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Birds and animals play an important role in keeping ecosystems balanced and healthy.  It is 
important to plan so that humans and wildlife may benefit from nature, in its protected parks and 
seashores, as well as in residential areas.

UPCOMING EVENTS

The DELTA NATURALISTS’ SOCIETY MEETING – will be held on Monday 
February 10, 2014, at 7:30 p.m., at Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional 
Park, with guest speaker, TAMSIN BAKER, who will do a presentation on:

Sand Ecosystems of BC’s South Coast:  

Along the South Coast of BC, you can find unique sand ecosystems on beaches, spits 
and dunes that are impacted by tides, storm surges and ocean spray.  Because of their 
close proximity to the ocean, these areas support a wide range of interesting and 
endangered species and ecological communities. Recently, the South Coast 
Conservation Program has been raising awareness and encouraging stewardship of 
coastal sand ecosystems along the South Coast, including those areas found in the 
Lower Mainland such as Boundary Bay.  The talk will give an overview on coastal 
sand ecosystems, why they are important, where you can find them, the species of 
interest and what you can do to help.

 Tamsin Baker, M. Sc., has been involved with the South Coast 
Conservation Program (SCCP) since its inception in 2005.  
Since 2012, she has been the Stewardship Coordinator for 
the SCCP where she has been coordinating stewardship 
activities including landholder contact for Coastal Sand 

Ecosystems on the South Coast and Species at Risk in the 
Lower Mainland/Fraser Valley.  



From 1999 to 2012, she was The Land Conservancy of BC’s Lower Mainland 
regional manager and has experience with land acquisitions, conservation covenants, 
stewardship initiatives and partnership building.                                   

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING

MONDAY MORNING WEEKLY OUTINGS, on February 3, 10, 17 and 24, 2014, 
with Tom Bearss.  Birders meet at 8:00 a.m. during winter months, at Petra’s, in 
Tsawwassen.  Check for changes and see Reports and Photos of all DNCB outings on 
the blog site at www.dncb.wordpress.com, which is compiled by Ken Borrie.  Or 
contact Tom at Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com.  Permission, copyrights, and non-monetary 
use of photographs, considered by newsletter.  Photo shows clean habitat for birds.

Bewick’s Wren at Reifel Bird Sanctuary, December 2013      (Photo by: Bryan King)

BIRD FACT:  “Birds sometimes fly thousands of miles during migratory flights.  How do they find 
their way?  Scientists think that many use the sun, stars, and landmarks such as mountains and 
streams as navigational markers.  Other birds learn the migratory paths by following experienced 
leaders.”  (Aardvarks to Zebras, Melissa S. Tulin)

http://www.dncb.wordpress.com/
mailto:Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com


Valerie Fuller was doing a 
Feeder Watch on January 
5, 2014, and had a rather 
large number of Wood 
Ducks arrive in her yard.  
She put apples out which 
they seemed to enjoy.  
However, they then 
discovered the feeder and 
made themselves right at 
home!  The photos were 
taken through her kitchen 
window.

Wood Ducks on Feeder       
(Photo by: Valerie Fuller)

MEETINGS/EVENTS:

1. DNS Executive Meeting:  Monday January 27, 2014, at 7:30 p.m.  Committee 
Reports 

2. DNS General Meeting:  Monday February 10, 2014, at 7:30 p.m., at Cammidge 
House.   Guest Speaker, Tamsin Baker, talks about coastal sand ecosystems. 

3. DNS Executive Meeting:  Monday February 24, 2014, at 7:30 p.m., place TBA
4. Quarterly BIRDS ON THE BAY outing: Wednesday March 12, 2014, 9:00 to 

Noon, from Cammidge House, in Boundary Bay Regional Park, South Delta

BC NATURE

DATES TO REMEMBER:

1. January 31, 2014 –  last date for CLUB GRANT APPLICATIONS 
2. February 28, 2014 – due date for AGM RESOLUTIONS
3. April 15, 2014 –final date for AGM REPORTS
4. May 1 to 4, 2014 – Annual General Meeting (AGM), in Victoria.  “Coastal 

Connections”, co-hosted by the Rocky Point Bird Observatory and the Victoria 
Natural History Society.  For info contact Tom at Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com. 

BC NATURE CAMPS 2014: Tofino Marine Exploration camp, April 27 to May 14, 

2014;   Nicola Ranch camp from May 29 to June 1, 2014.  Visit www.bcnature.ca.  

http://www.bcnature.ca/
mailto:Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com


OTHER LOCAL EVENTS:

BOUNDARY BAY PARKS ASSOCIATION Meeting:  Friday February 7, 2014, at 
7:00 p.m., at Cammidge House.  Contact Tom at Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com. 

HERITAGE DAY at CAMMIDGE HOUSE:  Sunday February 23, 2014, 1 to 4 p.m., 
in Boundary Bay Regional Park, in South Delta.  There will be an exhibit of antique 
cars, and tea and baked goods will be provided, to celebrate Heritage Week B.C.  
Contact Lori at Lori.Bartley@metrovancouver.org. 

