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Speaker: Emma Langson 

The Impact of Plastic on Our Environment 

Emma Langson’s involvement with Plastic Oceans 

came from her natural interest in the marine 

environment having lived by the coast in the UK, 

HK, and now Canada. Over the past 15 years she 

has had a successful career in Marketing, PR & 

Fundraising. She was a member of the Institute of 

Fundraising in the UK before moving to Vancouver, 

BC, in 2009.  In 2014, she began building the 

Canadian branch of the Plastic Oceans Foundation, 

which has charitable offices in UK and HK and will 

soon be established in both Canada and USA.  

Plastic Oceans’ mission is to change the world’s 

attitude to plastic in one generation. Emma is 

working with NGOs and policy makers to engage 

and connect with Canadians on the issues and 

solutions to plastic here in Canada.

Plastic Oceans’ mission is to change the world’s attitude to plastic in one generation. We are challenging society's 

perception that this indestructible substance can be treated as 'disposable'. Our documentary feature film “A 

Plastic Ocean” highlights both the problem and the potential solutions. Our aim is to engage people of all ages, in 

all social situations, to understand the danger of continuing to perceive plastic to be disposable.  Once they 

become aware of the ultimate threat to human health, it will become a personal choice to prevent plastic waste 

from entering the environment. By helping consumers to become plastic literate, they will make informed 

decisions about how they use plastic.   

https://dncb.wordpress.com/


Plastic Oceans’ film has been nominated for Best Feature Documentary at the Raindance Film Festival in London, 

UK next month. They will also be having public screenings in Vancouver in the New Year. 

 
           Poster by Geof Hacker  



 
November 1st: Speaker is David Hoar – Adventures in the Arctic.  
 

 
Notice: The Annual General Meeting of the Delta Naturalists Society will be held on October 4th 
at the regular October meeting, prior to the speaker. Please bring your membership dues to this 
meeting.  *** Please remember to bring your own tea or coffee mug *** 
 
Individual Membership $35 Family Membership $45  
 
If you are affiliated with a BCN club, memberships are $29.00 and $19.00. Please include your club 
affiliation with your payment. Cheques are preferred payment as it is easier to track your payments.  
If unable to attend the meeting, please mail your cheque to:  

 
Jim Kneesch 
DNS Membership  
4811 - 13 Ave 
Delta, BC 
V4M 2B7 

 
 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 
Sat Oct 1: Stars in Focus event, Cammidge House, 8:00 pm.  See details on page 10. 
 
Tues Oct. 4: DNS Meeting & AGM, Benediction Church, 7:30 pm.  
 
Thurs Oct. 6: Bird Box Cleaning, BBRP & Earthwise, 9:30 am. 
  
Fri Oct 7: Presentation by BCIT on Invasive Species in BBRP, Cammidge House, 7:30 pm. BC Nature's 
2017 AGM will be held in Lillooet from May 4 - 7, 2017. Details available in September.  
 
 
The 2017 BC Nature’s Awards cut-off for nominations is February 27, 2017. Criteria and a list of 
awards can be found on the BC Nature website  
 
 

 

Langley Field Naturalists 

The LFN trips for October were not posted in time for this newsletter. Check them out at 

http://www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org/index.html 

  

http://www.langleyfieldnaturalists.org/index.html


DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING OUTINGS 
 
Schedule is tentative. Check for updates: https://dncb.wordpress.com/delta-
naturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb 
  
 
Oct 4 Tue:    Serpentine Fen/White Rock Pier  Lv Petra’s 7:30    
Oct 11 Tue:   Iona       Lv Petra’s 7:30 
Oct 18 Tue:   Brunswick Pt.     Lv Petra’s 7:30 
Oct 25 Tue:   Campbell Valley Park     Lv Petra’s 7:30 
Nov 1 Tue:    Pt. Roberts  
Nov 6 Tue:    Stanley Park  
Nov 15 Tue:  Terra Nova Park, Richmond  
Nov 22 Tue:  Harrison Mills/Cascade Falls RP  
Nov 29 Tue:  Ambleside Park  
Dec 6 Tue:    Boundary Bay dike at 64th to 104th  
Dec 14 W:     Birds on the Bay   Meet at Cammidge House @ 9:00 AM 
Dec 20 Tue:  Blaine/Semiahmoo  
Dec 27 Tue:  Reifel/Alaksen  
 

January 2017 Destinations: Burnaby Lake, Bowen Island, Queen Elizabeth Park, Whytecliff and Lighthouse 
Parks, West Vancouver 
 
Further information will be added to the November issue.  

