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January 5TH: David B. (DOV) LANK - Why Are Ruffs The Most Interesting 

Birds in the World?  

Dr Lank will review his 30 year study of ruffs, from his first field trips to Finland 

through breeding the birds in captivity and the most recent molecular genetics behind 

their extraordinary behavioural and plumage polymorphisms.  In other words, he will 

discuss the intimate details about aggressive independent girlfriend-stealing satellite, 

and cross-dressing male ruffs. 

  

https://dncb.wordpress.com/


 

Dov Lank has studied sandpipers since the summer of 1972, including stellar 

navigation, migratory stopover behaviour, polyandry in spotted sandpipers, breeding 

biology of western sandpipers, semipalmated sandpipers, dunlin, and red-necked 

phalaropes, and effects of predation danger on migration systems and wintering 

behaviour of small shorebirds.  He is best known for his 30 year investigation into the 

evolutionary and behavioural ecology of male polymorphism in ruffs.  Dr. Lank is a 

University Research Associate and Adjunct Professor at Simon Fraser University. 

http://www.sfu.ca/sfunews/stories/2015/genes-responsible-for-the-three-kinds-of-

male-ruff-identified.html 

 

 

Three male ruff morphs at SFU (left to right): faeder, satellite and territorial. Photo: Susan McRae 

 

REMEMBER to bring your own tea or coffee mug to the meeting. This saves having to run the 

dishwasher, and the refreshment committee is able to get out of the kitchen to listen to the speaker.  



HAPPY NEW YEAR - 2016 

 

NEWS 

Wildlife Artist Honored with World Ecology Award 

NOV/23/2015 | USML Daily – Posted by Marisol Ramirez 

 

 

Anna Harris, 2015 World Ecology Gala co-chair for the Whitney R. Harris World Ecology Center at UMSL, and artist 
Robert Bateman pose moments after she presented him with the 2015 World Ecology Award on Saturday at the 
gala at the Saint Louis Zoo. (Photos by August Jennewein) 

The Whitney R. Harris World Ecology Center at the University of Missouri–St. Louis presented its 

World Ecology Award to Robert Bateman, an internationally acclaimed wildlife artist, on 

Saturday. (Ed. November 21, 2015) 

“It’s a huge honor to receive this ecological award tonight,” said Bateman in his acceptance 

address. “Just looking down the list of people who have received this, I feel very, very humbled.” 

He is the first-ever visual artist to receive the award, which was bestowed on him during the World 

Ecology Gala at the Saint Louis Zoo. The Harris Center, along with the zoo and the Missouri Botanical 

Garden, sponsored the event.  On display at the gala were some of Bateman’s “big hit”   

http://www.umsl.edu/~biology/hwec/
http://www.umsl.edu/~biology/hwec/WEArecipients/bateman.html
http://robertbateman.ca/
http://www.umsl.edu/~biology/hwec/Previous%20Awards%20and%20Events/ecol-award-history.html
http://www.stlzoo.org/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
http://blogs.umsl.edu/news/files/2015/11/WEG_bateman_robert_harris_anna_2015-16x9.jpg


original works, including “Midnight – Black Wolf.” The collection was left to the zoo by Bateman’s 

late friends C.C. Johnson and Edith Spinks. 

“It’s just amazing for me to be in the same room with the originals tonight,” said Bateman. “I 

haven’t seen them for decades. I want to not only thank Spinks for acquiring them, but I want to 

thank all of you, especially the zoo, for taking good care of them and honoring them with this 

beautiful space tonight.” 

The gala had a big turn out, too, with all 120 seats filled despite the wet, snowy conditions. 

“We are so grateful to Robert Bateman for taking time to come to St. Louis to receive the World 

Ecology Award and to meet our students and supporters,” said Bob Marquis, director of the 

Harris Center and a professor of biology at UMSL. “His art brings us all closer to the wildness and 

beauty of nature. He is a true leader in conservation, traveling the world, using his paintings and 

his words to motivate us to be good stewards of wildlife.” 

Bateman felt he was in similar company as well. 

“The World Ecology Center really does mean ‘The World,’” he said, “and it means a world of 

difference to so many living things on the planet that are threatened right now. From the 

students to the gurus, you all are key to making a giant difference.” 

 

 

Bateman (center) poses with (from left) Whitney R. Harris World Ecology Center Chairperson Anna 

Harris, Professor of Biology Patty Parker, Bateman’s wife Birgit, alumni Virgil and Sandra   

http://www.artandnature.com/bateman/midnightblackwolf.html
http://www.stlzoo.org/visit/thingstoseeanddo/historichill/bateman-wildlife-art-exhibit/
http://www.umsl.edu/~biology/About%20the%20Department/Faculty/marquis.html
http://www.umsl.edu/~biology/index.html
http://blogs.umsl.edu/news/files/2015/11/world_ecology_gala_bateman_robert_2015-818.jpg


Van Trease, Chancellor Tom George and Curators’ Professor of Music Barbara Harbach at the 

2015 World Ecology Gala. 

 

Gala attendees got the chance to see many of Bateman’s original works like “Power Play” (left) and 

“Master of the Herd,” which are part of Bateman’s “Inspired by Nature” exhibit on display at Peabody 

Hall at the Saint Louis Zoo. 

