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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

The next Delta Naturalists’ Society MONTHLY MEETING will be held on Monday  
September 8, 2014, at 7:30p.m., at Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional 
Park, Delta, B.C.     Meetings are held from September through June.   September 
SPEAKER will be Anita Den Dikken presenting on her African holiday. 

 

Aims of the Society are:  to foster an interest in the 
natural history of the Fraser River Delta;  to share 
and enjoy nature;  and to promote environmental 
awareness.   There are monthly meetings with 
guest speakers, field trips, and membership with 
BC Nature.   Contact: TomBearss@dccnet.com.    
 

Cammidge House (Photo: Metro Vancouver)                                                                                                                                                                             

 
                                                                   SUMMERTIME IN DELTA 
Seasons come and seasons go on the Fraser River Delta Estuary.  Located in 
southwestern British Columbia, there is a regularity to life on the delta.    
 
Since Delta is an Important Bird Area (IBA), in spring and autumn, Deltans see 
thousands of birds migrating along the Pacific Flyway, north to breeding 
grounds in Alaska or south to overwintering grounds in South America.  Avid 
birders engage in winter Bird Counts that are done in December, when some 
resident birds brave the milder temperatures here, on the coast.  During 
summer, Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust promotes the preservation of 
farmland and wildlife habitat that migratory birds keep coming back to. 
 
In summertime, Deltans may spend time with their families at Centennial 
Beach or in one of the many well-kept parks.  And, Delta naturalists may be 
seen on birding walks, taking that coveted picture of bird or wildlife, and 
always noticing the value in the natural scheme of things -  in nature! 

mailto:TomBearss@dccnet.com


DNCB OUTINGS 
 

Tom Bearss’ casual birding group will continue to meet during the summer on 
Wednesday mornings, meeting and leaving from Petra’s at 7:30 a.m., unless  
otherwise posted on the DNCB website at www.dncbwordpress.com.  Changes 
might occur if there are outings further afield.  Tentative dates will be: July 2, 9, 
16, 23 and 30;  August 6, 13, 20 and 27, and September 3, 10, 17 and 24, 2014.  
Contact is TomBearss@dccnet.com , if you would like to attend.  
 
Tom leads birding groups around Boundary Bay and beyond.  Outings regularly 
include Point Roberts, WA, adjacent to South Delta.   
 

 
Rufous Hummingbird, Point Roberts, WA                                                 (Photo by: Glen Bodie) 

 

Reminder!! 
Next “BIRDS ON THE BAY” QUARTERLY EVENT 

 
The next “Birds on the Bay”, Delta Nats Casual Birding Walk event, will be 
held on Wednesday, September 10, 2014, at Boundary Bay Regional Park, in 
Delta, BC,   9:00am – noon.   Notice is given now, as the newsletter is not 
distributed during July and August. 

http://www.dncbwordpress.com/
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ECOLOGICAL BEACH TOUR with Tamsin Baker 

Beach Grove, in South Delta, BC 
July 5, 2014   11:00a.m. 

Enjoy a walking tour on the beach.  Learn the basics about sand ecosystems, 
and common and uncommon plants and animals, and ask questions about 
coastal sand stewardship of the Boundary Bay Wildlife Management Area. 
Rain or shine!   Bring sturdy walking shoes. 
Tour guides are: Tamsin Baker (Stewardship Coordinator SCCP);  Claudia 
Shaefer (Plant Ecologist, Rainforest Applied Ecology);  and Sylvia Letay 
(Ecosystems Officer, Province of BC) 
Meet: at beach entrance, at corner of Beach Grove Road and Whitcomb Place. 
Register online:  www.sccp.ca/events/ecological-beach-tour-beach-grove-delta  

 
BIRDWATCHING CRUISE – a Reminder! 

Bellingham, Washington,  
July 9, 2014, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Organized by Delta naturalist, Tom Bearss, and leaving Alaska Ferry Terminal 
in Bellingham WA, participants will enjoy a cruise around the San Juan Islands.  
 

D.N.S. DISPLAYS/  SUMMER PARK EVENTS 
                                                                                        
Terry Carr organizes displays at interesting 
events during the summer. 
 