 
 

Delta NatureKids at Centennial Beach 
 
Delta Nats have been asked to “Mentor” an outing of Vancouver and Delta NatureKids at Centennial Beach on 
Sunday, October 2, from 3:00 to 6:00 pm. We are expecting about 40 people, with most kids being between 6 
and 9 years old (some older, some younger).  
 
It would be very helpful if several Delta Nats could assist with this event, especially by participating in the 
outing from 4:00 to 5:00 pm. If you’re available and interested, please let me know. I’m struggling to attend 
(i.e. conflict) so need help. It will be fun, especially cooking hot dogs on the beach. Cheers: Tom 
 
Explorer Day: Birding & Solstice Cookout at Centennial Beach 
 
Date:             Sunday, October 2, 3 PM – 6 PM (birding begins at 4 pm) 
Location:        Centennial Beach, Delta (meet at the playground) 
 
From 4:00-5:00 pm Tom will lead us to explore some of the resident birds and perhaps lead a scavenger hunt!   
 
Around 5 pm we will be asking interested and intrepid parents to help us chop some wood for the fire and to 
have a lovely campfire on the beach. The Club will supply hot dogs (beef and vegetarian), buns, condiments, 
hot chocolate, and of course marshmallows. If you would like to bring a potluck side, that would be welcome 
but definitely not required.  If anyone happens to have an axe or a roasting stick, please bring them along! 
 
We will continue with the plans if it’s cloudy or raining very lightly, but if it’s too wet, we’ll cancel and 

reschedule.  With thanks to Tom, we have reserved the Sandpiper Shelter (closest to the playground) in case 

of light rain.  

https://dncb.wordpress.com/delta-naturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb
https://dncb.wordpress.com/delta-naturalists/delta-naturalists-upcoming-events/#dncb


CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 
September 27, 2016   Request 
 
Delta Nats: A group of Pender Island Field Naturalists is visiting Delta on October 25. They are 
seeking someone from our Club to guide them around to a few Birding hotspots in our area. See 
messages below. I will be in Australia so unable to accompany them. Would someone, or more than 
one, like to volunteer to guide them on this outing? Please volunteer and help a sister (or brother) 
Naturalist Club. Let me know so I can answer Bob favourably. 
 
Cheers: Tom 
 
 -----Original Message----- 
From: Robert Vergette [mailto:bvergette@shaw.ca] 
Sent: September-27-16 7:51 PM 
To: Tom Bearss <tom.bearss@dccnet.com> 
Cc: Simone & Blaine Marler <themarlers@me.com>; Patricia Crossley 
<pifn@shaw.ca> 
Subject: October 25 Visit to the Lower Mainland 
 
Tom 
 
Thanks for continuing to send reports of your field trips, I enjoy both the commentary and the 
photos. 
 
In previous correspondence you indicted that you may be able to provide us  with one of your 
members as a guide for our trip to your area.  As I recall you are waiting for us to finalize the date 
and we have now finalized it for October 25.  As your members know the area we are hoping that 
whoever volunteers to help us knows some hot spots.  On past trips we have gone to Boundary Bay, 
Reifel and a few other spots but perhaps we are missing something really good.  We plan to take the 
early morning ferry from Pender to Tsawwassen which arrives at 9:20 AM  We will return to Pender 
on the evening ferry that departs at 7:20 so we have all day. 
 
Let me know if the date works for you and if you can help us out. 
 
Thanks 
Bob 

 
Photo by Jonathan Mwenifumbo



 
Delta Nats:        September 21, 2016 
  
Sam Cousins with Metro Vancouver Parks, along with your Boundary Bay Park Association (BBPA), 
are organizing a Scotch Broom Removal event at Boundary Bay Regional Park (BBRP) on Saturday, 
October 22, from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Check the details below. Mark it on your Calendar and 
volunteer to help remove this invasive species from our home Park. 
 
Cheers: Tom 
 
From Sam: 
 
I'm going to be there on the day to help set up and 
run it. Things that I will need help with from BBPA 
would be to help with supervising making sure 
everyone is being safe, directing people to the 
locations, signing in, refreshments, Public 
engagement, and maybe even something 
interpretive for the participants to keep them 
engaged and motivated. 
 
