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Biography: 

Christine Terpsma is the Program Co-ordinator 

for the Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust, a non-

profit based out of Delta, BC  

Christine grew up on a local dairy farm, 

obtained a BSc. in Natural Resource 

Conservation from UBC, and studied 

Conservation and Sustainable Agriculture at 

Bangor University, Wales, UK.  

She is an Articling Agrologist with the BC 

Institute of Agrologists. 

Christine will speak on research and 

programming at the Delta Farmland and 

Wildlife Trust. 

   



 

HONOURS FOR ANNE MURRAY! 

The Douglas H. Pimlott Award is Nature Canada’s highest honour, awarded to an 

individual whose outstanding contributions to Canadian conservation serve as an 

example to us all. Nature Canada is proud to announce that Anne Murray is the 2015 

Douglas H. Pimlott Award Winner. 

 

Anne’s dedication to nature conservation is truly inspiring. Anne volunteers with a number of nature 

organizations, including Nature Canada, Bird Studies Canada, B.C. Nature, Delta Farmland and 

Wildlife Trust, Delta Naturalists’ Society, and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, UK. Anne 

was active for many years with the Boundary Bay Conservation Committee in highlighting the 

importance of the Fraser River delta and its migratory birds, and in successful and unsuccessful 

campaigns to protect habitat there. She co-authored Ours to Preserve which documented 

environmental goals around Boundary Bay, Delta, and was endorsed by numerous groups and 

municipalities. Anne also authored A Nature Guide to Boundary Bay and Tracing Our Past ~ A 

Heritage Guide to Boundary Bay, which explores the ecological history of the Fraser delta area.  

 

Anne has been deeply involved since 1996 with the Canadian Important Bird Area Program, and is a 

member of the BC IBA Program Conservation Team that oversees the province’s IBA Caretaker 

Program. As a Trustee of the Delta Museum and Archives Trustee she initiated the successful Delta 

History Hunters program. Anne has received recognition for her conservation work, including the 

John Davidson Award from Nature Vancouver, the Queen’s Golden Jubilee medal, and BC Nature’s 

Elton Anderson Award. 
 

Anne’s accomplishments are huge, but how did she get where she is today? We asked 

Anne to tell us more about how she became one of BC’s leading lights in nature 

conservation… 

 

Inspired by Nature  

 

 I cannot remember a time when I did not like 

nature: birds, animals, flowers, even snakes! 

Yet I was not born in the countryside, or even 

in the suburbs, but in a city neighbourhood of 

London, England, when it was the second 

largest city in the world. Where did it come 

from, this innate love of nature? I grew up 

surrounded by buildings, streets, vehicles, and 

the visual scars of World War 2 bombing, so it 

must have come from my parents and early  



teachers. My father lived as a child in Eden – in 

his eyes the most beautiful valley in England, 

lying between the sands of the Solway Firth 

and the hills of Cumbria. My mother was born 

amid the gentle scenery of rural Sussex, later 

moving to the coastal county of Essex. 

Between them they knew the names and ways 

of animals and birds, and every flower that 

grew. Life’s waves and the war tossed them 

into London, where they grew vegetables and 

roses in rented gardens. My first bird watching 

was seeing house sparrows come to crumbs 

outside our kitchen window and watching the 

evening flights of starlings wheeling overhead 

as they headed to roost. 

Few city children have the benefit of a 

woodland in their school yard, but the convent 

school had a farm and large grounds. We 

picked sticky buds of chestnut trees to 

watch them open in spring, and listened to the 

birds singing. One day, I found a grass snake 

in the long grass by the playing field. A teacher 

took us on nature walks in the wood, which 

had bluebells in spring and a deep hole that we 

were told was a fox burrow. Foxes still live in 

London; I recently saw a mother and two kits 

early one morning, beside the railway tracks at 

Hammersmith Station. 

