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Well, you never know what to expect when you travel these days. There I was, in a 
wheelchair, looking worn out, no doubt, when I got pulled over by the Customs guys for 
having something suspicious on my shoes! Two or three officials came, and after several 
tests with swabs later, complete with documentation, they finally decided I wasn’t of 
high enough exposive power to be of concern. So – Delta Nats members, take care, and 
don’t go walking in any fertilizer just before you fly out of  the country! 
 
     COMING EVENTS 

Monday, May 13th, 7:30 pm – the monthly meeting of the Delta Naturalists at 
Cammidge House in Boundary Bay Regional Park. This month’s speaker is Karen 
Needham, a zoologist whose specialty is the taxonomy, systematics, and biodiversity of 
aquatic insects, and forensic entomology is also an interest. From 1991 to the present, 
she has been a Lecturer and Curator of the Spencer Entomological Museum,  in the UBC 
Department of Zoology. She has taught at University College of the Cariboo (now 
Thompson Rivers University) and Kwantlen University College, and also has presented 
workshops and programs internally through UBC Continuing Education and TAG, and 
externally to the Vancouver Aquarium, Science World, the Richmond Nature, VanDusen 
Botanical Gardens and the GVRD. She was also the co-host of a weekly insect show on the 
Discovery Channel for one television season, and has authored a children’s book on 
aquatic insects. 

Thu, 23 May, 19:00 – 20:30 – Owl Prowl! 
Surrey Nature Centre 14225 - Green Timbers Way, Surrey (map) 
Come out, prowl about, have a hoot and Who! Who! Who! lives in the park at night. A 
guest from OWL Rehabilitation Society will introduce live owls and lead a guided walk 
into the park in search of these feathered wonders. Meet: Surrey Nature Centre 14225 - 
Green Timbers Way, Surrey Host: Surrey Parks, Recreation & Culture Info & Reg: 604-
502-6065 – environment@surrey.ca *Tuesday, April 23 & Thursday, May 23. 
 



 Sunday, May 12 Migratory Bird Day, Mothers’ Day Tea and Bird Talk’n 
Walk, Cammidge House, 1:00-3:30 - Presentation by Anne Murray 

 

Marine Creatures and Eelgrass Presentation 
Sat, 8 June, 10:00 – 13:00, Kwomais Point Park - Sanford Hall (map) 
Learn about the marine creatures and important eelgrass habitat on our local beaches, 
with a presentation at Kwomais Point Park and a walk to the beach. Meet at Kwomais 
Point Park (Sanford Hall) 1367 128th St, Surrey and then we will be walking down the 
stairs to the beach at 1001 steps. (PLEASE Disregard google map directions... they are 
pointing to S. Surrey Athletic Park - this Hall is at KWOMAIS POINT at address noted 
here) Families welcome. Refreshments provided. Bring lunch, dress for the weather and 
wear appropriate footwear. Register with Alison at a.prentice@shaw.ca 
 

Secrets of a Temperate coniferous forest – 
 A natural history field trip for Salmonberry Days. Saturday 18th May, 2013 - 
Meeting time & location: 12 Noon at the trailhead of Spanish Banks Trail (Trail No. 23) at 
NW Marine Drive. For the location of Trail No. 23 and the trailhead at NW Marine Drive - 
see the Metro Parks map of Pacific Spirit Regional Park which can be viewed on the 
Metro Parks website http://www.metrovancouver.org/. Trip leader: David Cook. 
Duration of field trip: ~2 hours. 

Description of event: On this beautiful forest walk we will see how the components of a 
typical second growth forest and invasive plants work together to produce a functional 
but ever-changing whole. We will also look at the work done in enhancing Spanish Creek 
for salmon. 

Trail conditions: Well maintained trails in Pacific Spirit Regional Park. Initially a 
moderately steep slope.  A free public event. No registration required.  

