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KEEP	  BRITISH	  COLUMBIA	  BEAUTIFUL	  
There	  is	  currently	  a	  great	  debate	  that	  is	  raging	  between	  environmentalists	  and	  the	  
government,	  about	  how	  to	  protect	  the	  pristine	  beauty	  of	  the	  British	  Columbian	  coast	  lines,	  
while	  at	  the	  same	  time	  looking	  at	  economic	  prosperity.	   This	  month,	  we	  will	  look	  at	  local	  
marine	  life	  that	  is	  collected	  and	  cared	  for	  at	  the	  Vancouver	  Aquarium	  and	  its	  two	  satellite	  
aquariums	  in	  Richmond,	  BC.	  

	  

	  
	  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
The DELTA NATURALISTS’ MEETING - Monday January 13, 2014, at 7:30 pm, is 
at Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional Park, with our guest speaker being 
ANTHONY DALTON - by Ursula Easterbrook (Coordinator Speaker’s Committee). 

 
During the 1990’s, ANTHONY DALTON spent months each 
year tracking Royal Bengal tigers in the Sundarbans 
mangrove forest of south-western Bangladesh, in company 
with a Bangladeshi naturalist/ wildlife photographer. They 
traveled by riverboat when they could, and on land when they 
had to. At night they either slept on the boat, in a watchtower 
or, for a couple of weeks on one trek, in a hide built in a tree. 
Anthony’s jungle travels were rewarded by irregular tiger 

sightings and a few close encounters: the most notable, when a full-grown tiger tried 
to get on the river boat with them.  Anthony photographed the transient fishermen in 
the forest, the birds and other wildlife. 

 
Anthony Dalton, FRGS, FRCGS 

 
A former expedition leader working in Africa, the Middle East and occasionally in 
the Arctic, Anthony Dalton is the author of 14 non-fiction books, a co-author of 2 
others and has had his illustrated articles published in magazines and newspapers in 
20 countries and 9 languages. Anthony is the past president of the Canadian 



Author’s Association, a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society and a Fellow of the 
Royal Canadian Geographical Society. He has won awards and honours in Canada 
for his writing and for his services to other writers, and is included in the Canadian 
Who’s Who. He now spends a few months each year travelling the world as a guest 
speaker for two cruise ship lines, while maintaining a busy writing and teaching 
schedule. His first novel, RELENTLESS PURSUIT, was released in September 2013. 
Contact: www.anthonydalton.net. 

 
Non-fiction books by Anthony Dalton: 

 
1.  WAYWARD SAILOR, in search of the real Triston Johns (long-listed for the 

Wales Book of the Year Award 2004); 
 

2.  J BOATS, Sailing to Success 
 

3.  BAYCHIMO, Arctic Ghost Ship 
 

4.  ALONE Against the Arctic 
 

5.  ADVENTURES WITH CAMERA AND PEN 
 

6.  RIVER ROUGH, RIVER SMOOTH: Adventures on Manitoba`s Historic 
Hayes River 

 
7.  ARCTIC NATURALIST: The Life of J. Dewey Soper 

 
8.  THE GRAVEYARD OF THE PACIFIC: Shipwreck Tales from the Depths of 

History 
 

9.  A LONG DANGEROUS COASTLINE: Shipwreck Tales from Alaska to 
California 

 
10. POLAR BEARS: The Arctic’s Fearless Great Wanderers 

 
11. THE FUR-TRADE FLEET: Ship wrecks of the Hudson’s Bay Company 

 
12. FIRE CANOES: Steamboats on Great Canadian Rivers 

 
13. SIR JOHN FRANKLIN: Expeditions to Destiny 

 
14. HENRY HUDSON: Doomed Navigator and Explorer (for release in 2014) 

Co-Author/editor: 

1.  The Best of Nautical Quarterly (with Reese Palley) 
 

2.  Herreshoff Sailboats (with Gregory O. Jones) 
 
These books will provide lots of interesting indoor reading, for the curious and the 
adventurous, during the cold winter months. 



 
 

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING 
 
MONDAY MORNING WEEKLY OUTINGS, with Tom Bearss. Usually meet at 
8:00 a.m. during winter months, at Petra’s in Tsawwassen, to car pool. Bring your 
binoculars and cameras. Check future destinations and changes on the DNCB blog 
at: www.wordpress.com. Or contact Tom at: tom_bearss@dccnet.com. 