The time will be set for 10-1 but also we would be 
encouraging passers-by to help out. We could have 
a BBPA volunteer on the Dyke directing people 
down to the site to see what's happening. Even if 
they pull one or two plants, it will get the word out 
and make a small difference. 
 
We will put a tent up on the 12th Ave parking lot 
for sign in and then another tent for refreshments 
at the site. Also we will have a truck with a bin to 
put the pulled scotch broom into. I'll get all the 
weed wrenches and shovels we need and also 
gloves, glasses etc. 

Task: Scotch Broom removal 
 
Sign in Meeting location: Entrance to dyke trail off 
12th Ave. 
Work site location: Scotch broom patch at North 
end of park. (see map) 
 
Wet weather plan... 
Alternative Meeting location: Cammidge house 
Alternative site location: behind Cammidge small 
scotch broom patch and isolated larger scotch 
broom plants in front of Cammidge. 
 
We can provide gloves, tools and safety glasses. 
Also refreshments (water refill, snack bar.) but 
encourage participants to bring their own water 
bottle. 
 
Other things we noted: Tents and your banner. 
 
Thanks, Sam 

 

  



 

 

 

Metro Vancouver Regional Parks 
  



In Memoriam 
 
 

Eleanor M. Coulter.  July 30,1929 - September 4, 2016. 
 

A memorial service will be planned for later in October at Tsawwassen United Church. 
 

 
Pamela Melville-Roberts.  June 21, 1928 - September 6, 2016 

 
No service by request. 

 

 
 
 

 
Photos by Pascale and Alberto  



Nature Vancouver Field Trips and Talks 
 

Field Trips: http://naturevancouver.ca/event/2016/10/28/month/all/all/1 
 
Talks: 
 

Oct 6, 2016, 7:30 PM 
2490 West 37th Avenue (at Larch Street), Vancouver  
Speaker: Dr. Rob Butler  

Migration of Birds will surprise, astound and delight you while revealing the natural world as never seen 
before. 

Rob is an internationally known ornithologist who worked at Environment Canada for many years as a 
research scientist, and is active in the lower mainland area for his strong support for the Migratory Bird Week 
events in early May.  He lost count of the number of speaking engagements when they surpassed 300 some 
time ago, but his talks have been in Canada, the USA, Korea, Italy, Taiwan, Colombia and Brazil to audiences 
with a diversity of interests including scientists, artists, naturalists, politicians, planners, explorers and the 
general public. His talks are fast-paced, informative with superb images, humorous and uplifting. 

 
Oct 13, 2016, 7:30 pm  
Unitarian Hewitt Centre, 949 49th Ave W., Vancouver  
Speaker: Jessica Schultz  

Sea Star Mass Mortality. Wildlife mass mortality events can have profound ecological consequences and 
may be becoming more frequent or severe due to climate change or other stressors. Starting in the spring of 
2013, an unprecedented sea star wasting syndrome swept the west coast of North America. Observed from 
Alaska to Baja California, the wasting syndrome has affected some 20 different species of sea stars. However, 
the causes and contributing factors of the syndrome remain poorly understood. In this talk, Jessica will 
summarize the sea star wasting event, including what is known about it so far, and what researchers are doing 
to learn more. Jessica will also present work from her recent SFU MSc thesis, which investigated the ecological 
fall-out of the event in our local waters of Howe Sound, and explored global trends in mass mortality events 
involving sea stars and their relatives. 

Jessica Schultz is the Manager and Research Coordinator of the Howe Sound Research and Conservation 
Program at the Vancouver Aquarium. She recently completed a Master of Science degree in the Department of 
Biological Sciences at Simon Fraser University.  

 
Oct 20, 2016, 7:30 pm  
Unitarian Centre, 949 West 49th Avenue (at Oak Street), Vancouver.  
Speaker: Caroline Astley  

Undercover Invaders. Invasive plant species are ubiquitous in the Lower Mainland, and are quite often 
overlooked. Some produce beautiful flowers, others delicious fruit, but all have an impact of some kind. One 
thing is for certain, invasive plants are here to stay, so what can we do about them? Caroline’s talk will outline 
the biology of a few common invasive plants, discuss their impacts, and introduce management techniques.  