 

16Dec15: News item.  

Province unveils 10-lane toll bridge to replace Massey Tunnel 

“The toll rate has not been released. The new bridge will include an HOV lane in each direction. 

Highway 99 improvements will include new interchanges in Richmond and Delta. Construction is set 

to begin in 2017. The project's price tag is now $3.5 billion, up $500-million from initial estimates.” 

Concerns: The main reason to remove the tunnel is make the Fraser River navigable by supertankers 

for LNG, bitumen oil, and coal. This will benefit the Surrey Docks business, yet will be paid for by 

taxpayers. It will add to urban sprawl to the south and increase congestion, and massively increase 

the province’s debt. Protected ALR land will come under greater risk. No business plan or records are 

available from the Province. Regional politicians are kept in the dark and a number are against the 

bridge. 

Dredging the channel will:  affect the river flow; affect the unstable silt banks of the river; increase 

loss of and salination of adjoining farm lands; increase risk of flooding in Richmond and Delta.  

http://www.stlzoo.org/visit/thingstoseeanddo/historichill/bateman-wildlife-art-exhibit/
http://blogs.umsl.edu/news/files/2015/11/world_ecology_gala_bateman_robert_art_2015-818.jpg


COMING EVENTS 

 

February 2nd speaker:  

Ian Thomas: Naturalist, writer, field biologist. Birds of the Coffee Forest: The 

Importance of Shade Grown Coffee Plantations for Migratory Songbirds. 

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING 

 
Morning weekly outings occur at various interesting locations. Note the start time of 
8:00 AM leaving Petras), with Tom Bearss. 
 
Check for destination changes, and to see lively and interesting reports and 
outstanding photos of all DNCB outings on the blog site at 
https://dncb.wordpress.com/delta-naturalists/ which is compiled by Ken Borrie. 
 
Or, contact Tom at Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com, especially if you will volunteer to write the 

reports on various outings. 
 

TENTATIVE DESTINATIONS: 

Tue., Jan 5: Bowen Island – leave Petra’s at 8:00. Take the 10:05 ferry over, return on  
the 3:30. Rtn fare: adults $12.10, seniors $6.05, parking $10.00. Killarney Lake Trail. 

Tue., Jan 12: Queen Elizabeth Park 

Tue., Jan 19: Whytecliff and Lighthouse Parks, West Vancouver 

 

Tom led a bird watching expedition for NatureWild. If you are interested in helping 

with this youth organization, contact Michal at DeltaHL@naturekidsbc.ca . NatureKids BC 

website is http://www.naturekidsbc.ca/2015/08/delta-home-learners.html 

 

If you missed the December meeting and have not renewed your Delta Nats membership, 

please do so by mail or at the January meeting to be ensured you are registered with our 

parent, BC Nature, maintaining their liability insurance, and you will continue to receive 

the quarterly BC Nature magazine.  

mailto:Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com
mailto:DeltaHL@naturekidsbc.ca
http://www.naturekidsbc.ca/2015/08/delta-home-learners.html


 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT  

 

A number of Delta Nats volunteered for the Christmas Bird Count in Ladner which 

includes Tsawwassen, Point Roberts and south Richmond. Many birds and potential 

volunteers hunkered down to avoid the rain and cold, yet Ladner ended up with a 

count of 133 bird species, only 10 fewer than 2014. The community newspapers will 

have more information on this annual event.  

Here is an easy challenge for all readers: count the birds in your own back yards Feb 

12th to 15th. See the letter on this page for details. 

 

LETTERS 

 

December 15, 2015 

Dear Nature Club, 

I am hoping that you can help us spread the word about the 19
th

 Annual Great Backyard Bird Count Feb 12-15, 

2016. I think your members may be interested in participating in this free, fun event that helps birds!! The Great 

Backyard Bird Count is a 4 day annual event that creates a snap shot of where birds are around the world. 

Bird Watching is one of the fastest growing hobbies in the world. It’s not hard to see why it’s so popular: it gets 

you outdoors, you don’t need a lot of equipment, and it’s fun to spot the less common birds.  

We ask people to count birds for at least 15 minutes on one or more days of the count (Feb 12-15, 2016) and 

enter their sightings at www.BirdCount.org. The information gathered by tens of thousands of volunteers helps 

track changes in bird populations on a massive scale. The GBBC is a joint project of the Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology and the National Audubon Society with partner Bird Studies Canada. 

Here is a link to the instructions and to last year’s results http://gbbc.birdcount.org/2015-gbbc-summary/  

I have attached a poster about the event. 

