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UPCOMING EVENTS 

The next Delta Naturalists Society meeting is the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 

on Monday October 13, 2014, at 7:30p.m., at Cammidge House, in Boundary Bay 

Regional Park, Delta, BC.    Guest speaker is GRAHAM SUNDERLAND who will 

do a presentation on 

The Falkland Islands – Wilderness and Wildlife in the South Atlantic: 

Graham Sunderland, a top birder and ex-Cruise Ship naturalist, will give a general 

overview of the Falkland Islands’ marvelous wildlife spectacles.  

 

Graham Sunderland was born in London, England.  But, this ultra-urban 

environment did not prevent him from developing an avid interest in Natural 

History well before his teens, and throughout his life. 

 

He obtained a B.A. in English from the University of Wales, 

in Bangor, N. Wales, although he freely admits that the 

proximity to the wonders of Snowdonia National Park      

influenced his choice of university. 
 

Graham Sunderland 
Graham came to Vancouver in the late 1970’s.  He led nature walks for Community 

Centers and taught bird courses for the Vancouver School Board.  In the 1980’s, he 

and a partner formed Wings ’N’ Things Nature Tours, a company that specialized 

in interpreting the nature of the Pacific Northwest. 

 

In 1990, Holland America invited him to join one of their cruise ships as a Naturalist 

Lecturer on their Alaska runs, embarking him on a cruising career to Alaska over 

300 times, as well as to all 7 continents including Antarctica, over a period of 23 

years.  A favourite itinerary was Valparaiso, Chile, to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, via 

Cape Horn.                (Photo and information submitted by: Ursula Easterbrook, Speaker’s Coordinator) 



 
DELTA NATURALISTS SOCIETY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (A.G.M.) 
Monday October 13, 2014, at 7:30p.m. 

Cammidge House, in Boundary Bay, Delta, BC 

 

Historic Cammidge House is 

officially 100 years old! 

 

Delta naturalists meet at Cammidge 

House every month for meetings and 

a featured speaker. 

 

Next meeting, Monday October 13, 

2014, is also an Annual General 

Meeting, to elect new Directors and 

Committee coordinators. 
 Cammidge House, 2014                          (Photo by: Liz Stewart) 

  

Get ready for another exciting, eventful year!   Positions open.  Join the Executive!   

Become a volunteer!   

 

The year 2013-14 was eventful!  As President Tom Bearss has reported, Delta 

naturalists were involved in many activities:  52 weekly Casual Birding outings; 4 

quarterly Birds on the Bay outings at Boundary Bay Regional Park; and 10 monthly 

meetings per year at Cammidge House with speaker presentations.  Some members 

presented at “environmental and conservation” events.  The Delta Naturalists Society 

Display could be seen at various community events.  Reports and Photos are at: 

www.dncb.wordpress.com.  

 

The Delta Naturalists Society distributes a pamphlet outlining the Aims of the 

Society:  to foster an interest in the natural history of the Fraser delta; to share and 

enjoy nature; and to promote environmental awareness and conservation.  

 

“VOLUNTEERS”  Make  a  Difference !! 

Special thanks go to the Directors, Committees and membership volunteers who 

participated in the important work of “conservation” and “preservation” of the Delta 

Fraser Estuary in 2013-14, led by President Tom Bearss’ unwavering 

encouragement.  Thanks are extended to Anne Murray for her documentation of the 

early history of the Delta Naturalists Society.  

 

This coming 2014-15 year will be an even better year!   Make a difference by 

volunteering for the executive!  Contact Tom at: Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com.  

http://www.dncb.wordpress.com/
mailto:Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com


DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING 

Join Tom Bearss and his casual birding group, on Wednesday mornings, October 1, 

8, 15, 22 and 29, 2014, meeting and leaving from Petra’s in Tsawwassen, at 7:30a.m.  

For destinations and changes, and for Reports and Photos of all birding outings 

visit: www.dncb.wordpress.com.    

 

In September, autumn migrations of birds are evident in Delta, BC, as part of the 

Pacific Flyway, from Alaska and along the Pacific coast to South America.  