I loved books that had nature pictures: an 

encyclopedia was a particular favourite. My 

siblings and I would peruse the exotic birds 

and animals illustrated in glorious colour and 

would try and choose “a favourite”. As 

presents, I received four Ladybird nature books 

written by Grant Watson, illustrated by Charles 

Tunnicliffe, starting with “What to look for in 

spring”. I seldom had a chance to see the 

English countryside shown in the books – our 

family had no car – but I longed to inhabit it. 

Tunnicliffe’s beautiful watercolours showed 

nature and rural life with great accuracy. These 

were not cartoons and the colours were subtle 

and natural. I pored over them for hours. 

When I was about twelve, I put nest boxes and 

bird feeders in our garden, and joined the 

Junior Bird Recorders Club of the Royal Society 

for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), which 

almost contemporaneously changed its name 

to the Young Ornithologists’ Club. I became an 

enthusiastic member, wearing my kestrel pin 

with pride and saving up my pocket money for 

field trips to RSPB reserves. My parents bought 

me bird books and encouraged my interest, 

and kindly naturalists took groups of us kids 

out to look for nightjars in the dark, on a boat 

trip to Havergate Island to see rare nesting 

avocets, and introduced us to the bitterns and 

marsh harriers of Minsmere. When the time 

came to leave school and interview for 

university, I headed to Exeter in Devon. Flocks 

of roosting gulls flew overhead in the pinkish 

dusk of a February evening, and I could smell 

the sea on the breeze. It was where I spent 

the next three years, and began my adult life. 

I tell this story to illustrate that yearning to 

connect with nature can be found in many 

places, cities included. For children to connect 

with nature, and all the pleasure that brings, all 

it takes is some help from the adults around 

them. It is never too late. One of my greatest 

pleasures today is sharing the sights and 

sounds of nature with others, and watching 

their interest grow as their knowledge 

increases. 

 

 

Nature Canada, September 10, 2015  



DELTA NATS COMING EVENTS 

 
Tues Oct 6:  Christine Terpsma, the Program Co-ordinator for the Delta Farmland & 

Wildlife Trust. What’s New At The Trust. 
 
November 3rd: Kathy Martin – Professor, Faculty of forestry, UBC, and Environment 

Canada 

December 1st: Terry Carr – Exploring Haida Gwaii – the natural history and the people. 

Photographer and traveller Terry Carr will give an illustrated presentation about travelling around 

Haida Gwaii by car and boat. These islands, formerly known as the Queen Charlotte Islands, are the 

home of the Haida people, and of many birds, animals and plants. 

 

DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING 
 
Morning weekly outings occur at various interesting locations. Note the change 
to Wednesdays and the start time of 7:30 am leaving Petras), with Tom Bearss. 
 
Check for destination changes, and to see lively and interesting reports and 
outstanding photos of all DNCB outings on the blog site at 
https://dncb.wordpress.com/delta-naturalists/ which is compiled by Ken Borrie. 
 
Or, contact Tom at Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com, especially if you will volunteer to write 
the reports on various outings. 
 

TENTATIVE DESTINATIONS: 

Wed., Sept 30: Elgin Park/Blackie Spit. 

Wed., Oct 7: Serpentine Fen/White Rock  

Wed., Oct 14: Iona Regional Park 

Tue., Oct 20: Brunswick Point 

Tue., Oct 27: Campbell Valley Park 

Tue., Nov 3: Point Roberts, WA 

Tue., Nov 10: Stanley Park 

Tue., Nov 17: Terra Nova Park, 

Richmond  

 

  



The talented Delta Nats photographers provide wonderful proof of the varied and 

stimulating outings planned by Tom. What follows is a small sampling of September’s 

forays by Alberto and Marion, at Mt. Baker.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

At Elgin Park and Blackie Spit – by Pascale & Alberto 

 

 

 

DELTA NATS NEWS 

Tom delivered 10 copies of the letter on the following page, with our Birds in Delta brochure, to Delta 

City Hall on Friday, September 11. The recipients, other than the Mayor, were six Councillors, CAO 

Harvie, Delta Managers Mike Brotherstone and Ken Kuntz. The brochure, and letter, were drafted by 

our DNS Committee of Anne Murray, Terry Carr, Judy Kilcup, Marylile Martin and Nicki Brockamp.  