Caroline is a Registered Professional Biologist with Hemmera Envirochem Inc. in Burnaby BC. She completed 

her Master’s research on the impacts of Himalayan blackberry on breeding bird diversity in the Lower 

Mainland. Her passion is landscape and vegetation ecology.  

http://naturevancouver.ca/event/2016/10/28/month/all/all/1


 
Oct 27, 2016, 7:30 pm  
Unitarian Church at 49th Ave and Oak Street, Vancouver, BC  
Speaker: Paul Kroeger  

Fungi: A world of Wonder Beneath Your Feet. Paul Kroeger has studied mushrooms for over thirty-five 
years, and is a founding member of Vancouver Mycological Society in British Columbia. He has been involved 
in many projects and studies about mushrooms, gaining knowledge about fungal ecology, biochemistry of 
toxic, hallucinogenic, medicinal and edible mushrooms. Years of experience have created unique insights and 
understanding of fungal life-ways and interactions in temperate ecosystems.  He is currently working on 
projects at the University of British Columbia researching the biochemistry of medicinal mushrooms 

If you every wanted to learn about fungi and the many mushrooms you see on your nature walks, come and 
learn about fungi, what they are, and where to find them 

 
Nov 3, 2016, 7:30 PM 
2490 West 37th (at Larch St), Vancouver 
Speaker: John Neville 
 
Boreal Birds – North America’s Bird Nursery. Stretching across the continent from Alaska to 
Newfoundland, the North American Boreal Forest is a critically important breeding ground for billions of North 
America's birds. The boreal is vital to the abundance of bird life in the U.S. and Canada, and contributes in a 
significant way to bird life all the way from Mexico to South America. Nearly 50% of the 700 species that 
regularly occur in the U.S. and Canada rely on the boreal for their survival. More than 300 species regularly 
breed in the boreal. The boreal forest's importance in sustaining billions of North America's migratory birds is 
why the boreal has been dubbed 'North America's Bird Nursery'. 
  
John Neville is a BC ornithologist who is well-known for his recordings of bird songs, and is past-president of 
BC Nature. 
 

Welcome to British Columbia’s first Breeding 
Bird Atlas! 

The British Columbia Breeding Bird Atlas 
partnership is proud to publish online one of 
the largest volunteer-based initiatives in British 
Columbia’s history, and a major new resource 
for conservation. 

Leading British Columbian bird experts describe 
the distribution, abundance, habitat and 
conservation of about 320 species of birds that 
bred and potentially bred in the province 
between 2008 and 2012, beautifully illustrated 
by some of British Columbia’s finest 
photographers. Detailed maps show where  

each species occurs and how common it is. 
Graphs help show what is behind the patterns 
of distribution and abundance, and a series of 
tools allows you to explore and download the 
information. 

More than 630,000 records of 320 species are 
included in the database, including more than 
16,500 records of 75 species at risk. We 
believe it is also the most extensive bird atlas 
published anywhere online to date. 

The online Bird Atlas is FREE of charge to 
everyone.

http://www.birdatlas.bc.ca/  

http://www.birdatlas.bc.ca/


 

Immature Rufous Hummingbird  
Photographer is a friend of Valerie Fuller 

 

 
Yellow Warbler 

Photo by Tony Mitra 



‘STARS IN FOCUS’ - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1st, 2016 
 

Interested in astronomy but not sure where to 
begin?  Join us at Cammidge House from 8:00 
– 10:00 PM for a great event for amateur and 
advanced astronomers to view the skies when 
the moon will be located on the same side of 
the Earth as the Sun and will not be visible in 
night sky. The Boundary Bay Park Association 
has planned an outstanding event aptly named 
“Stars in Focus” for Saturday, October 1, 2016. 
 
This moon phase will present an opportunity to 
observe faint objects such as galaxies with no 
moonlight to interfere. However, visibility will 
be influenced by weather conditions. 
 
“Stars in Focus” will be broken into two 
components. The indoor session will be held in 
the historic Cammidge House in Boundary Bay 
Regional Park where Ronan Kerr, President of 
the UBC Astronomy club, as well as members 
of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada, 
will make a presentation. Light boxes will be 
provided for watching common constellations 
and other contributors will offer knowledgeable 
background. 
 
The success of the outdoor component which 
will follow – weather permitting – has been 
well planned. Lights will be turned off, red 
cellophane and rubber bands will be provided 
to cover flashlights; some binoculars and  

telescopes will be available and astronomical 
charts will be handed out. More experienced 
astronomers are encouraged to bring their own 
equipment. Closing time will be flexible up to 
midnight. 
 