CAR BOOT SALE:  Sunday June 14, 2014, plan now to rent a space for the first Car 
Boot Sale at Centennial Beach.  It’s always fun!  Contact: Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com. 

Beach Grove Lagoon and Spit, December 2013 (Photo by: Glen Bodie)

A LOCAL STUDY: Beach Grove Lagoon and Spit Assessment Report: An Update 
(Article by: Susan Burns)

  Speaking of sand ecosystems, there was an extensive, historical and comparative 
study of the Beach Grove Lagoon, in Boundary Bay, that was compiled in 1998.  At 
that time, there were concerns that the future mud flat and tidal channel habitats 
would decline and, consequently, no longer support the great diversity of waterfowl, 
shorebirds, fish and wildlife in this area.  If natural wave action of the bay continued 
to fill the area with sand, it might turn into a salt marsh.  And, why is this important? 
Water will not be able to enter the area to oxygenate it, nor can it provide protection 
for birds from harsh winds and hunting areas.  If birding habitats are discouraged, 
then other salt marsh species might replace them.  Birds are a natural and safe way 
to reduce Townsend Vole populations and to balance the ecosystem.

mailto:Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com
mailto:Lori.Bartley@metrovancouver.org
mailto:Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com


  In 1998, the Steering Committee, consisted of representatives from the Ministry of 
the Environment, the Delta Naturalists Society, the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, the Corporation of Delta, FREMP, the Canadian Wildlife Society, the 
community, and the GVRD Regional Parks Board.

  At that time, the Steering Committee suggested several solutions to maintain a mud 
flat and intertidal channel habitat.  These included: No Intervention; Dredging; an 
Engineered Spit; or Breaching of the 12th Avenue dyke, in order to increase tidal 
circulation.  As well, it suggested smaller options such as log debris removal and 
pump station outfall modification.  It was decided to monitor the area.

  During the past thirty years, according to one local Beach Grove resident, the mud 
flats have been gradually changing into a salt marsh.  However, as long as there is a 
channel from the lagoon to the ocean, with daily tides flowing in and water flowing 
out at the pump station, then the mud flats and tidal channel habitat will be 
preserved.  As more water is drawn in, then more water fowl will frequent the clean 
water of the outflow pump.  This is a natural habitat, with the purpose of facilitating 
bird migrations.  The logs and debris that floated into the lagoon area during a storm 
event, have gradually been floating out again during high-tide and wind conditions.  
At present, there are tidal channels for waterfowl, and grasslands on the foreshores 
for raptors.  To view the study, visit: http://www.raincoastappliedecology.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2012/05/1998_Beach_Grove_Assessment_Report.pdf.

“WINGS OVER WATER” NORTHWEST BIRDING FESTIVAL:

From March 13 to 16, 2014, in Blaine, Washington.  Delta Naturalist, Terry Carr, and 
many others, recommend this 12th Annual birding event, which has been a big success 
in the past.  Watch for this year’s program events online, or phone Visitor 
Information at 1-800-624-3555.

BALANCE BETWEEN NATURE AND URBAN AREAS                  

SNOWY OWL Harassment Hotline (1-877-952-7277):  The Hotline is a Conservation 
Officer Service Reporting Line about violations and conflicts with wildlife.  It will 

give you advice on living with wildlife as well as information on hunting 
at: www.env.gov.bc/cos.  Be sure to include: date, time and location of 
conflict, as well as photo or video evidence of violators and their vehicles. 

Snowy Owl (Photo by: Michael Gabler)

Migratory Birds Hunting Regulations:   Hunting season on the Delta is over on 
January 25th, and open again for a month from February 10 to March 10, 2014.   It is 
important for birders to be aware of this, for safety reasons.  Hunting requires a valid 
federal Permit.  Enquiries at: 1-800-668-6767 or visit enviroinfo@gc.ca. 

mailto:enviroinfo@gc.ca
http://www.raincoastappliedecology.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/1998_Beach_Grove_Assessment_Report.pdf
http://www.raincoastappliedecology.ca/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/1998_Beach_Grove_Assessment_Report.pdf


Temporary Closure of Boardwalk:  For safety reasons, the 500 foot long boardwalk 
through the tall reeds and marsh area between 12th Avenue and Raptor Trail, will be 
replaced with a wider and nicer walkway, in the spring of 2014.  The boardwalk is a 
slight short cut between trails which allows viewing of birds that cannot be seen from 
the main dyke trail. This may also be a sensitive bird environment.  Contact Lynden: 
604-432-6200. Visit: www.metrovancouver.org/about/maps/Maps/BoundaryBay. 

Centennial Beach:  In case you are wondering what all of the excitement is at 
Centennial Beach, it will be interesting to see some new ducks in the rehabilitated 
pond area!