The Mayor read the letter and has asked that the Delta Nats appear before Council to outline their 

plan for a Delta Birds and Biodiversity Strategy. When the date is confirmed, it would be great to 

have some Delta Nats in attendance to show support for this initiative.  



 



NATUREKIDS BC 

 

At the September meeting, Michal Sirton, spoke about the Delta Home Learners, a new 

NatureKids BC club for young naturalists. The eighth club in the Lower Mainland, she 

said they are seeking a volunteer co-leader.  

NatureWild is BC’s only home grown nature magazine for children. A quarterly 

magazine, it is produced by NatureKids BC with contributions from some of BC’s 

leading naturalists and biologists. It features fascinating articles on BC’s wildlife and 

ecosystems, stories about children taking action for the environment, along with 

activities, games and contests.  

Tom volunteered to lead a bird watching expedition. If you are interested in helping 

with this organization, contact Michal at DeltaHL@naturekidsbc.ca . The new 

NatureKids BC website is http://www.naturekidsbc.ca/2015/08/delta-home-

learners.html 

 

RADIO TOWER UPDATE 

ALL POINT BULLETIN, the community newspaper for Point Roberts, published the 

following article BY Meg Olson on September 10th. 

“Whidbey Telecom has joined a line of formal and informal complainants to the Federal 

Communications Commission (FCC), asking they only approve BBC Broadcasting’s 

application to renew station authorization for KRPI if the company abandons plans to 

broadcast from a new five-antenna array they are proposing for Point Roberts. 

In their August 27 objection the local telephone and broadband provider stated that 

“inherent in that renewal would be the authorization for BBC Broadcasting to operate 

an AM station transmitter in Point Roberts, both daytime and nighttime, at the 

frequency of 1550 kilohertz and a power of 50 kilowatts.” 

The objection provides evidence to support Whidbey Telecom’s claim that the 

deployment of such an array “carries a very substantial risk of severely disrupting voice 

and broadband communications at Point Roberts, thereby not only threatening severe 

economic and social dislocation but also imperiling public safety and border security.” 

The company stated it was “extremely concerned over the threat to broadband 

service,” and that a source of interference such as AM radio waves would likely ensure 



diminished transmission, “thereby relegating businesses, residences and government 

facilities that have been able to rely upon such advanced DSL technology to a service 

rendered unreliable and potentially unusable.” 

In addition to the harm to the public good Whidbey also points out “material defects in 

the notice given to the public” when BBC Broadcasting applied for their license 

renewal, such as identifying their application to construct a new facility in a new 

community, operating at a higher power over extended hours, as a “minor 

amendment.” The FCC approved the construction permit for the new Point Roberts 

facility in 2012. 

Arthur Reber with the Cross Border Coalition to Stop the Towers, which has also filed a 

formal objection to the license renewal with the FCC, said they were hopeful that 

Whidbey Telecom’s objection could help them in their upcoming battle in Skagit 

County Court, where BBC Broadcasting is appealing Whatcom County’s decision to 

deny their conditional use permit. That decision was based on the county hearing 

examiner’s ruling that the towers did not meet height requirements, and that county 

code did not provide an exception for radio towers, a decision that Whatcom County 

Council upheld. 

Reber said BBC Broadcasting is arguing the towers constitute an essential public utility 

that should be exempt from height requirements. “Not only is this not an essential 

public utility but it would compromise one,” he said. A court date for the appeal should 

be announced in late September.” 

 

===================================== 

According to a letter to the Delta Optimist by Greg J. Edwards, efforts to have MP 

Kerry-Lynne Findlay read the 2014 “Petition to the House of Commons in Parliament 

Assembled” concerning the high-wattage AM transmitter proposed for Point Roberts 

near the border crossing was unsuccessful. Inexplicably, MP Findlay had the MP for 

Kootenay-Columbia, David Wilks, simply file the petition.  