 
The QUARTERLY BIRDS ON THE BAY event on December 11th was led by Tom 
Bearss from Cammidge House, and was well attended. See DNCB Blog for details at: 
www.wordpress.com.  Next BOTB walk will be on March 14, 2014. 

 

The CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT on December 22nd was organized by Jude Grass, 
with sectional leaders in 
various areas. Those who did 
not attend could count birds in 
their yards. Mary Ronback 
counted twelve Band-tailed 
Pigeons that visited her bird 
feeders, with a picture of six 
pigeons shown here. Picture 
was taken by her son-in-law, 
during a family visit. 

 
Photo by Marc L’esperance 
(Band-tailed pigeons) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
LADNER CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT REPORT – by Anne Murray 

 
The Ladner Christmas Bird Count (CBC) took place on Sunday December 22, 2013. 
Local naturalists participated in one of several areas into which the Count was 
divided. We count every bird for every species, and compete with other regions 
across BC and Canada for the number of species observed. This year’s tally was a 
bit lower than usual. 

 
The result for Area 1, was 76 species, about average for the area, which covers the 
east side of the South Delta peninsula. (Last year, in better weather, the count was 89 
species, but it has gone as low as 64 species in some years.) The overall count for the 
full Ladner CBC this year is at 133 species so far, though not all areas are tallied. 

 
Birder turn-out was excellent this year. Delta Naturalists participating in the Area 1 
Count included: Terry Carr, Ken and Anne Borrie, Len and Anne Murray, Kathleen 
Whipp, Jim Morrison, and Donna Thompson. Other participants were our 



tabulator-in-chief Peter Candido, Gareth Pugh, Helen Brown and son, Josh from 
Vancouver, Michelle and Steve Jackson, and visitors Catherine, Chris and baby 
Cecilia Jones from California. Rochelle Farquhar provided an amazing lunch for 
this eclectic crowd at her home in Boundary Bay, allowing us to count ducks from the 
window. Thanks so much Rochelle! We very much missed the company of Don 
(Farquhar) who was in the hospital and we wish him a speedy recovery. 

 
Weather was an issue on count day, with mist, damp drizzle and snow lying in some 
areas still. Birds tended to be hiding in the bushes and few were interested in 
checking us out. Highlights included Wilson’s Snipe that were seen by two sub- 
groups, Lincoln’s Sparrows, a larger than usual number of Anna’s Hummingbirds 
and many more Varied Thrushes than usual. We dipped on a couple of common 
birds though: no Red-breasted Nuthatches and our usually reliable Great Horned 
Owl stayed hidden from sight. 

 
Jim and Mary Ronback had the right idea: they did a feeder count in their garden 
and got their regular flock of Band-tailed pigeons and a number of other good 
species! Thanks to all who participated. 

 
Anne Murray: Nature Guides BC, in Delta, Telephone 604-943-0273; Website: 
www.natureguidesbc.com; Blog: www.natureguidesbc.wordpress.com. 

 

 
 
 

OTHER EVENTS AND ARTICLES 
 
TRAP SMART – (AIRPORT RELOCATION OF RAPTORS TO THE UPPER 
FRASER VALLEY) –  info from Terry Carr 

 
On December 16, 2013, Terry Carr, a Delta Naturalist’s photographer, took a photo 
of a tagged Red-tailed Hawk at Kings Link golf course. He contacted Gary Searing, 
a biologist and founder of Airport Wildlife Management International Inc. (AWMI), 
in an attempt to identify the bird. And, indeed, it was one of Gary’s birds that had 
been captured and tagged at YVR Airport in Richmond on August 24th and relocated 
just beyond Chilliwack the next day. 

 
Gary’s company is concerned about air safety as well as raptor conservation for all 
raptors, including Red-tailed Hawks, Rough-legged Hawks, Snowy Owls, Barn Owls, 
American Kestrels, Great Horned Owls, Peregrine Falcons, Coopers Hawks and 
Merlin Hawks. Gary uses Swedish Goshawk traps with electronic monitors to alert 
biologists when a bird is caught at the airport. Then the birds are covered for 
protection, banded, tagged and relocated 100 km away. Each airport, including 
YVR and SeaTac and Portland International airports, have their own color tags, to 
help with identification of the raptors and to determine if they are resident, wintering 
or transient birds. The capture and relocation program has been very successful 
with few birds returning to the airports. (Article in www.wctmagazine.com) 



 
 

BARN OWL BOX INSTALLATION 
 
Barn Owl Box installation was completed on December 17, 2013, in Boundary Bay 
Regional Park, as seen from the Savannah Trail, with Tom Bearss attending. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo by Terry Carr  (Barn Owl box Dec. 2013) 

 
PHOTO EXHIBIT – was held from December 1 to 30, 2013, at the Tsawwassen 
Library. If you are interested in viewing or purchasing some of Ursula’s prints, 
framed or unframed, or in having her take some nature photographs of your choice, 
contact her at urs@telus.net. 