Volunteers are welcomed and appreciated. 
Come and volunteer for a couple of hours in 
August and September, then enjoy park 
events!   
 

Contact Terry at tcarr@dccnet.com  
D.N.S. Displays                    (Photo by: Terry Carr) 
 

Summer D.N.S. Displays are as follows: 
1. Sunday August 10th , 10:00a.m. – 4:00p.m.:  Animal Expo, at Ladner 

Memorial Park, Ladner, BC 
2. Saturday August 16th , 7:30p.m. – 10:00p.m.:  Starry Night, at Deas Island 

Regional Park, Delta, BC 
3. Sunday August 17th , 11:00a.m. – 4:00p.m.:  Richmond Raptor Festival, at 

Terra Nova Park, Richmond, BC 
4. Satuday September 7th , (9)10:00a.m. – 4:00p.m.:  Day at the Farm, on 

Westham Island, Delta, BC 
5. Sunday September 21st: 100th Anniversary for Cammidge House, Delta, BC  

 

http://www.sccp.ca/events/ecological-beach-tour-beach-grove-delta
mailto:tcarr@dccnet.com


BC NATURE 

 

BC NATURE -  CONFERENCE AND FALL GENERAL MEETING 

“Salmon and Shorebird – Incredible Journeys” 
Prestige Harbourfront Resort, Salmon Arm, BC 

September 25-28, 2014 
(Registration Now!) 

Hosted by: the Shuswap Naturalist Club, Delta naturalists are encouraged 
to attend this important conference.    
See BC Nature magazine, Summer 2014 edition pp.33-34, for program 
outline, registration form, accommodation, cost and method of payment.   
No refunds after September 10th.  Registration confirmation will be 
returned by email.   
Signed waivers are necessary for field trips. 
For program details visit:  www.shuswapnaturalists.org/FGM2014.htm.  
Email:  info@shuswapnatualists.org; or 
Contact:  Janet Pattinson (250)835-2270; or scouse5@cloud.com  

 
BC NATURE - “Fall  Migration Field Camp”    

Bamfield, B.C.   September 2-6, 2014 
(Registration now!) 

 

Delta Naturalist, Annie Kapps, attended the “Fall Migration Field Camp” in 
2013, and really recommends attending the camp this year, too.   

 

It is  “an amazing venture run by the five western universities”, but is “number 
limited” and, therefore, you need to book into this camp early.  

 
Cost:  $899 + GST for meals, lodging, 
labs, walks, lectures and boat trips 
(10/ boat).    
 

For information and to register: see 
the BC Nature magazines: Summer 
2014 edition p. 25 for this year’s 
advertisement; as well as the Fall 2013 
edition p.19 for a descriptive write-up 
of last year’s event by Annie Kapps. 

Bamfield, BC            (Photo by:  BamfieldChamber.com) 
 

 

 
BC NATURE – Deadline for club grant applications – is January 31, 2015, from 
BC Naturalists Foundation.  (If there are any ideas for projects, let Tom know!) 

 

http://www.shuswapnaturalists.org/FGM2014.htm
mailto:scouse5@cloud.com


 
BC NATURE- CAMP REPORT, for May 29-June 1, 2014 

“Grasslands and Wetlands”  
Nicola Naturalist Society, Merritt, B.C.  

(Report by: Annie Kapps) 
 

Fortunate enough to have been able to persist in the dial-a-spot registry, Annie 
Kapps, Joyce Manary and Boudi Van Oldenborgh joined fellow naturalists in the 
land of cattle country. 

 Herpetologists from Victoria led us on day and night forays; 
 Historians enlightened us on the Nicola Valley’s history; 
 Grassland ecologists amazed us with what was at our feet; 
 An archaeologist and band counsellor educated on first nations’ 

harvesting; 
 A professional forester told of the importance of grasslands in water 

retention and directed us to several culturally modified trees; 
 We visited a holistic rancher on the family “spread”; 
 The Nicola Valley Watershed Round Table hosted an after-walk lunch on 

the common, the “common” and “round table” being an anomaly of the 
Nicola Valley stakeholders working together. 