    OTHER NEWS 

Anne’s sponsored Baillie Birdathon effort in support of Bird Studies Canada 

 As announced at the previous meeting of Delta Naturalists’ Society, I am participating 
this year in the Baillie Birdathon. As you may know, Bird Studies Canada organizes the 
Baillie Birdathon every year and I am excited to give it a try for the first time ever. Funds 
go to support bird education, research and conservation, including the BC Breeding Bird 
Atlas, Coastal Waterbird Surveys, Christmas Bird Counts, the Important Bird Area 
Program (with Nature Canada) and many other activities.  

I will try and see as many bird species as possible in 24 hours and am looking for 
sponsors, either flat rate or by the species. Many of you have already generously 
donated, so thank you very much!! Thanks to your support, I have already reached my 
initial goal of $500 pledged and donated. So I have revised my goal to $750 as I know 
there are still folks out there who would like to support this Birdathon.  



I will be going birding with three friends (Kathy and Steve from Central Valley 
Naturalists and Kelly from Nature Vancouver) who are also raising money. We will be 
birding through the lower Fraser Valley for one full day in May, counting every bird 
species we see. With your help as a sponsor, I hope to raise lots of money for Bird Studies 
Canada.  
 
I will be very grateful for anything you can donate. No amount is too small. If you give 
$10 or more, you will receive a tax deduction receipt from Bird Studies Canada. If you go 
all out and sponsor me for $35 or more, you will receive quarterly issues of BirdWatch 
Canada for one year (it has interesting bird articles and lovely photos. If you don’t want 
it, I know your local school or senior’s centre would love it). 
 
This is the link you can follow to donate online 
http://birdscanada.kintera.org/birdathon/natureguidesbc. 

 If you prefer to send me money in the mail (cheque) or drop it off next time you see me 
(cash) that is okay too. Just email me to get my address. 

The online site is currently not showing all the money donated to date, as there seems to 
be a time lag with the entry of cheque donations. However, those of you who gave me 
cheques or cash already, be assured I have submitted them to Bird Studies Canada. 

 Thanks for your help!    

Anne Murray 

=================================================================== 
 

Here for your edification, my short synopsis of a very exciting time for a 
birdwatcher: 

 Some of you may have heard that we had a very rare visitor in Ladner recently, a 
beautiful little bird in the cardinal family called a Dickcissel.  It was first spotted down by 
Sharkey’s Restaurant and on the 25th of April showed up in my back yard.  It stayed until 
the 28th during which time a number of our members came to see it foraging under my 
bird feeder.  It was very exciting to be the temporary “owner” of Metro Vancouver’s first 
ever Dickcissel, a bird which is usually found in the prairies of central U.S.A., and 
occasionally, the lower part of Saskatchewan, but seldom on this side of the Rockies.   
  
Attached are a couple of photos by Roger Meyer.  I don’t know how this happened, but if 
you click on the arrows at the bottom you get other views, including one Hermit Thrush! 
 



 

 
The following link will take you to my Flickr page where you will see my no-so-great 
photos and video:   http://www.flickr.com/photos/ungulate/ 
  
I think you have to have a Yahoo account to see this flickr site.  If you don’t, I can send 
this to you separately.   
 
Cheers,  
 
Valerie Fuller 
 



DELTA NATURALISTS SOCIETY 
 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEEETING, 
Monday, April 8, 2013, 7:30 - 10:00 p.m., Cammidge House, Delta, B.C. 

 
President, Tom Bearss, introduced executive members present and acknowledged executive members 
absent (Hans-Ulf Schellhase and Ursula Easterbrook), showed Geof’s poster, then welcomed members and 
guests (40+ attendees, one from Kitimat). 
 
Minutes of the last general meeting, March 11, 2013, as published in the monthly newsletter:  moved by 
Jennifer Melville-Roberts, seconded by Valerie Fuller, and approved 
 
Executive Committee meeting minutes of March 25, 2013 were tabled. 
 
Hans-Ulf Schellhase absent; therefore, no mail report available.. 
 
Treasurer, Jennifer Melville-Roberts stated that there was $4,722.96 in the bank. 
 
Mary Ronback’s excellent editorship of the monthly newsletter was acknowledged.  Mary is always seeking 
articles for the publication. 
 
Valerie Fuller, who looks after publicity for the Delta Naturalists, advised that Delta’s papers are very 
supportive and that she is still hopeful for publication in Surrey papers.  
 