 
EXECUTIVE MEETING – No meeting in December. The next Executive Meeting 
will be on January 27, 2014, at 7:30 p.m., at Jennifer Melville-Roberts home. 

 
B.C. NATURE – DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

-January 31st – Deadline for club GRANT APPLICATIONS 
 

-February 28th – Deadline for AGM Resolutions 
 

-April 15th – Deadline for AGM Reports 

-May 1 to 4, 2014 – Annual General Meeting (AGM), in Victoria. Register now!! 

NEW WEST COAST NATURE BLOG - Hans Boerger, a retired ecologist who is 
living on the east coast of Vancouver Island, has started a blog with very 
informative and easy to read short articles on plants and animals living in the 
coastal regions of Canada’s West Coast. Many years ago, he wrote a weekly column 
which was carried in four Canadian newspapers. To view this excellent blog site: 
google “Boerger West Coast Nature”. 

 
BIRD DEATH CONCERNS - On October 1, 2013, Richard Elliot, director of 
wildlife research for Environment Canada, said that 270 million birds are killed 
every year in Canada from human-related activity. The report looked at wild birds, 



 
 

only. Leading causes of death appeared to be cats, domestic and feral, followed by 
collisions with tall structures such as power lines and buildings, and collisions with 
vehicles. Visit www.cbc.ca/news/.../9-leading-causes-of-bird-deaths in Canada- 
1.1873654; http://hardware.slashdot.org/story/13/12/08/0358243/US-issues-30-year- 
eagle-killing-permits-to-wind-industry; Danger Comes on Two or Four Legs (The 
Vancouver Sun Dec. 16, 2013). 

 
DISMANTLING OF FISHERIES LIBRARY - In December 2013, the Eric 
Marshall Library was shut down. It had been established in 1973 as part of the 
Freshwater Institute at the University of Manitoba. Nearly 40,000 books dating 
back to the 1880’s on freshwater science and protection, were relocated to a federal 
library in Sidney, B.C.http://thetyee.ca/News/2013/12/09/Dismantling- 
FisheryLibrary/. 

 
 
 

KEEPING BRITISH COLUMBIA BEAUTIFUL – SERIES 
 

Special thanks are extended to our November Speaker, Danny Kent, 
whose slide presentation raised awareness about the incredible 
Diversity of Marine Life in our north Pacific waters, as well as some 
local issues of concern such as, “Why are Sea Stars disintegrating?” 
Aquariums play a big role by observing marine environments and 
educating the public with displays about conservation and research. 

 
 
 
 
AQUARIUM EXHIBITS - “cold blooded, icky, scaly and bioluminescent critters” - a 
fascinating look at marine life in our local North Pacific waters – by Susan Burns 

 
Our November speaker, marine biologist, Danny Kent, gave a captivating photo 

presentation to a full audience at Cammidge House, on December 9, 2013. His topic: 
Marine Life of British Columbia – A Sampling of Coastal Diversity. Mr. Kent has 
spent the last 25 years working for the Vancouver Aquarium, collecting and caring 
for marine animals from the Arctic, as well as from local waters surrounding 
Vancouver Island, the South Charlotte Islands, Ucluelet, the Gulf Islands, Howe 
Sound, West Vancouver, the Hawkins Islands, and the turbulent waters around he 
inlets of Port Hardy where there are super deep fiords, reefs, rocky shorelines, and 
high tidal and current passages. Critters that are collected range from jellyfish, 
plankton, barnacles, crabs, shrimp, octopus, sea slugs, snails, squid, sea anemone, sea 
stars, sea urchins and fishes. And plants are collected from the nonvascular type of 
red algae (coral), green algae, and brown algae (kelp), as well as from the vascular 
group of eel grass. 