 
Guided by ornithologists and biologists of the Nicola Naturalist Society, 
what fun  
it was to “be kids again” as, at night, we searched for frogs in the wetlands 
(watched over by an owl perched on a hydro pole), our headlamps and 
flashlights proving inadequate in keeping us from bogging down in the 
wetland mire. 

A memorable BC Nature Camp, one to sing 
about—and we did—as a tribute to 
the efforts of one of the newest clubs in the 
BC Nature family.   
 

The Nicola Naturalist Society’s hospitality was 

wonderful and the Nicola Ranch’s cookhouse 

was an excellent meeting place:   Great 

company.   Great food.   Great ventures. 
Nicola Ranch, Merritt, BC  (Google>images free) 

 
A CULTURALLY MODIFIED TREE: is a tree that has been modified 
by native people as part of their traditional use of the forest. 
This tree in Merritt, BC, had bark removed 150 years ago to mark 
the site where visitors could camp and trade with local people. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Culturally Modified Tree 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    (nicolanaturalists.ca) 



 

OTHER SUMMER EVENTS: 
 

CAR BOOT SALES (just for fun!): 
  

Hosted by: the Cammidge House Committee, come 
join in the fun and sell some of your spring clean 
items/ treasures, for others to enjoy. 
 
When:  July 12, 26;  August 9, 23; and September 13, 
2014,  from 8:30a.m. to 12:30p.m.   Vendors: 8:00a.m. 
Location:  Centennial Beach parking lot in Boundary Bay Regional Park (BBRP), 
in Delta, BC.       Turn left at Cammidge House on Boundary Bay Road. 
Cost:  $10.00 to reserve a space (40 car capacity) 
Funds used for:  family-type events at Cammidge House and BBRP 
Contact:  Tom Bearss at (604)940-9296 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY CLASSES (Register Now!): 

 Digital Photography Workshops with Ron Long   (as advertised in the 
Langley Field Naturalists Newsletter June 2014 Edition) for: 1) Sunday 
September 21st with lecture, photo shoot and question period;  2) Sunday 
October 19th on Composition;  and 3) Sunday November 2nd on Lighting.   
Time: 9:30a.m. to 3:30p.m.   
Location: Burnaby Lake Regonal Park Nature House,  
Cost each Seminar: $40.00 for club members; or $50.00 for non-members.   
To Register:  contact Jude Grass at (604)538-8774 or judegrass@shaw.ca 

  
NEWS RELEASE – “Northern Gateway Pipeline Approved with 209 Conditions” 

 (By Laura Payton, Susana Mas, CBC News, Posted June 17, 2014) 

 
Implications for the Fraser River Delta?    The larger picture? 

(Article by: Susan Burns) 
 

The Fraser River Estuary: is located on the southwestern shore of British 
Columbia.  Its economy is based on:  agriculture within the Agricultural Land 
Reserve (ALR);  on nature conservation in Boundary Bay which is an Important 
Bird Area (IBA) and RAMSAR site for migrating birds;  as well as on fisheries; 
aquaculture; hunting; tourism and recreation. 
 
On June 17, 2014, the Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline proposal was 
approved by the Conservative Government of Canada, subject to  209 
conditions imposed by Canada’s National Energy Board and consultation with 
First Nations.  Opposition to the pipeline has been great, with fears that oil 

mailto:judegrass@shaw.ca


spills could damage the BC coastline and Fraser River Estuary in southwestern 
BC, from oil tanker traffic along the coast to Asian and southern markets. 
 
One might ask, Why is the Canadian government in favor of building oil 
pipelines in different parts of British Columbia, amidst controversy?  There are 
already five sets of pipelines eminating from Edmonton, Alberta, area, with 
some traversing mountain ranges in central BC to the coastline or heading 
south to Vancouver near the Fraser River.   
 
Alberta is looking for a way to expand its markets for its oil sands economy.  
The government may see this as a way of raising revenue through trade rather 
than taxation, to boost the economy, to provide employment and to pay for 
social programs like education and health care.  Consequently, the government 
may be tied to the interests of big business.  If there are no revenues from 
pipelines, would the economy stall and taxation be necessary? 
 