The parking area behind Cammidge House will 
be blocked off and used for setting up scopes 
with additional space for those with larger 
equipment. Regular parking will be available in 
front of the Boundary Bay Park office. 
Members of BBPA will oversee parking and set 
up. 
 
Neil Simpson of the coordinating committee 
added that those with cameras and interested 
in astrophotography are welcome. “Such a 
hobby that requires patience, experimentation 
and determination” said Simpson. 
 
Boundary Bay Park Association will provide the 
important supply of alcohol based wipes for 
cleaning hands prior to using telescopes . 
 
Hot chocolate and light refreshments will be 
available. 
 
Any additional information will be posted on 
the website 
boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com 

 

 

Photo from the National Geographic  

http://www.boundarybayparkassociation.wordpress.com/


 

21st Annual Fraser Valley Bald Eagle Festival, November 19th & 20th, 2016  
 
Follow the Scenic 7 Highway - 30 minutes east of Mission, BC to the Harrison River/Harrison Mills, BC  
 
The enormously popular Fraser Valley Bald Eagle Festival occurs the third weekend in November 
in perhaps the most biologically diverse and important areas in British Columbia. This is the “MAIN” 
event that attracts visitors to Mission and Harrison Mills during the entire “Season of the Eagles and 
Salmon”. Harrison Mills is a fast-growing community just 30 minutes east of the District of Mission. 
Please explore this website to find out all about the events that will occur during the entire season.  

 
 

http://fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca 
 

http://fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca/festival/harrison-salmon-festival/ 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Photos by Jim Kneesch  

http://fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca/
http://fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca/festival/harrison-salmon-festival/


 

 

 
 

 
 
Dress code: Semi-formal attire $150 per person  

Call 604-946-3171 or email owlrehab@dccnet.com to reserve your seats!  



You can buy tickets by clicking on the PayPal button below. You can also come in person with cash or 
cheque during our office hours (9am – 4pm daily). Please note that we cannot process payment over the 
phone 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  



Gwaii Haanas National Park Islands Declared Rat Free 

 
CBC News, May 19, 2016 by Maryse Zeidler:  
 
Parks Canada says it has wiped out invasive rats on 
two islands in Haida Gwaii, B.C., helping important 
seabirds species recover by doing so. 
 
"It's fair to say that I am over the moon about it," 
said conservation manager Tyler Peet. "It was a lot 
of work and we had a lot of extremely valuable 
help from international partners." 
 
The news comes on the heels of the first State of 
North America's Birds report, that found one third 
of birds in North America are threatened with 
extinction, especially ocean birds. 
 
The rats threaten seabirds like ancient murrelets — 
a species at risk that is culturally significant to the 
Haida Nation — by eating their eggs and chicks.  
 

"For me that is the single most important piece of 
this success story," Peet said. "We've been able to 
rid some pretty key habitat of an invasive species." 
 
He said the ecological systems on the islands are 
slowly recovering, including seabirds, crabs and 
some vegetation. 
 
Efforts to eradicate the rats began in 2009, 
targeting four islands in Gwaii Haanas National Park 
Reserve selected for their small size and distance 
from other islands in the archipelago — rats are 
prodigious swimmers, which is part of what has 
eased their spread in the sensitive ecological area. 
 
Peet said the islands were so infested, Parks 
Canada officers would warn campers against 
staying there because they had heard so many 
reports of people woken up in the night by rats 
scurrying about their tent. 

 
 

  
 

The rats were killed by dropping poison pellets 
across three of the four targeted islands. The one 
island where the poison was spread by hand was 
reinfested.  

 
"That was an unfortunate outcome that we've been 
monitoring since," Peet said. 
 
One of the concerns for those involved with the 
project was if the poison would kill other species — 
either by directly eating it, or by eating rats that 
had.  
 
Peet says only 120 other animals were killed by the 
poison, most of them crows and ravens, but there 
were some sparrows and species of thrush as well.  
 
"One of the major concerns was that eagles would 
be impacted," Peet said. "Absolutely no bald eagles 
were recovered during the eradication operation.

Now that the project has been deemed successful, it's possible it could be extended to other islands in Haida 
Gwaii, but Peet says there's still a lot of work to do. 
 
For now, Parks Canada and its partners will continue to monitor the ecological recovery of the rat-free islands. 

It also plans to develop a biosecurity program to promote awareness and prevention. 