Social Co-Chairs, Lorraine Mwenifumbo and Marilyn King acknowledged tonight’s “goodie” providers:  
Elizabeth, Val and Eleanor. Meeting goodie provider sign-up sheets were circulated. 
 

Environmental issues brought forward were:  
*Jim Ronback advised that there has been a postponement, re: VAPOR.   
*Marilynn King (DNS “Pesticide Rep”) requested that, at the next Executive Committee Meeting, Delta 
Naturalists Society executives draft, for presentation to members at the next general meeting  
(approval and subsequent filing) a proposal for the complete ban of the usage of cosmetic pesticides in 
all of British Columbia.   Delta is one of forty communities to have banned their use. Delta Nats 
supported Delta’s ban. Judy Kilcup, Delta Nats member and Committee Chair of the Coalition for the 
Ban of Cosmetic Pesticides was given for her files a copy of a newspaper article regarding  doctors 
lobbying for total B.C. ban of cosmetic pesticides. 
*Richmond’s Snow Goose problem is no longer an issue--until the next migration--as the geese have 
gone. 

 
BCN & SPEAKERS:  Ursula Easterbrook is representing Delta Naturalists and several other members are 
attending the Annual General Meeting May 2-5, 2013 in Abbotsford/Mission. 
 
Arranged by Ursula Easterbrook as next month’s speaker is Karen Needham who will present on aquatic 
insects.  Karen is also interested in leading a Delta Naturalists walk on the foreshore, enabling hands-on 
identification. 
 
Projects/Wish lists  

*There was a meeting with Marcus on Tuesday, March 12th regarding location of the barn owl box, as 
Metro Vancouver does not want it located too close to Cammidge House. They shall, therefore, provide 
and install a pole at their selected location.  Delta Nats were advised that the box they have acquired 
has too small a “veranda”.  Metro Vancouver provided approved plans for future acquisitions. (See 
report on DNCB blog) 
*Scope still an ongoing consideration. 
*Jim Ronback advised that a new meeting venue research is still in progress. 
*Acquisition of Bat Houses is still under review.  
*Metro Vancouver has completed 2012/2013’s Snowy Owl Watch on the dikes. 

 
 



The DNCB (Delta Naturalists Casual Birders) 
*since the March general meeting, and including the quarterly Birds on the Bay outing March 13 (17 
participants), four outings: TFN and Reifel, Queen Elizabeth Park, Maplewood Flats.  
*Next Wednesday’s outing is to Iona RP, leaving Petra’s at 7:30 a.m. (note time, change in day of week) 
*Still looking to possible other ventures:  Aquarium (Tom has had conversations with them), 
Richmond Nature Park.  
*Check out www.dncb.wordpress.com for reports and photos. 

 

Birds Study Canada participant and Delta Nats member, Anne Murray, is looking for sponsorship for her 
May 14th Fraser Valley involvement.  
 
As Ursula Easterbrook was absent, there was no report filed regarding her photo workshop held at 
Cammidge House on March 17th. 
 
Tom Bearss reported that on April 2nd work was done on nest box “baffling” which will hopefully exclude 
house sparrows. 
 
Friday, April 5th, members attended the Cammidge House Committee meeting. 
 

Following are up-coming scheduled events:  
 
   * Sunday, April 21 Watershed Park fish release w/Nats Display: Terry Carr; Tom Bearss: bird walk 

Monday, April 22 PechaKucha (20 slides, 20 seconds per slide) Earth Day presentation,  Delta 
municipal hall 
Saturday, April 27 Metro Vancouver “Celebrating Partners” Ft. Langley Community Hall 

Monday, April 29 Delta Nats Executive meeting 
May 2 - 5 B.C. Nature’s AGM at Abbotsford/Mission 
Friday, May 10 Cammidge  House Committee meeting 
* Sunday, May 12 Migratory Bird Day, Mothers’ Day Tea and Bird Talk n Walk, Cammidge House, 1:00-3:30  

Presentation by Anne Murray 
Monday, May 13 Delta Naturalists General Meeting, Cammidge House, 7:30 
* Sunday, May 26 Ladner May Day event 
 