The petition, signed by approximately 3,400 local residents, had two requests:  

One, “file an Informal Objection with the Federal Communications Commission” (FCC) 

in Washington “against” renewal of BBC Broadcasting Inc.'s (BBC) application to have 

its KRPI broadcast licence renewed; 

Two, inquire into Industry Canada's failure to object to the FCC's decision to grant “the 

construction permit of five 150-foot AM radio towers immediately adjacent to” the 



“23,000 Canadians” of Tsawwassen “and allowing the increase in nighttime wattage to 

the maximum of 50,000 watts.” 

The struggle continues, apparently without the assistance of MP Findlay. 

 

 

 

 

 

This charming little fellow is a tree frog, settling in to spend a second winter in the planters on Donna 

Thompson’s second floor balcony. He was green when she spotted him a couple of weeks ago, but 

he gradually turned a brownish colour to match this environment. 

 

 

 

  



EXECUTIVE and COMMITTEES 2014-2015 

 

President – Tom Bearss 
 
Vice-President – Elizabeth Perrin 
 
Secretary – Anita Den Dikken 
 
Treasurer/ Membership – Jennifer Melville-Roberts 
 
FBCN Director – Ursula Easterbrook 
 
Speakers Co-ordinator – Ursula Easterbrook 

Environmental Issues – James Ronback, Jim_Ronback@dccnet.com 604 948-1589 

Directors at large –  Hans-Ulf Schellhase 
Lorraine Mwenifumbo 

 
Committees: 
 
Newsletter Editor – Audrey Coutts, makemusichappen@gmail.com 
 
Publicity – Valerie Fuller 
 
Social Committee – Lorraine Mwenifumbo & Elizabeth Perrin 
 
Display Co-ordinator – Terry Carr; Assistant co-ordinator Marylile Martin 
 
Archivist – Geof Hacker 
 
Casual Birders – Tom Bearss 
Telescope Custodian – Tom Bearss 
 
Useful Phone Numbers: 
Wild Life Rescue .....................................................604 526-7275 
Canadian Wildlife Services ....................................604 666-0143 
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour) ....................................... 604 737-3074 
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary ............................604 946-6980 
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab) ...........................604 946-3171 
Wildlife Violation Report .....................................1-800-663-9453 
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE ..........................604 666-3500 
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust ........................... 604 940-3392 

Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca  



 

THE LAST PAGE 

 

I decided to stick my neck out and put a name to the distant shimmering phantom. 

“Marsh Hawk!” I pronounced with more confidence than I really felt. (We called 

Northern Harriers Marsh Hawks back then, you know.) 

At my identifying disclosure, the gentleman in front of me spun around and glowered. 

Turning back up-ridge he frantically moved his binoculars up and down, back and 

forth, trying to compensate for poor optics with concentrated effort. 

As I watched, a stray gust or the edge of a thermal caught the bird. It rolled slightly, 

showing gleaming white under parts.  

“Adult male!” I shouted before anyone else. “It’s an adult male Marsh Hawk.” 

At this disclosure the frustrated beginner let his binoculars drop, rolled his eyes toward 

the heavens, raised his hands in a display of mock despair and, turning to his wife, 

said, “I can’t believe this guy behind us. I can’t even find this bird, and he can see its 

genitals.” 

The identification, of course, was based wholly on the color of the bird’s plumage, not 

on genitalia. The adult male is white underneath, the adult female, tawny, and the 

immatures have cinnamon under parts. 

 

The above is an excerpt from May 1, 1988 online issue of BirdWatching, by Pete 

Dunne. 

 

For the complete article and a great resource for birdwatchers, see  

http://www.birdwatchingdaily.com/featured-stories/tips-for-identifying-hawks    

 

Contributions from readers are appreciated. Terry Carr gets the credit for submitting 

the above story. 