 

 
Canada Geese and Yellowlegs, B.O.T.B., Delta, BC, Sept. 2014                 (Photo by: Terry Carr) 
 

Canada Geese, Yellowlegs, Killdeer and 

Western Sandpiper are migratory birds.   

 

The birds variably eat insects, small fish, 

crustaceans or marine worms. 

 

For “Dietary Surprises of Western 

Sandpipers” see www.allaboutbirds.org   

They may be eating bacterial biofilm, 

keeping mudflats and shorelines clean. 
Killdeer and Western Sandpiper, B.O.T.B., 
Delta, BC Sept. 2014 (Photo by: Terry Carr) 

http://www.dncb.wordpress.com/
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/


Nature Beach Tour 
Sunday October 5, 2014 

(Info submitted by: Tamsin Baker; Ursula Easterbrook) 

 

Join Tamsin Baker, stewardship coordinator of South Coast Conservation Program, 

for a     free walking tour on the beach,    in Boundary Bay Village area.    Learn 

about coastal sand ecosystems and identification of common and uncommon plant 

and animal species.  Ask questions about local coastal sand stewardship. 

Bring sturdy walking shoes.  Come rain or shine. 

 

Meet: beach entrance – corner of Centennial Parkway and 4th Avenue, Delta, BC. 

Tour Guides: Tamsin Baker (stewardship coordinator of S.C.C.P.; Claudia Schaefer 

(plant ecologist with Raincoast Applied Ecology); and Sylvia Latay (ecosystems 

officer with the province of British Columbia) 

Project funded by: Environment Canada 

For Information:  Tamsin Baker at tamsin@sccp.ca  

 

Make Tree Bylaws Protective: 

 
Delta naturalists formed a committee to look 

at Revision of Delta’s Tree Bylaws and to 

compare them to other nearby municipalities.  

It was agreed that Tree Bylaws should 

emphasize “protection of trees”.  Contact: 

Marilynn King (mjking@dccnet.com )  

 

Severe pruning or removal of trees have 

caused community dissent.  Visit: www.delta-

optimist.com/news/tree-removal-has-

neighbours-upset-1.462013.   

 

Well-cared-for trees provide habitat for 

wildlife and absorb carbon from the 

atmosphere to improve air quality 

                                                                                                                Bald Eagles at Reifel, 2014 (Photo by: Glen Bodie) 

 

New Boardwalk in Boundary Bay Regional Park, Delta, BC: 

 
Enjoy a walk on the new boardwalk, through picturesque marshland.  Advise, 

however, that visitors stay on the boardwalk and keep dogs on leash, while birds are 

nesting, as per signage.  Take care if you are walking with young children as no 

handrails have been installed, yet.  Alternatively, there is a scenic walk on the Dike 

Trail, from 12th Avenue entrance along the shoreline to Centennial Beach.  

mailto:tamsin@sccp.ca
mailto:mjking@dccnet.com
http://www.delta-optimist.com/news/tree-removal-has-neighbours-upset-1.462013
http://www.delta-optimist.com/news/tree-removal-has-neighbours-upset-1.462013
http://www.delta-optimist.com/news/tree-removal-has-neighbours-upset-1.462013


BOUNDARY BAY BEACHED BIRD SURVEY UPDATE 
By Terry Carr 

 

For the last few months I have been doing the monthly beached bird survey for Bird 

Studies Canada.  My area is the beach, north from the end of Beach Grove Road 

(between 17A Avenue and 21 Avenue).  

 

In May and June, I found nothing.  In July, I found a Pigeon Guillemot that had been 

there for a while.  On August 29, I found a dead Harbour Porpoise, 11 Murres, 1 

Common Loon, I Surf Scoter and 1 Pigeon Guillemot.  Bird Studies Canada collected 

the birds.  Fisheries and Oceans collected the porpoise.  Later that day, Laurie from 

Bird Studies Canada walked from 21 Avenue to 64 Street and found 13 more Murres 

and a Loon.  Over the next few days a few more Murres were found.  Necropsies will 

be done on all.  I have not heard the results yet.  Many were also found at Point 

Roberts.   

