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** New Venue: Benediction Lutheran Church, 56th St. and 6th Avenue ** 
** New Time: 1st Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm ** 

 
Tuesday, March 3rd:    A Journey to the Stars - by Dudley Booth. Dudley has lived in 
the Lower Mainland all of his life. His working life was primarily in sales management of tech 
equipment in both the welding industry and warehouse storage systems. 
 
Dudley’s interests are quite diverse as his curiosity sends him in many directions. His collection 
of over one thousand rare prints has even caught the attention of the National Gallery of 
Ottawa. These can be seen on Dudley’s website: www.historicphotos.ca.  
 
An exhibition of some of Dudley’s prints can be seen at the Silk Purse Gallery in West 
Vancouver March 17th to 29th. The Silk Purse Gallery is on the waterfront near 15th. 
 
Ultimately, Dudley’s keenest interest over the last five decades is his subject on March 3rd, the 
study and understanding of where we are in both space and in time. 
 
Tuesday, April 7th:   Larry Cowan: A Peruvian Birding Adventure – Lima to the Heart of the 
Amazon 
 
Tuesday, May 5th:    Erin Rutherford: Bats 
 
Tuesday, June 2nd:   Douglas Altshuler: How Animals Fly: The aerodynamics and neural 
control of animal flight through the lens of evolution. 



Silent Auction – March 3rd meeting 
 

 

 

Cheetah Cubs and Takedown of Wildebeest by Two Cheetahs 



Ladner Christmas Bird Count 2014 

The Ladner BC/Washington Christmas Bird Count was held on Sunday December 

21, with 143 species seen on count day plus three species in count period.  The 

143 species seen will make the Ladner CBC the # 1 Count in BC and in Canada, 

while Victoria which registered 141 species on their Count on December 20th.   

Species highlights included: a Great Egret, a Sora,  Western Scrub Jays (2), a 

Townsend’s Solitaire (1), Palm Warblers (2), Swamp Sparrows (5), Harris’ 

Sparrow (1),  Common Redpolls (2). These species are rare and not seen every 

year.  

The Ladner CBC recorded a 6 owl day (species that is)…Barn Owl, Great Horned 

Owl, Barred Owl, Long-eared Owl, Short-eared Owl and Northern Saw-whet 

Owl.  There were no Snowy Owls seen on the count this year.  The Point Roberts 

Team did an excellent job of recording the Common Murres, Pigeon Guillemots, 

Marbled Murrelets and Ancient Murrelets, which are sometimes hard to get on 

count day. The count also recorded high numbers of wintering Anna’s 

Hummingbirds, 129, surpassing our previous records of 59 last year.  

Two teams covered the George C. Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary, the CWS 

Alaksen property, and the rest of Westham Island. Both teams did a great job of 

recording a total 106 species. Mary Taitt led the team for Reifel and Westham 

Island which recorded 104 species and Pablo Jost lead the Alaksen Team with 73 

species. The two teams combined had 27 people counting birds throughout the 

day. Altogether, there were 105 birders out in the field, and 17 feeder watchers. 

A total of 122 birders participated in the count, and everyone had a great day of 

birding.  

Other interesting records for the day included a lower number of Bald Eagles – 

741 seen on count day, which is less than last year.  While we missed the Golden 

Eagle on count day we were able to add it to the count period, along with a 

Rusty Blackbird.  

By Jude Grass. judegrass@shaw.ca  Published in Marsh notes, January, 2015. 



 

Vancouver Bird Strategy, Delta Tourism, & the Delta Naturalists Society 

Vancouver City has developed a Bird Strategy, very much a part of their 

Greenest City initiative. The objectives are to support bird habitat; reduce 

threats; enhance access to nature; enhance awareness; and encourage and 

develop bird related tourism. 

As Delta is a major location on the Pacific flyway, and already a destination for 

birders from far and wide, Tourism Delta is exploring ways in which Delta can 

both support and benefit from Vancouver’s work in this area. To this end, Anne 

Murray agreed to head a DNS committee to develop a presentation to Delta 

Tourism. Those interested to volunteer to work with Anne Murray should contact 

her or Tom Bearss. 

http://vancouver.ca/parks-recreation-culture/vancouver-bird-strategy.aspx 

 

** The 27th International Ornithological Congress will convene at the 

Convention Centre with 2,000 bird scientists from 100 countries, August 19 to 

38, 2018. ** 

 

 

Snow bunting 

Photos by Greg Hart 

 

Anna’s hummingbird



UPDATE on Judicial Review of BC Environmental Review process in the B.C. 

