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George Clulow’s presentation will be Birding in Panama, including the 

Darien Peninsula, Tuesday, September 1, 2015, 7:30 pm,  
5575 8th Avenue, Benediction Lutheran Church, Tsawwassen 

 

 



 

A short business meeting begins at 7:30, followed by a tea/coffee break, and our guest 

speaker. 

 

Biography: 

While growing up in England, George developed a fascination with birds and the outdoors 

that continues today.  An avid birder, he has had a long involvement with the naturalist and birding 

communities nationally, provincially, and in the Lower Mainland since the mid-1970's. 

Currently president of British Columbia Field Ornithologists, George has also served on the board of 

Bird Studies Canada, and was the BC Breeding Bird Atlas Regional Coordinator for Metro Vancouver. 

A long time member of Nature Vancouver, George received the society’s Ney Award in 1998. 

He is a regular Field Trip leader for the City of Burnaby’s Exploring Burnaby’s Parks series, leads 

Lower Mainland birding trips for Avocet Tours, and publishes a blog, Burnaby Outdoors – birds 

nature, parks.  <https://burnabybirdguy.wordpress.com/>.  

 

 

Harpy Eagle, Panama’s national bird 

 

 

Scarlet Macaws 

 

 



Please note: Membership fees are due in September. 

Individual Membership: $35/year; 
Family Membership (incl. children): $45/year 

 

DELTA NATS ACTIVITIES 

DELTA NATS BIRD BROCHURE 

The Birds and Diversity Committee has produced an outstanding Delta Birds brochure. 

It looks good on the website, but is even better in print. As Tom would say, 

“awesome”! 

Congratulations, and thank you, to Anne Murray, Marylile Martin, Nicki Brockamp, Judy 

Kilcup and Terry Carr, and to all who submitted photographs. Well done! 

https://dncb.files.wordpress.com/2013/06/delta_nats_brochure_march20151.pdf 

 

** ANNUAL GARDEN PARTY ** 

The annual Delta Nats garden party was held on Saturday, June 20th at the home of 

Jennifer and Pam Melville-Roberts. Their backyard is resplendent with a variety of 

plants and trees, including some gorgeous roses. It is an ideal setting for this kind of 

event, with plenty of privacy from prying eyes. (Ed. note: what did you get up to?) 

As usual, everyone contributed a wide variety of delicious foods, which were enjoyed 

by all, along with various kinds of drink. 

The real highlight of the evening was the anonymous gift exchange.  Some gifts were 

seized from the recipients upon opening, and it was common to see the same gift 

exchange hands three times.  Conversely, some participants were openly soliciting 

others to seize their gifts - alas, to no avail.  

Tom presented Terry Carr with an award bestowed at the B.C. Nature AGM in May, 

recognizing his considerable contributions to our club.  Terry and Janan were in Haida 

Gwaii at the time, hence the late presentation of his well deserved award. 

The evening ended with heartfelt thanks to our two gracious hostesses. 

Report by Anita Den Dikken  



 

 

Tom presenting the BC Nature Award to Terry Carr 

Terry Carr – BC Nature Club Service Award – Delta Naturalists 

  

Terry Carr obtained a Biology degree at UBC. After travelling extensively in Europe and 

the Middle East, he returned to UBC to study Ancient History and then Librarianship. 

He worked for 32 years at the Vancouver Public Library, holding several positions 

including Reference Librarian, Head of the Science Division, and Public Service 

Manager. 

 

For many years, Delta Nats has had an educational display table, with scattered aims 

in preparing it. When Terry joined the club 8 years ago, and volunteered to participate 

at events, he also took organization of the Educational Material in hand.  He not only 

produced new posters but also spruced up the samples and requested more photos 

and subjects/objects not only for the Show and Tell, but also for the kids to handle. 

That display has become the talk of Delta!  



 

 

Terry continues to search for more educational hand-outs and material when he goes 

to other events such as the Wings over Water event in Blaine, Washington State. 

  

Terry gets Delta Nats members involved; there is never a time when there is a 

shortage of volunteers. 

Terry (and Janan) is also a member of Vancouver Nature. 

 

Last year (2014), Terry was involved with the search for and finding of a new meeting 

place. Our old location, Cammidge House which could hold only 40 people, legally and 

comfortably, became too small for our lectures and shows.  We had been turning 

people away for awhile now; at our new location we can aim for 130! 

 

Terry also is one of Delta Nats Casual Birders, joining them on a weekly basis, taking 

many bird photographs along the way, which are posted on the Delta Nats blog 

weekly. He takes many world birding trips to interesting bird photography 

opportunities like Newfoundland and Haida Gwaii. 