It would be fantastic if you can share this event with your group. Please let me know if you need any 

information. 

Best wishes, 

Kerrie Wilcox 

Canadian Coordinator, Great Backyard Bird Count   

Bird Studies Canada  

888-448-2473 ext 134 

www.birdcount.org  

http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/?__hstc=64079792.bd9e75a2c84f760c123bae9561496def.1404391801649.1421160194925.1421176309041.49&__hssc=64079792.4.1421176309041&__hsfp=1581982135
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/?__hstc=64079792.bd9e75a2c84f760c123bae9561496def.1404391801649.1421160194925.1421176309041.49&__hssc=64079792.4.1421176309041&__hsfp=1581982135
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.birdscanada.org/
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2015FebUpdate_English_DownloadableInstructions_Undated_mji.pdf
http://gbbc.birdcount.org/2015-gbbc-summary/
tel:888-448-2473%20ext%20134
http://www.birdscanada.org/pfw.html


Photography: December, 2015 

 

 

Spot the Spotted Towhee – Jack MacDonald 

 

 

Harlequin Ducks – Alberto Vilca & Pascale Charland  



 

 

 

American Wigeon – Glen Bodie 

 

 

 

Snowy Mountains on Vancouver Island – Jack MacDonald  



 

 

 

Donna Thomson and friend at Reifel – Jack MacDonald 

 

 

 

Wood Duck Pair – Liz Stewart  



 

 

 

Northern Flicker – Liz Stewart 

 

 

Sandhill Cranes – A Walk in the Park - Jim Kneesch  



EXECUTIVE and COMMITTEES 2015-2016 

 

President – Tom Bearss 
 
Vice-President – Elizabeth Perrin 
 
Secretary – Anita Den Dikken 
 
Treasurer/ Membership – Jim Kneesch 
 
Director (Speakers & BCN) – Ursula Easterbrook 
 

Director (Environment) – James Ronback, Jim_Ronback@dccnet.com 604 948-1589 

 
 
Committees: 
 
Newsletter Editor – Audrey Coutts, makemusichappen@gmail.com 

 
Publicity – Valerie Fuller 
 
Social Committee – Elizabeth Perrin, Liz Stewart, JoanneWilliamson, Audrey Coutts, and 

         Roberta Laughland 
 
Display Co-ordinator – Terry Carr; Assistant co-ordinator Marylile Martin 
 
Archivist – Geof Hacker 
 
Casual Birders – Tom Bearss 
 
Telescope Custodian – Tom Bearss 
 
Delta Nats’ website: https://dncb.wordpress.com/ 
 
Useful Phone Numbers: 
 
Wild Life Rescue ....................................................604-526-7275 
Canadian Wildlife Services ...................................604-666-0143 
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour) ....................................  604-737-3074 
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary ...........................604-946-6980 
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab) ..........................604-946-3171 
Wildlife Violation Report ....................................1-800-663-9453 
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE .........................604-666-3500 
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust ...........................604-940-3392 

Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca  

mailto:makemusichappen@gmail.com
http://naturevancouver.ca/


THE BACK PAGE 

 

 A friendly email exchange between Valerie Fuller and Graham Sunderland - 

an attempt to precisely identify a Turnstone. 

 

 

Juvenile Black Turnstone      Photo by Jay Wiggs, used with permission. 

 

 

Val:        My friend Jay has sent me a picture of this Turnstone, which I think is a 

juvenile Ruddy.  However, my most recent National Geographic says that both 

Turnstone species have upturned bills.  This sure doesn't look upturned to me.  What 

do you think?  



Graham:  From my view point it's a juv. Black Turnstone; notice the dark legs and 

pretty uniform head pattern compared to more orange legs of a RT and its more 

varied head plumage.  The lower part of the mandible gives it the upturned look.  BUT 

should you feel inclined to withhold future invites to Turkey dinners as a result of this 

dissenting opinion, I would wholeheartedly agree that it's a Ruddy Turnstone.   

Val:      I take your point about the legs; but I'll eat my hat if that bill is upturned.  In 

my defence, my book doesn't show a juvenile Black Turnstone.  I will, however, bow 

to your wise counsel and accept that it is, indeed, a juvenile Black Turnstone.  

HARRUMMMPH! 

Graham:  Your hat is in no danger; there sure ain't no upturn there.  I seem to recall 

hearing that a whole batch of Turnstones was being recalled because they'd been 

fitted with the wrong bills leaving many stones unturned.........   

Val:  Imagine my luck to find a moose with a sense of humour.  The other bulls in my 

life simply stare glassy-eyed into the distance and only notice me during the rut.  

Ahhh, the dangers of being attracted to the rack and not considering the ruin! 

 

 

Ed: A little late, but I think you will enjoy these snow geese on the W. Richmond dike -  Alberto and Pascale. 