Supreme Court on February 13, 2015. 

VAPOR and Otto Langer vs. BC Attorney General and Vancouver Airlines Fuel 

Facility Corporation 

Message from Otto Langer, VAPOR President to VAPOR supporters and those concerned 

about our rivers, public safety and public consultation: 

“Further to several inquiries the VAPOR and Otto Langer vs. BC AG and VAFFC six day Judicial 

Review was completed last Friday and now we are waiting for a written Judgement from 

Justice Madam Dillon. I feel it could take several weeks for her to go through the hundreds of 

pages of the materials presented. I have prepared a fairly detailed UPDATE for your 

information.” http://www.vaporbc.com/images/PRESS%20RELEASE%20FINAL%20Judicial%20

Review%20FEB%201,%202015.pdf 

An e-mail sent to Jim Ronback by Otto Langer on February 25:  

“FYI ---We are doing an update on all activities related to the VAFFC project. They have stated 

to Richmond that they now intend to apply for permits during February and March. They have 

sent three rather general new maps to Richmond of the pipeline route but nothing else. 

Permits are required from the City (terminal construction, electricity, water, etc.), OGC 

(pipeline), PMV (tank farm and pipelines leading to it), NWPA (river dredging. rip raping and 

dock upgrading) and FLNR (in river works). DFO will probably ignore the dredging as having 

no permanent harm to fish although they used to charge others for doing much less of this 

type of work in the past. I would strongly argue that the dredging of 8000 cubic meters of 

sand  and out of the river and replacing it with rock rip rap is indeed a permanent harm to 

habitat.”   

 

“A Richmond staff brief notes that the pipeline is under Oil and Gas Commission jurisdiction 

and they are not required to notify the city nor the public of any of the plans, permits etc. This 

also seems to apply to the works on PMV lands, i.e., the tank farm. AG lawyer Crowe’s 

arguments in court were that the public interest was protected in that the public consultation 

process never ends - it goes on and on!  In that PMV is not obligated by law to have any 

consultation process for the tanks, I feel what the respondents claimed in court is more or less 

an attempt to mislead the public and the Court. We have asked PMV to confirm public 

consultation on the hazard footprint.”    Otto 

Editor’s note: PMV – Port Metro Vancouver.  Appears all is smoke and mirrors.  

U 

  



Update on Stop the Radio Towers  

Whatcom County Council supported 7 to 0 the Hearing Examiner’s decision that the towers 

exceeded Point Roberts limit of 45 feet.  BBC Broadcasting has until early March to file an 

appeal under the Land Use Petition Act (LUPA) in Washington State Supreme Court. Stay 

tuned. 

 

Mountain birds beat the odds 

Mountain chickadees (Poecile gambeli) a North American bird in the tit family, store away 
food for later occasions. These birds are found at different elevations where varying winter 
conditions are experienced. Previous research showed that mountain chickadees living at 
harsher high elevations have bigger hippocampi, the part of the brain which plays an 
important role in memory and spatial navigation. These chickadees also have far superior 
spatial memory. This helps them to be better at remembering where they hid food away. 

Animals living in challenging or unpredictable environments such as deserts or snowy 
mountain peaks are generally thought to have enhanced mental abilities. These include being 
better able to solve problems and not shying away from inspecting new things 
 
Read more at: http://phys.org/news/2015-02-mountain-birds-odds.html#jCp 

 

        

Mountain Chickadee 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

Wed Mar 11: Birds on the Bay, Cammidge House, Boundary Bay Regional Park, 9 AM – 12:00 
 
Sat Mar 21: Birds in Focus slide show, Tsawwassen Arts Centre, 9 AM-1:00 PM 
 
Tue Apr 7: Delta Nats regular meeting 
 
Sun Apr 19: ** Fish Release, Watershed Park, North Delta, 12-2:00 
 
Sun Apr 19: Birds in Focus Photography Workshop, Cammidge House, 9 AM-1:00 PM 
 
Tue May 5: Delta Nats regular meeting 
 
May 7-10th, 2015 – Annual General Meeting (AGM), Salt Spring Island.  
For info contact Tom at Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com 
 
Sun May 10: ** Mother’s Day Tea with the Birds, International Migratory Bird Day, Cammidge 
House, 12-3:00 
 
Jun 10: Birds on the Bay.  
 