Prepared by Ursula Easterbrook 

***************************************************** 

 

Tom read the above at the Garden Party on June 20th, and added a few points 

including:  1) Terry and Janan are world travellers and Terry has given several brilliant 

pictorial Presentations to Delta Nats on their adventures in Africa and elsewhere; 2) 

Terry has volunteered on, and spear-headed, several Delta Nats sub-committees, most 

recently on our Delta Bird Strategy Committee which is producing a Birds of Delta 

brochure. The “master” was shown to members at the Garden Party and is ready for 

print and distribution. 3) Terry has been very active with our DNS Bird Box program in 

BBRP, monitoring, installing and repairing them. Terry is a DNS champion and has 

been the backbone of our Club, consistently volunteering his time and considerable 

talents, not only to our DNS Display, but to all aspects of the Club’s operations. And he 

does this quietly, humbly and without fanfare. Terry is certainly a well-deserved 

recipient of this BCN Award.  



 

Juvenile Bald Eagle at the Raptor Festival, Terra nova – Photo by Pascale and Alberto 

 

Spectacled Owl, native to South America, at Raptor Festival – Photo by Pascale and Alberto 



 

DELTA NATS COMING EVENTS 

 
Wed Sept 9  Birds on the Bay, 9 AM – 12:00 
 
Sat Sept 12:  The last 2015 Car Boot Sale,  
 
Sat Sept 12: **  Day at the Farm, Westham Island, 10 – 4:00 
 
Tues Oct 6: October speaker is Christine Terpsma, the Program Co-ordinator for 

 the Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust. 
 
 
** Volunteers are needed for DNS displays ** If you can be at our display booth 
for a couple of hours, please contact Terry Carr (terrancecarr@gmail.com) 
 

No experience necessary. 

 

A special offering from Terry: https://www.audubon.org/news/peregrines-and-photographer-

bunk-out-chicago-mans-apartment 

 

 

NATURE CANADA 2015 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING will be held on Friday, September 

25th at 4:30, followed by a cocktail Reception at 5:30 at the Mary Winspear Centre in 

Sidney. Special guest Robert Bateman will make remarks and present the Douglas H. 

Pimlott Award.  Please RSVP to Marie du Plessis by email or phone (1-800-267-4088) 

before September 4th to confirm your presence at the AGM, cocktail reception and 

afternoon sessions which begin at 1:00 PM. 

For further information on the Annual General Meeting and how you can participate, 

please visit www.naturecanada.ca.  

 

 

  



        

 

    DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING WALK 

A ‘BIRDS ON THE BAY’ EVENT 

Wednesday, September 9 

Boundary Bay Regional Park  9:00am - noon 

Join Tom Bearss and his informal birdwatchers for a 2 1/2 hour amble.  

Enjoy the abundance of resident and migratory species, including shorebirds, waterfowl, raptors, and 

smaller birds. 

Bring binoculars if you have them. 

The outing will end with beverage and snacks at historic Cammidge House. 

Meet: Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional Park, Delta 

Info: 604 940 9296 or tom.bearss@dccnet.com 

Hosts: Delta Nature:  No charge for events; voluntary donation for snacks 

 

     



DELTA NATS CASUAL BIRDING 
 
Morning weekly outings occur at various interesting locations. Note the change 
to Wednesdays and the start time of 7:30 am leaving Petras), with Tom Bearss. 
 
Check for destination changes, and see lively and interesting reports and outstanding 
photos of all DNCB outings on the blog site at www.dncb.wordpress.com which is 
compiled by Ken Borrie. 
 
Or, contact Tom at Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com, especially if you will volunteer to write 
the reports on various outings. 
 

TENTATIVE DESTINATIONS 

Sept 2: Barnston Island 

Sept 9: Birds on the Bay – meet at 

Cammidge House 

Sept 16: Mt. Baker with Terry 

Sept 23: Ferry to Gibson’s or to 

Victoria 

Sept 30 and Oct 7: TBA 

Oct 14: Iona Regional Park, 

Richmond

 



 

Birding Walk on Salt Spring Island, and arbutus trees. Photo by Pascale and Alberto

 



 

 



 

Delta Nats at Animal Expo, Ladner. Photos by Terry Carr 

Your Delta Nats Display Team enjoyed another very successful event at the annual Delta Animal Expo 

at Ladner Memorial Park on Sunday, August 23, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Terry and I (Tom) gathered 

the display material at 8:00 a.m. from our Locker at Centennial Beach and set up at the Ladner Park 

was done by 9:30 a.m. Our tent, info material and brochures, skulls, nests, guessing boxes, touchy-

feely stuff, colouring sheets, etc. are awesome. We always have the most informative and interesting 

booth at events like this. There were about 50 other participating Displays at this EXPO, some very 

interesting with live animals, including: snakes at the BC Reptile Club booth, hawks and falcons at 

both OWL and the Raptor Ranch booths, parrots and macaws at the BC Exotic Bird Society booth, 

little ponies at the Tiny Tales booth, llamas at the Fat Chance Ranch booth, weird rabbits at the 

Rabbit Agility Club display, and my favourite, a huge Pot Bellied Pig at the booth near us. In addition 

to the Rabbit Agility show, there was a Dog Agility Show and other shows which I didn’t pay much 

attention to. (I toured the Ladner Market for an hour). Your Display Team throughout the day 

included Anita, Pascale & Alberto, Rob & Marylile, Val (aka Moose) and of course Elizabeth who was 

there all day sharing duties as an Animal Expo Volunteer (and Terry and me). Lots of adults and kids 

visited our booth and our very talented DNS Volunteers entertained and educated them with amazing 

dexterity. Display Guru Terry and I dismantled the display at 4:00 p.m. and returned it to our Locker. 