Wednesday, June 5 Birds on the Bay, Cammidge House, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Friday, June 7 Cammidge House Committee meeting 
Saturday, June 8 First bi-monthly Car Boot Sale, Centennial Beach 
Monday, June 10 Delta Nats meeting and AGM, Cammidge House, 7:30 
Wednesday, June 12 Metro Vancouver, Boundary Bay Regional Park, 3:00-5:00 
   * Sunday, June 16 Fathers’ Day Pancake Breakfast, Centennial Beach 
 
  * Monday, July 1 Canada Day in downtown Ladner 
 
  * VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR BOOTH……..TERRY CARR HAS SIGN-UP SHEETS 
 

Sightings:  Several members mentioned that a dozen or so short-eared owls are in the 12th Avenue 
Boundary Park area. 
 
Meeting adjourned for refreshments, 50/50, camera/scope accessories/publications give-aways 
(compliments of Kay). 
 
Featured presentation was “Bird Watching in Zimbabwe” with  Peter Ward, Water Engineer and 
Birdwatcher. 
 
Recorded by:  Annie Kaps 

 
 
 



 



EXECUTIVE and COMMITTEES 2012-2013 

 
President – Tom Bearss, 12-6105 River Road, Ladner, B.C., V4K 5G5               
Tom.Bearss@dccnet.com     604 940-9296 
 
Vice-President –Jim Ronback, 1530 Kirkwood Road, Tsawwassen, BC, V4L 1G1 
Jim_Ronback@dccnet.com    604 948-1589  
 
Secretary shared by– Judy Kilcup, 6126 Galbraith Crescent, Ladner, BC V4K 4X3 

JudyKilcup@hotmail.com  604 943 0603, and  
Annie Kaps, 12541 Grove Crescent, Surrey, BC, V3V 2L6,  
AKaps@kwik.net (604)581-7837, (604)250-2577 cell 

 
Treasurer/ Membership – Jennifer Melville-Roberts, 4953 10A Ave., Tsawwassen, B.C., V4M 1X9 
PamJen@eastlink.ca  604 948-1542  
 
FBCN Director – Ursula Easterbrook, 1444 Enderby Ave., Tsawwassen, B.C., V4L 1S5 
urs@telus.net   604 948-1749  
 
Newsletter Editor – Mary Ronback, 1530 Kirkwood Rd., Tsawwassen, B.C., V4L 1G1 
Mary_Ronback@dccnet.com   604 948-1589  
 
Member at large - Hans-Ulf Schellhase, 602 English Bluff Road, Delta , B.C., V4M 2N4, 
hcbusch@telus.net  604 943 4524 
 
Speakers Co-ordinator - Ursula Easterbrook 
 
Wild Life Rescue   604 526-7275 
Canadian Wildlife Services   604 666-0143 
Rare Bird Alert (24 hour)   604 737-3074 
Reifel Migratory Bird Sanctuary   604 946-6980 
OWL (Orphaned Wildlife Rehab)   604 946-3171 
Wildlife Violation Report   1-800-663-9453 
Fisheries and Oceans HOT LINE   604 666-3500 
Delta Farmland & Wildlife Trust   604 940-3392  
 
Publicity Committee– Valerie Fuller,  4362 Arthur Drive,  S. Delta,  V4K 2W8  
ungulate@live.ca   604 946 – 6127 
 
Social Committee– shared by Lorraine Mwenifumbo, mwenifumbo@shaw.ca 604 518–2652, and 
            Marilynn King, MJKing@dccnet.com 604 943-5275 
 
Environment Committee Chair – Judy Kilcup 
 
Display Committee Chair- Terry Carr, 1161 Fairway Views Wynd, S. Delta, BC, V4L 2E2  
TCarr@dccnet.com   604 948-9525 
     
Archivist – Geoff  Hacker, 1230 Beach Grove Rd., Tsawwassen, B.C., V4L 1N6 
GHacker@dccnet.com       604 943-1303  
 
Casual Birders - Tom Bearss  
Telescope custodian – Tom Bearss 

 