Sun June 21: ** Father’s Day, Sunday in the Park, Pancake Breakfast, Centennial Beach,  
9 – 12:00 
 
Sat Aug 15: ** Starry Night, Deas Island 7–10:00 
 
Sun Aug 16: ** Richmond Raptor Festival, Terra Nova Park, 11 – 4:00 
 
Sun Aug 23: ** Animal Expo, Memorial Park, Ladner, 10 - 4:00 
 
Sept 9: Birds on the Bay, 9 AM – 12:00 
 
Sat Sept 12: ** Day at the Farm, Westham Island, 10 – 4:00 
 
 
** Volunteers are needed for DNS displays **  If you can be at our display booth for a 
couple of hours, please contact Terry Carr (terrancecarr@gmail.com)   
 
No experience necessary. 

 
 
 



 
 
Raptor Festival Display, Terra Nova Park, 2014. 

 

 

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING 

 
Morning weekly outings occur on March 3, 11, 17, 24, and April 1 (note change 
to Wednesdays and start time of 7:30 am at Petras), with Tom Bearss.  
 
Birders meet at 8:00 a.m. during winter months, at Petra’s, in Tsawwassen.  
 
Check for changes and see Reports and outstanding photos of all DNCB outings 
on the blog site at www.dncb.wordpress.com which is compiled by Ken Borrie. 
Or, contact Tom at Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com.  
 

** Bird watching, or birding, is reported to be the No. 2 leisure time activity in 

North America, after gardening. ** 

 



BC NATURE 
 
May 7-10th, 2015 – Annual General Meeting (AGM), Salt Spring Island.  
For info contact Tom at Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com. 
 
 
BC NATURE CAMPS 2015:  
 
BC Nature Field Camps provide members with a chance to go out in the field, accompanied by 
knowledgeable leaders in Botany, Birding, Geology and a host of other areas in our natural 
world.  These camps can vary to “All Inclusive” lodges with very comfortable accommodation 
to rustic accommodation in barrack style, or shared accommodation rooms, or even as rustic 
as camping or glamping (glamourous camping) in motor homes/trailers).  
 
Tofino Marine Exploration camp, May 1-6th, 2015.  Visit www.bcnature.ca. 
 
 
 

 

  





ENVIRONMENT 

YVR Raptor Management Program 

At our November meeting, Gary Searing and David Bradbeer reported on their program to 

prevent raptors from being struck by aircraft at the Vancouver International Airport (YVR). On 

our casual birding walks we have photographed and reported birds that they have captured, 

tagged and relocated. 

In December 2013, by the dyke at 72nd in Ladner, I photographed a Red-tailed Hawk with K9 

on a large white wing tag. It was tagged as a Hatch Year bird at YVR in August 2013 and 

released the next day in Chilliwack.  

 

In February 2015, in Ladner near Delta Port Way, I photographed a Rough-legged Hawk with 

R8 on the wing tag. It was tagged as a Hatch Year bird at YVR in November 2014 and 

released the next day in Chilliwack. Ours was the 10th sighting of this bird since it was 

relocated to Chilliwack (all in the same area). 

 

YVR began a program of trapping and removing Red-tailed Hawks and Rough-legged Hawks in 
October 2010, primarily to improve air safety, but also as a raptor conservation tool. Each year 
the airport has a large number of transient raptors that winter at YVR as well as resident 
adults and local-raised young birds. Adult residents are least likely to be involved in collisions 
with aircraft, but a significant number of young birds and transient birds are struck each year. 
Those birds are removed from the airport environs by capturing them and releasing them just 
beyond Chilliwack where there is ample habitat and a reasonable likelihood that they will not 
return to YVR. They expanded the program in 2013 to all raptors (including owls). To date, 
over 400 birds have been captured and relocated. Most of them were relocated to Chilliwack. 
 