From the Invasive Species Council of British Columbia



 

EXECUTIVE and COMMITTEES 2015-2016 
 
 
President – Tom Bearss  
Vice-President – Elizabeth Perrin  
Secretary – Anita Den Dikken  
Treasurer/ Membership – Jim Kneesch  
Director (Speakers & BCN) – Ursula Easterbrook  
Director (Environment) – James Ronback, Jim_Ronback@dccnet.com 604 948-1589  
Publicity – Valerie Fuller  
Social Committee – Liz Stewart, Joanne Williamson, Armene Belless  
Display Co-ordinator – Terry Carr; Assistant co-ordinator Marylile Martin  
Newsletter Editor – Audrey Coutts, makemusichappen@gmail.com  
Archivist – Geof Hacker  
Casual Birders – Tom Bearss  
Telescope Custodian – Tom Bearss  
 
 
Delta Nats’ website: https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
Useful Phone Numbers:  
 

Wild Life Rescue        604-526-7275  
Canadian Wildlife Services      604-666-0143  
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)      604-737-3074  
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary     604-946-6980  
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)     604-946-3171  
Wildlife Violation Report          1-800-663-9453  
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE     604-666-3500  
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust     604-940-3392  
Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca 

 
 
INTERESTING LINKS  
 
Delta Farmland and Wildlife Trust:  http://www.deltafarmland.ca/ 
Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society: http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/ 
 
 
 
https://www.facebook.com/wildlifelive/videos/1262199393790994/  

https://dncb.wordpress.com/
http://naturevancouver.ca/
http://www.deltafarmland.ca/
http://www.birdsonthebay.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/wildlifelive/videos/1262199393790994/


THE LAST PAGES 
 

Against all Odds - Secrets of survival in the Desert 
 

 
The Osoyoos Desert Society, founded in 1991, is a non-profit organization dedicated to the 
conservation of the endangered antelope-brush ecosystem in the south Okanagan. Through 
education, they aim to generate public knowledge, respect and active concern for fragile and 
endangered habitats worldwide. 
 
Just 3 km north of Osoyoos, the 67 acre nature interpretative facility offers a guided or a self-guided 
tour along the 1.5 km boardwalk. The South Okanagan is home to one of the highest concentrations 
of rare and at-risk species in all of Canada. One hundred and eighty six species that depend upon 
this habitat for survival are at risk or endangered. 
 
Amazingly, the centre is home to thousands of species of plants and animals. Many of them are 
endangered, such as the badger, the gopher snake, and the pallid bat. The holes in the ground, 
tracks in the sand, and bits of feathers or bones are evidence of the activities of some of the 
creatures.  
 
The large, dark green antelope-brush in the photo below is like an iceberg as most of it exists 
underground in a huge root system. These roots can absorb water from 15 feet below the surface. 
Mule deer browse on these bushes.  
 
The biggest threats to species survival are agriculture, (fruit growing and wine production), urban 
development, and the introduction of noxious weeds. One such weed is the Dalmatian Toadflax, 
previously used in gardens for its pretty flowers. After much study, a weevil from Croatia was 
introduced to help control this weed. 
 
At the current rate of land development, the desert will completely disappear within 20 years. Only 
4% of this ecosystem is conserved, and less than 30% of the original habitat is left. 
 
The burrowing owl uses abandoned badger dens to live in. Because there are so few badgers left, 
there are fewer and fewer dens for the owls. Artificial burrows must be created for burrowing owls.  
 
The badgers need to travel great distances to ‘hook up’ with other badgers, and to find food, water 
and shelter. As a result, cars are believed to be their number one killer in B.C. 
 
Surprisingly, this desert area has only one native cactus, the prickly pear. If a sharp spine pricks you, 
the moisture in your skin makes the sharp end curl so that it hangs onto you. A great adaptation to 
ensure it gets spread around!  
 
The Osoyoos Desert Centre is a fascinating place. In addition to learning about desert ecology, 
habitat restoration and conservation of endangered ecosystems in the Okanagan, the interpretative 
centre building has hands-on displays, as well as a fine collection of skulls and skins, feathers and 
bones, and some books and other articles. Well worth a visit as a break from all the Okanagan wine 
tasting! 
www.desert.org  

http://www.desert.org/


 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Developed to provide habitat for the spadefoot toad. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A rattler’s rattle



 
 
Information gleaned from materials obtained during a visit to the Desert Centre, September, 2016. 
 
Photos by Audrey Coutts 
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