AAA Wildlife Control:  When urban expansion encroaches on animal habitat, then 
animals and birds learn to adapt their behavior for food and shelter.  Birds may nest 
in roof vents, chimneys, soffits and roofs.  It may be illegal to kill, trap or re-locate 
animals in an inhumane way.  And, it may be extremely dangerous to try removal 
yourself.  Enter, AAA Wildlife Control to provide solutions with humane imaginative 
ingenuity.  If there are young birds, a plastic nest may be placed on the side of the 
house near the original nest, until the birds can fly and re-locate.  It is upsetting for 
animals to move.  In this case, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure!  
Contact: 604-940-6885.  Or view:  http://vancouverwildlife.com/videos.  It may pull a 
heart string!

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE:

James Ronback, Vice-President of the Delta Naturalists’ Society and retired Systems 
Safety Engineer, has been reporting each month on several larger environmental 

issues in the local areas of the Delta and Fraser River that also 
involve public safety issues.  

For more information contact: Jim Ronback

(Fraser River: Photo by Wikimedia Commons)

The Fraser River: is the longest river within British Columbia, 
flowing down to the Delta estuarine.                   

Naturalists are concerned that the environment of the Fraser River remain protected, 
as it is an important bird area (IBA).    

VAPOR: is a group of citizens who are opposed to the Vancouver Airport Fuel 
Facilities Corporation bringing ocean-going super tankers up the south arm of the 
Fraser River to docks, where toxic and flammable jet fuel will be unloaded into a 
newly proposed terminal and 80,000,000 liter tank farm located on the bank of the 
Fraser River in Richmond, and then transported through a 15 kilometer 
underground pipeline to the YVR airport.  An oil spill in the river or a fire and fuel-

http://vancouverwildlife.com/videos
http://www.metrovancouver.org/about/maps/Maps/BoundaryBay


vapor air explosion next to nearby residential areas in Richmond would be 
catastrophic.

VAPOR is considering a legal challenge against the flawed environmental assessment 
process that prevented public review of key documents that were introduced after the 
comment period was closed.

Despite much opposition, on December 12, 2013, the project received conditional 
approval from the BC government, with 64 conditions attached, including an 
acceptable fire plan.  Removing thousands of oil tanker trucks from local highways 
each year does not justify this hazardous project when there were much safer, more 
reliable and environmentally friendlier alternatives available.  According to Vickie 
Huntington, MLA for Delta South, safer alternatives were not considered, and 
everyone, including Delta, should be concerned when the Fraser estuary could be 
seriously threatened.

COAL DUST: is another important environmental concern.  In 2012, the Fraser 
Surrey Docks applied to Port Metro Vancouver to develop a coal transfer facility that 
would initially handle 4 million metric tons of coal a year, for export.  The Surrey 
Docks would be a transfer point for coal mined in the Powder Basin of Wyoming and 
Montana that was transported by rail through White Rock and South Surrey, to 
barges that would sail down the south arm of the Fraser River past Steveston, to a 
secondary transfer facility on Texada Island, where it would be   transferred again to 
ocean-going ships, for export to China.  

Health and safety issues are many: ranging from noise pollution to coal dust that may 
cause illness.  As well, a thin layer of coal dust containing mercury may cover 
farmland and contaminate crops, or it may leach into water and settle into eel grass 
which herring feed on, and so on up the food chain to salmon and orcas, and to 
human food.  When coal is burned, its emissions come down in rain and end up in 
tissues.  There may also be diesel particulates from trains and waiting ships.

Delta Council would like a multi-agency review and the BC government to take 
control of the coal transfer facility, while Richmond Council completely opposes any 
new coal facilities along the Fraser River estuary.

__________________________________________________

EDITOR’S COMMENTS: I would be thrilled to receive articles and photos for the 
newsletter.   Your contributions and comments are always appreciated! 



EXECUTIVE and COMMITTEES 2013-2014 
 
 
President – Tom Bearss 

 
Vice-President – Jim Ronback 

 
Secretary – Annie Kaps 

 
Treasurer/ Membership – Jennifer Melville-Roberts 

 
FBCN Director – Ursula Easterbrook 

 
Newsletter Editor – Susan L. Burns 

 
Member at large – Hans-Ulf Schellhase 

 
Speakers Co-ordinator – Ursula Easterbrook 

 
Publicity Committee – Valerie Fuller 

 
Social Committee – Lorraine Mwenifumbo and Marilynn King 

 
Environment Committee Chair – Judy Kilcup 

 
Display Committee Chair – Terry Carr 

 
Archivist – Geof Hacker 

 
Casual Birders – Tom Bearss 
 
Telescope custodian – Tom Bearss 
 
 
Useful Phone Numbers: 
 
Wild Life Rescue ..................................................... 604 526-7275 

Canadian Wildlife Services ..................................... 604 666-0143 

Rare Bird Alert (24 hour) ....................................... 604 737-3074 

Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary ............................ 604 946-6980 

OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab) ........................... 604 946-3171 

Wildlife Violation Report ........................................ 1-800-663-9453 

Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE .......................... 604 666-3500 

Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust ........................... 604 940-3392 
	  

 