About 150 Red-tailed Hawks have been captured, of which less than a third, mostly resident 
adult birds or long-term wintering residents, have returned to the airport. Less than 20% of 
the very hazardous juvenile birds have returned. Several of the birds have been seen in 
Washington and Oregon. They have captured 10 Rough-legged Hawks (2 returned to YVR), 2 
Snowy Owls (1 returned), 2 Short-eared Owls (1 returned), over 150 Barn Owls (only a few 
have returned), and small numbers of Great Horned Owls, American Kestrels, Peregrine 
Falcons, Coopers Hawks, Sharp-shinned Hawks and Merlins (a few have returned).  
 
If you see tagged birds, please report the tag number and location to gfs@airportwildlife.ca 
 
There is more information at:  http://www.airportwildlife.ca 

Terry Carr 

 

 



      

 

 

Red-tailed Hawk. Photo by Terry Carr. December, 2013 

 

 

Ken Borrie has added a great new section to the DNCB blog called ‘Reporting’, for reporting 

tagged or dead or injured birds and animals, and other useful contacts for reporting. Here is 

the link: https://dncb.wordpress.com/reporting-birds-animals/ 

 



       

Rough-legged Hawk with wing tag. Photo by Terry Carr, February, 2015 

 

 

WINGS OVER WATER 
 

Northwest Birding Festival 
Blaine, Semiahmoo, Birch Bay 

March 13, 14, 15, 2015 
 
This free multi-day festival celebrates the abundance of wildlife and bird species in this pristine 
area of the Pacific Northwest with fieldtrips, life raptor displays, workshops, educational 
activities, expert wildlife speakers and more. 
 

Conservation, Education, Stewardship, Eco-tourism 

 
http://www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com/event_schedule.html  



           

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING WALK 

A ‘BIRDS ON THE BAY’ EVENT 

Wednesday, March 11 

Boundary Bay Regional Park  9:00am – noon 

 

Join Tom Bearss and his informal birdwatchers for a 2 1/2 hour amble 

Enjoy the abundance of resident and migratory inhabitants, including 

shorebirds, waterfowl, raptors, and smaller birds. 

Bring binoculars if you have them. 

The outing will end with beverage and snack at historic Cammidge House. 

Meet: Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional Park, Delta 

Info: 604 940 9296 or tom.bearss@dccnet.com 

Hosts: Delta Nature.  No charge for events; voluntary donation for snacks 

 

 

Poster by Rochelle Farquhar 

  



BIRDS IN FOCUS 

 

Art Show   March 3 - 31    
  

“Birds and their Habitat”  A display of paintings and photo prints by local artists 
 

Saturday, March 21, 6:30 - 7:30  
 

Reception followed by digital photo show 7:30 pm - 9:30 pm   
 

Birds in Focus – A Visual Presentation 
Expert bird photographers Alfredo Fernandez, Jim Martin and 

Connor Stefanison will present their digital photos of amazing birds  
that migrate through and live in the Lower Mainland and beyond.    

Meet: Tsawwassen Arts Centre  1172-56th Street 
(SE corner of 56th Street & 12th Avenue) 

 
Hosts: Delta Corporation, Boundary Bay Park Association, Delta Nature  

 
Advance Registration required: 604 943 9437 or Jhamlin@delta.ca 

Cost: pay at door $5.00 - all ages welcome 
Minimum 10 –Maximum 135 

 

 

  Photo: Rochelle Farquhar 

Sunday April 19   9 am - 1 pm 



Birds in Focus – Photography Workshop 
 

Local photographer Ursula Easterbrook presents her popular workshop  
which explores basic to advanced photography skills, techniques, digital aspects, 

equipment selection, places to go and more. Bring your camera (film or 
digital), tripod, film/card and anything else you might need to 

photograph birds.  
Practice session in the park with captive raptors 

 
Meet: Cammidge House in Boundary Bay  

Regional Park near Centennial Beach, Tsawwassen 

Hosts: Boundary Bay Park Association and  
Metro Vancouver Regional Parks 

Advance Registration required: 604 432 6359 

Cost: pay at door $20.00 - ages 12+ 

Minimum 6 – Maximum 25 
 

Poster by Rochelle Farquhar 
 

     

               Trumpeter Swan          Photo by Glen Bodie 

 

  



MEMBER’S MUSINGS 

 

  

A Tale of Two Tails 
  
  