Check out Pascale’s (and Terry’s soon) photo evidence on our Picasa site at: 

 https://picasaweb.google.com/113357506005013094897.  



 

REMINDER - SANDHILL CRANE REPORTING 

 

Myles Lamont of TerraFauna Wildlife Consulting, Inc. has a website for reporting 
sightings and observations on Sandhills in the province:  
www.cranesightings.com 
 
There is also a Face book page for those who might want to join and follow 
updates - www.facebook.com/BCcranes 
 
c   1. 778. 246. 2837 
e   info@terrafauna.ca 
w  terrafauna.ca 

 
 

 

 

Did you know that an estimated 42 million birds die each year due to collisions with 

windows? 

Bird Studies Canada is seeking volunteers to assist with bird-window collisions surveys in downtown 

Vancouver during September and October. The survey involves walking along a route while looking 

for evidence of collision at various buildings. Surveys are conducted just after dawn and take 

approximately 20 minutes. 

The data collected by participants will help us assess mortality rates, identify vulnerable species and 

improve our understanding of the impacts of collisions in Vancouver.  

 

For more information, see http://www.birdscanada.org/ 

And http://www.birdscanada.org/volunteer/programmap/index.jsp?lang=EN&targetpg=bcprograms 

 

  



 

 

EXECUTIVE and COMMITTEES 2014-2015 

 

President – Tom Bearss 
 
Vice-President – Elizabeth Perrin 
 
Secretary – Anita Den Dikken 
 
Treasurer/ Membership – Jennifer Melville-Roberts 
 
FBCN Director – Ursula Easterbrook 
 
Speakers Co-ordinator – Ursula Easterbrook 

Environmental Issues – James Ronback, Jim_Ronback@dccnet.com 604 948-1589 

Directors at large –  Hans-Ulf Schellhase 
Lorraine Mwenifumbo 

 
Committees: 
 
Newsletter Editor – Audrey Coutts, makemusichappen@gmail.com 
 
Publicity – Valerie Fuller 
 
Social Committee – Lorraine Mwenifumbo & Elizabeth Perrin 
 
Display Co-ordinator – Terry Carr; Assistant co-ordinator Marylile Martin 
 
Archivist – Geof Hacker 
 
Casual Birders – Tom Bearss 
Telescope Custodian – Tom Bearss 
 
Useful Phone Numbers: 
Wild Life Rescue .....................................................604 526-7275 
Canadian Wildlife Services ....................................604 666-0143 
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour) ....................................... 604 737-3074 
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary ............................604 946-6980 
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab) ...........................604 946-3171 
Wildlife Violation Report .....................................1-800-663-9453 
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE ..........................604 666-3500 
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust ........................... 604 940-3392 

Nature Vancouver - http://naturevancouver.ca  



THE LAST PAGE 

The flight of an Eagle from the top of the world’s tallest building to his 
handler below. The building is the Burj Khalifa in Dubai, a height of 2,722 
feet, (830 m.). The flight is recorded by a camera fitted to the Eagle. It’s 
surprising how smooth the flight video is with no camera shake whatsoever 
  
You can see the Eagle looking, looking, for his trainer.   
When he does locate him, he folds his wings and drops like a bullet directly 
to the man … very beautiful!  
 
The eagle would have no idea as to the location of the speck of land where 
his trainer was, or what it looked like.  
It actually had to pick out the trainer on the ground to find the landing spot, 
an example of amazing vision and flight control.  

 
The eagle flight was arranged by the nature conservation group Freedom 
Conservation with the purpose of drawing attention to eagle conservation.  
This white-tailed eagle has been critically endangered for the last 50 
years.   
  

http://www.flixxy.com/world-record-eagle-flight-from-
worlds-tallest-building.htm?utm_source=nl 

 

Contributed by James Ronback 

Editor’s Note: In the article, the eagle is identified as both an imperial eagle and a 

white tailed eagle. Perhaps a Delta Nats birder can resolve this contradiction. 

 

Terry Carr sent out a notice about an exhibition of Liron Gertzman’s 

photography at the Pendulum Gallery earlier this month. While this 

newsletter is too late for you to see the exhibition, I urge you to visit Liron’s 

website at http://lironsnaturephotography.com/galleries.php  His 

galleries include birds, animals, astrophotography, landscapes and macro 

photography. 

At only 14 years of age, in addition to multiple awards for his work, Liron 

has amassed a list of 693 species of birds in North and Central America. 