To report dead or injured seabirds call 1-866-431-2473.  To report dead or injured 

marine mammals call 1-800-465-4336. 

 

Murre and Common Loon are 

deep sea divers.  Harbour 

Porpoise prefers coasts/estuary. 

Left: Common Murre and Common Loon and Right: Harbour Porpoise, Boundary Bay Beached 

Bird Survey, Delta BC, Bird Studies Canada, August 2014                         (Photos by: Terry Carr) 

 

BC NATURE 

 BC NATURE: Conference and Fall General Meeting was held on September 

25 to 28, 2014.  Delta naturalists, Ursula Easterbrook and Annie Kaps 

attended.  For information and write-ups, see BC Nature Magazine.  Contact: 

Ursula at urs@telus.net or Annie at AKaps@kwik.net  

 

 BC NATURE MAGAZINE, Fall 2014, p.16:  Read about “The State of Bats in 

BC - Preparing for the arrival of White Nose Syndrome” (WNS) by Dr. Cori 

Lausen and Dr. Purnima Govindarajul.  WNS is a deadly fungus infection 

heading our way, from the east.  Bats are being studied in BC. 

mailto:urs@telus.net
mailto:AKaps@kwik.net


GLOBAL WARMING IS IN THE NEWS AGAIN – 

 

Global Warming is in the news again and thought to be a threat to the environment 

as-we-know-it, inviting a collaborative effort from communities as well as public and 

private sectors of local, provincial and international governments.  Indeed, it is so 

important that government officials are meeting at a series of “Summits” to review 

reports and recommendations provided by scientists and technology experts.  The 

purpose is to understand global warming and to find solutions. 

 

What is Global Warming?  It is a rise in global temperatures thought to be caused by 

the burning of fossil fuels (coal, oil and gas) and the trapping of greenhouse gases 

(GHGs) in the atmosphere that may also warm the oceans. It has the potential to 

cause climate change with severe weather events, to change environmental habitat 

and to put animal species at risk.    The Atlantic Ocean may be masking the severity 

of global warming by absorbing heat, as with the Pacific Ocean.   

 

British Columbia and Quebec are the only provinces that have participated in the 

Carbon Tax and Cap-and-Trade government programs to reduce carbon emissions. 

 

There are 27,000 societies in British Columbia, some of which are interested in the 

environment.  Most are manned by dedicated volunteers who freely give their time to 

benefit the community.  Their work is immeasurably important. 

 

EVERYONE CAN HELP: By understanding the issue of global warming, everyone 

can help. Solutions range from simple every-day activities to some extreme measures. 

Visit: http://www.cbc.ca/news/ (>global warming) and  

 http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/10-solutions-for-climate-change   

  

NEWS ALERT - Proposal for new “SOCIETIES ACT”:  On September 18, 2014, the 

West Coast Environmental Law Association wrote an article entitled:  “Proposed BC 

Societies Act could invite litigation against non-profits”, by Andrew Gage, Staff 

Lawyer.  The public can comment until October 15, 2014, at:  http://wcel.org/speak-

out-BC-Societies-Court .   

                                                                                               

BILL NO. 98 - VOLUNTEER PROTECTION ACT:  BILL NO. 98 (2002), an Act to 

Limit the Liability of Volunteers Serving Non-Profit Organizations.  See: 

http://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/58th_2nd/3rd_read/b098.htm   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

See Attached Minutes of the Delta Naturalists Society meeting, September 8, 2014 

 

CORRECTION:  In the D.N.S. Newsletter, Vol.28, #11, September 1, 2014, edition, p.3, the article 

entitled “Beached Bird Survey” has a location error; Hwy#17 should be changed to 17A Avenue. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/10-solutions-for-climate-change
http://wcel.org/speak-out-BC-Societies-Court
http://wcel.org/speak-out-BC-Societies-Court
http://nslegislature.ca/legc/bills/58th_2nd/3rd_read/b098.htm

