegetables. It makes sense 
they would be good at pollination. 

In watermelons, native bees do 90 percent of 
the pollination. Native bees improve fruit 
production in apples. Native bee pollination 
creates twice as much fruit as honey bees in 
blueberries. In tomatoes, native bee species 
increase fruit production significantly. 



Honey bees aren’t physically big enough to 
successfully pollinate tomatoes; it takes a burly 
bumble bee to do the job. In a lot of crops, 

specialist pollinators do a better job than 
generalist honey bees.

 

Ecological Homogenization 

Part of the problem for our native bees is our 
human desire for neatness and uniformity. Pretty 
lawns with no bare spots. Non-flowering grass, 
or pollen-less flowers. Paved spots where a sand 
bank or brush pile may have been before. All 
places where a native bee might have made her 
home or found a snack. 

We alter everything about our environment—
water, light, plants, even the bacterial and 
fungal communities around us. Bees can’t just 
appear for a week, pollinate your plants, and 
disappear. They have to have something to eat 
the rest of the year, and a place to live. Habitat 
loss, pesticides, and decreased floral diversity all 
take a toll on these little animals. 

Conservation often focuses on purchasing special 
pieces of land that haven’t been trampled or 
paved yet. That’s not enough. We can’t “save 
the bees” by conserving little bits of habitat here 
and there in national parks. We have to include 
space for them in our agricultural lands, city 
parks, and yards. 

I asked Aimee Code, Pesticide Program 
Coordinator of the Xerces Society, a group 
focusing on conservation of native bees and 
insects, for her recommendations. “Our native 
bees, so vitally important in our ecosystems, are 
more sensitive to pesticides. Any person who has 
even a postage stamp yard can stop using 
pesticides, put in more native plants, … and 
leave some wild areas for bees to nest in the 
ground. It is that easy to help make a 
difference.” 

 

 Tickle bee coming in for a landing in a lawn. Mace Vaughn, Xerces Society 

Humans and Bees Can Live Together 

For a great example of how native bees and 
humans can live together in an urban setting, 
check out this Portland, Oregon school. They 
have adopted solitary mining bees as their 
mascots, the Tickle Bees.  It didn’t take 
massive landscaping to make this change; it 

just took a willingness to share and let things 
be slightly untidy. 
 
Right inside your lawn, there are wonders.  
Stop and look. 
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Squash Bees (Peponapis pruinosa) hiding in a squash flower. Hadel Go 