 
Divers may be in the field for a week, to collect specimens. Equipment might include 
boats and fishing rods, diving suits and scuba gear, anesthetic and sucking guns, 



plastic knives to peel off sea anemone, or hammers to release barnacles from rock. 
There may be the danger of hypothermia or drowning, or a frisky adolescent Stellar 
Sea Lion nibbling at a diver’s calves, or a Harbor Seal following the boat to catch a 
free meal. But, rarely do the divers see a shark.  Collected sea specimens are hung 
from docks in perforated baskets to keep them in a natural marine environment, 
then packed into trucks, and unpacked at the aquarium. 

 
The Vancouver Aquarium houses around 70,000 species of marine life at its Stanley 
Park location in Vancouver and around 50,000 species at its satellite Airport 
Aquariums, at the International Departures section in Richmond, BC. The latter has 
a 30,000 gallon tank containing large rocks, water and transplanted eel grass. 
Behind the scenes are life supports such as: water tanks, pumps, heaters, chillers, 
pump filters, a water quality testing system for all types of waters, as well as frozen 
and fresh food. The aquarium collects and studies fish. Some areas do research, 
although not in his particular section. Salaries are from admissions to the aquarium, 
and from corporate donations. Much care is taken to preserve marine habitat, here. 

 
Mr. Kent described many different species of sea life, of all colors and sizes, living as 
part of a larger marine ecosystem. 

 
Observing marine environments, Mr. Kent commented on the recent concerns about 
the health and die-off of millions of Star Fish from Alaska to California, and the 
thousands of mollusks found dead on a beach on December 12th, which the Aquarium 
has been investigating. Visit: www.vancouveraquarium.org or www.vanaqua.org 
and http://www.aquablog.ca/2012/10/spotlight-on-howe-sound-marine-life-, 
www.healthmap.org/diseasedaily/.../marine-scientists-investigate-massive..., 

 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT	  COMMITTEE	  -‐	  (Contact:	  Jim	  at	  Jim_Ronback@dccnet.com)	  

	  

	  
Draft	  Guidelines	  for	  the	  Preparation	  of	  an	  Environmental	  Impact	  Statement	  (EIS)	  –	  
for	  the	  Roberts	  Bank	  Terminal	  2	  Project,	  pursuant	  to	  the	  Canadian	  
Environmental	  Assessment	  Act,	  2012,	  to	  support	  the	  government’s	  Responsible	  
Resource	  Initiative,	  as	  proposed	  by	  Port	  Metro	  Vancouver	  on	  November	  8,	  
2013,	  with	  written	  public	  comments	  invited	  for	  a	  one	  month	  period,	  were	  
completed	  on	  December	  8,	  2013.	  

	  
	  
These	  official	  guidelines	  provide	  information	  only,	  and	  are	  not	  a	  legal	  
authority,	  nor	  a	  substitute	  for	  the	  Canadian	  Environmental	  Assessment	  Act,	  
2012	  (CEAA	  2012)	  which	  takes	  precedent.	   The	  guidelines	  include:	  
environmental	  assessment	  as	  a	  planning	  tool;	  public	  participation;	  and	  
aboriginal	  consultation.	   (Copies	  at	  Tsawwassen	  Library	  604-‐943-‐2271)	  

	  
	  

Happy	  New	  Year	  to	  everyone	  from	  the	  DNATS	  Membership!!!!	  



EXECUTIVE and COMMITTEES 2013-2014 
 
 
President – Tom Bearss 

 
Vice-President – Jim Ronback 

 
Secretary – Annie Kaps 

 
Treasurer/ Membership – Jennifer Melville-Roberts 

 
FBCN Director – Ursula Easterbrook 

 
Newsletter Editor – Susan L. Burns 

 
Member at large – Hans-Ulf Schellhase 

 
Speakers Co-ordinator – Ursula Easterbrook 

 
Publicity Committee – Valerie Fuller 

 
Social Committee – Lorraine Mwenifumbo and Marilynn King 

 
Environment Committee Chair – Judy Kilcup 

 
Display Committee Chair – Terry Carr 

 
Archivist – Geoff Hacker 

 
Casual Birders – Tom Bearss 
 
Telescope custodian – Tom Bearss 
 
 
Useful Phone Numbers: 
 
Wild Life Rescue ..................................................... 604 526-7275 

Canadian Wildlife Services ..................................... 604 666-0143 

Rare Bird Alert (24 hour) ....................................... 604 737-3074 

Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary ............................ 604 946-6980 

OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab) ........................... 604 946-3171 

Wildlife Violation Report ........................................ 1-800-663-9453 

Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE .......................... 604 666-3500 

Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust ........................... 604 940-3392 
	  