If you live on a slough and feed the birds, as I do, you will probably have 
some unwelcome visitors, namely rats.  Two different species of rat have 
taken advantage of the bounty in my back yard.  In an odd way, I’ve 
become interested in their comings and goings. After all, they’re just 
squirrels with hairless tails, aren’t they?  First of all, there is the Norway Rat 
(a.k.a. Brown, Sewer, or House Rat).  And then there is the Black Rat (a.k.a. 
Ship or Roof Rat).  I used to get Norway Rats gleaning seeds under my bird 
feeder but they seem to have disappeared.  The common forager these days 
is the Black Rat.  You can tell the difference between these two species by 
the length of their tails.  The Norway Rat’s tail is about the same length as 
its body, whereas the Black Rat’s tail is longer than its body.  I’m sure you 
will want to use this bit of interesting trivia at your next cocktail (pardon the 
pun) party. 
  
One day I was watching a Black Rat eating seeds under the feeder by my 
shed which has a sidewalk running along one side towards the slough.  An 
Eastern Grey Squirrel arrived and decided to partake of the offerings.  At 
first, they tolerated one another’s presence.  Suddenly, however, the rat 
jumped straight up in the air and came down on the squirrel’s back.  For a 
few seconds, there was a ball of fur thrashing around and then the rat took 
off down the sidewalk towards the slough with the squirrel in hot pursuit.  
They both disappeared over the bank of the slough.  A few minutes later, 
the squirrel returned with the end of its tail missing!  Where there had once 
been the last couple of inches of a bushy tail, there was just a small blob of 
red blood.  The squirrel seemed quite unfazed by this adjustment to its 
anatomy and came back to finish its meal.  The rat was never seen again.   
  
I’ve obviously been putting the wrong bait in my rat trap. 

 

Valerie Fuller 

  



EXECUTIVE and COMMITTEES 2014-2015 
 
President – Tom Bearss  
 
Vice-President – Elizabeth Perrin 
 
Secretary – Anita Den Dikken 
 
Treasurer/ Membership – Jennifer Melville-Roberts 
 
FBCN Director – Ursula Easterbrook 
 
Speakers Co-ordinator – Ursula Easterbrook 
 
Environmental Issues – James Ronback, Jim_Ronback@dccnet.com 604 948-1589 
 
Directors at large – Hans-Ulf Schellhase 
   Lorraine Mwenifumbo 
 
Committees: 
 
Newsletter Editor – Audrey Coutts   
 
Publicity – Valerie Fuller 
 
Social Committee – Lorraine Mwenifumbo & Elizabeth Perrin 
Display Co-ordinator  – Terry Carr; Assistant co-ordinator Marylile Martin 
 
Archivist – Geof Hacker 
    
Casual Birders – Tom Bearss 
Telescope Custodian – Tom Bearss 
 

Useful Phone Numbers: 
 
Wild Life Rescue .....................................................604 526-7275 
Canadian Wildlife Services ....................................604 666-0143 
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour) ....................................... 604 737-3074 
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary ............................604 946-6980 
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab) ...........................604 946-3171 
Wildlife Violation Report ........................................1-800-663-9453 
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE ..........................604 666-3500 
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust ........................... 604 940-339 

Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver. 
 



 

 

Festival Active Pass 2015 - A reason to Celebrate! 

April 17 to 19, 2015 – Mayne Island 

 

Something for everyone, from free events to special excursions that will take festival goers to 
special places in the Southern Gulf Islands. Oh, and by the way, if great food, wonderful 
entertainment and a world class keynote speaker are of interest to you, plan on registering for 
the Festival Feast. 

The Festival draws on the strengths of the island communities to make it one event in 2015 
that you won’t want to miss. This is a ‘must do” event for naturalists, birders, photographers, 
visual artists and arts enthusiasts, historians, families and children. The Festival will feature 
exhibitions, performances, excursions and workshops including: 

 local artists and their inspired works; 
 boat and land-based nature explorations of the region; 
 photography and writing workshops; 
 island food, music and live theatre; 
 gallery and studio tours;  
 family oriented activities; and more ….  

- all of which are inspired by the natural beauty of the area and the welcoming residents 
of the islands. 

Free bus shuttles to and from venues and departure points for field excursions as well as 
certified small boat shuttles between island communities.  

 

For details of what the Active Pass Nature and Arts Festival offers, please consult its website. 

www.festivalactivepass.com 

 

 



 