Perhaps  some revenues should go towards cleaning up the Fraser River!  Visit: 
http://publications.gc.ca/pub?id=432516&sl=0  about the Cohen Commission. 

 
Oil spills along the coast and in the Fraser River could further affect salmon 
habitat, increase pollution from carbon emissions, disrupt fishing and tourist 
industry jobs and, if oil prices rise, cause inflation and a higher cost of living. 
 
BC Premier Christie Clark asks, What is in it for us?  She may be interested in  
Liquid Natural Gas (LNG), since  British Columbia already has conventional gas 
from the Peace River area.  But, if fracking causes earthquakes, could this 
damage pipelines?  (www.energybc.ca/profiles/naturalgas/fracking.html 
 
The questions are:  Will there be an oil spill?   And, the answer is, Yes, there is 
great risk for oil spill and, with that, comes the almost impossible task of clean-
up, especially since bitumen sinks and other oils float and disperse, as seen in 
the Gulf Oil and Exxon Valdez spills.   The question, then is, What will that do to 
the fishing and tourist industries that we already have?   The largest tourist 
areas in British Columbia are currently in the south, in Vancouver, Victoria, 
Whistler and Haida Gwaii in the Queen Charlotte Islands.  And, finally, will it 
affect food supply and agricultural land reserves, along the coast and in Delta? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

MIGRATORY BIRDS CONVENTION ACT (1917): is “legislation dedicated to 
conserving and protecting migratory birds and bird habitat… establishing the 
government of Canada’s jurisdiction over coastal and inland bird habitats. “ 
Updated in 1994.  Works closely with the Canadian Wildlife Service, Parks 
Canada, the RCMP and Environment Canada.  (C.P.E.C.) 

http://publications.gc.ca/pub?id=432516&sl=0
http://www.energybc.ca/profiles/naturalgas/fracking.html


______________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Canadian ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (1999) imposes obligations 
on directors (of Not-for Profits and business corporations) with respect to air 
and water pollution and the proper storage and disposal of toxic substances…. 
Failure to comply can result in prison terms and fines of up to $1 million. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

Our A.G.M. will be held at the October 13, 2014, monthly meeting.  We will have 
vacancies on the Executive, so if anyone is interested in joining, please contact  
Tom at: (604) 940-9296 or email at TomBearss@dccnet.com        
 

The Garden Party at Pamela and Jennifer Melville-Roberts home was very 
successful and a lot of fun, with forty Nats attending.  See report and photos on 
our Blog at: www.dncbwordpress.com  
 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE: 
The KRPI Radio Tower Conditional Use Permit (CUP) hearing in Bellingham WA 
is slated for September 24, 25 and 26, 2014. 
 
VAPOR has submitted a Petition and 3 Affidavits requesting a judicial review of 
the process used by the BC Environmental Review Office by which a certificate 
was granted to the Vancouver Airport Fuel Facilities Corporation.  See 
www.vaporbc.ca for more details.   
  
ARCHIVES COMMITTEE: 

Geoff Hacker reports that he met with Archivist, Robert McLelland, on May 26, 
2014, to discuss storage and future accessibility of Delta Naturalists’ Society 
archival records.  The Delta Museum and Archives is working on a project to 
gather the recorded activities of the many volunteer groups and associations in 
Delta so that an overall picture can be obtained of their significance to our 
community both now and in the future.  The Archives would prefer a paper 
record.  Any digital records will be made into paper format.  The Executive 
should be the final arbiter about what is given to the Archives (ie. Minutes).  
Anne Murray submitted historical records dating back to the first meeting of 
the Delta Naturalists’ Society in Tsawwassen, from April 11, 1988 to June 1991.  
For information, contact Geoff at: GHacker@dccnet.com  
 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE: 

Special thanks to the Social Committee, coordinated by Lorraine and Marilyn, 
for providing refreshments at meetings and promoting the year-end-party.   

Enjoy nature and have a safe and happy summer!  
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